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WIAxx 1 folicited the 
honor 4 being permitted to . place 
under Your Majeſty's 8 protection the 
following Work, I was not impreſſed 
with the idea, that the excellence of 
the compoſition, but that the impor- 
tance of the ſubject, might in ſome 
degree entitle it to that diſtinction. 
The Hiſtory of an Event which re- 
fleas ſo much luſtre on Your Majeſ- 
ty's Arms, could not, I apprehended, 


however feeble the execution, ſo 
: 


— 


u |) 


properly 8 under any * 


auſpices. 
That Vour Majeſty may never be 


leſs faithfully ſerved, nor leſs ſucceſs- 


ful againſt the Enemies of your 


Crown 5 People, is the f ſincere and 


Vous Majeery' 8 


a dig and moſt devoted 
Moy | Subject and Servant, 
Jen, Drinkwater 
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Tn wllowing ane os or i dere 
med to call it) is compiled from obſcryations 
daily noted down upon the Spot, for my own 
ſatisfaction and improvement; aſſiſted by = 
information and remarks of feveral reſ 
ble Characters, who alſo were ede 
of the mnſattiom teten recorded. ien 
Diſappointed in * expectations of ſcolng 
this ſubject undertaken by an abler Pen, no- 
thing leſs than a conviction that an accurate 
detaibof this extraordinary Siege might be uſe- 


ful, both in a military and hiſtorical | view, 3 


could have induced me, at this late period, to 
. 8 


In the proſecution of this deſign, one prin - 
cipal difficulty has occurred. The work is 
addreſſed to two claſſes of Readers: thoſe 
whoſe principal object in the peruſal of it was 
entertainment, I apprehended, might find the 
relation too minute and cireumſtantial; and 
that, from the inſertion of many particulars, 
which thoſe of the Military Profeſſion would: 
greatly blame an author for "PR be | 


curtail, or omit. | 


a 2 2509 
% . 5 1 


1 


With the former, it is hoped that the ne- 
ceſſary connexion of ſome Events (which at 
firſt may appear trivial) with the great buſi- 

neſs of the Hiſtory, will be ſome apology ; 

and I have endeavoured to diverſify the nar- 
rative, by ſuch Anecdotes and Obſervations 
as will occaſionally relieve or awaken the at- 
tention. To the latter I ſhall not attempt any 
apology. The late Siege of Gibraltar afford- 
ed many inſtances of very ſingular exertions in 
the Att of Attack and Defence, the minutiæ 
of /which cannot be without Caeir. utility to 
thoſe Officers who make a ſcience of their pro- 
feſſion; and they muſt be ſenſible, that wita- 

_ out pointed exaQneſs, this Deſign could not 
have been 'accompliſhed, —In ſhort, it muſt 
be remembered, that the Hiſtory: of this Siege 
is not that of a Month, or of a Near, but that 
it embraces a period of near FOUR YEARS, 
exhibiting a ſeries of operations perhaps un- 

ne i C5: 15 12 ** 


To Major VALLOT rox, the Governor's 
Firſt Aide-de-Camp, and Lieut. Hol LO wax, 
Aide- de-Camp to the Chief Engineer, I have 
particular pleaſure in this opportunity of re- 
turning thanks for the favour of many kind 
communications ; alſo to other Officers of 
Rank, whoſe names I have not their permiſ- 
ſion to inſert. I muſt alſo acknowledge hav- 
i ing derived conſiderable aſſiſtance, in the two 
| rmitroduQtory Chapters, from the Hiſtory of the 
Herculean Straits. Great additions have how- 
ever been introduced; and I flatter myſelf 


vii 


upon the whole, chat + thoſe Chapters will not 


prove an vnacceptable part of the Work, ſince 
they will render it as complete a GENERAL 
His rokx or 296 BRALTAR as maſt Readers 
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ADVERTISEMENT 
To the Second Edition. 
777777 
Ir was my wiſh to render this Work as com- 
plete, at the firſt, as my abilities and informa- 
tion would permit: I omitted therefore no 
material circumſtance, which, previous to the 
publication, came within my knowledge. 
Some improvements, however, have ſince oc- 
curred ; and, though the omiſſion of them in 
the former edition, by no means affects the 
general obje of the Hiſtory, I thought it my 
duty to inſert them in this. 
Iam chiefly indebted to the candid criticiſm 
of ſome reſpectable Friends, for whatever cor- 
rections in the ſtyle there may be in the pre- 
ſent Volume; nor could I, without diſreſpect 
to them, and indeed to my Readers in gene- 
ral, neglect an opportunity of rendering the 
narrative more perfect and agreeable. 
The kind reception with which this attempt 
has been favoured by the Public, was, I muſt 
confeſs, beyond my moſt ſanguine expecta- 
tion. It is in compliance with their judgment, 
that I have been tempted to venture upon a 
Second Edition. I ſend it forth, however, 
with all that diflidence which a conſciouſneſs 
of my own powers ought to inſpire ; and, 
however flattering ſuch ſucceſs may be to a 
young Author, I truſt, I ſhall not be found ſo 
ignorant of myſelf, as to be unreaſonably ela- 
ted, or attribute to my own merits what I am 
certain is rather to be aſcribed to the intereſt- 
ing nature of the ſubject. 
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General hift 0 Gibraker, fence it was eff 
noticed. at under the Suracen empire. 
== Reduction of the fortreſs by Ferdinand; of 
Caſtile.—Retaken by the Moors: Finally re- 

covered by the . . 2 22 En- 
gliſi.—Beffeged & the Spantards in 1705; 
3 1727. -—Succeffion of Gre: 
nors to the prefent . 


2 


| GIBRALTAR i is ſituated i in Andaluſia, 


the moſt ſouthern. province. of Spain. The 


to the continent t by an iſthmus of low ſand : 
B 
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the ſouthern. extremity lies in 360 2 30 N. 
lat. and in 5 15 W. long. from the meridian 
of London. 
Hiſtorians, from very early periods, ha ve 
noticed Gibraltar, or Mons Calpe, by a well- 
known mythalogical fiction, denominating it, 
and Mons Ah, on the oppoſite coaſt of 
Africa, the Pillars of Hercules, It does not 
however appear that the hill was ever inhabit- 
1 ed by the Phœnicians, Carthaginians, or Ro- 
1 ans, who in the. firſt ages of navigation vi- 
ted the bay, and built cities in its neighbonr- 
hood ; or that it ever engaged the attention 
| of thoſe intrepid and ſucceſsful Barbarians 
who fo violently fubverted the Roman em- 
Pure, and eſtabliſhed a new government in 
Spain. The period when it began to be re- 
markable for the natural ſtrength of ſituation, 
ſeems well aſcertained to be in the beginning 
of the eighth century when the Saracens 
(then become a powerful nation in the eaſt, 
and along the coaft of Africa) in vaded Spain, 
and ſoon after made themſelves maſters of the 
. whole country. 
The Gothic kingdom, which had exiſted i in 
Spain for 300 years, was, previous to the inva- 
non of the. Saracens, diſtracted with inteſtine 
diviſions: the nation in general were become 
effeminate, totally neglecting the military 
diſcipline of their apceſtors : and their monarch 
Rode ric, a profligate | prince, not a litle acce- 
| -lerated theirruin, by raviſhing the daughter of 
| Count Julian, a nobleman of Treat wealth 
f and Influence, and governor 0 Ceuta, in 
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Africa. Count. Julian, to avenge the diſbo- 
nour done to his family, combined with othet 


' diſcontented chiefs, who had long complained; 


and were ripe for a revolt. The tyrant Was 
however too powerful for whatever oppoſition 


they alone could raiſe; the Count therefore 
ſecretly retired” with his family! into Africa, 


and aoquainting Mouſa (the Saracen, governor 
of the weſtern provinces) with the divided 


| ſtate of the empire, promiſed, if he would 


attempt to dethrone Roderio, to aſſiſt him 
with his own intereſt, and that of his friends. 
Moufſa, cautious and prudent, communi- 
cated the project to his ſovereign the Caliph 
Al Walid Ebn Abdalmalic, who agreed to t 
the praQicability of it, and to inſpect more 
accurately the ſtate of affairs, by ſending over 


a ſmall detachment. - One hundred horſe, and 


four hundred foot, were accordingly embark- 
ed in the year 711, under the command of 
Tarif Ebn Zarca, attended by Count Julian, 


and other Gothic noblemen: this ſmall force 
ſoon paſſed the Herculean Straits, and landed 


on the coaſt near the preſent town of Algezi- 
ras, where finding no oppoſition, and the 


country almoſt defenceleſs, the Saracen gene- 


ral ravaged the neighbouring towns, and re- 


turned laden with ſpoils, to report the ſucceſs 


of his firſt expedition. Wy. 

Mouſa, elated: with'the flattering proſpect, 

the following year vaſſenibled” an atmy of 

12, oo menfund Tarif was appointed to the 

chief command. Having ſupplied himſelf 

with proviſiods and dark, Tun ones tote 
2 
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_ embarked on the rapid Strait, and landed on 
the iſthmos between Mons Calpe and the con- 
tinent. Phe object of this | invaſion being 
of a more ſerious nature than that of the for- 
mer, he determined to ſecure an intercourſe. 
with Africa, by eſtabliſhing a poſt on the 
coaſt ; and, preferring the ſtrong natural fitu- 
ation. of Mont Cape, gave orders to erect a 
caſtle on the face of the hill, which might an- 
ſwer the original purpoſe, and alfo cover his 
retreat, in cafe he ſhould be unfortunate in 
his future operations. The ſuperior part of 
this once magnificent pile at prefent remains; 
and, from an inſeription diſcovered over the 
prinoipal gate, befort it was pulled down, the 
period of its being finiſhed is aſcertained to 
de about the year 799. 
- Tap, leaving a garriſon at the foot of Mon, 
Gajpe (Which was now called by the Saracens, 
in compliment to their general, Grbe!-Tarif, 
or the mountain of Tarif, and thence GI B- 
RAT AR) marched into the country, and ſur- 
priſed many towius, amongſt which was He- 
raclea, or Carteia, ſituated on the coaſt of the 
5 about four miles diſtant from Grbe/- 
r neee en 

.- King Roderic, receiving intelligence of 
:Tarif's approach, aſſembled a numerous body 
of troops to oppoſe his progreſs. Both armies 
met; after ſeveral ſkirmiſhes, near Xeres, in 
Andaluſia, and-a-bloady conflict enſued. The 
YiAory, was for a long time doubtful; but the 
"Gothic armyrheingraw-and undiſciplined, and 
Hart di ſaſſe ted and jaining the Saracens, Tarif 


E 
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at length: prevailed, and-by'tibs xiftaryowas 
left in poſſe eſſion of the whole kingdom. 

The Goths; or Spaniardd as we will now 
call them, were dri ven by the'rapid eonqueſia 
of the invaders into the — Aſturias, 


Biſcay, &c. where, like the ancient ee 
they maintainzd a ſtrennous and reſpectable 


oppoſition. By degrees they re- aſſumed thair 

former discipline and valour, while their con- 
querors deelined into luxury and effeminacy. 
they made ſeveral excurſions from the mon- 


tains, recovering, after many obſtinate actions; 


reat part of the northern piovinces. This 
1 encouraged them to attemp t the total 
rejection of the Arabic yoke. Nielsen 
concerted among the chiefs, to act with union 
and with vigour. The Infidels were attacked 
and routed in ſuccefiive- engagements; and 
the kingdoms of Aſturias, Galicia: Leon, Na+ 
varre, and Caftile, erected. under different 
moebanchs; ö N 137% et Il: te 28802 

Gibraltar, during theſe eanſaAions ines 
ed in importance, though adt 3 val des 
gree with the nei ee Alpes 
which bad been ED 01 GA | 
on' the oppoſite —— F the bar and was 
then become a fortreſs of great cence 
and ſtrength, This led of ſeems to: 
tally to have obſcured Gibraltar in the-Hiſtba 


166 of thoſe' times, ſince very trifling ment 


tion is made of the latter, tifl the beginning 
of the ourteench century, when welearny dart 
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kisconqueſits,- firſt took it Kinn A ſmall for 
tachment) from the Infidelss 
Gibraltar could not at this potiodd be very 
 Atong, as it fell fo eaſy a prey to the Chriſ- 
tiaus, whoſe army had been, and at the time 
was ein ployed in >the ſiege of Algeziras, It 
dbes not however that Ferdinand was 
equally ſutceſsful in his operations againſt 
that city; for we find, in the year 1310, the 
Moors of Grenada apply ing to the Emperor 
of Fea for fucebur : and to facilitate their re- 
ception, Algeziras, and other cities on the 
eoaft, were put into the hands of the Africans. 
We may therefore conclude, that Ferdinand 
was obliged to withdraw from before Algezi- 
ras, and that he afterwards directed his — 
againſt the Infidels in a more vulnerable part, 
uchich induced them to apply: for the a{fabcc 
Juſt wention edc. 

Gibraltar continued in the poſſellion of the 
Spaniards till 1333, when Abomelique, ſon 
of the Emperor of Fea, was diſpatched with 
further aſſiſtance to the Mooriſh king of Gre- 
nada, and landing at Algeziras, immediately 
laid ſiege to Gibraltar, whilſt the Grenadians 
were — di verſions elſewhere. Alonzo 
XE was then on the throne of Caſtile; and in- 
telligence was immediately ſent to inform him 
of the defeent ' of the Africans, - He was; 
however, prevented from marching to its re- 
lief by a rebellion in his kingdom, and by the 
ä approach of Mahomet, king of Grenada, to- 

wards his frontiers. Abomelique commenced 
his attack on the caſtle with great judgement 
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7 
and bravery, and "Vaſco Petes de Meyra 2 | 
fended it with” equal obſtinac 1 2 Peres 2 
having embezzled the money w ich. was ad- 
vanced to victual the garriſon, the troops. and 
inhabitants fuffered great diſtreſs; and no 
proſpect of relief offering, he was compelled, © 8 
after five months ſiege, 75 ſur tender. 
Alonzo having quelled the rebellion, and 
obliged Mahomet to retire, was then march- 
ing to his aſſiſtance, and was advanced within 
a ſhort diſtance of the place, when he Was 
informed of the capitulation. Ie was re- 
ſolved, nevertheleſs, to attempt its recovery 
before the Moors could victual and repair it: 
he accordingly proceeded on bis route, and 
encamped before the town five days after it 
had ſurrendered. Alonzo parted his army 
into three diviſions; the main body. occupied” 
the iſthmus, the. ſecond he ſent by boats to 
the red fands, and the third climbed up the 
north of 1 the ll above the town. Several 
ſerious attacks had been made on the caſtle, 
when Mahomet, king of Grenada, joining 
Abomelique' 8 Wives: their combined: army” 
encamped In the rear of the Spaniards, ex- 
tending acroſs the iſthmus. from the bay to 
the Mediterranean. This poſition: hemmed. 
in the bees gers, debafred chem from Fot-" 
aging, and.cut off their communication with 
the country.” Alonzo, though thus critically 
ſituated, fill maintained "the fi of pens! but at 
length, driven do Treat. diff ties for. want 
k proviſions, and hearing that” ſome of his 
diſaffected Lubjeds, takifis advantage of His 
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| abſence,, were: again in arms, be hearkened . 
to. aj acer modation, and Was. permitted to 


| en 8 With his army. 8 
2 5 Avi diſgt rac fully ILY to raiſe ; 
| MY af ree with the ambitious. 
ag 5 temper of Alongo:: he ſecretly | 
meditated a new attack, whenever an oppor-, 
tynity ſhould" occur; and this intention was 
not; à little ſengthened by his ſucceſs in the 
year 1348, when Algeziras was taken, after 
a moſt memorable { ſege. In 1349, the tu- 
mults and civil wars in Africa afforded him 
the opportunit he waited- for: great prepa- 
rations were therefore made for his expedi- 
tion, which was not eſteemed of inferior con- 
ſequence to the preceding ſiege of Algeziras, 
as the Moors, ſince the loſs of that city, had 
paid great attention to the completion of the 
Works, and to the rendering of the place 
conſiderably. f tonger, by additional fortifica- 
tions: the garriſon. was alſo. numerous and 
well, provided, and of their choiceſt troops. 
Alonzo encamped before Gibraltar in the 
beginning of 1349, and immediately laid 
waſte the deligh 2 groves, gardens, and 
honſes of Wa which were erected in its 
neighbourhood, The ſiege was commeneed 
witk great bravery; and e the camp 
of the Caſtilians was much haraſſed by the 
Ring qua drons of Grenadian horſe, et the 
caſt fn in the 15 of ſeveral months, was 


almoſt reduced to a .capitulation, At. this, 
critical period, a, } the fe diſorder ſwept. 


away numbe bers of th jegen, and, ampng, 


the reſt, Alanzo, who died, much lamented; « 
on the 26th: of March, 1350 and — 1 
on 3503 the- 
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2 immediately afterwards. | 


ede deſcendantsof Abomelique cont Gnubdr 
in . au eſhan. of Gibraltar till 14 
bch ju f III, king of Grenada, availing 


himſelf of the inteſtine diviſions. which pre- 
vailed among the African Moors, took poſ- 
ſoſſion of the place. The, inhabitants how- 
ever, not reliſhing the government of their 
new maſters, the following year unanimouſſy 
revolted againſt the Grenadian Alcaide, — 
him with his garriſon out of the town, and 
wrote to the emperor of Morocco, to be 
taken again under his protection. The em- 
peror diſpatched his — with 100 
horſe, and 2000 foot, to their aſſiſtance. The. 
king of Grenada, being informed that Sayds, 
had garriſoned the caſtle, marched. with an 
army, and ſending his fleet round to tho 
bay, appeared before the place in 141. 


Sayd advanced to meet him, but, being 


worſted in; ſeveral ſkirmiſhes, was obliged 
to retreat within the caſtle, and being eloſely+ 
befieged,. and. reduced to; great: diltzels, for? 
want: 120 Noxiſtons. was at laſt compelled toy 
ſubmit. 1 20 
In 143 6, Heney d Guzman Couat * 
Niebla — a delia of attacking Gibraltar 
by land and ſea; but, — ſkirmiſh- 
ing with the garriſon, from his gallies, befo 


3 Fs ſon John de Guzman arrived with the land- 


rces, he was defeated, and forced to a pre- | 
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eipitate retreat; in which confuſion he him- 
ſelf loſt his life, and many of bis followers 
were killed and drownet. 

In 1642, a civil war breaking out in Gre- 
nada, great part of the 8 of Gibraltar 
was 3 to aſſiſt one of the competi- 
tors for the crown: the governor of Tarifa 
had intelligence of this by a Moor, who had 
left the town, and nac) the Chriſtian 
faith. An army was accordingly aſſembled 
from the neighbouring garrifons, and Gibral- 
tar was beſieged. The inhabitants defended 
it with great reſolution ; but freſh | troops 
joining the beſiegers, the garriſon ſurrender- 
ed to John de Guzman, Duke de Medina 
Sidonia (ſon of the unfortunate Count de 
Niebla) who, hearing that the place was 


reduced to great diſtrefs, haſted to the camp, 


and arrived juſt in time to be preſent when 
the Moors capitulated. From Fs period it 
has'remained in the hands of Chriſtians, after, 
having been in the poſſeſſion of the Maho- 
metans 748 years. The news of this con- 
queſt was fo acceptable to Henry IV, of Caſ- 
tile and Leon, that he added it to bis royal 
titles, and gave it for arms, Gules, a caftle, 
N a key pendent to the gate, or, (allud- 

ing to its being the key to the Mediter- 
ranean); which arms have ever ſince been. 


continued. Pedro de Porras was appointed 


governor; but the ſucceeding year King 
Henry made a journey to Gibraltar, and ſu- 
perſeded him, giving the command to Don, 


garriſon till the year 1904, when Gibraltar 
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Bertrand de la Cueva, Count Lederma, who) + 
placed the truſt in the hands of Stephdrion 
Villacreces: the Duke de (Medina, Sidonrayt 
however, afterward recovered; and e 
it, till the reigu of Ferdinand and 1Iſabella, 
when it was annexed to the crown, in i 50. 

In the year 1540, Piali Hamety) one of 
Barbaroſſa:s captains, ſurpriſed and pillaged 
Gibraltar, making priſoners many of the 
principal inhabitants; but being met om his 


return by ſome gallies from Sicily, the Cor- 


ſairs were all killed, or 1 and the _ 
foners redeemed, ; 

In the reign of Charles V. the'fortifications 
of the — were modernifed; and ſeveral ad- 
ditions made by Daniel Speckel, the Empe- 
ror's engineer; after Which the garriſon ru 
thought to be impreg 
there appears a chaſm: in the hiſtory df the 


was wreſted (moſt probably for ever) from the 
dominion of Spain, by the Engliſh; under Sit 
George Rooke. This Admiral had been ſent 
into the Mediterranean, with a ſtrong fleet, 
in the ſpring of 1704, to. aſſiſt Charles arch. 
duke of Auſtria in obtaining the crown ef 

Spain; but, his inſtructions being limited 
nothing of importance was done. Senſible 
the reflex ions that would fall onchim, bor: ben 
ing inactive with ſo powerful a fleet, he held 
a council of war, on the ith of July, 1704, 
near Tetuan, where ſeveral ſehemes werte 


propoſed, particularly a ſecond attack upon 


nable. * this time 8 


nn MTS TORT AOT THE LATE 


Gatliz, which however was found impracti- 
cable for want of u fufficient body of land- 
forces; At length it was reſolved to make a 
ſuldem and vigbrous attempt on Gibraltar. 
The arſt of the ſame month; the fleet ar- 


rived in the bay; and r800-meng Engliſh and 
Dutch, co ded: by the Prince of Heſſe 


DArmftadt; were landed on the ifthitius. 
The Prince: then ſummoned the garriſon; 
but the governor" refuſing to ſurtender, pre- 
pacations were made for the attack. By day- 
break on the 2 3d; the ſhips appointed to can- 
nonade the town, under Admirals Byng and 
Vanderduffenz'with thoſe that were deſtined 
to batter the new mol, commanded by Cap- 
tain: Hicks, were at their ſeveral ſtations. 
The Admiral made the ſignal to begin the 
canrionade; Which was performed with great 
vivadity and effect, fo that the enemy, in five 
or ſir hours, were driven from their guns, 
dially from the new mole-bead. The 
Admiral conſidering, that by gaining that 
fortification the town might ſooner be reduced, 
ordered Captain Whitaker, with the armed 
boats, to poſſeſs himſelf of it; but Captains 
Hicks and Jumper, who lay next the mole, 
puſhed aſhore with their pinnaces; before the 
fold came up; whereupon” the Spaniards 
ſprung a mine, which blew up the fortifica- 
tions, killed 2 lieutenants and 40 men, and 
wonnded 60. The aſſailants nevertheleſs 
kepr poſſeſſion of the werk, and being joined 
by Captain Whitaker, advanced and took a 
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ſmall baſtion *, half-way between the mole 
and the town. The Marquis de Salines, who 
was zovernor, being again ſummoned, thought 
proper to capitulate: hoſtages ware theratare 


exchanged, and the Prince of Heſſe, on the 


24th, took poſſeſſion of the gates. 
Notwithſtanding the, works were very 
ſtrong, mounting 100 pieces of ordnance, 
well appointed with ammunition and ſtores; 
yet the garriſon, at moſt, conſiſted only af 
150 men, excluſixve of the inhabitants. The 
Marquis marched out with all the honours of 
war, and the Spaniards who chaſe to remain 
were allowed the ſame privileges they had en- 
joyed under King Charles II. The laſs of the 
Engliſh in this attack was, 2 lieutenants, 1 
maſter, 57 ſailors, killed; 1 captain, 7 lieu- 
tenants, I boatſwain, 20% ſailors, wounded. 
The Prince of Heſſe remained governor, 
and as many men as could well be ſpared from 
the fleet, were left as a garriſon, Sir George 
afterwards ſailed for Tetuan, to wood and 
water. This being performed, he ſteered up 
the Mediterranean, and on the I 3thof Auguſt, 
off Malaga, engaged the French fleet, under 
the command of Count de Toulouſe. The 
action was long and warm; but many of the 
Engliſh fhiqm, haviog expended a great quan- 
tity of ammunition in taking Gibraltar, were 
ſoon obliged to quit the line; which gave the 
enemy a. decided ſuperiority. The engage-- 
ment ended in a drawn battle; and Sar 
1 SE 2 LIB EE ST: * . C74 2 an 3g » 
©» 1 * The preſent eight-gua batte: 
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| George returned to Gibraltar, where he ſtayed 
eight days to refit; and then ſupplying the 
Prince with vrhat men and proviſions he could 
ſpare, ſailed thence on the 4th of September, 
N. S. on his way home, leaving 18 men of 
war, under the command of Sir John Leake, 
at Liſbon, to be in readineſs to ſuccour the 
garriſon, if there ſhould be occaſion. 
The courts of Madrid and Paris were 
greatly concerned at the loſs of ſo important 
a fortreſs as Gibraltar; and, conſidering, its 
recovery of the laft conſequence to the cauſe, 
the Marquis de Villadarias, a grandee of 
Spain, was ordered to beſtege, and endeavour 
to retake it. The Prince, appriſed of their 
intentions, and being further informed that 
| they were to be aſſiſted by. a naval force from 
Toulon, ſent advice to Sir John Leake, re- 
queſting aſſiſtance and ſupplies. Sir John 
Prepared for this duty ; but in the mean time 
a fleet of French ſhips arrived, and landed 
ſix battalions, which joined the Spaniſh army. 
After diſembarking their reinforcements, the 
French ſquadron proceeded to the weſtward, 
leaving only fix frigates in the bay. as 
| On the 11th of October, the Marquis 
opened his trenches againſt the town, and 


ſoon after Sir John arrived with 20 fail of 
1 Engliſh and Dutch ſhips : hearing, however, 
| that the enemy were preparing to attack him 
with a ſuperior force, yet thought, it moſt 
| -16ligible immediately to return and refit, that 
'1 be might be in a better condition to ſupply 

and aſſiſt the garriſon, in a fecond expedition, 
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for which , he had very prudently direQed 
preparations to be made at, Liſbon in his 
abſence. - The asth Sir John again put to 
ſea; and on the 29th unexpectedly entering 
the bay, ſurpriſed three frigates, a fire-ſhip, 
two Engliſh prizes, a tartan, and a ſtore- ſhip. 
He then landed the. reinforcements, and ſup- 
plied the garriſon; with fix, months proviſions 
and ammunition, at the ſame time detaching 
on ſhore a body of 500 ſailors to aſſiſt in re- 
pairing the breaches which, had been made by 
the enemy's fire. The arrival of the Admiral 
was very opportune and critical; for that very 
night the Marquis had reſolved to attack the 
place by ſea and land at five different points; 
for which purpoſe he had aſſembled 200 boats 
from Cadiz, c. wigs. "al 
Though diſappointed. in their deſigns, the 
Spaniards ſtill entertained, hopes of taking the 
fortreſs; and ſuppoling the troops would be 
leſs on their guard while the fleet was in the 
bay, they formed the deſperate ſcheme of 
| ſurpriſing the garriſon, though the Britiſh 
Admiral was before the town. The ziſt of 
October, 500 volunteers took the ſacrament, 
never to return till they had taken Gibraltar. 
This forlorn party was conducted by a goat- 
herd to the ſouth-ſide of the rock, near the 
cave-guard (at that time called the paſs of 
locuſt- trees.) Fortune, in the beginning, ſo 
far favoured the enterpriſe, that they mounted 
the rock, and lodged. themſelves unpereeived 
the firſt night in St. Michael's cave; the ſuc- 

ceeding night they ſcaled. Charles the Y us 
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Wall; — and maſſacred the guard at 
Middle-hill, where afterwards, by ropes and 
\ ladders, they got up ſeveral hundreds of the 
party who had been ordeted to ſuſtain them; 
but being diſcovered, a ſtrong detachment of 
grenadiers marched up imme from the 
town, and attacked them with fuch ſpirit, 
thut 160 of them were killed, or driven over 
the precipiee, and a colonel and 30 officers, 
with the remainder, taken prifoners. Theſe 
brave, but unfortunate adventurers, were to 
have been ſupported by a body of French 
troops, and ſome feints were to have been 
made below to engage the attention of the 
- garriſon ; hut the commanding officers diſa- 
greeing, they were left to their fortune. 

Sir John Leake was not idle whilft he re- 
mained in the bay, but was continually 
alarming the enemy on their coaſts. The 
⁊ ad of November he had information, by one 
of his-cruifers, that a ſtrong ſquadron was 
fitting out at Cadiz, which would be foon 
"ready for ſea; and receiving further intelli- 
\ gence, that a convoy, fitted out from Liſbon, 

fortherrelief of Gibraltar, was on their way, 
he prepared to joĩn them off Lagos, in order 
to protect them paſt Cadiz; but was confined 


within the Straits by a weſterly wind. The 


Prince, in the mean time, redoubled his ex- 
vertions to prevent the enemy's deſigns, who 
Hattered (themſelves, that on the arrival of 
their fleet from Cadiz, Sir John. would be 
-2blized to retire, and the garriſon ſuttender 
ed their ufiited/attacks; Their fire was con- 
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tinued with additional vivacity, many cannon 
in the place were diſmounted, and the works 


were materially injured in different parts. 
Affairs were in this ſituation, when part 
of the long-wiſhed-for ſuccours arrived on the 
7th of September; and two days following, 
the remainder came in with near-2000 men, 
with proportionable ammunition and provi- 
ſions. They ſailed from Liſbon under con- 
voy of four frigates, and thought themſelves 
ſafe on diſcovering, off Cape Spartel, a fleet 
of men of war, under Engliſn and Dutch 
colours: expecting to meet Sir John, with the 
combined fleet, at the entrance of the Straits, 
they endeavoured: to join them, but fortu- 


nately were becalmed; they then hoiſted out 


their boats to tow the ſhips, when; perceiv- 
ing the men of war extend themſelves in form 
of a half-moon, in order to ſurround them, 
they began to ſuſpect ſome deception, and 
accordingly made a private ſignal, which to- 
tally fruſtrated - the enemy's meaſures, who 
were thereby diſcovered, and, ſtriking their 
falſe colours, endeavoured: to fall upon the 
tranſports; but theſe latter, being lighter 
veſſels, 'eſcaped- by their oars, and, night 
coming on, ſteered for the bay, with the loſs 
only of two tranſports. It was now thought 
no longer neceſſary to detain the fleet in the 
bay, or on the coaſt; eſpecially when Mon- 
ſieur Pointis was ſo near, with a ſuperior | 
force. Sir John accordingly arrived at Liſ- 
bon the latter end of the year. 
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The Spaniſh General being reinforced with 
a conſiderable body of infantry, on the x1th 
of January 1705, made an attack with 60 


grenadiers on the works at the extremity of 
the King's lines; but, two officers, and ſeve- 


ral others being killed, the reſt retreated. 
This repulfe did not, however, diſcourage 
him; for early the ſucceeding day, the at- 


tack - was/ renewed by 5 or 600 grenadiers, 


French and Walons, ſupported by looo Spa- 
niards, under Lieut. Gen. Tuy. Their diſ- 
poſition was to ſtorm a breach which had 


been made in the Round tower, at the extre- 


mity of the King's lines, and another in the 
intrenchment on the hill. The retrench- 
ment which covered the latter breach, with 
part of the intrenchment joining the preci- 
pice of the rock, was defended at night by a 


captain, three fubalterns, and go men; but 


it was cuſtomary for the captain to withdraw, 


with two ſubalterns, and 60 men, at day- 
break. The Round tower was defended by 


180 men, commanded by a lieutenant-co- 
lonel. The! Marquis, by deferters from the 
garriſon, had obtained intelligence of the 
ſtrength of theſe poſts, and concerted his 
attack accordingly. The detachment for the 
upper breach mounted the rock at dead of 
night, and concealed themſelves in the clefts 
till the captain had withdrawn. They then 
advanced to the point of the intrenchment, 
and, throwing grenades on the ſubaltern and 


his party, obliged them to retreat. At the 


ſome time 300 men ſtormed the Round tower, 
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where Lieut. Col. Barr made a vigorous de- 

fence, though the enemy, having paſſed the 
breach above, annoyed him on the flank with 
great ſtones and grenades : obſerving, however, 
the Spaniards marching down to cut off his re- 
treat fromthe town, he retired, and by getting 
over the parapet of the King's lines, deſcend- 
ed into the covert way, where the Engliſh, 
guards were poſted. By this time the garri- 
ſon was alarmed ; all their regiments aſſem- 
bled at their proper poſts ; and Captain Fiſher. 


_ endeavoured to ſtop the progreſs of the 
enemy with 17 men, but was repulſed, and 


himſelf taken priſoner. Lieut. Col. Moncal, 
at laſt, with 4 or 500 men, charged them with 
ſuch bravery, that they were. repulſed, and 
the tower was retaken after it had been in 
their poſſeſſion upwards of an hour. Soon 
after this attack, ſix companies of Dutch 
troops, and 200 Engliſh ſoldiers, were re- 
ceived by the garriſon, with proviſions and 


ſtores. 


The Spaniards and French were ſtill ob- 

ſtinately bent on the recovery of Gibraltar. 
The Marquis de Villadarias was ſuperſeded 
by the Marſhal Teſſé, a French general; 
and Monſieur Pointis was directed to co-ope- 
rate with the Marſhal, in blocking up the 
port with his fleet. The Marſhal joined the 
army with four freſh battalions, beſides eight 
companies which had been ſent before. The 
ordnance, which from conſtant uſe had been 
greatly injured, were totally exchanged; 2 
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the works, as they then flood, were put in 
the beſt repair. 

The Englith miniſtry had been informed of 
the enemy's new arrangements; and, ſenſible 
of the importance of Gibraltar, ordered a 

reinforcement under Sir Thomas Dilkes, and 
Sir John Hardy, to join Admiral Sir John 
Leake at Liſbon. The junction being effect- 
ed, and his own fleet refitted, Sir John, on 
the 6th of March, ſailed with 28 Englith, 
4 Dutch, and 8 Portugueſe men of war, hav- 
ing on board two battalions. Happily for the 
beſieged, the inceſſant rains about this period 
had retarded the Marſhal's operations, and 
greatly diſtreſſed Monſieur Pointis, eight of 
whoſe thips were forced from their anchors 
by: the ſtrong weſterly wind, and obliged, on 
the gth, to drive aloft. Thus were they fitu- 
ated” when the Britiſh Admiral entered the 
Straits, and about half paſt five, on the 
morning of the roth, was almoſt abreaſt of 
Cabrita Point. The few remaining ſhips of 
the French fleet on his approach put to ſea, 

and Sir John, | diſcovering five fail making 
out of the bay, and a gun fired at them from 
the garriſon, concluded that the town was 
ſafe, and immediately gave chace. Three 
French ſhips of the line were taken, and the 
Admiral's ſhip, and another, run aſhore and 
burnt. Sir John afterwards looked into Ma- 
laga, where the ſhips that had been driven 
from the harbour had taken ſhelter; but, 

hearing the report of the guns, they had 
made the beſt of their way to Toulon. Sir 
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John, finding the purſuit of them in vain, 
returned to Gibraltar, which was now ſo well 
ſupplied, that Marſhal Teſſe withdrew his 
troops from the trenches, and formed a 'block- 
ade; drawing an intrenchment acroſs the 
iſthmus, to prevent the garriſon from ravag- 


ing the country. 


In the courſe of this ſiege, the enemy did 
not loſe fewer than 10,009 men, including 
thoſe who died of ſickneſs, &c. The gar- 


riſon loſt about 400. F 


The Prince of Heſſe remained in the place 
while the batteries were repaired : he made 
alſo ſome additions to the fortifications, and 
left the garriſon much ſtronger than it was 
before the ſiege. The Prince then joined the 
Arch-duke Charles at Liſbon, where the com- 
bined fleet of England and Holland were aſ- 
ſembled, to ſupport that Prince in obtaining 


the crown of Spain. | 

As the Arch-duke was reſolved to try his 
fortune with the Earl of Peterborough, in 
Valencia and Catalonia, the Prince of Heſſe 
was ſent back to Gibraltar, to prepare part of 
the garriſon to embark, and ſoon after was 
followed by the fleet; upon whoſe arrival, 
the Arch-duke was received by the garriſon 
as lawful ſovereign of Spain. Having taken 
on board the Engliſh guards, and three old 
regiments; leaving only two new battalions 
in the town (as there was no danger to be ap- 
prehended from the enemy), they proceeded, 
on the 5th of Auguſt for Valencia. His Ma- 
jeſty then appointed Major-general Ramos, 


— 
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who had been preſent during the ſiege, go- 
vernor of Gibraltar; and ſent with him about 
400 men for its greater ſecurity. General 


Ramos afterwards reſigned his government, 


and was ſucceeded by Colonel Roger Elliot 


during whoſe government, Gibraltar was 


made a free port, by a ſpecial order from het 
Majeſty, Queen Anne. 

The following was the Governor's mani- 
feſto on the occation. = 

* By the Hon. Roger Elliot, Colonel of 
one of her Majeſty's regiments of foot, and 
Governor of the city. and garriſon of Gib- 
raltar. 

« Whereas her Majeſty of Great Britain, 
&c. hath been graciouſly pleaſed, by her 
warrant to me, dated 19th February laſt, to 
confirm her fotmer declarations for the free- 
dom of this port, and to regulate and com- 
mand me, not to permit any duty or impoſition 
whatſoever to be laid or received for any ſhip 
or veſſel, or for any goods, wares, merchan- 
diſe, or proviſions, imported or exported out 
of this port; but that the ſame be free and 
open for all ſhips and veſſels, goods, wares, 
merchandiſe, and proviſions: Theſe are to 
make known and publiſh her ſaid Majeſty's 
royal will and pleaſure: and all perſons con- 
cerned are hereby ſtrictly required to take no- 
tice thereof, not preſuming to demand or re- 
ceive any duty or impoſition whatſoever ſor 
any ſhip or veſſel, or for any goods, wares, 
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merchandiſe, or proviſions, as they will an- 
ſwer the contrary at their peril. _ 

« Given at Gibraltar, April 1706.“ 

Colonel Congreve was governor before 
1714. He was ſucceeded by Colonel Cotton. 
In 1920 Gibraltar ſeems to have been threat- 
ened by the Spaniards. Ceuta, a Spaniſh for- 
treſs in Barbary, had then been beſieged many 
years by the Moors; and a formidable force, 
commanded by the Marquis de Leda, was 
aſſembled in Gibraltar bay, under pretence of 
relieving it, but with a ſecret intention of firſt 
ſurpriſing Gibraltar; for which purpoſe they 
had procured ſcaling-ladders, &c. &c. This 
armament was not fitted out ſo ſecretly, but 
the Britiſh miniſtry had timely notice ; and, 
ſuſpeQing ſome fineſſe, diſpatched orders to 
Colonel Kane, governor of Minorca, imme- 
diately to embark a part of his garriſon, and 
repair to Gibraltar, under convoy of the fleet 
in the Mediterranean. On his arrival he 
found Gibraltar in a very critical ſituation ; 
the. garriſon conſiſting of only three weak 
battalions, commanded by Major Hether- 
ington, who, except Major Batteroux, was 
the only field-officer in the place. Many 
officers were abſent, only fourteen days pro- 
viſions in the ſtores, and many Spaniards in 
the'town, with a fleet before its walls. Such 
was the feeble poſture of affairs when he op- 
portunely arrived with 500, men, proviſions, 
and ammunition. ., The Britiſh commodore 
acted afterwards in ſo ſpirited a manner, that 
the Marquis de Leda was obliged to ſail for 
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Cueta, though he continued of opinion that 
the garriſon might have been taken by a ge- 


neral aſſault. | | 
This ſcheme proving abortive, Gibraltar 
remained unmolefted till the latter end of the 
year 1726, when the Spaniards, who had 
kept a watchful eye on the garriſon, aſſembled 
an army in the neighbourhood of Algeziras. 
The 20th of January following, they en- 
camped. on the plain bclow St. Rogue, and 
began to erect a battery on the beach to pro- 
te their camp. Admiral Hopſon was then 
at anchor in the bay, with a very formidable 
fleet; but, as he had not received any intelli- 
gence of hoſtilities having commenced be- 
- tween the courts of Great Britain.and Madrid, 
he was with reluctance compelled to overlook 


the tranſporting of proviſions, artillery, and 


ammunition, from Algeziras, where they had 
formed their depots, to the camp. Brigadier 
Kane, who had been a ſecond time ordered 
from Minorca to Gibraltar, lay alſo under 


ſimilar embarraſſments with the Admiral. 


The operations of the enemy, however, 
- tending towards a direct attack upon the gar- 
riſon, he thought it prudent to order the 
Spaniards out of the town, and forbid their 
gallies anchoring under his guns. 

It muſt be underſtood that Gibraltar had 
undergone conſiderable alterations ſince the 
ſiege of 1705 : ſeveral works had been erected 
on the heights above the lines, called Willis's 
batteries; the Prince's lines were extended to 
the extremity of the rock; and an inundation 


SIEGE OF GIBRALTAR 23 


was formed out of the moraſs which was in 
front of the grand battery. 7 2755 | 
The Count de las Torres commanded the 
Spaniſh forces, amounting to near 20,000 
men; and ſoon after his camp was formed, 
he advanced within reach of the garriſon. 
The Brigadier thereupon diſpatched a parley, 
to deſire, That he would withdraw from 
« the range of his guns, otherwiſe he ſhould 
« do his utmoſt to force him.” The Count 
anſwered, © That, as the garriſon could com- 
« mand no more than they had power to 
« maintain, he ſhould obey his Catholic Ma- 
« jeſty's orders, and encroach as far as he was 
e able.” The Brigadier ſtill waved com- 
mencing hoſtilities, till the Spaniards, by their 
proceedings, ſhould oblige him, in defence of 
his command. W357 
In the beginning of February, Brigadier 
Clayton, the lieutenant- governor, arrived 
with reinforcements, on board Sir Charles 
Wager's fleet, and a council of war was im- 
mediately ſummoned, but the reſult was a 
determination not to fire upon the Spaniards. 
The roth of February, the enemy brought 
materials for batteries, to the old wind-mill, 
on the neutral ground; upon which the 
Lieutenant-governor again collected the ſenſe 
of the Admirals and Field-officers; when in 


the ſecond council it was unanimouſly agreed, 


that the Spaniſh General had made open war, 
in encroaching ſo far on the liberties of the 
garriſon. This being their opinion, Brigadier 
Clayton ſent a parley to the Connt, to know 


26 HISTORY: OF THE LAT E 


the reaſon of his breaking ground: to which 
the Count replied, “ that he was on his 
© maſter's ground, and was not anſwerable to 
ce any other perſon for his conduct.“ As this 


anſwer in ſome meaſure indicated the hoſtile 


intentions of the Spaniards, the Lieutenant- 
governor, in the evening, ' withdrew the out- 
guard, and, the ſucceeding day in the after- 
noon, opened the Old Mole, and Willis's, on 
their workmen. They perſiſted, nevertheleſs, 
in carrying on the work; and at night a large 
party marched down to the Devil's tower, 
where they immediately broke ground, and 
began a communication with their other 
work. This party were greatly annoyed in 
marching to their poſt, but were ſoon under 
cover of the rock, where the guns could not 
be depreſſed to bear upon them. 

Numbers of the enemy deſerted to the gar- 
riſon, by whom, on the 14th, the Lieutenant- 
governor was informed that they were con- 


ſtructing a mine, in a cave under Willis's, 


with an intention, if poſſible, to blow up that 


battery. The engineers, on this intelligence, 


reconnoitred the cave; which, after ſome dif- 


ficulty, they diſcovered, with a ſentry at the . 


entrance; and a party was immediately ſta- 
tioned to annoy the communication with 
muſquetry. On the morning of the 22d, the 
Count opened on the garriſon, with 17 pieces 
of cannon, beſides mortars. The day fol- 


lowing, Brigadier Kane left the garriſon, to 


detach a reinforcement from Minorca. In the 
mean time Sir Charles Wager and Admiral 
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Hopſon, with the fleet under their command, 
were conſtantly diſtreſſing the enemy, by in- 
tercepting their homeward-bound ſhips; and 
the prizes which were brought into the bay 
greatly benefited the befieged. The 3d of 
March, the enemy opened a new battery. of 
22 guns on the Old Mole, and town; and 
on the 8th, another of 15 guns, bearing alſo 
upon the Old Mole, which, it ſeems, proved 
a troubleſome battery to the weſtern flank of 
their approaches. 

The Lieutenant-governor continued a con- 
ſtant and well-directed fire from all the bat- 
teries that bore upon their works : but the 
ordnance in general, being old, were daily 
burſting on the batteries; by which accidents 
the garriſon experienced more caſualties than 
from all the. fire of the enemy. The 27th, 
Col. Middleton's regiment arrived, alſo fix 
companies and a half of Col. Hay's, with 
two engineers, a captain of artillery, and 
ſeveral bombardiers, gunners, and matroſſes; 
with 140 recruits for the other regiments. 

The Admirals, the 2d of April, formed the 
deſign of bombarding Algeziras, whence the 
enemy were conſtantly ſupplied with various 
articles of ammunition ; but the ſhips, after 
getting under way, were becalmed, and ob- 
liged to come to anchor; after which the 
navy never gave themſelves any further con- 
cern about annoying them in that quarter. 
On the 1oth, Colonel Coſby arrived in the 
Solebay, with 500 men, from Minorca; and 
two days following, the Admirals failed to the 
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weſtward, leaving Commodore Davies, with 
ſix men of war and the ſloops, behind. Sir 
Charles did not return during the ſiege. The 
16th, the Lieutenant-governor ordered two 
ſerjeants, with ten men each, to advance 
from the ſpur-guard, under the rock, and 
along the cauſeway, and alarm the enemy m 
the trenches; giving them direQions to retire 
when they found their guards ſufficiently 
alarmed, when he intended to ſalute them 
with grape, &c. from Willis's, and the lines, 
Theſe orders were executed, and the enemy 
inſtantly beat to arms; but the bombardier 
appointed to give the ſignal to the batteries, 
firing too ſoon, the enemy ſaw through the 
deſign, and retired without any conſiderable 
loſs. 

Lord Portmore, the governor, arrived, the 
21ſt, with a battalion of guards, and ano- 
ther of the line; alſo Colonel Watſon, of 
the artillery, with ſeveral noblemen as volun- 
teers. The 26th, the Count opened a new 
battery, againſt Willis s, and the extremity 
of Prince's lines. Their batteries now 
mounted 60 cannon, beſides mortars. In the 
beginning of May, the garriſon had intelli- 
gence that the enemy deſigned an aſſault: 
precautions were accordingly taken, and the 
guns on the lower defences loaded with grape. 
The Spaniards added ſtill to their approaches, 
and raiſed various communications from 
and to their advanced batteries. Towards 
the 16th and 2oth, their firing abated ; but 
their engineers proceeded in advancing their 


ii.. DF» Ms. 5... © 


SIEGE OF GIBRALTAR. 29 


trenches. On the ziſt, a veſſel arrived 
with 375 barrels of powder from Liſbon. 
June the 3d, the Solebay came in, with a 
ſupply of 980 barrels of powder, and 50 
thirteen- inch ſhells, from Mahon. The 
firing continued till the 12th, when, about 
ten at night, Colonel Fitzgerald of the Iriſh 
brigade, beat a parley, and, being admitted 
into the garriſon, delivered letters to Lord 
Portmore, from the Dutch miniſter at the 
court of Madrid, with a copy of the preli- 
minaries of a general peace ; whereupon a 
ſuſpenſion of arms took place, and all hoſti- 
lities ceaſed on both ſides. bro: 

The garriſon loſt, in the whole, about 300 
killed and wounded; and 7o cannon, with 
30. mortars, burſt during the ſiege. The 
enemy's caſuals could never be aſcertained. 
In killed, wounded, &c. it was computed 
they loſt near 3000 men. 

When Lord Portmore and the Count 
agreed to a ceſſation, the Spaniards of courſe 
were compelled to forſake the mine under 
Willis's: their parties, however, taking poſ- 
ſeſſion of it a ſecond time, his Lordſhip con- 
ſidered it as a breach of the articles of ceſſa- 
tion, and repreſented it accordingly. The 
Count afterwards withdrew : the works were 
diſmantled and levelled, and the troops re- 
treated to their different cantonments. 

The Spaniards during this ſiege never made 
the leaſt attempt to cut off the communica- 
tion by ſea; ſo that the garriſon was regu- 
larly ſupplied with proviſions and faſcines 
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from Barbary and had a regular corre ſpon- 


dence with England. _ 
In 1729, the Parliament of Great-Britain 
addreſſed his Majeſty King George II, to take 


effectual care, in the treaty then pending, to 
preſerve his undoubted right to Gibraltar, and 


the Iſland of Minorca. Overtures had been 


made by his Majeſty George I, to reſtore the 


former to Spain, if the Parliament would 
have conſented to ſuch reſtitution ; but the 
Minifter, finding an oppoſition, declined the 
buſineſs. In 1730, Lieutenant-general Sa- 


bine was governor of Gibraltar. The Spa- 


niards in his government erected the forts and 
lines acroſs the iſthmus, about a mile from 


the garriſon: theſe effectually prevent any 


communication with the country, and, as we 


have experienced, are of conſiderable advan- 


tage in caſe of a ſiege. The weſtern fort, 


called St. Philip's, entirely commands the beſt 


anchorage on the ſide of the bay next the gar- 
riſon. General Columbine ſucceeded Gene- 
ral Sabine, and he was ſucceeded by General 
Hargrave. | 31 90s 

General Bland was appointed governor in 
1749, and a general relief of troops took 
place. The eftabliſhment at that period was, 
four battalions of infantry, and a company 
of | artillery. Lord George Beauclerk, and 
the Hon. General Herbert, were ſeverally 


commandants in the abſence of General 


Bland; and in 1763 General Fowkes was de- 
puted governor. Lord Tyrawly ſucceeded 
him, in whoſe abſence the Earl of Panmure 
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was commandant. Earl Home was after- 
wards governor, and died there in 1761. 
During the government of this nobleman, 
about the year 1760, an incident occurred, 
which, as it alarmed the garriſon very muecti 
at that time, is deſerving. of notice. Two Bri- 
tiſh regiments had been a very conſiderable 
time on that ſtation, and, from the continu- 
ance of the war, ſaw little proſpe& of being 
relieved: Amongſt theſe a confpiracy was 
formed, by ſome diſaffected perſons, to ſur- 
priſe, plunder, and maſſacre the officers, and 
in ſhort, all whom they judged to be averſe 
to their deſigns. Ater ſecuring the money 
which was intended for the payment of the 
troops, they meant to wierd for themſelves 
a ſecure retreat, by ſurrendering this ſo much 
wiſhed-for fortreſs into the hands of Spain. 
The numbers who joined the conſpirators 
were not fewer than 730. An accidental 
quarrel, in a wine-houſe, defeated this dan- 
gerous project, and produced -a diſcovery. 
Reed, a private in the ſeventh regiment, was 
executed on the grand parade, as the ringlea- 
der; and ten others were condemned. After 
the death of Lord Home, Colonel Tovey and 
General Parſlow were each commandants, till 
the Hon. General Cornwallis was appointed 
governor, During this general's abſence 
from the garriſon, Colonel Irwin was com- 
mandant; and on General Cornwallis leaving 
Gibraltar a ſecond time, Major General Borp, 
lieutenant-governor, commanded. In this 
General's government, the garriſon was con- 
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ſiderably ſtrengthened with three new baſtions 
on the — and additional improvements 
at the ſouthward. 

In 1976, the Rrehr Hox. Gx ERA 
Genen Aveusrus ELLior was appointed 


Governor of that important fortreſs, and j n. 
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"CHAPTER I. 


Deſcriptions of the Rock, with the fortifications 
and town of Gibraltar. — Remains: of Mooriſh 
architecture. Natural Curioſities. — Cli- 
mate. egetation.—Fyh 3 aria whence 7 
plied with cattle, Sc. —Military Þ as lifh- 
ment.—Deſcription of the Bay.— Algeziras. 

Dome accounts of the ancient city of Car- 

| teig.—St . Rogue. —Conc lu ſi ve remarks, 


As the Hiftory which is to be the ſubjeQt of 


the following pages, will be more in detail 
than the preceding narrative, it may on fottie 
accounts be neceſſary, and eannot on any, 
I flatter myſelf, be diſagreeable, to preſent 
the reader with a ſhott deſcription of this 
celebrated Rock, and the fortifications which 


have been erected for its defencs. 824 
The Promontory, or rock, at the foot of 
which ſtands the town, is upwards of 1 300 
feet in height; projecting into the ſea ſeveral 
miles from the continent, to which it is con- 
neQed by an iſthmus of low ſand. This ap- 
pearance makes it not imptobable that Mons 


Calpe has, in former ages, been totally ſur- 


rounded by the ſea. The north front of the 
peninſula, which preſents itſelf to the main 
land, is of various heights. The breadth of 
the iſthmus, at the foot of the rock, is about 
900 yards; but it grows conſiderably wider 
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towards the country. Acroſs this Iſthmus, 
(which, with Gibraltar and the oppoſite coaſt, 
forms the bay) the Spaniards have drawn a 
fortified line at about a mile's diſtance from 
the garriſon, extending 1700 yards, and em- 
bracing both ſhores: a fort of maſonry 1s 
erected at each extremity, mounting 23 or 24 
guns each: they are of different conſtruc- 
tions, and are called St. Philip and St. Bar- 
bara. The former of theſe forts commands 
the beſt and the uſual anchoring-place of our 
ſhipping and ſmall craft, and, by forming a 
croſs- fire with fort St. Barbara on the neutral 
ground, prevents all communication between 
the. garrifon and the country. 
The Rock, as I have mentioned before, is 
upwards of zoo feet perpendicular, above the 
level of the ſea; and is ſeparated by a ridge 
from north to ſouth, dividing it into two 
yorgusl parts. The weſtern front or diviſion 
gradual flope, interſperſed with preci- 
poes but the oppoſite fide, looking to the 
editerranean, and the north front, facing 
the Spaniſh lines, are both naturally very 
Reep, and totally inacceſſible. It is this pe- 
culiar circumſtance, which forms the chief 
ſtrength of Gibraltar. 

The town is built at the foot of the north- 
weft face of the hill, and is fortified in an 
icregular manner. The communication with 
it from the iſthmus, is by a long narrow 
cauſeway, (ſerving as a dam to an inunda- 
tion) which is defended by a curtain, with 
two baſtions, mounting 26 pieces of cannon, 
a dry ditch, covered way, and glacis well 
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mined. Theſe, with the cauſeway, are 
warmly flanked by the King's, Queen's, and 
Prince's lines: works cut in the rock with 
immenſe labour, and ſcarped to be almoſt in- 
acceſſible. Above the lines are the batteries at 
Willis's, and others at different heights, until 
they crown the ſummit of the rock, where ſe- 
yeral batteries are erected for cannon.and mor- 
tars. Theſe batteries, the loweſt of which is 
upwards of 400 feet above the neutral ground, 
mount between 50 and 60 pieces of heavy 
ordnance, and entirely command the iſthmus 
below. Excluſive of what are here men- 
tioned, additional works of a ſingular nature 
were projected in 1782, and partly executed 
the year following, which, when finiſhed, 
will render Gibraltar (almoſt) impregnable in 
that quarter. 'The Old mole, to the weſt of 
the grand battery, forms alſo a very formida- 
ble flank, and, with the lines, a croſs-fire on 
the cauſeway and neutral ground. This bat- 
tery has been found ſo great an annoyance to 
the beſiegers, that, by way of diſtinction, 
it has long been known under the appellation 

of the Devil's tongue. Indeed, the ordnance 
in the lines upon the Grand battery, and the 
Old mole, all together exhibit ſo formidable 
an appearance to a ſpectator on the cauſe- 
way, that the entrance into the garriſon is 
called by the Spaniards, the Mouth of fire. 
From the Grand battery, along the ſea- 
line, looking towards the bay, the town is 
defended by the North, Montague's, Prince 
of Orange's, KI Ns, and South baftions ; the 

| D 2 70 
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line-wall or curtains between which, mount 
many cannon and mortars. * Montague's, 
Prince of Orange's, and King's baſtions have 
been erected” lately. The latter is a very 
complete piece of fortification,” commanding 
the bay from New to Old mole heads, and 
ewes! Gn: twelve thirty-two pounders, and 
four ten-inch howitzers in front, ten 
guns and howitzers on its flanks, and has 


caſemates for 800 men, with kitchens and 


ovens for cooking. Montague's is much 
ſmaller, mounts only 12 pieces of cannon, 
but has a caſemate for 200 men, communi- 
cating with the Old mole. In 1782 the en- 
gineers began a cavalier upon this baſtion for 
two guns; but it was not finiſhed till after 
the grand attack in September. Another 
work of this nature was likewiſe erected in 
the beginning of the blockade, for five guns, 


on the north baſtion of the Grand battery. 


The town on the ſca-line is not leſs protected 

natural defences, than by fortifications. 
A ſhoal of ſharp rocks extends along the front 
far into the bay, and prevents ſhips of large 
* from approaching very near the 
walls 

From the South baſtion (which is conſi- 
derably higher than the reſt of the works, in 
order to protect the town from the eminences 
on the red ſands) a curtain extends up the face 
of the hill, and concludes, at an inacceſſible 
preeipice, the works of the town. In this 
curtain is the South port gate, before which, 
and the ſouth baſtion is a dry ditch, with a 
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covered way and glacis. At the eaſt end, on 
the declivity of the hill, above the gate, 1s 
a large flat baſtion, connected with the cur- 
tain, and mounting 13 guns, bearing on the 
bay, &c. This work is covered by a demi- 
baſtion that joins the precipice. Above the 
precipice, an old Mooriſh wall is continued to 
the ridge of the rock; in the front of which 
a curtain viith loop-holes, and redans (built 
in the reign of the Emperor Charles V, and 
called after his name) extends to the top, ef- 
fectually cutting off all communication in 
that quarter. Between the Mooriſh and 
Charles the Vth's walls, is the ſignal-houſe; 
whence-the guard, on a ſerene and clear day, 
have almoſt an unbounded yiew of the Me- 


diterranean, and can juſt obſerve a part of 


the Atlantic ocean over the Spanich moun- 
tains. Signals formerly were made at this 
poſt, on the appearance of top-ſail veſſels 
from eaſt to weſt; but ſoon after the com- 
mencement of the late war, we diſcovered 
that the Spaniſh-cruifers were more frequent- 
ly informed of the approach of our friends 
by our ſignals, than by their own. The 
ſignals were therefore diſcontinued. 

The above comprehends a general! deſcrip- 
tion of the fortifications of the town, avoid- 
ing too minute a detail of each work, I 
ſhall therefore proceed in deſcribing, in the 
_ general manner, the works to the ſouth- 
ward. | 


From the South baſtion a-line-wall is con- 


tinned along the beach to the New mole 


33 HISTORY OF THE LAT E 


where an irregular fort is erected, mountin ng 
26 guns. This hne-wall is divided by a ſmall 
baſtion of eight guns; and in its rear is a re- 
tired work, called the Princeſs of Wales's 
lines; in which are ſeveral ſtrong batteries 
for the ſea. - Near the South baſtion, though 
without the town, is a wharf called Ragged 
Staff, where the ſupplies for the garriſon are 
vſvally landed; being convenient from its vi- 
cinity to the victualling- office and ſtores. 
The communication to this quay, is by ſpiral 
wooden ſtairs, and a draw-bridge opening 
into the covert-way; in front of which is a 
ſmall work of maſonry, mounting two guns. 
At the foot of the ſtairs is the baſon, where 
ſhipping take in water. Two tanks are alſo 
appropriated to this purpoſe, near the Eight- 
gun baſtion, having a CONNEXION with the 
grand aqueduct. * * 

In the New mole there is depth of water 
ſufficient for a ſhip of the line to lie along-ſide 
the wharf, and heave down. At the mole- 
head is a circular battery for heavy metal, 
joined to the New-mole fort by a ſtrong wall, 
fraiſed ; having a banquet for muſquetry, 
with two embrafures opening towards the bay. 
This mole, with the old mole at Waterport, 
were built for the accommodation of trading- 
veſſels : the former however is generally oc- 
cupied by men of war; and the latter, not 
having more than ſix feet at low water, only 
admits ſmall craft tothe wharfs : merchantmen 
of large burthen are obliged therefore to an- 
chor about half or ” three quarters of a mile 
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from Waterportz in ſeven. or eight fathoms. 
But in time of war this anchorage 1s com- 
manded by the Spaniſh forts ; they are conſe- 
quently, incaſe of a rupture with Spain, under 
the neceflity of removing to the ſouthward 
of the New mole, where the ground 1s ſo 
rocky and foyl, that they are often in immi- 
nent danger during the ſtrong ſoutherly winds. 
From the New-mole fort, to the north end 
of Roſia bay, the rock is difficult of acceſs ; 
nevertheleſs a parapet is continued, and bat- 
teries are erected, as ſituations dictate, 
The works at Roſia are ſtrong, and act as 


| flanks to each other. They are cloſe along 


the beach, which is low, and haye a retired 
battery of eight guns in their rear. 

The rock continues to aſcend from the 
ſouth point of Roſia Bay, by Parſon's Lodge 
(behind which, upon an eminence, is a new 
battery, en barbet, on trayerſing carriages) to 
Camp-guard, and Buena Viſta ; ſo called 
from the beautiful proſpe of the bay, and 


neighbouring kingdoms of Barbary and Spain, 


which is there preſented to a ſpectator. A 


line-wall is raiſed, notwithſtanding the rock . 


being inacceſſible, with cannon at different 
diſtances. At Buena Viſta there are ſeveral 
guns en burbet, which have great command; 
and the hill towards Europa is lightly for- 
tified, which gives it the appearance, at a 
diſtance, of an old caftle repaired, The 
rock then deſcends by the Devil's Bowling- 
green, ſo named from the irregularity of its 
ſurface, to Little Bay. At this poſt, w. ch is 


Ph 
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totally ſurrounded with precipices, there is a 
barbet battery, flanking the works to the 
New mole: eee the rock continues natu- 
rally ſteep. for a conſiderable diſtance, when 
the line-wall and batteries recommence, and 
extend in an irregular manner to Europa 
Point, the fouthern extremity of the garriſon, 
though not” the ſouthern point of Europe. 
The rock from this point is regularly perpen- 
dicular to Europa advance, where a few bat- 
teries, and a poſt at the Cave-guard, termi- 
nate the works. The fortifications along the 
ſea-line at Europa do not however conſtitute 
the principal ſtrength of that part of the garri- 
ſon. The retired and inacceſſible lines of 
Windmill Hill have great command, and being 
ſituated within mufquet-ſbet of the ſea, are 
very formidable, and of great conſequence i in 
that quarter. 

The preceding defcription, it is hoped, 
will be ſufficiently explanatory, though the 
ſcale of the garriſon-plan, for obvious rea- 
ſons, is very minute, will yet point out the 
improvements that have been made within 
theſe few years. The new baſtions on the 
ſea- line were planned, and executed, by 
and under the direction of the preſent Chief 
Engineer, Major-general Green. Lieuten- 
ant-general Sir Robert Boyd, K. B. laid the 
foundation- ſtone of the King's baſtion, in 
the abſence of General Cornwallis, the gover- 
nor. The garriſon alſo underwent conſider- 
able alterations whilſthe commanded ; Wind- 
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mill Hill was fortified, and other changes 
ſouthward. The im- 
provements on the northern front were carried 
on under the direction of Sir George Auguſ- 
tus Eliott, K. B. ſince he was appointed to 
the government. The communication, or 
llery leading to St. George's Hall, above 
Farringdon's Hoh Queen's-line battery, 
and communication ; two works of the ſame 
nature, which under the Qypeen's battery, 
Willis's, and in the rock above Prince of Heſ- 
ſe's baſtion ; are all ſo ſingularly contrived, 
and of ſo formidable a nature, that all irect 
attacks by land, henceforward, may be conſi- 
dered as quixotiſm and inſanity. | 
Before the interior part of the place is de- 
ſcribed, it will not be improper to conclude 
the deſcription of its outer works, by inſert- 
ing an abſtract of the guns, howitzers, and 
mortars mounted upon the different batteries. 
The original, from which this was copied, 
7 taken in the beginning of March, 
1783. 


— Ow .\. 


Cannon, Mortars. Howitzers. 
| m3 „ ln. «i. 
Nature of Ordnance, 432 & 18 12 9 6 & 13 10 8 44/0 8 84 
26 3 19 
Ser viceable Ordnance, 
22 1 13% 104 70 16 25 38 29 1 6 34079 93 
„ „„ e 
Set viceable Ordnance, 
diſmounted, [ « 27 9g - of . 15] * 2 7 31 . . * 
| 77 149 113.74 16 31 61 29 3 13 65019 9 4 
' ** — 


Total ſerviceable in the garriſon, 663 pieces of artillery. 


* 


= 


——— 
— ranm—es 


— 


—_ =_ 
_— 1 
— — — DS > 
— 
* — 8 


42 HISTORY OF THE LATE 

The Town is built on a bed of red ſand, 
ſimilar to thoſe eminences without South port, 
which originally extended from Land port to 
the foot of the aſcent to the ſouth barracks, 
The buildings, before the town was deſtroyed 
in the late ſiege, were compoſed of different 
materials, principally of tapia*; though, 
ſince the Englith have been in poſſeſſion of 
Gibraltar, many have been built of the rock- 
ſtone, plaſtered, and painted on the outſide, 
to break the powerful rays of the ſun, which 
otherwiſe would be too glaring, and prejudi- 
cial to the eyes. The modern houſes were in 
general covered with tiles; but the flat ter- 
raced roofs remained in thoſe erected by the 
Spaniards, and in ſome, the mirandas or tow- 
ers, whence the inhabitants, without re- 
moving from home, had a beautiful and ex- 


tenſive proſpect of the neighbouring coaſts. 


Of the buildings that are moſt deſerving 


notice, the old Mooriſh caſtle is the moſt con- 


ſpicuous. This antique ftruQure is ſituated 
on the north-weſt ſide of the hill, and origi- 
nally conſiſted of a triple wall, the outer in- 
cloſure deſcending to the water's edge : but 
the lower parts have long ſince been removed, 
and the grand battery and water-port fortifi- 
cations erected on their ruins; and the firſt, 
or upper wall, would long ago have ſhared the 
ſame fate, had it not been found of ſervice in 
covering the town from the. iſthmus, in caſe 


* A cement conſiſting of mortar made of ſand, lime, and 
ſmall pebbles, which being well tempered, and wrought 
together in a frame, acquires great ſtrength and ſolidity. | 
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4 Jof a ſiege. The walls ſtanding at preſent 


form an oblong ſquare, aſcending the hill, at 


the upper angle of which is the principal tow- 
er, where the Governor or Alcaide formerly 


reſided. The ruins of a Mooriſh moſque, or 
place of worſhip, can be traced within the 


walls; as alſo a neat moriſque court, and re- 


ſervoir for water : but the latter cannot, with- 


W out great difficulty, be diſcovered by a ſtran- 


ger. A large tower on the fouth-eaſt wall 
has long been converted into a magazine- for 
powder; and in different places quarters 
were fitted up, before the late ſiege, for of- 
ficers and two companies of ſoldiers. This 


Xx caſtle was erected, as I have mentioned before, 


by the Saracens or Moors, on their firſt in- 
vading Spain ; and the preſent venerable re- 
mains are inconteſtable proofs of its magni- 
ficence, whilſt it continued in their poſ- 
ſeſſion. 
The other principal buildings are the Con- 
vent, or Governor's quarters; the Lieutenant- 
Governor's houſe, which is a modern ſtructure; 
the Admiralty-houſe, formerly a monaſtery of 


white friars; the ſoldiers barracks, Victualling- 


office, and Store-houſe. Beſides theſe, there 
are the Spaniſh church, the Ataraſana, or 
galley-houſe, and ſome other buildings, for- 
merly of note, but now in ruins from the fire 
of the Spaniards during the late ſiege. 

At the ſouthward, are the South Barracks 
and the Navy Hoſpital. The former a ſtately 
building, delightfully ſituated, with a parade 
in front, and two pavilions detached ; the 


44 HISTORY OF THE LAT E 


whole capable of quartering 1200 men, and 
officers proportionate. The latter a capacious 
pile, well adapted to the purpoſe for which it 
was intended: it has an area in the centre, 
with piazzas and a gallery above, by which 
the ſick may enjoy the ſun, or ſhade, as they 
think proper : there are apartments for 1600 
men, with pavilions at each wing for the ac- 
commodation and convenience of the ſurgeons 
and their attendants. This hoſpital was 
originally erected for the navy, in caſe a Brt- 
tiſh fleet ſhould be ſtationed in the Mediter- 
zancean; but, on the Spaniards bombarding 
the town in 1781 „the Governor removed into 
it the ſick of the garriſon. At ſome diſtance, 


in the front of the barracks, are two powder- 


magazines, in which the ſupplies from Eng- 
land are uſually depoſited, before they are 
diſtributed to the other magazines. Theſe laſt 
conclude the chief, I might ſay almoſt the 
only buildings remaining on the rock after the 
late ſiege; and their preſervation was owing 
to their being kept in conſtant repair by work- 
men purpoſely appointed for that duty. 
Beſides the remains of Mooriſh architec- 
ture which have already been mentioned, the 
tollowing have been eſteemed not unworthy 
of notice: Within the town we find the 
Galley-houſe, and part of the Spaniſh church; 
alſo tho Bomb-houſe, adjoining the line-wall : 
and at the ſouthward, ruins of Mooriſh build- 
ings are diſcernible on Wind-mill hill, and 
at Europa. The former are ſituated on an 
eminence, but no antiquarian can determine 
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to what uſe they were appropriated: ſome are 
of opinion they were burying-vaults for per- 


ſons of rank; others ſuppoſe them a priſon, 
whilſt, in the garriſon, the whole is generally 
known by the name of the Inquiſition. At 
Europa, oppoſite the guard-houſe, may be 


traced the femains of à building erected by 


the Moors, but uſed by the Spaniards as 4 


chapel, and called Nueſtra Senora del Europa. 
Along the water's edge, without the fortifica- 
tion, are alſo ſeveral rains of Mooriſh walls; 


a advance is a Mooriſh 


and towards Europ | 
by the garriſon, the Nuns-well. 


bath, called 
It is ſunk eight feet deep in the rock, is 72 


I| | feet long, and 42 feet broad, and, to preſerve 
X the water, has an arched roof, ſupported by 


pillars. To the left of this bath is a cave, 
under Wind-mill hill, known by the name of 
Beefſteak- cave; which was a common reſi- 
dence for many of the inhabitants, during the 


The hill abounds in cavities, that ſerve as 
receptacles for the rain. - None, however, is 
ſo ſingular and worthy of notice as St. George's 
cave, on the fide of the hill, in a line with 


1 the ſouth. barracks, about 1100 feet above the 


level of the ſea. At the entrance are the re- 
mains of a ſtrong wall. The mouth is only 
five feet wide; but on deſcending a ſlope of 
earth, it widens conſiderably ; and, with the 
aſſiſtance of torches, the openings of ſeveral 
ſmaller caves are diſcovered. The outer cave 
is about 200 feet long, and 9o broad. The 
top appears to be ſupported by pillars of vaſt 
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magnitude, formed by the perpetual droppings it © 
of petrifying water, the whole bearing great 
reſemblance to the inſide ol a gloomy Gotlue F 
cathedral. fr NJ 
The ſeveral . in the progreſs of * 
theſe petrifactions are eaſily diſcovered. In 
\ ſome may be obſerved fmall capitals, deſcend- 
ing from the roof, whilſt proportionable baſes 
ite underneath: others again are formed of 
very ſmall diameter; and a third claſs, im 
menſely large, ſeem to ſupport the roof of 
this wonderful cavern. Few ſtrangers viſit 
Gibraltar but are conducted to view this cave; 
and numbers, with the aſſiſtance of ropes and 
torches, have attempted to explore the depth; 
but, after deſcending. about 500 feet, they 41 
have been obliged to return, by the groſs Va- 
pours-which iſſued from beneath. It was in 
this cave that the Spaniards concealed them- 
ſelves in the fiege of 1727, when a party of 
them, unperceived, got into the garriſon, at 
the Cave-guard, near Europa advance, but 
afterwards failed in their enterpriſe. 
There are ſeveral other caves on different 
parts of the hill, in which the water poſſeſſes 
the ſame petrifying qualities. One under Mid- 
dle-hill, called Pocoroca, was fitted up, pre vi- 
ous to the bombardment, for the Governor's re- 
ception ; but was afterwards converted into a 
powder-magazine; being very convenient for 
the batteries on the heights. 
Amongſt the natural curioſities of Gibraltar, 
the - petrified bones, found in the cavities of 
the rocks, have greatly attracted the attention 
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3 . of the curious. Theſe bones are not found 
in one particular part, but have been diſco- 
vered in various places at a conſiderable diſ- 

WE tance from each other. From the rocks near 
or Roſia-bay, (without the line-wall) great 


In 150 quantities of this curious petrifaction ha ve 
1d. been collected, and ſent home for the inſpec- 


tion of naturaliſts. Some of the bones are 
of large diameter; and, being broken with 
me rock, the marrow is caſily to be diſtin- 
or eviſhed.. Colonel James, in his deſcription 
of Gibraltar, mentions an entire human 


— cgkeleton being diſcovered in the ſolid rock, at 
ng the Prince's lines; but the miner blew it to 
th 4 ; | pieces: and in the beginning of the late 
„blockade, a party of miners, forming a cave 
ey 44 5 b : : x f 
at Upper All's-well, in the lines, produced 


ſeveral bones that were petrified to the rock, 
and appeared to have belonged to a large bird: 
being preſent at the time, I procured ſeveral 
fragments; but in the bombardment of 1781, 
they were deſtroyed with other ſimilar cu- 
rioſities. 275 

== The hill is remarkable for the number of 
2 apes about its ſummit, which are ſaid not to 
be found in any other part of Spain. They 
breed in inacceſſible places, and frequently 
appear in large droves, with their young on 
RE their backs, on the weſtern face of the hill. 
lt is imagined they were originally brought 
from Barbary by the Moors, as a ſimilar 
= ſpecies inhabit Mons Aby/a, which, on that 
account, is generally called Ape's-hill. Red- 
legged partridges are often found in coveys: 
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; woodeocks and teal are ſometimes ſeen ; and 


wild-rabbits are caught about Europa and 
Windmill-hill. The garrifon-orders forbid 
officers to ſhoot on the weſtern-ſide of the 
zock; parties however often go in boats round 
Europa- point to kill wild pigeons, which are 
numerous in the caves. 
Eagles and vultures annually viſtt Gibraltar 
from Barbary, in their way to the interior 


parts of Spain. The former breed in the = 


craggy parts of the rock, and, with the hawk, 
are often ſeen towering round its ſummit. 


fometimes found. The ſcorpion, centipes, 
and other venomous reptiles, abound amongſt 
the rocks and old buildings; and the harmleſs 
green lizard, and ſnake, are frequently caught 
by the ſoldiers, who, after drawing their 
_ treat them with every mark of fond- 
neſs. 

With regard to the climate of Gibraltar, the 
inhabitants breathe a temperate and, whole- 
fome air, for moſt part of the year. The 
fummer months of June, July, and Auguſt, 
are exceſſively warm, with a perpetual ſerene 
and clear ſky: the heat is however allayed, 
in a great meaſure, by a conſtant refreſhing 
breeze from the ſea, which uſually ſets in 


about ten m the forenoon, continuing till 3 


_ almoſt ſun-ſet; and, from its invigorating | 
and agreeable coolneſs, is emphatically called 
the Doctor. The cold in winter is not ſo ex- 
ceſſive as in the neighbouring parts of the 


Moſchetoes are exceedingly troubleſome to- 4 
wards the cloſe of ſummer ; and loeuſts are 
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a rarity ; yet the Grenadian mountains in | 


was Spain, and the lofty mountains in Affick, 
tlio have ſnow lying on them for Teveral months. 
md Heavy rains, high winds, and moſt tremen- 
are ũ dous thunder, wirh dreadfully-vivid light- 
| ning, ate the attendants on December and 
[far January. The rain then pours down in tor- 
mer rents from the hill, and, deſcending with 
the great rapidity, often choaks up the drains 

| with large tones and rubbiſh, and ſometinits 
nit. does great injury to the works; but theſe 
to- BY ſtorms never are of long duration: the {ky 
are WF ſoon clears up; the heavy clouds diſperſe; 
Pes, the chearing fun appears, and ſufficiently 
net Bl compenſates for the horrots of the preceding | 


niards were in 7 


6 E are to be ſeen on the face of 


night. It is during this ſeaſon that the w 

ter that ſerves the garriſon for the enſuing 
ſummer, is collected. N which 
conducts it to the fountain in the centre of 


. 


de town, is extremely well executed; and 


was conſtructed by a Jeſuit, when the Spa- 
1 poſſeffion ' of Gibraltar. It is 
erected againſt the bank of ſand, without 
South port, beginning to the 'Southward 

the eight-gun baſtion, © and, collecting the 
rain-water that filters through the ſand, con- 


7 duQs it to the South port, and thenceto the 


Fountain. The water, thus ſtrained and 


paurified, is Temarkably clear and wholeſome. 


ut The appearance of the rock is batren and 

forbidding; as few trees or ſhrubs, 0 2 

ill: yet it is not entirely deſtitute of vege- 
| E 


J 
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tation; wild herbs, of different kinds, ſpring 
up in the interſtices of the rocks, when the 

riodical rains ſet in, and afford ſome trif- 
* nouriſhment to the bullocks, ſheep, and 
NN that browſe en the hill. The firſt 


riſon till rel or I— When they ceaſe, 
and the powerful rays of the ſun have wither- 
ed the little verdure that appeared on the hill, 
nothing offers to the eye but ſharp uncouth 
rocks, : dried palmetto buſhes. The ſoil 
collected in the = ground is however ex- 
tremely rich and fertile, producing variety of 
fruits and vegetables. Colonel James, in his 
.claborate hiſtory of Gibraltar, enumerates no 
leſs than 300 "Ificrent herbs, which are to be 
found on various parts of the rock. Gibral- 
tar conſequently muſt be an excellent field 
amuſement to a botaniſt. 

The garriſon, before the blockade of 1779, 
Was chiefly:. fupplied with roots and garden- 
ſtuff from the gardens on the neutral ground, 
which, being zon a flat, could almoſt con- 
* ſtantly (even in ſummer) be kept ĩ in a ſtate of 
vegetation. The proprietors of theſe gar- 


dens were obliged totally to relinquiſh them 
„hen the Spaniards erected their advanced 
works: from that period General Eliot en- 
couraged cultivation within his own limits, 
e Lane poſſible indulgence. Many plots at 


fouthward were incloſed with walls, the 
- ground cleared of Rones, and rubbiſh, * and 
foil collected from. other * ſo that with 
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aſſiduity and perſeverance, after ſome times 
the produce, during the winter ſeaſon, wa, 
ſo increaſed as to be almoſt equal to the con- 
ſumption; and probably, in the ſpace of a 
few years, the garriſon may be totally inde- 
pendent, in this article, of any aſſiſtance 
from the neighbourhood. Dey 


= Gibraltar, by being nearly ſurrounded by 
the ſea, is exceedingly N with. 
ſiſh; the John-doree, turbot, ſoal, ſalmon, 
hake, rock-cod, mullet, and ranger, with 
= great variety of leſs note, are caught along 
WS the: Spaniſh ſhore, and in different parts of 
WW the bay. Mackarel are alſo taken in -vaſt 
numbers during the ſeaſon, and ſhell-fiſh are 
ſometimes brought from the neighbouring 
parts. —The Moors, in times of peace, ſup- 
ply the garriſon with ox-beef, mutton, yeal, 
and poultry, on moderate terms; and from 
Spain they procure pork, which is remark- 
able for its OF ne flavour. Fruits of 
all kinds, ſuch as melons, oranges, green figs, 
grapes, pomegranates, &c. are brought in abun- 
dance from Barbary and Portugal: and 
the beſt wines are drank at very reaſonable 
| The preſent military eſtabliſhment® of Gi- 
braltar conſiſts of ſix companies of artillery, 
eight regiments of the. line, and a company 
of artificers, commanded by engineers; com- 
poſing an army of near. 4000 men, officers 


included. Before the late bombardment, the 
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trdo were q uartered in ke barracks av'the 
ſouthward; and in quarters fitted up out of 
the old 8 ani buildings in town. The of 
ficers we! ' diftiibuted 3 in the fame manner; 
but in cafe of reinforcements, and that go- 
vernment quarters were not ſufficient for 
their accommodation, billet- money was Al- 
Ioved inn proportion to rank, and the officers 
hired lodging from the inhabitants. 3 8 
"The rhe els on their arrival in the gar- 
riſon, ate NT to ſalt proviſions from the 
ſtotes, 1/4 the _ following pròportion. One 
ration in each ferfeant, 0 drummer, 
and private, conſiſting of 5 Ib. of bread, de- 
livered twice a weck, beef 2 lb. 8 Oo. por 
1 1h, butter 10 62. peaſt half à gallon, and 
Srbats 35 7 ints: | Erefy Wei enedk and 
Captain, receives 
two. rations, 4 at ptain three, a Major and 
jeuten alt. Colette — — Colonel fix. In 
of profound peace, officers generally 
receive 4 'compentatioit in money for their 
proviſiqns, of diſpoſe of them to the Jews, 
of Who there are great numbers | in the gar- 
fiſon, and who'are always ready to purchafe, 


or. take them : in barter. The troops are paid 
in currency, Which, let che exchange of the 


arriſbn be above or below pur, never varies 
tothe Bon-cdthimiffioned and privates. A ſer- 
jeant rect ixcs Weekly, as full garriſon- pay; dne 


doll ar, 4 reals, e to mine: pence fierimg, 
Per die Hp e e one dollar, 


one 2 and five quartils, in ſterling about 
fix-pence per den; Ana private, ſeven reals, 


. 
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or four - penee ha pen ſterling, per diem, 


icers receive... their fuhbſiſtenee according 
Ede eurese); itz ür pence fer dollar # 
par. During the late bambardnient, the EXy 
change, for a conſiderable time, was as high 
as forty-two. pence, by wh 1 arntlenge 
who were under, the neee ity of drawing for 
their pay, loſt fix, pence in every three ſhi 
lings; and it ſeldom was lower than forty 
pence whilſt the ſiege continued. The coins 
current in Gibraltar, are thoſe vſed in Spain, 
All accounts are kept in dollars, rqals,. and 
quartils: the two former, like the pound 
ſterling, are imaginary ; the latter is a copper 


ir is wit alt ie ns tilde aft 
i, The Bay of Gibraltar, formed by tlie 


headlands of Cabrita and Europa Points, is 
commodious, and ſeems intended by nature to 
command the Straits: there are epo 
however, when a fleet may paſs unobſerve 

by the garriſon; for ſuch is the impenetrable 
thickneſs of the miſts, which uſually prevail 
during the eaſterly winds, that many ſhips 
have . baffled the. vigilance of the cruiſers, 
and gone through unnoticed : the ſouth-weſ- 
terly winds, particularly at the equinox, are 
alſo often attended, with ſuch. thick. and rainy 
weather, that yeſlgls. have paſſed through and 
got into the Bay without being ſeen. 
Since Gibraltar has been in the oſſeſſion 
of the Engliſh, the Spaniards ha ve erected, 
in different parts of the Bay, ſeveral batteries 
and forts for the protection of their . ſmall 
cratt in war, and to prevent their coaſt from 


= after their eftabliſhment at Gibraltar. 


thoſe invaders firſt diſembarked, when they 


Whilſt the Moors maintained their conqueſts, 
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being annoyed, . 4 Cabrita, which is *a 
bold rocky point, are a barbet- battery a and 
watch- tower, whence, during the blockade, 
ſignals of flags by day, and lights at night, 
were made to inform the Spaniſh cruiſers at 
Algeziras, &c. of the approach of any veſſel 
towards the Bay. Theſe watch - towers are 
diſtributed at "ſhort diſtances, along the coaſt 
for a conſiderable extent, to alarm the 
country, in caſe of a viſit from the Algerines, 
or when any other extraordinary circum- 
ſtance Happens. To the northward of Ca- 
brita are two others, with a fort at the nor- 
thermoſt tower, which is called San Garcia: 
the point on which the latter are erected, 
project with a long reef of dangerous ſhoals 
and rocks, conſiderably into the bay. The 
town and iſland of Algeziras, with their bar: 
teries, then appear in vie p. 

Algeziras lies oppoſite to Gibraltar; abou; 
Hg miles acroſs the Bay; and, ſince the late 
ſiege, has greatly increaſed in conſequence 
— wealth. The town was built and forti- 

ed by the Saracens about the year 714, two 
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is remarkable for being the place where 


ſo rapidly overturned the Gothic empire in 
Spain; and, as well as Gibraltar, was erect- 
ed to preſerve a communication with Africa. 


it conſequently became a city of great im- 
b a and ftrength. We find, during the 
ucceſſive wars which took place between the 
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. 58, 
Moors and the Spaniards, Algeziras was fre- 
quently beſieged by the kings of Caſtile; and, 
when Gibraltar ſo caſily fell into the hands of 
the Chriſtians in 13 10, this city reſiſled all theit 
efforts. At length after a moſt gbſtinate ſiege 


4 
of 1 


in 1344, Algeziras was compelled to ſur- 
render to the victorious arms of Alonzo XI. 
The ſiege continued 20 months, and moſt of 
the potentates in Europe. intereſted them- 
ſelves in the event, by ſending ſuccours to. 
the Chriſtian beſiegers. The Engliſh, under 
the Duke of Lancaſter, the Earls of, Derby, 
Y. 


city; but being unable to. retain it, they de- 
moliſhed the works, and carried away the in- 


habitants captives, 


o 


Whilſt the, Moors kept poſſeſſion of Gib- 
raltar, Which wag. now in its turn become a 
city of importance, the Spanjards never at- 
tempted. to rebuild Algeziras; and ſtill leſs 
did they eſteem. it. an aden Worthy their at- 
tention, after Gibraltar fell into their hands. 
The town, therefore, remained in ruins and 
deſolate, excepting a few fiſherxmen's huts, till 
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the Spa ti ward, Ja the be; ginning of the pre- 
ä Tot nth, 1 G per, after the ceſ- 
a Giß cater.” eat Britain, to re- 
e and ſecure it by a few. batteries towards 
the Jea, which alſo might occaſionally pr otect 
their cruiſers in time of war. Ae that 
riod, from the conſtant - intercourſe and 
trade between it and Gibraltar, Algeziras is 
become a town of ſome confequence and 
wealth; 458, as à late writer has juſtly ex- 
preſſed,” 6 like a phœnix has | riſen out of 
* Its Re . aſhes,” after being for ages in 
e 
5 The New town is built to the Northward 
of the old city, (whoſe venerable ruins till 
remain) and: is defended to the ſouthward 
by a battery of nine or ten guns, erected on 
an iſland fome diſtance from the ſhore. To 
uk northward © of the town is another bat- 
ery of ix guns, And a little farther, on an 
eminenee, one of 24, which was raiſed by 
Admiral Barcelo, when he was apprehenſive 
an attack. from Sir George Rodney, in 
1780. Between the iſland and the town, 
ball craſt find tolerable ſhelter ; but ſhips of 
war, or of large burthen, anchor to the north- 
ward. The lands round the town are of late 
much cultivated, . and with the ſhipping, 
Form, in the ſpring, a pleaſantly-variegated 
and 2 beautifol proſpect from Gibraltar. A 
tachmenf or regiment of infantry is con- 
ſtantly on duty, who, with thofe of the Spa- 
niſh lines and neighbonthood, are under the 
command of the. Commandant at St. Roque. 
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To the northward of Algezitas are the N. 
vers Palmones and Gua the former 
is the broader and deeper of the two, and 
was the principal retreat of the Spaniſh gun 
and mortar boats, when they wanted repairs, 

after bombarding the gartiſun. Admiral Bar- 


celo in this river — = r | 
he ſent over in June 2780. 


On the saft banks of the: Gu: 
near Rocadillo Point, where there i is a ſmall 
fort and tower; are the venerable ruins of the 
once famous city of CAR TEIA. This cel 
brated place, ſcarcely a ſtone of which is 
now left to inform poſterity here it ſtnod, is 
reported to have been built by the Phenicians 

in the firſt ages of navigation, when thoſe ad- 
venturers viſited the extreme of the 
then known world. Hiſtorians mention: it 
under the names of Carteia, Hetaclia; aud 
Calpe Carteia. When the Carthaginians be- 
came a powerful nation, and aimed at the ſp- 
vereignty” of Spain, Carteia maintained its 
independence for ſome time, till Hannibal, 
according to Livy, ſtormed the city; and de 
moliſned moſt of its works. When Scipio 
obliged the Carthaginians to quit Spain, Car- 

teia was a place of little importance: but the 
Romans finding it a convenient ſtation for 
their navy, the city was increaſed with a 
Roman colony, and once mote began to riſe 


into ſplendor and magnificence. After the me- 


morable battle of Munda, Cneius Pompey fled 
to Carteia, but, being purſued, was obliged 


3 


to leave it precipitately. As the Roman Em- 
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pire declined, ſo did Carteia; and probably, 
ſoon after the irruption of the Goths and Van- 
dals, it became almoſt deſolate and waſte. On 
the invaſion of Spain by the Saracens, that 
nation undoubtedly diſmantled the buildings 
of this famous city for materialꝭ to erect Gi- 
braltar and Algeziras. The remains of a quay 
are ſtill viſible, with ſome few ruins of public 
buildings apparently Roman; and the country 
peaſants, in tilling the ground, often find va- 
rious antique coins, which curious antiquarians 
have not thought unworthy of a place in their 
HFalf-way between the Guadaranque and 
the garriſon, is another fort and tower, called 
Point Mala, or Negro Point, to the north- 
ward of which is the inland village of St. 
Raque. : This is a ſmall inſignificant town, 
thongh delightfully ſituated, at about five miles 
diſtance from Gibraltar. It was built by the 
Spaniards, in the beginning of the preſent 
century, when the garriſon of Gibraltar ſur- 
rendered to Sir George Rooke. The Spaniſh 
commandant of the lines generally makes it 
his reſidence : and during the late ſiege, un- 
der the Duc de Crillon, the Comte d'Artois, 
and the Duc de Bourbon, had apartments in 
the town. Previous to the war of 15779, it 
was 'often frequented by the officers from 
Gibraltar; and in the ſpring and ſummer ſea- 
ſons, Britiſh families reſided there for ſeyeral 
months, ſome for the benefit of their health, 
others for pleaſure. The combined army, 
during the late ſiege, encamped on the plains 
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below-'St.” Roque, and landed all their brd: 
nance and military ſtores, a little to the weſtz 
ward of Point Mala, near the Orange- 
de.: litten Neun i ann E 
I cannot help remarking in this place, thatz 
among the evils of the late ſiege, the garriſon 
Have to regret the interruption of that fri 
intercourſe, which before ſubſiſted between 
them and the neighbourhood, and which is 
now prohibited by the Spaniſh government: 
When the communication was free and unli- 
mited (except in point of introducing a con- 
traband traffic into Spain) the ſtricteſt intimacy 
ſubſiſted between the Britiſ military; and the 
Spaniards reſident in the adjacent” villages. 
Parties were reciprocally viſiting each other, 
and the officers conſtantly making excurſions 
into the country. Theſe excurſions, with 
others to the coaſt of Barbary, (which in the 
ſeaſon ſuperabounds with various ſpecies of 
game) were pleaſing relaxations from the duties 
of the garriſon, and rendered Gibraltar as 
eligible a ſtation as any to which a ſoldier 
could be ordered. , keen * 
On the whole - Whether we conſider Gib- 
raltar as commanding the entrance of the 
Mediterranean, and conſequently \Vcapable 
of controuling the commerce of the Europeans 
with the Levant; or whether we conſider it 
as almoſt impregnable by nature, and conſe. 
quently as moſt ſuſceptible of the improve- 
ments of art; its ſituation is, perhaps, more 
ſingular and curious than that of any fortreſs 
in the world. Theſe circumſtances, and the 
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degree of Gonſtquence whichjt-oonfers on its 
— in the opinion ef che Barharꝝ ſtates, 
dt Kalles excite the attention, and 
alarm the intereſts, of moſt maritime nations 
in Burope; and, winh the multitudde at leaſt, 

i tx always fenen object of, political im-. 


portance. Pulitieians, however; there have 
. — no inferior rank, whorhave:tbought 
very diffetently' of its valve and utility. On 
this delicate ſubject 1 will frankly. 54 ana 
Itiability-to decide. I ſhall therefore, —— 
further apology; leave theſe: ſpeculations to 
men of mort leifurt and experience; and pro- 
ccd to matters better adapted to * —_— 
and-dtiormation.. Br Os EREIT Y 
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Commencement of 1 au in 1779, — 
Great Britain and Spain. State 'of* the 
garriſon of Gibraltar at that period ib 
guous conduct of the Spumardi. E 
encamp before the garriſon.—Form 4 blocs 

bade. — Tababrtants leade the plate. 
Motrons © of "the "enemy. —FEret? Aena 

| Batteries in their Nner.— Fired upon from the 
garriſon. —Continue their operations. —Eoſr of 

- the Peate 5 Plenty —.— — Provijions 

extremely ſcarce in the ' garriſon. —$ fired 

. 70 ns the Buck rutter * 

Prim of of the Strat. _ 
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G the. Spaniards: bad 1 
thrice defeated in their attempts to recover 
Gibraltar, they continued to view that gars 
riſon with a jealous eye, determined, if we 

may judge from their late conduct, to ſeige 
the firſt eligible opportunity of wreſting itz 
— poſlible, from the dmaibn of 8 

ain. FOITRON ogg n 101 1 
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The war of 1762 was too unexpected on 
the part of Spain, and conducted with too 
great ſucceſs by the Britiſh Miniſter, to admit 
of ſuch an enterpriſe as the ſiege of Gibraltar. 

he period was not however far diſtant, when 

xe conteſt between Great Britain and her 
colonies ſeemed. to promiſe as favourable an 
opportunity as their warmeſt wiſhes could 
have anticipated; particularly, when in ad- 
dition to the civil war, they found hoſtilities 
taking place between. Great Britain and 
France. The cloſe of the year 1977, when 
the news of the convention of Saratoga firſt 
arrived in Europe, was the period which they 
embraced, to introduce themſelves into the 
diſpute. - Hoſtilities had then been carried on 
for near fix months between Great Britain 
and France : Spain therefore judged the op- 
partunity favourable to offer her mediation, 
propoſing ſuch an arrangement as ſhe muſt be 
aſſured would not be agreeable to the principal 
belligerent powers. Great Britain had no 
| ſooner refuſed her acquieſcence, than the 
Court of Madrid eſpouſed the part of France ; 
and, on the 16th of June, 1979, the Spaniſh 
Ambaflador, the Marquis d'Almodovar, pre- 
ſented: to the Court of London his hoſtile 
manifeſto. | 

The principal defi ign of theCourt of M adrid, 
in entering into this war, was evidently the 
recovery of Gibraltar. Before any reply was 
14 by the: Britiſh Miniſtry to their propo- 

Is for a pacification, overtures had been pri- 


vately made to the * of Morocco, to 
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farm his ports at Tetuan, Tangier, and 
Larache; by which means Gibraltar might be 
out off from its principal ſupplies. This con- 
duct ſeemed to a confidence that her 
terms in the mediation would be refuſed; and 
the conſiderable (depots: of military ſtores, 
which were collected in her —_—_— undoubt- 
edl ted out, that the of that 

pe — her firſt and — object. = 
the 21ſt of: June, 1770, the communication 
between Spain and Gi raltar was W oP 
an order — Madrid. 

Two days previous to this event, General 
BraorT2; the governor, accompanied by many 
field-officers of the garriſon, paid a viſit to 
General. Mendoza, the commandant of - the 
_ Spaniſh lines, to congratulate: him on his pro- 
motion. Their reception at St. Roque. was 
far from agreeable; and it was remarked that 
the. Spaniſh General appeared embarraſſed 
during their ſtay, which might from 
his knowledge of what was — ollow. The 
viſit was ſhort, and the governor had ſcarcely 
returned to the garriſon, when Mr. Logie, 
his Majeſty's conſul in Barbary, arrived from 
Tangier in a Swediſh frigate, with certain in- 
telligence of the intended rupture between 
Great Britain and Spain. Mr. Logie's infor- 
mation proceeded from a Swediſh brig, which 
on her paſſage to Tangier had fallen in with 
the French fleet, of about 28 fail of the line, 
off Cape Finiſterre, when the maſter being 
ordered on board the Admiral, M. d'Orvilliers, 
he learned that they had been cruiſing: for 
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the garriſon that a 
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ſome time in that N 1 tb 
junction of the Spa 
From the — — held out —— the 
de coul — ourſelves in 
ure was ſo near; but 
the mail from the being refuſed on 
the 21 of June, and being acqu — 
Ame time that the — 6H between Gib. 
raltar and the neighbourhood: was no longer 
to be permitted, we had ſufficient confirmation 
of Mr. Logie's intelligence. We-afterwards 
learned, that the courier, -who brought from 
Madrid the-order to ſhut up the communica- 
tion, had been detained by accidents on the 
Wat; otherwiſe cit was not impoſſible that he 
might have arrived during: General Eliot's 
valet af St, Roque. 
As the fortreſs: of Gibraltar after this event 
became a little world of itſell, it may not be 
u ble, to commence the Hiflory uf 
the Siege with a ſtate of the troops in A 
at that petiod, and the . pee An 
aof th . er 0 
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BY Making a an army of 5382 men, 

On the communication being cloſed, 
council of war was, immediately 1 
to adviſe concerning the meaſures, to be pur- 
ſued on the occaſion, Preparations had been 


privately made for the defence of the garri- 


- ſon, when intelli ence was firſt received of 
the probability of q 2 war: the objects there- 
fore. at, this time to be conſidered were, how 
to procure conſtant ſupplies of proviſions 
from Barbary, and in what manner the cor- 


reſpondence between England and Gibraltar 


was to be conducted. Mr. Logie's preſence 
in Barbary was very eſſential to both theſe 
points: he conſequently returned to Tangier 
on the 22d, having concerted with the Go- 
vernor proper ſignals, by which he might 
communicate intelligence . acroſs the Straits 
Admiral Duff alſo, on the 22d, removed the 
men of war under his command from their 


uſual anchorage, off Waterpent (where they 


9 
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were liable to be annoyed by the ' enemy's 
forts), to the ſouthward, off the new mole. 
His force at that time conſiſted of the Pan- 
ther, of 60 guns, Capt. Harvey, on board of 


which was the flag; three frigates, two of 


which were on a cruiſe ; and a ſloop of war. 
It is natural to. ſuppoſe that the garriſon 
were not a little alarmed at this unexpected 
procedure of the Spaniards, The northern 
guards were reinforced, and the piquets cau- 
tioned to be alert, in caſe of alarm. Land- 
rt barriers were ſhut ; and an artillery officer 
ordered to Willis's batteries, to obſerve the 
movements of the Enemy, and protect the 
Devil's-tower guard, which was ordered to 
. gt corne POS 
Whilſt the friendly intercourſe ſubſiſted 
between the garriſon and the neighbourhood, 
ſeveral Britiſh families and officers had per- 
miſſion to reſide at St. Roque, Los Varios, 
and other ſmall villages a few miles diftant ; 
but immediately on the communication being 
cloſed, General Mendoza ſent them peremp- 
fory orders to remove ; and the time limited 
for their departure was ſo ſhort, that ſome of 
them were obliged to leave moſt of their ef- 
fects behind. Thoſe officers whoſe curioſity 
had led them into the interior parts of the 
country, wete poſitively refuſod liberty to 
teturn to the garriſon; they were therefore 
conducted to Cadiz, and had paſſports grant- 
ed them to leave the kingdom by other foutes. 
Col. Roſs and Capt. Vignoles, of the zyth, 
with Capt. Lefanne, of the 56th, neverthe- 
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leſs contrived to join their corps, by aſſum- 

ing diſguiſes, and riſking the paſſage in a 
row.-boat from Faro (a port in Portugal) to 

Gibraltar: others alſo attempted, but unfor- 
tunately were-taken in their yoyage. | 

The Childers ſloop. of war, on the 4. 
brought in two priaes from the Weſt, one of 
which (an American) Capt. Peacock captur- 
ed in the midſt of the Spaniſh fleet, then at 
ſea. The conduct of the Spaniards on this 
occaſion was extremely ambiguous. Every 
circumſtance. that fell under our immediate 
obſervation, convinced us that they now in- 
tended hoſlilities againſt Great-Britainz. and 
from Mr. Logie's intelligence. we had every 
cauſe to think, that this fleet was out to join 
the French Admiral. Their permitting our 
cruiſers, therefore, to capture a friend, (as 
they might then call the Americans) under 
the » et of their fleet, we muſt either 
conſider as a fineſſe, or ſuppoſe that they had 
not received orders to act offenſively.— The 
Childers left two of our frigates watching the 
motions of the Spaniſh fleet. It was ſome- 
what ſingular, that a Mr. Snafle (an. Ame- 
rican Major, who had been priſoner in the 
garriſon a little time before, along with 581 
of his countrymen, but had made his eſcape) 
and two deſerters from Gibraltar, ſhould b 55 | 
| recogniſed through their diſguiſes, on board. 
the American prize: the Major Was te- 

manded to his old confinement, | in the Na 
hoſpital, and the latter were Sage ace . 
ing to their deſerts. pa 

n 2 
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Though the motions of the enemy did not 
indlicate any immediate deſign of attacking 
whe gatriſon, and the cloſing of the commu- 
nication might be only in conſequence of 
hoſtilities having commenced between Great- 
Britain and Spain; yet our intelligenee, and 
their late ep en conduct, gave us great 
reaſon to ſuppoſe łhat they intended ſome 
attempt on Gene? Depots of earth, &e. 
were therefore collected, in various places; 
empty hogſheads and caſks were brought 
from the inhabitants, for the purpoſe of fil- 
i] ling them with earth, to ſtrengthen and re- 
| Raw fortifications; and other precautions 
taken for the defence of the place. On 
the other hand, the enemy employed what 
*troops they had then on duty, in the lines 
and neighbourhood, in drawing down cannon 
from St. Roque, &c. to animate the forts, (in 
which few ordnatice were mounted during 
Wi peace) and in arranging matters to 
| rengthen and ſupport their poſts. © 
_— | %h the beginning of Joly, the Enterpriſe 
| Egle Sir Thomas Rich, Bart. returned 
with a fleet of ſmall craft, laden with live 
ll ſtock and fruit, from Tangier; in conſe- 
If quence of which. Fourteen days freſh provi- 
4 Ron deer Ae to the troops. The engi- 
geers "continued preparing materials in their 
ttments, towards completing the works 
I 5 the gatriſon; for which purpoſe ſtrong 
parties from the Tie Were granted them daily, 
under the command of overſeers. About 
zoo Jews and Genoeſe were alfs employed in 
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| 
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levelling heaps of ſand, pear; the gardens, 
on the, neutral ground, in order that, if the 
enemy ſhould approach, they might not re- 
ceive any protection and; cover from our low- 
er batteries. The picquęts of the garriſon 
were ready, on the Grand parade, to ſupport 
theſe parties in caſe they had been moleſted; 
but though they were at work within half 
muſket-ſhot of the enemy's advanced guards 
in the Micquelet-huts, yet not the leaſt at- 
tempt was made to diſturb, them. 
Ihe 3d of July, a detachment of about 
180 men from the Britiſh, line was ordered 
to join the artillery, to be taught the prac- 
tice of the great guns. The aptillery in gar- 
riſon were only five companies ; a number 
not adequate to the different duties in caſe of 
a ſiege : this reinforcement, was therefore add- 
ed, and proved afterwards of great ſervice in 
that department. Three Engliſh ſailors came 
in an open boat, on the 4th, from Cadia, 
and brought intelligence that an embargo was 
laid on all Engliſh: veſſels in that port, In 
the evening we obſerved the Spdniards relieve 


the guards in their line. | 
Ihe Spaniards, in time of peace, always 
ſtationed a regiment of cavalry at St. Roque, 
with another regiment, or detachment of in- 
fantry, at Algeziras; parties from which did 
duty at their lines; and no additional body of 
troops, or ſhips of war, had yet appeared near 
the garriſon. On the 5th, however, in the 
afternoon, a Spaniſh ſquadron of two ſeventy- 
tours, five frigates, and other veſſels, to the 
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number of eleven, hove in fight: from the 
weſt, and lay-to ſome time off the garriſon. 
WHIR they remained in this ſituation, the 
Governor thought it prudent to make ſome 
new diſpoſition of the ordnance at the fouth- 
ward, and to caution the regiments in the 
South-barracks, the 12th, and "92d, to be 
alert. The Captain of Europa guard, who 
before uſually Joined at retreat-beating, was 
alſo ordered to his command. In the after- 
noon, three privateer cutters arrived-from the 
weſtward. A ſchooner, under Portugueſe 
colours, ſtood acrofs from the enemy to re- 
c6nnoitre the firſt that came in, and on her 
teturn was fired upon from Europa batteries, 
"which was the firſt Hoſtile ſhot from the 
riſon. The enemp's ſquãdron in the evening 
drove to the eaſtward; and at night the En- 
terpriſe frigate arrived from Tetuan with Mr. 
Logie, the conſul. In the interval of this 
Fentlemart's departure from the' gatriſon, a 
mip'of the Emperor's had arrived at Gibraltar 
to be repaired ; but Admiral Duff being 
backward in granting the ſtores, the Governor 
thought proper to ſend for Mr. Logie to ex- 
plain to the Admiral the neceſſity there was 
of. "complying with the Emperor's requeſt, 
To 'refuſe ſuch trifling affiſtance at that im- 
portant time, he conſidered, might be pro- 
ductive of ſerious conſequences to the = 
riſon. The Enterpriſe frigate accordin ngly 
ſailed to Tetuan to bring over the conft 
About ſun-ſet, the evening of the 5th, the 
frigate left Tetuan to return, and was diſco- 
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vered by the enemy's ſquadron; part of which 
immediately gave chace. Sir Thomas, howe- 
ver, from his ſupetior knowledge of the tidos, 
eſcaped, though the wind was contrary. 
When he arrived within view. of the garriſon, | 
not making the concerted night - ſignalꝭ, for 
fear of being diſcovered by the purſuers, the 
officer at Europa ſaluted him with ſeveral 
"(ot q' but fortunately they did not take 
The following day, the 6th. of july, a 
packet was received from England, by way 
of Liſbon and Faro, informing the Governor, 
that hoſtilities had commenced between Great 
Britain and Spain. A proclamation in conſe- 
vence was publiſhed in the evening, for 
ippbring: all Spaniſh veſſels, &c. and letters 
of marque were granted for * purpoſe to 
the privateers in the bay. rly on the 
morning of the 8th, a ſoldier of Reden's de- 
ſerted from the Devibs- tower guard, and ſome 
time afterwards was followed by a ſerjeant of 
the zoth, who was one of the overſeers at- 
| — the inhabitants employed beyond the 
Gardens. In the evening, General Mendoza, 
with ſeveral officers, advanced from the lines, 
as far as the Micquelet-huts, and, after 1e- 
connoitring about an hour, returned. 

The Spaniſh commodore continued cruiſing 
in our neighbourhood till the 8th, when he 
ſtood, under an eaſy ſail, for the weſtward. 
Before they quitted the Mediterranean, they 
brought-to a Portugueſe ſchooner, bound from 
Tetuan to the garriſon, and made very car- 


72 HISTORY:'OF- THE LATE 17779, . 


[neſt enquiries. concerhifig the ate: of our 
proviſions. The ꝗth, the American priſoneis 
were diſttibuted — the privateers; and 
the following day, in c: y with the | 
Childers Hoop, of war, they rang in wage i 
:4tnall prizes. 1 goa! 
Admiral Duff having EEE > — 
that a large fleet of ſmall veſſels was to fail 
from Malaga, with wine and proviſions for 
the Spaniſh grand fleet, the Childers was or- 
dered, on the iith, to etuiſe to the eaſtward, 
.and give information, by ſignal, when they 
appeared, with the ſtrength of their convoy. 
Whilſt ſne was on the lock. out, her boat gave 
chace to a ſettee, and was fred at from Fort 
St. Barbara, which was the firſt: hoſtile — 
from the enemy. About eleven o'clock; the 
ſignals were made of the expected __ | 
convoy being i in fight, and — — 
force. Our Admiral, however, only cauti- 
oned the navy to be ready, and went in per- 
ſon to Windmill-hill to reconnoitre. About 
four in the afternoon, the convoy, eonſidling 
of about ſixty ſail of different burthens, 
under charge of five xebeques, from twenty 
to thirty guns each, were abreaſt of Europa 
point. The privateers, which had accom- 
panied the : Childers in the morning, were 
then towing in a prize taken from the midſt 
of their fleet; and they, as well as the 
Childers, kept up a ſmart running fire on the 
Spaniſh commodore; which was ſeconded. at 
the ſame time from the garriſon-batteries at 
Europa point and Europa advance. The 
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Panther, (the Admiral's ſhip, with the flag on 
board) and the Enterpriſe, were ſtill at an- 
chor; but at ſun-ſet: Sir, Thomas Rich had 


permiſſion to lip, and the Panther ſoon after 
got under Way. On the appearance of the 
krigate, the enemy were confuſed, and in- 
ſtantly ſteered for Ceuta. The Childers 
and pri vateers purſued; followed: by the fri- 
gate, and, ſpon after by the Panther. Night 
Was now advancing apace, and in a ſhort 
time we loſt fight of the ſhips. A few broad- 
ſides, now; and then, gave us hopes that our 
friends had come up with them; and we 
could not help flattering ourſelves, from the 
inferior, force of the convoy, that day- light 
would; exhibit the majority of them in our 
fleffion. In the morning, however, we 
diſegytred the Admiral, ſtanding towards the 
bay with, five. or fix mall priges, and not one 
other f. tho enemy in fight; whence we con- 
cluded that they had — back to their 
own coaſt, or eſcaped: through the Straits in 
the night, whilſt our ſhips were off Ceuta. 
We afterwards learned, that the ſquadron 
which appeared on the «th, was ſent to con- 
voy this valuable fleet paſt Gibraltar, leſt the 
Britiſh Admiral ſhould intercept them, and 
prevent their grand fleet from receiving theſe 
much- wanted ſupplies; but the convoy being 
by ſome unforeſeendelays detained theSpaniſ 
commodore quitted the ſtation on the 8th. 
Two line-of-battle ſhips were obſerved 
cruiſing behind the rock on the 13th, and at 
night they went into Ceuta, The 16th, the 
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enemy blocked up the port with a ſquadron 
of men of war, conſiſting of two feventy- 
fours, two frigates, five xebeques, and a 
number of gallies, half-gallies, and armed 
ſettees: they anchored in the bay, off Alge- 
ziras, and judiciouſly arranged, and 
keeping a vigilant” look-out, the gatriſon be- 
came cloſely blockaded. This was the firſt 
motion of Abe enemy, that diſcovered any 


direct intentions of diſtrefling, or attacking 
Gibraltar. At night, Waterport guard was rein- 


forced with a Captain and ten privates. Till 
the 18th of this month, nothin material oc- 
curred, when a ſmall convoy of ſettees, &. 


arrived at the Orange-grove, laden with mi- 


litary ſtores, which the enemy began ſoon af- 
terwards to diſembark.' #0 Ia 


Mr. Logie having prevailed on the Adiniral | 
to grant the ſtores. neceſſary for repairing the 


Emperor's ſhip, and his preſencè in Barbary 
being abſolutely neceſſary, as well to procure 
proviſions, as to conduct the corrreſpondence 


between Great Britain and the garriſon; he 


returned on the 19th, on board a Mooriſh 
row-galley, which had-arrived from the Em- 
peror with diſpatches relative to the ſhip un- 

der repair. The galley was interrupted in 

her return, by the enemy's cruiſers, and de- 
tained from ſeven in the morning till five in 
the afternoon, when ſhe was permitted to 
proceed to Tangier. During the embargo, 
Mr. Logie was concealed in a ſmall ſkuttle, 
down the run of the galley, having previouſly 
made up the Governor's diſpatches, and con- 
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certed ſignals, in a loaf, which was entruſted 
to a Moor, to to be delivered at Mr. Logie's 
Houſe in Tangier, in caſe he himſelf ſhould 
be diſcovered,” with an order for the Moor to 
receive a gratuity, if he delivered it ſafe. 

| Ea in 3 the 2oth, a Portu- 


from Tangi 
1n, was taken 
to Algeziras. Sixty pounds of freth beef 
were delivered, the ſame day, to cach' regi- 
ment, for the uſe of the officers: the artillery 
and engineers received in Proportion, and the 
navy were included in the diſtribution, The 
following day, orders were iſſued for the 
troops to mount guard with their hair unpow- 
huh a circumſtance trifling in appearance, 
but wiel our ſituation afterwards proved to 
be of great importance, and which evinced 
our Governor's great attention and prudent 
foreſight in the diſtribution of the ſtores. 
80 ſuperior a naval force as the enemy now 
had in our neighbourhood, alarmed Admiral 
Duff, who was apprehenſive that they would 
make ſome” attempt on the King's ſhips. 
Signals were therefore agreed upon between 
the fleet and the garriſon, that, in caſe 
the enemy ſhould make an attack in the 
night, the latter might afford the ſhips ev 
aſſiſtance and protection. Three lights in a 
triangle were fixed upon by the navy, to diſ- 
tinguiſh them from the enemy. The 22d, 
the navy manned their boats, and captured a 
ſettee, within a ſhort diſtance of the Enemy's 


by a badz galtey, a and carried 
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xebeques : the proved of little value, but the 


exploit reflected great credit on: the party em- | 


ployed. The ſame day Arrived, A boat, with 
cattle, &. from, Langer, In the coprſc. 
the 22d, ſeveral, officers, attended. by a. party 
of men, We . tracing out — on 
the plain below, St. Roque, apparently for a 
camp; and it Was remarked, that the Mic- 
quelets in the advanced huts on the neutral 
| ound were relieved by regular troops. Theſe 
icquelets were of the ſame deſcription with 
our revenue- officrs and were ſtationed to 


| pre vent the, ſmugg ling of tohacco from the | 


garriſon i into: Set) . h. 1 Gant 01577 „et 
A Portugueſe, boat, with letters, artived 
early. in the; morning of the 24th.z alſo, a 


ſchooner, with charcoal ant fruit from Tan- 


gier. Betygen 2 and. 309 men, landed the 
lame day, at, the Orange: grove, with an in- 
tention, a8 we Feed. taking charge 
of the ſtores; which: the enemy were diſem- 
barking there. The 25th, they pitched a 
tent on the plain, for the working party em- 
ployed i in clearing the ground. I ſhould have 
mentioned, that on, the 12th an Hanoverian 
ſoldier deſerted, and this day two of the ſame 
. brigade followed: his example. The ene- 
my, the 26th, began to form a camp on the 
plain below St. Roque, about half a mile 
from Point Mala, and three miles from the 
garriſon. Fifty tents were pitched, and a 


ehen of cavalry and infantry ſoon after 


took poſſeſſion. The ſame day the Illerim, 
2 Swediſh frigate, which had boon. in the Bay 
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ſome weeks before, arrived, though oppoſed 
by the enemy. The Swediſh captain 
ly brought-to on their firing a gun; but 
being told he muſt not anchor under the walls 
of the garrifon, he reſumed his courſe, tel- 
ling dias he muſt go to Gibraltar, and they 
ſhould not pte vent him. Some ſhots were ex- 
changed, but none took place. 
The Spanith camp being daily reinforced. 
with additional regiments of cavalry and in- 
fantry, and large parties being ſtill 
in landing otdnance and military ores at 
Point Mala, the Governor thought proper, 
on the 2gth to eſtabliſh the following ſtaff 
officers ; namely, Captains Vallotton, of the 
$6th regiment, Patterſon, of the artillery, 
— Porch, of the 12th regiment, and Eveleigh, 
of the engineers, to be Aide-de-camps to 
himſelf, as Commander in Chief; Captain 
Wilſon and Lieutenant Buckeridpe, of the 
zyth "regiment, Aide-de-camps to Licute- 
nant-general Boyd ; Lieutenant Weinzey, -of 
the Hanoverian brigade, Aide-de-camp to 
Major-general De La Motte; Major Hardy, 
of the 56th regiment, Quarter-Mafter Gene- 
ral; Captain 'Horſburgh, of the ' 29th regi- 
ment, who was Town-Major, Adjutant-Ge- 
.neral ; Captain Burke, of the 58th regiment, 
Town-Major ; and Lieutenant 8. Wood, of 
the 56th. regiment, Aſſiſtant Town-Major. 
At the ſame time all the horſes, except thoſe 
belonging to field and ſtaff officers, were or- 
dered to be turned out of the gartiſon, unleſs 
the owners, on inſpection, had 1000 Ib-ef 
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feed for each horſe; and, to enfore the latter 
order by example, the Governor directed chat : 


one of his own horſes ſhould: be ſhot. 


la the afternoon of the zoth, one of the 
enemy's xebeques manned her yards, and 
fired a ſalute. Immediately after we obſerved 
me hoiſted, a flag at the mizen top-maſt head, 
inſtead of a broad pendant; from which cere- 
mony we concluded that the naval: comman- 


dant Thad, been promoted, or that he was ſu- 


exited by. an admiral. 
In the beginning of Auguſt, the IS in 


ine were ordered to give in returns of 


their beſt markſmen, and alſo of thoſe men 


who had ever been employed in making faſ- 


cines. Thoſe officers unmarried, or without 


families, who drew double rations for two 
commiſſions, were ordered at the ſame time 
to draw rations only for one commiſſion. Tw o 
Dutchmen came in, the 2d, unperceived by 


the enemy's. cruiſers, laden with rice and 


dried fruits: the rice, and a part of the fruit, 


the Governor purchaſed, for the uſe of the 


troops. The enemy's camp by this time was 


confiderably increaſed, and we numbered 26 
cannon behind the fort at Point Mala. 


A Venetian arrived on the 5th, though fired 


2 by the enemy. She (with the Dutchmen) 
remained no longer than was neceſſary to 


take on board ſome of the inhabitants, who, 


apprehenſive that the garriſon would be be- 
aged; thought it eligible: to ſeek an aſylum 
in time. Indeed about this time ſcarcely a 
hoat or veſſel left the port without being 
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crowded with Jews or Genoſe, who preferred 
a reſidence in Barbary, or Portugal, to re- 
maining in Gibraltar, where the neceſſaries of 
life became every day more ſcarce. Early on 
the 6th, 'came in a Portugueſe ſchooner, from 
Tangier, with 44 bullocks, 27 ſheep, and a 
few fowls; and two days following, another 
arrived with onions, fruit, and eggs: the lat- 
ter brought letters for the Governor, but no 
news from England. From this day, nothing 
material occurred till the roth, when the ene- 
my's cruiſers captured a boat belonging to the 
garnionz! .7 27G a | | 
As affairs began to wear a more ſerious 
aſpect, a Rea activity reigned through- 
out the garriſon, promoted not a little by the 
example of the Governor, who was uſually 
preſent when the workmen paraded at dawn 
of day. The engineers were buſily employed 
in putting the works at Willis's in the beſt re- 
pair, and in erecting new batteries on the 
heights of the North front. A conſiderable 
extent of ground above the Town was cleared 
and levelled, to encamp the different regi- 
ments, in caſe the enemy ſhould- fire upon 
the Town. . Parties were likewiſe detached 
to collect ſhrubs, &c. from the face of the 
hill, for faſcines; and the artillery weredaily 
engaged in compleating the expence maga- 
Zines with powder, ranging the different ord- 
nance, and preparing every thing for imme- 
diate uſe in their department. The navy 
were not leſs diligent. A new battery for 22 
guns was begun in the Navy yard, as a re- 
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ſource in caſe the enemy's operations ſhould 
make it neceſſary to lay up the ſhips; and the 
Rores were mnbred em the New ante the 
Na vy hoſpital. 

. Sams, che igel of hand. the mo- 
tions of the enemy were no longer myſteri- 
ous ; every ' ſucceeding day confirmed us in 
the opinion, that their object was to diſtreſs 
the iſon as much as pollible. The block - 
ade became more fick and ſevere, their army 

was in force before the place, and their pre- 
ſent plan ſecmed to be to reduce Gibraltar by 
famine. Our ſtock of proviſions, they con- 
cluded, was ſmall; and their ſquadron under 
Admiral Barcelo, who commanded in the 
bay, could prevent ſuccours being thrown in 
by neutral veſſels; | whilſt their grand fleet, 


united with that of France, would \ = ſnperior 


to any which Great-Britain could equip, in 
her then critical fituation. This ſcheme, 
every circumftance confidered,. was ſpecious; 
had not the garriſon fortunately received a 


ſupply of proviſions, &c. in April, 1479, the 


troops undoubtedly would have been reduced 
to the greateſt diſtreſs, and might probably 
have been in imminent danger, before the 
Miniſtry could diſpatch a fleet to their relief. 
The ſituation of the garriſon was becoming 
every day more intereſting : only forty head 
of cattle were now in the place; and from the 
nce of the enemy, there was little proſ- 
pect of conſtant ſupplies from Barbary : two 
bullocks were ordered, therefore, to be killed 
* for the uſe of the ſick. The inhabi- 
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tants had been warned in time to provide 


againſt the calamities which now impended: 
the ſtanding orders of the garriſon ſpeciſied, 
that every inhabitant, even in time of peace; 


ſhould have in-ſtore fix months proviſions ; 
yet by far the greater number had negleQec. 


this precaution. Theſe unfortunate people, 
as they could not expect to be ſupplied from 


the garriſon ſtores, were compelled, in gene- 


ral, to ſeek ſubſiſtence by quitting the place: 


ſome, however, were induced to weather out 


the ſtorm, by the property they had in the 


garriſon, which was probably their all, and 
which they could not remove with themſelves. 


Thoſe of this deſcription, on application, 


obtained leave to erect wooden huts and ſheds 
at the ſouthward, above the Navy hoſpital, 
whither: they removed their principal papers, 
&c. that they might be ſecyre from the an- 
noyance of the enemy, in caſe the town 


| ſhould be bombarded. +. 


Fifteen or ſixteen covered carts, on the 


15th, arrived at the enemy's camp, and un- 
loaded timber, planks, &c. at their labora- 
tory-tents., They continued landing ſtores 
on the beach, which employed a great num- 
ber of carts to convey them to their depots : 
and at night we generally obſerved a number 
of lights, and frequently heard a noiſe like 
that of men employed on ſome laborious 
duty: this might proceed from dragging can- 


non, as we obſerved, on the 15th, they had 
animated all the embraſures in fort St. Philip. 


G 
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- Bia Ly on'the 14th, the enemy attempted 
to cut out a polacre, which was anchored 
off the Old mole; but retired on a gun being 
fired at them from the garriſon, The ſmall 
craft, after this circumfiance, removed to the 


New mole, as the men of war had done ſome 


time before. The 18th, in the morning, 
two parties of workmen came from the camp, 


and were employed at Forts St. Philip and St. 
Barbara: covered carts continued conſtantly 
going from Point Mala to the laboratory- 
tents, ſuppoſed to be laden with ſhot. The 

following morning, a Spaniard came in an 


open boat' to Waterport, with onions and 
fruit, having a paſs for Ceuta: he was ex- 


amined by the quarter-maſter general, and 


allowed to fell his cargo, and purchaſe to- 


bacco, but was not permitted to land: at 


night he was ordered to return, which he did 
abo eight o'clock. He informed us the 


camp conſiſted of between ʒ and 6000 men, 


which were to be immediately completed to 
fifteen thouſand. "The 20th, the enemy 
formed a new camp, to the left of the ſtone 


quarry, under the Queen of Spain's chair: 


we imagined 1t to be intended tor the Cata- 
lonian- troops, as they are uſually encamped 
ſeparate from the reſt of the Spaniſh forces. 


The ſame day, our markſmen were embodied 


into a company of two non- commiſſioned 
officers, and 64 men : and the command 
was given to einde n of the 
39th regiment. f 


| 
| 
| 
( 
| 
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The enemy, on the 21ſt, had more men 
than uſual employed in making faſcines: 
they likewiſe were very buſy in piling ſnot, 


and had a party at work in the covert- way of 


Fort St. Philip. A number of carts daily 
brought ſhot (as we imagined) to the lines, 
particularly to Fort St. Barbara. The 23d, 
the corps of engineers were formed into 
three diviſions, and ſeveral officers of the 
line appointed to join them as aſſiſtant en- 
gineers and overſeers. The ſame day fome 
experiments were made with red-/ot /abt :: this 
practice was continued on the 25th, when 
ſome carcaſſes were alſo thrown, and much 
approved. The 254th, we obſerved a faſcine- 
work begun upon the glacis, north of Fort 
St. Philip, which afterwards proved to be a 
mortar-battery. A great number of carts 
continued to be employed in the enemy's 
camp, and vaſt quantities of ſtores were con- 
ſtantly landing beyond Point Mala. In the 
courſe of the zoth, the Childers, and an 
armed ſchooner, attempted to cut off two 
half-gallies becalmed in the Bay; but the 
enemy's xebeques, getting under way, obliged 
them to deſiſt. At night upwards of 80 co- 
vered carts came down to the enemy's lines. 

From the time the enemy firſt appeared 
encamped before the garriſon, troops had 
been continually joining them from all quar- 
tets. Their 3 of two lines, (in- 
dependent of the Catalonjans) extending 
from Point Mala, in an oblique direction, 
into the country, towards the Queen of 
6 3 * 
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Spain's chait. The ſtreets were in a direction 
nearly parallel to the bottom of the Bay. 
The guards in their lines and advanced poſts 
were, as the camp increafed, 1 
reinforced; but no act of bottility had 'yet 
taken place in that quarter, though the Go- 
vernor continued the garriſon- guard at the 
Devil's tower. The forts were repaired, and 
put in the beſt order of defence. Labora- 
tory-tents for the artillery were pitched in 
front of their camp, and magazines erected 
for military ſtores, which were frequently 
brought by fleets of ſtnall craft, convoyed 
by men of war from Cadiz, Malaga, and 
other ports in the neighbourhood. 

On The! gth of September, a foldier of — 
denberg s deſerted from a working party em- 
ployed in ſcarping the rock, under the lines. 
He was fired upon from Willis's, but got off. 
Beſides the party engaged in rendering the 
lines inacceſſible, our engineers were daily 
ſtrengthening them with paliſades, &c. Tra- 
verſes were alſo erected along the covered 
way, grand battery, and line-wall above 
Waterport, where a ſtrong boom of maſts 
was laid, from Old-mole head, to the foot of 
Landport glacis. About r time the regi- 
ments La. to praQiſe grenade exerciſe. The 
day. on which the Hanoverian deſerted, a 
Mooriſh. galley came over from Algeziras, 
where ſne had becn detained ten days. The 
Crew reported dt the Spaniſh camp was very 
ſickly. It is ſuppoſed this veſſel came to 
order home the ſhip . had been forte 
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time repairing in the New mole, as the fol- 
lowing day both of them left the garriſon for 
Tangier: a xebeque however ſpeaking them 
off Cabritta Point, the Mean were tongnciee 
to the 'Spaniſh'Admural, 

The enemy workmen in the lives appear- 


pr at this time to be about 0. They were 


principally engaged in filling up with ſand 
the north part of the ditch of Fort'St. Philip, 
completing the mortar-battery before men- 
tioned, and raiſing the creſt of the glacis of 
their lines in different places. From the noiſe 
often heard during the night, and the num- 
ber of lights ſeen, we judged that they work- 
ed without intermiſſion. - Two waggons, 
drawn each by twelve mules or horſes, arriv- 
ed at the lines on the 8th, Which we con- 
jectured brought fixed ammunition, The 
11th, we obſerved that they had begun ſeve- 
ral rm works on the creſt of their lines, 
apparently for mortar- batteries; and had raiſ- 
ed ſeveral traverſes for the protection of their 
guard-houſes. Waggons and carts continued 
bringing faſcines and other materials to the 
lines from the camp. The ſame day, a ro-w- 
boat, fitted out by: the Jews, brought in a 
Dutch dogger laden with wheat; a very va- 
luable ſupply in our ſituation. 

The operations of the enemy now Bogen to 
engage our attention. They had been per- 
mitted to paſs and repaſs — for 
ſome time; but the governor did not think: it 


prudent to allow them to proceed any longer 


with impunity. A council of war was con- 
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ſequently ſummoned on the 11th, to confer 
on the meaſures to be purſued. The council 


conſiſted of the following officers : the Go- 
vernor; the Lieutenant-governor ; Vice- ad- 


miral Duff; Major-general De la Motte; 


Colonels, © Roſs, Green, and Godwin; with 
Sir Thomas Rich, Bart. In the evening it 
was reported that their opinion was, not to 
open on the enemy, whilſt they continued 
within their lines: but this rumour was only 
propagated to deceive the public; for on the 
ſucceeding morning, being Sunday the 12th 
of September, the artillery officers were or- 
dered to the batteries on the heights; and the 
Devil's-tower guard being withdrawn, the 
Governor opened on the enemy from Green's 
lodge, (a battery made ſince the blockade 
commenced) Willis's, and Queen Charlotte's 
batteries. Their advanced guards in the 
Micquelet huts, and in the ſtone-guard 
houſes, were in a ſhort time compelled to re- 
tire, and the workmen aſſembled in the lines 
obliged to diſperſe. The covered waggons 
returned to the camp without depoſſ ting their 
ladings; and ſo general a panic ſeized the 
Enemy at this unexpected attack, that their 
cavalry galloped off towards the camp, and 


for ſome hours ſcarce a perſon was to be ſeen 
within the range of our guns. The forts 


were too diſtant to be materially — 
and the Governor's intention being only to 

diſturb their workmen, the firing after a — 
hours ſlackened; and a ſhot was only diſ- 
charged as the enemy preſented themſelves. 


—_—— 
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A braſs gun in the Queen' 8 un We illis 's) 
run with eight rounds. 


The mortar- batteries that had been daitco- 
vered in the enemy's lines; ſome” few days 
previous to our firing, had cauſed no ſmall 
alarm amongſt. the inhabitants: | thoſe there- 
fore, who had huts in Hardy town at the 
ſouthward, immediately removed their moſt 
valuable effects, fully convinced that the 
Spaniards at night would return the fire. 
That the duty of the batteries might be 
performed with ſpirit, in caſe the Enemy 
perſiſted in carrying on their works, a Cap- 
| tain, three ſubalterns, and 52 men of the ar- 
tillery, were ordered to take in charge Green's 
lodge, Willis's, and other batteries on the 
heights. The firing was continued the ſub- 
ſequent days, as circumſtances directed. 
The 16th, the artillery made three attempts 
to reach the enemy's laboratory-tents, or ar- 
tillery-park, (as henceforward they will be 
called) from a ſea-mortar at Willis's. The 
firſt and ſecond ſhell burſt immediately on 
leaving the mortar: the third went its range, 
but fell a little ſhort of the faſcine-park:. 
The artillery at this period uſed the old ſhells, 
the fuſes of which were in general: faulty 
and this was the cauſe that theexperiment 
did not anfwer on the firſt and ſecond trials. 
We obſerved, the fame day, that the Spa- 
niards had pitched ſome additional tents a lit- 
tle beyond Point Mala: they alſo began to 
erect a pier, or wharf, for the convenience ct 
landing their ſtores and ſupplies. 


83 HISTORY OF THE LATE (C1979 


Wut the Governor kept a watchful eye 
on the enemy's operations, moleſting their 
workmen as much as poſſible from Willis's; 
roper precautions were taken in the town, . 
o render a bombardment leſs diſtreſſing, in 
caſe they retaliated, which, indeed, their 
preparations gave us reaſon to chink, would not 
be long deferred. The pavement of the ſtreets, 
in the north part of the town, was ploughed 
up; the towers of the moſt conſpicuous 
buildings were taken down, and traverſes 
raiſed in. different places, to render the com- 
munications more ſecure. The enemy appeared 
to bear our fire very patiently in their lines: 
their, parties continued working on the mor- 
tar- batteries: the ſtone ſentry- boxes. were 
pulled down, and the guard-houſes unroofed: 
a boyau, or covered way, was likewiſe begun, 
to make a fate communication from the lines 
to their camp. 

Our firing was ſtill e but their par- 
ties were at too conſiderable a diſtance (being 
near a mile) to be matetially annoyed by 
our ſhot; and the works being furrounded 
with ſand, the large ſhells ſunk ſo deep, that 
the ſplinters ſeldom roſe to the farface. An 
experimemt.was therefore recommended by 
Captain no- Major) Mercier, of the 49th 
regiment ; namely, to fire out of guns, five 
and a half inch thells, with ſhort fuſes; which 
were tried on the 25th, and found to anſwer 
extremely well. Theſe ſmall. ſhells, accord- 
ing to Capt. Mercier's method, were diſ- 
patched with ſuch - precifion, and the fuſes 
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calculated to ſuch eractneſs, that the ſhell 
often burſt over their heads, and wounded 
them before they could get under cover-. This 
mode* of annoyance was eligible on ſeveral 
other accounts. Leſs powder was ufed, and 
the enemy were more ſeriouſly moleſted: the 
former was an advantage of no ſmall conſe- 
quence, ſince it enabled the Governor to re- 
ſerve at this period, what might be probably 
expended to the greater beneſit of the ſer- 
vies on ſome future occaſion. It will alſo.ac. 
count for the extraordinary number of ſhells 
which, the reader will obſerve in the Appen- 
dix, were diſcharged from the garriſon. 
In the afternoon of the 26th, a ſoldier of 
the 92d regiment deſerted from a working 
party out at Landport. He took refuge 
behind one of the Micquelet huts, and, not- 
withſtanding our endeavours to diſlodge him, 
remained there till night, when it is ww een 
he . proceeded to the lines. Our firing w 
now very trifling. The enemy continued — 
10g additions to their boyau, and the works 
in the lines; but the latter were chiefly done 
in the night. Indeed, ſince our firing, their 
operations within our reach had been princi- 
pally carried on during the night, at which 
time, or very late in the evening, they: alſo 
relieved their guatds. | 
In the boganing of October, the encniy's 
army, according to our intelligence, conſiſted 
of ſixteen: battalions of infantry, and twelve 


* The Enemy, we were informed, attempted this practice, 
but never could bring it to perfection. 5 | 
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ſquadrons: of ' horſe, which, if the regiments 
were complete, would amount to about 
14, 00 men. Lieutenant-general Don Mar- 
tin Alvarez de Sota Mayor was Commander 
in chief. We continued our fire, varying as 
objects preſented themſelves. The great 
command we had over the enemy's operations 
from Green's lodge, induced the engineers to 
mount ſtill higher, and endeavour to erect a 
battery on'the ſummit of the northern front : 
a place therefore was levelled, and a road for 
wheeled carriages begun at Middle-hill. 
The 4th, a ſoldier of the 58th attempted to 
deſert from Middle-hill guard, but was: daſh- 
| ed to pieces in his deſcent. 

The artillery were too impatiest de have a 
gun mounted on the ſummit of the rock, to 
wait till the new road was finiſhed: they ac- 
cordingly determined to drag a twenty-four- 
pounder up the ſteep craggy face of the rock; 
and in a few days, with great difficulty and 
prodigious exertions, they were ſo ſucceſsful, 
as to get it to the top. The 9th, a party 
of the Navy attempted to cut off two Span- 
iſh polacres, becalmed between Algeziras and 
their camp. Our ſeamen ſpiritedly boarded 
one, and were on their return with the 
other, when two gallies from Point Mala 
gave chace, maintaining a ſmart and well-di- 
rected fire as they advanced; and gained ſo 
conſiderably on the prizes, that the captors 
were reluctantly obliged to quit them, and 
betake themſelves to their boats. The Chil- 
ders ſloop of war was ordered out, to protect 
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them, and fortunately was in time to ſtop. 
the progreſs of the gallies. The tiller of 
one of our barges was carried away by a ſhot, 
but no other damage was received. | 
The platform on the ſummit of the rock 
was completed on the 12th; and, the gun be- 
ing mounted, the ſucceeding day we ſaluted 
the enemy's forts with a few rounds of ſhot and 
ſhells. This gun was mounted on a traverſ- 
ing carriage, and was diſtinguiſhed . by the 
name of the Rock-gun. From that poſt we 
had nearly a bird's-eye view of the enemy's 
lines, .and, with the afliſtance of olaſſts, 
could diſtinctly obſerve every operation in 
their camp. In the afternoon of the 16th, a 
ſervant of Mr. Davies (the agent victualler of 
the Garriſon) under pretence of looking for a 
ſtrayed goat, obtained leave to paſs Landport 
barrier, and immediately went over to the 
enemy. The deſertion of this man gave us 
ſome concern, as probably, to enſure a fa- 
vourable reception, he might have taken with 
him ſome memorandums of the ſtate of our 
proviſions. . e 
The Enemy's parties had not been remark- 
ably active in the beginning of the month; 
but about the 175th and 18th, their work- 
men in the lines were more numerous than 
uſual, which produced a more animated fire 
from our batteries. As our artillery by this 
time were accuſtomed to fire from heights, 
the ſmall ſhot did conſiderable execution 
amongſt their workmen, many of whom we 
obſerved were carried off. On the evening of 


bd f . 
92 HISTORY OF THE LATE [15795 


the 19th, the Governor was at Willis's, to ſee- 
an experiment of a light ball, invented by 
Lieut. Whitham, of the artillery. It was 
made of lead; and, when filled with com- 
poſition, weighed 14lb. 10 02. This ball, 
with Alb. of powder, was fired, at ſix degrees 
of elevation, out of a thirty-two-pounder, 
upon the glacis of their lines: it burnt well; 
and the experiment would have been re- 
peated, had not a thick fog ſuddenly ariſen. 
The Governor was at Willis's the 3 
morning, to ſee a ſecond; when, the fog being 
totally diſperſed, the light ball anſwered his 
expectation. The enemy, during the night, 
had been uncommonly noiſy; but when the 
light balls were fired, no parties were diſco-- 
vered at work. Nevertheleſs at day-break, 
to our great ſurpriſe, we obſerved 35 embra- 
ſures opened in their lines, forming three bat- 
teries; two of 14 each, bearing on our lines 
and Willis's, and one of ſeven, apparently 
for the Town and Waterport. They were cut 
through the parapet of the glacis, and ſituated 
between the barrier of the lines, and Fort St. 
Philip. The embraſures were all 'maſked, 
and many of the merlons were in an unfiniſh- 
ed ftate : the Governor ordered the artillery 
to direct their fire on theſe works, and on 
the ſeven- gun battery in particular, where 
they had a party finiſhing what was left im- 
perfect in the night. From the diſtance of 
theſe batteries, we did not imagine they 
would ever [materially injure the garriſon : 


but the canonnade and 1 1781, 
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convinced us of our error. In the afternoon, 
a Venetian was brought to by a gun from Eu- 
ropa, and came in: two gallies attempted to 
cut her off, but in vain, | 

Our workmen now became exceedingly | 
diligent; new communications and works 
were raiſed in the lines, which were reinforced 
at night with a ſubaltern and 43 men; the 
alarm-poſts of the regiments were alſo chang - 
ed, and other arrangements took place. On 
the night of the 20th, we —— from the 
noiſe in the enemy's lines, that their carpen- 
ters were platforming the new batteries, the 
merlons of which they had caſed and capped 
with faſcines. Their boyau now extended 
from the faſcine-park, almoſt to the barrier of 
the lines. The 23d a prize ſettee, laden 
with rice, was ſent in from the eaſtward ; ſhe 
was taken by a privateer belonging to Mr. 
Anderſon, of the garrifon, the Captain of 
which thought the cargo would be. uſeful] to 
the inhabitants; and indeed this ſupply Was 
truly ſeaſonable. No veſſel or boat had ar- 
rived for ſix weeks (excepting the Venetian, 
on the 2oth inſtant) and every article in the 
garriſon began to ſell at a moſt exorbitant 
price: this trifling addition of proviſions was 
therefore well received by: the miſerable Jews 
and Genoeſe, though the rice ſold for 2 1 dol- 
lars 6 reals per wt. which, at 40d, Ne 
the dollar, is gl. 1 28. 6d. 

The enemy's artillery, on the 26th, dei 
camped from their old ground, before the 
right wing of their front line, and took poſt 
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near the Catalonians, where they were rein- 
forced with a detachment that had lately 
joined. The following night, the Dutch 
dogger, which had brought us the ſupply of 
wheat ſome weeks before, failed for Malaga: 
ſhe took 73 Genoeſe and Spaniſh paſſenge gs. 
The next day our artillery got up to Midale- 
hill two twenty-four-pounders, to be in rea- 
dineſs for a new battery, which was erecting 
below the rock-gun. Another twenty-four- 
pounder was taken to the ſame place, on the 
morning of the 25th. Our firing ſtill conti- 
nued, as the enemy's parties were daily bring- 
ing down timber and other materials for their 
new batteries. | 
The zoth, an Engliſh privateer, called the 
Peace and Plenty, 18 fix-pounders, -------- 
M*Kenzie maſter, attempting to get in from 
the eaſtward, ran aſhore, half-way: between 
Fort Barbara and the Devil's-tower. Some 
of the crew came on ſhore .on the neutral 

nd; the remainder, with the maſter, 
were brought off by the Admiral's boats; and 
on the night of the 3iſt ſhe was burnt. As 
there was ſomething extraordinary and unac- 
countable in the circumſtances attending the 
loſs of this veſſel, I cannot reſiſt the tempta- 
tion of relating them more at large. In the 
morning, ſhe was bearing down, under a fine 
fail and leading wind, for Europa advance- 
guard, as two xebeques were cruiſing off 
Europa point. One of the xebeques, about 
nine, got within ſhot of her: a few rounds 
were exchanged, and the privateer was appa- 
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rently reſolved to fight her way in; but on 
a ſudden ſhe altered her courſe, and ran 
aſhore under the enemy's guns, about 4 or 
509 yards from the garriſon. The boatſwain 
was killed, and ſeveral others wounded from 
the fort, before our boats arrived to their 
relief. e . 7218 
Towards the concluſion of the month, the 
ſmall-pox was diſcovered in the garriſon, 
amongſt the Jews. The Governor, appre- 
henſive that it. might ſpread amongſt the 
troops, and be attended with dangerous con- 
ſequences, ordered thoſe who had never been 
affected with that diſorder, to be quartered at 
the ſouthward till the infection ſhould diſap- 
pear; and every precaution was taken to pre- 
vent its communicating. In the evening of 
the 31ſt, the new battery below the rock-gun 
was finiſhed : it mounted four twenty-four- 
pounders, and was called the Royal-battery. 

November was not introduced by any re- 
markable event. The fire from our batteries 
was variable, as their workmen were em- 
ployed. Conſiderable depoſits of. faſcines, 
with planks and pieces of timber, were form- 
ed in the Spaniſh lines; and other parts of 
their glacis were raiſed with faſcines and ſand 
for additional mortar- batteries. The zd, the 
enemy began to form merlons at Fort Tonara, 
on the eaſtern ſhore, which, joined with the 
circumſtances of their erecting two faſcine- 
batteries on - the beach, between Fort St. 
Philip and Point Mala, and one near the ma- 
gazine at the Orange-grove, gave us reaſon 
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to ſuppoſe that they expected a fleet in their 

neighbourhood. Few workmen were at this 
time to be ſeen in their lines; a party was 
trimming up the boyau; and numbers were 
employed about the landing - place ia diſem- 
barking ſtores; which appeared to be their 
chief employment. 

» Proviſions of every kind were now becom- 
ing very ſcarce and exorbitantly dear in 
the garriſon : mutton 38. and 38. 6d. per 
pound; veal 48. pork 28. and 28. 6d. a pig's 
head 198. ducks ions 14s. to 18s. a couple; 
and. a: gooſe, a guinea. Fiſh was equally 
high, and vegetables were with difficulty to 
be got for any money; but bread, the great 
eſſential of life and health, was the article 
moſt wanted. It was about this period, that 
the Governor made trial what quantity of 
rice would ſuffice a ſingle perfon for! twenty- 
four hours, and actually lived himſelf _ 
days on four ounces: of rice per day. Sir 
George i is remarkable for an x ax mode 
of living, ſeldom taſting any thing but vege- 
tables, 2 puddings and water; and yet 
is very hale, and uſes conſtant exerciſe : but 
the ſmall portion juſt mentioned would be far 
from ſufficient for a working man kept con- 
tinually emp! gow and 1n a climate' where 
the heat neceſſarily demands very refreſhing 
nouriſhment to ſupport nature under fatigue. 

Two deferters came in, with their arms, 
on the night of the 11th. They belonged to 
the Walon guards, a corps in the Spaniſh ſer- 
vice, compoſed prineipally, if not entirely, 
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of foteigners. The following morning they 
were conducted to Willis's, whence they had 
a View of the enemy's works; which they da- 
ſcribed to the governor. The Spaniſfi army 


were under arms on the r2th, in the front of 


their camp, and were diſtaiſſed by corps! as 
the General paſſed. 

The 14th, arrived the Buck cutter. privg- 
teer, Captain Fagg, carrying twenty-four 

nine-pounders, The abilities and 

of a Britiſh ſailot were ſo eminently co 

cuous in the Captain's eondutt previous w his 

arrival, that even our enemies could not heip 

beſtowing en him the encomiums to which 

his merit entitled him. About eight in the 


morning, the pri vateer was diſcovered. in the 


Gut, with a weſterly breeae. The uſaal 
ſignal for ſeeing an enemy was made by the 
Spaniards at Gebrit Point; and Admiral 
| — with a ſhip of the line, one of fifty 
guns, a frigate of forty, two xebeques, a ſettee 
of fourteen. guns, with half-pallies, &c. &. 
to the number of twenty-one, got under way 
to intèereept her. On the firſt alarm a xebeque 
at anchor off Cabrita had weighed, and ſtood 
out into the Straits : the cutter nevertheleſs 
continued her courſe ; but obſerving the 
whole Spaniſh ſquadton' turning the point, 
the ſuddenly tacked; and food towar 2 
Barbary ſhore: the xebeques, frigate, and 
lighter veſſels porſued, but wert carried down 
to les ward by the itreſiſſible rapidity of the 
eurtent, whilſt: the cutter in u great degree 
maintained her ſtation. 


H 


— —  — 


As it may nd 


— — Acorn Sena — 


98 HISTORY OF THELATE (1979, 


very extraordinary to readers unacquainted 
with nautical affairs, that the privateer ſnould 
not be equally affected by the current, it may 
Jubmoceſiiry to ferm them, that a cutter, or 
any veſſel rigged in the ſame manner, from 
the formation of her ſails can go ſome points 
nearer the wind than a ſquare-rigged veſſel; 
which advantage, on this occaſion, enabled 
Captain Fagg to turn better to windward, by 
ſtemming the current, whilſt the Spaniards, 
by oppoſing their broadſides, were carried 
away to the eaſtward. But, to reſume the 
narrative: Barcelo, who had his flag on board 
the ſeventy- four, was the laſt in the chace; 
and, perceiving! his ſquadron driving to lee- 
ward, prudently returned to the Point, to be 
in readineſs to intercept her in the Bay. 
The fifty-gun ſhip alſo laid her head to the 
current, and keeping that poſition, drove very 
little, in compariſon with her friends. Affairs 
were thus ſituated when Captain Fagg, per- 
ſuaded that the danger was over, boldly ſteer- 
ed for the garriſon. The fifty-gun ſhip en- 
deavoured to cut her off from the eaſtward, 
but was compelled to retire by our battteries 
at Europa: and Barcelo got under way to in- 
tercept her from the Point; but finding his 
efforts ineffectual, he was obliged to haul his 
wind, and giving her two irregular broadſides 
of grape and round, followed his unſucceſsful 
ſquadron to the eaſtward, The cutter inſult- 
ingly returned the Spaniſh Admiral's fire with 
her ſtern· chace, and ſoon after anchored under 
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The expectations of the troops and inha- 
bitants, who were ſpectators of the action, 
had been raiſed to the higheſt pitch: few 
doubted but- ſhe was a King's yell; I; and as 
no intelligence had been received from Eng- 
land for many weeks, their flattering fancies 
painted her the meſſenger of good news; pro- 
bably, the forerunner of a fleet to their relief. 
But what was their deſpondency and diſap- 
pointment, when they were informed that 


ſhe was only a privateer, had been a conſider- 


able time at ſea, and put in for proviſions ? 
Though our condition in the victualling- office 
became weekly more and more ſerious, yet 
the Governor generouſly promiſed Captain 


Fagg aſſiſtance. What indeed could be re- 


fuſed to a man by whoſe manceuvres the 
Port was once more open, and the Bay and 


© Straits again under the command of a Britiſh 


Admiral? Only two or three half-gallies re- 
turned to Cabrita Point; the reſt of the ſqua- 
dron were driven far to leeward of the rock. 
Aſſuming the liberty of a ſhort digreſſion 
in this place, it may be neceſſary to inform 
the reader, of the extent and breadth of the 
Straits of Gibraltar, and acquaint him, at 
the ſame time, with the opinions of different 


writers concerning the perpetual current that 


ſets into the Mediterranean Sea, from the 


great Atlantic Ocean, which has ſo long en- 


gaged the attention of many. celebrated natu- 


by the name of the 3 Straits) are 
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about twelve leagues in extent, from Cape 
Bartel to Ceuta Point, on the African coaſt; 
and from Cape Trafalgar to Europa Point, 
on the coaſt of Spain. At the weſtern en- 
Trance, they are in breadth about eight leagues, 

but diminith eonſiderably about the middle, 
oppoſite Tarffa, (a fmall fiſhing-town on the 
Spaniſh coaſt, originally a place of great con- 
ſequente and ſtrength} though they widen 
Again between Gibraltar and Ceuta, where 
They are about five leagues broad. 

iloſophers, who have communicated 

their ſentiments on the extraordinary plizno- 
menon of a conftant current, differ widely in 
accounting for the diſpoſition of that conti- 
Tibal influx of waters, which, it is natural 
to ſuppolt, would, without ſotne confump- 
tion or return, foon overflow the bouiidaries 
of the Mc&ftetrancin Sea. The late ingeni- 
"ous Dr. Halley was of 'opinion, that this per- 
Petal fup ppty of water from the vaſt Atlantic 
Ocean was intended by nature to recruit what 
was daily exhaled in vapour: others again 
think, he waters that roll in with the center 
current are returned, by two counter- ſtreams, 


Along the African and Spanith ſhores. That 
'there are two counter-ftrearris is without 


doubt; but their rapidity and breadth bear 
ttle proportion to the principal current. A 
third clafs fyppoſe a counter current beneath, 
and of equal ſtrength with the upper ſtream; 
and this opinion appears confirmed by a ir- 
cufnſtance related 17 Colonel) James, in his 
"Pens of the Herculean — 'of a 
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Dutch ſhip being ſunk in action by a French 
privateer off 2 — — ſome — alters 
wards. was. C angicr, four leagyes 
to the vet 2 he. place where ſhe, difaps 
peared, and 2 —— upper current. 
This hypotheſis receives alſo additional ſwp- 
port from repeated diſappointments experi- 
enced by many naval officers, in attempting 
to found the depth of the Straits with' the 
longeſt line: for "the oppoſition between the 
currents might carry the line in ſuch directions 
as to defeat the intention of theſe, expe». 
riments. | 

Theſe fads ſeem ſtrongly to indicate a te- 
currency to the weſtward; which, though it 
may not be ſo rapid as the upper ſtteam, yet, 
with the aſſiſtance of the currents along the 
Spaniſh and Barbary ſhores, and the neceſſary 
exhalations, may account for the Mediterra- 
nean Sea never increaſing by the conſtant 
ſupply received from the Atlantic Ocean, 
The rapidity of the ſuperior current renders 
the paſſage from the Mediterranean to the 
weſtward very precarious and uncertain, as 
ſhips never can ſtem the ſtream without a 
briſk Levanter, or eaſterly wind. Veſſels, 
therefore, are often detained weeks, and ſome- 
times months, waiting fora fayourable breeae; 
in which caſe they find a comfortable birth in 
the bay of Gibraltar. when Li derurn o my 
narrative. 

Two frigates, on the night of the r4th, 
joined the enemy's ſmall craft in the Bay, 

from the weſt. It was thought, from ſome 


102 HISTORY OF THE LATE 01779» 


preparations that were made on board the 

men of war the ſucceeding evening, that the 

Admiral intended attempting to cut out or 

deſtroy theſe ſhips: a council was held in the 

navy, and the practicability of ſuch an enter- 
iſe debated ; but nothing was done. 

The Bay being again open, the night of 
the 19th, a Mooriſh ſettee came in, with 39 
bullocks and a few ſheep : the former were 
ſo weak and poor, that many of them died 
on the beach as ſoon as they were landed: 

nc were, however, a moſt acceptable ſup- 
ly. The patron informed us, that a veſſel 
had ſailed, the preceding night, for the gar- 
riſon, with 40 bullocks, 50 ſheep, and 30 

goats; which we imagined was taken by the 
Sallies at the Point. The following day, a 
Swede ſtood in for the garriſon, with a ſignal 
at her fore-top-gallant maſt-head, by which 
ſhe was known to be laden th proviſions, 
and conſigned to an inhabitant. Off the 
Point ſpe was boarded by a row-boat, and 
conducted immediately to Algeziras. The 
23d, the Governor proportioned the fuel to 
the officers. This article was now become 
ſcarce and important. The coals in the gar- 
riſon were few: what fuel, therefore, was 
iſſued at this period, was wood from ſhi ps 
bought by Government, and broken up 2 
that purpoſe, but which had ſo ſtrongly im- 
bibed the ſalt-water, that it was with the ut- 
moſt difficulty we could make it take fire. 

A ſmall boat arrived on the 24th, with a 
packet from Mr. Logie's; this packet was 
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landed at Mogadore in South Barbary, by 
the Fortune ſloop of war, Captain Squires: 
If I rightly recolle&, it was upon this oc- 
caſion that the following ſucceſsful ſtratagem 
was effected, through the fidelity of a Moor 
entruſted by Mr. Logie to carry the diſ- 
patches to that part of the coaſt, whence, 
to prevent interception, he thought it pru- 
dent to ſend them to Gibraltar. The Spa- 
niards, acquainted with the importance of 
theſe diſpatches, wiſhed to prevent them 
coming to our hands; and accordingly offered 
a thouſands Cobs (about 2251. ſterling) to the 
Moor, to induce him to betray his truſt, and 
pretend he had been robbed on his way to 
the coaſt. The faithful Moor immedia 
acquainted the Conſul with the offer, who 
directed him to promiſe that he would comply. 
In the interval Mr. Logie prepared falſe diſ- 
patches, in cyphers, ſigned and dated them 
St. James's, and affixed a ſeal from the cover 
of a letter of Lord Hilſborough's to himſelf: 
theſe were incloſed as uſual, and directed to 
General Elliott. The Moor received part of 
the bribe, and delivered up the fictitious pac- 
ket: Mr. Logie on his return appeared much 
diſtreſſed by the accident, and the next even- 
ing ſent the real diſpatches to Gibraltar. 
The wind veering round to the ſouthward, 
on the 26th Admiral Barcelo returned from 
Ceuta to his old anchorage off Algeziras, and 
the port again be oily blockaded. A 
deſerter came in, the morning of the zoth, 
from the lines; he belonged to the Walon 
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guards: and about five in the afternoon, an- 
ther Walon deſerted to us. They fired fe 
veral muſkets at the latter, and he turned 
about and returned the ſhot: three horſemen 
then purfued him, but were driven back by 
our anillery. After firſt gun-fire, two more 
came in, of the fame corps. | 

The Enemy's operations continued to be 


confined to the completion of their batteries, 


and the finiſning of their boyau, In their 
camp we obſerved them buſily employed in 
drecting huts for the accommodation of their 
troops againſt the winter rains, which now 
bad begun to ſet in. On the other hand, the 
Goyernor made every neceſſary addition to 
the works. Water-port covert-way was 
doubly paliſaded, and 2 battery for three guns 
erected on the Quay; a work of maſonry, 
ta mount two guns, was built at Ragged- 
ſtaff; and traverſes of cafks and earth were 
raiſed on the different roads, on the north 


front, to feeure the communications. Some 


improvements were alſo made in the batteries 
and works at Europa. 

December commenced with the capture of 
2 Genoete polacre, becalmed off Europa. 
Our ſailors found about £.220 in money on 
board, with ſome letters, from which we 
Jarned that the Enemy fuſtained fome loſs in 
the lines from our fire: The 4th, the Enemy 
beat 2 parley, and ſent in a mule (belonging 
to Colonel Green, the chicf engineer) which 
had ſtrayed to their lines; an inſtance of 
politeneſs which we. did nat expect. The 
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gth, another deferter came in; he was pur- 
ſued, but we protected bim. The ſubſe- 
quent day we obſer vod ſeveral men about the 
weſtern and eaftern advanced ſtone 
houſes, which we imagined were poſted there 
to prevent deſertion. Our artillery endea- 
voured to diſlodge them with tound fhot, but 
did not — The roth, the Enemy fired 
ſeveral rounds, from Fort St. Philip, at our 
fiſhing-boats in the Bay. Four ſoldiers of 
De la Motte's regiment, quartered on Wind- 

mill hill, attempted, on the 1 gth, to deſert? 
ſearch was . — immediately made for 
them, and two were retaken. Those who 
eſcaped were ſuppoſed to have got down by 
a rope-ladder, left by the party employed in 
cutting bruſh-wood for faſeines. The next 
day another of the enemy endeavoured” to 
come over to us, but being purſued” by tw 
horſemen, was cut down and ſecured. One 
of the horſes belonging to the purſuers waz 
killed by our fire, — - Sa rider rs bruĩſ- 
ed with the fall. The ſucceeding day, this 
unfortunate man was executed on a new gal- 
lows, erected near their artillery-park, and 
the body, according to ares bung til 
ſun-ſet. 

The Governor, on the 9th, ordered that | 
no guns ſhould be fired from the garriſon at 
tho Enemy's ſhipping, if the'diſtance requir- 
ed more than 6* elevation; except when 
ſhips were chafing, or engaged. On the 20th, 
the Buck, having refitted, ſailed on a cruiſe 
to the eaſtward. "we were afterwards in- 


2 — 
We 
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formed that ſhe unfortunately; fell in with a 
French frigate, which, after a few broadſides, 
captured the Buck; but before ſhe could be 
got into port, ſhe ſunk; from the damage re- 
ceived in the action. On the night of the 
26th, we had-a moſt violent ſtorm of rain, 
with dreadful thunder and lightning. The 
fuccceding morning a vaſt quantity of wood, 
cork, &c. was floating under our walls: the 
rain had waſhed it from the banks of the 
Palmones and Guadaranque, and it was waft- 
ed by the wind over to our ſide of the Bay. 
Fuel had long been a ſcarce article: this ſup- 
ply was therefore conſidered as a miraculous 
interference of Providence in our favour. 


The Enemy, the 27th, fired four guns 


from Fort St. Philip: one of the ſhot ſtruck 
the extremity of Prince's lines. Whether 
theſe were fired to frighten our fiſhermen, 
who were dragging their nets near the farther 
gardens, without Land-port, or only as an 
experiment, we could not ſay, as they im- 
mediately ceaſed, on. our returning the fire 
from Willis's. The day following, came in 
three deſerters; and the ſame morning the 
Fly packet-boat arrived from Tangier, with 
40 goats, fowls and eggs, but no mail: this 


cargo, though trifling, was highly acceptable. 
The deſerters informed us that the enemy 


were almoſt overflowed in their lines from 
the late exceſſive rains: in ſome places, par- 
ticularly near the new batteries, the water 


was two and three feet deep; and their ef- 


forts to drain it off had hitherto been inef- 
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fectual. The 28th, a ſoldier of Harden» 
berg's deſerted down the back of the rock. 
January, 1780, did not commence with 
any very intereſting events. A ſquadron of 
men of war paſſed through to the weſt on 
the ad: it being hazy, we could not diſtin- 
guiſh of what nation they were; but many 
thought them Spaniards. from Carthagena. 
On the evening of the 5th, a fire broke out 
in the enemy's camp, which, we afterwards 
learned, deſtroyed four - officers ma 85 
and ſix or ſeven huts. The following day, 
after gun- fire, two Walons deſerted to us: 
they brought information that upwards of 
forty mortars were mounted in the lines, and 
that all their batteries were completed with 
Cannon. 19:31 W. if ab eln 
A Neapolitan polacre was luckily driven 
under our guns on the Sth, and obliged to 
come in. On board we found about 6000 
buſhels of barley, a cargo (circumſtanced as 
we were) of ineſtimable value. The bakers 
had long been limited to the quantity of bread 
daily to be iſſued to the inhabitants, and ſen- 
tries were placed at the wickets where it was 
delivered, to prevent confuſion and riot. The 
ſtrongeſt nevertheleſs had the advantage; ſo 
that numbers of women, children, and in- 
firm perſons, returned to their miſerable ha- 
bitations, frequently without taſting, for 
ſome days, that chief, and perhaps neceſſary 
ſupport of life. The inhabitants were not 
the only ſufferers in this ſcene of diſtreſs; 
many officers and ſoldiers had families to 
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ſupport out of the 3 received from the 
victualling-offioe. A ſoldier, with his wife 
and three children, would inevitably have 
been fiarved to death, had not the generous 
contribution of his corps relieved his family: 
one woman actually died through want; and 
many were fo enfeebled, that it was not 
without great attention they recovered : thiſ- 
ties, dandelion, wild lecks, &c. were for 
tome time the daily nouriſhment of —_— 
Few fupplics arriving from Barbary, 

there appearing little proſpect of relief ” 
England, famine began to preſent itſelf with 
Its attendant horrors: had there been a glim- 
mering hope of aſſiſtance from hows it 
would have enabled many to ſupport theme 
felves under this accumulation of diſtreſs, 
but, alas! we ſeemed entirchy abandoned to 
our fortune. 

Not only bread, but every. ante neceffary 


to the fupport of life, was hard to be pro- 


cured, and only to be purchaſed at exorbi- 
tant prices. Veal, mutton, and beef, ſold 
from two ſhillings and fix-pence, - to four 
ſhillings per pound; freſh: pork, from two 
10 three ſhillings; ſalt beef and pork, one 
filling and three-pence per — fowls, 
nigliteen ſhillings per couple ; ducks, a gui- 
nea ; fire wood, five ſhillings per hundred 
weight; a pint of milk and water, one ſnil- 
ling and three-pence. Vegetables were ex- 
nomely ſcarce: a fmall cabbage eoſt one ſhil- 
ling and fix-pence, and a ſmall bunch of the 


auter leaves fold for fivs-penee: Iriſh butter, 
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two ſhillings and fix-pence per pound; eggs, 
ſix-pence each; and candles, two ſhillings 
and fix-pence per pound. The beſt ah was 
moſt exorbitantly dear conſidering on what 
terms the garriſon was formerly fupplied. 
It is natural to ſuppoſe, that the rock bein 
almoſt ſurrounded with the fea, we ſhoul 
have a conſtant reſource in this artiele; the 
contrary was however the caſe : our Yiſher- 
men were foreigners, and being under no 
regulation, they exacted, by degrees, moſt 
extravagant ſums for what ſome months 
before we thould have locked upon with 
g Noise 
This extreme ſcarcity of proviſions, it may 
well be ſuppofed, could not fail to exerciſe 


the invention of individuals. A ſingular 


mode of hatching chickens was about this 


time ſuccefsfully practiſed by the Hanove- 
_ rians; and, as it may be acceptable to ſome 


readers, the proceſs, as communicated by a 
friend, is herewith ineloſed. The eggs were 
placed, with ſome cotton, wosl, or other 
warm ſubftance, in 'a tin caſe of fudh con- 
ſtruction as to be heated either by a lamp or 
hot water; and, by a proper attention td the 
temperature of heat, the vggs were commonly 
hatched in the uſual time of a hen's!ſitting. 
A capon {however ſtrange it-may appeur) was 


then taught to rear them do reconeſſe im to 


this truſt, the feathers" Were plubhæd from 
his breaſt and belly; he was then gently 


ſcourged with a bunch of nerties, and placed 


upon the young hateh, whole downy 
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warmth afforded ſuch comfort to the bared 
and ſmarting parts, that he, from that pe- 
_ riod; i reared them up, with equal care and 
| tenderneſs as if they had been his own 
offspring. N 5 

=; Fearly in the morning of the 1oth, a ſqua- 
dron of ſhips was ſeen to the eaſt, which 
had paſſed through in the night; five were 
of the line, and one under jury-maſts: ſup- 
poſed to be Count DEſtaing's fleet from the 
Weſt Indies. The ſame day a ſoldier of the 
58th regiment was executed for ſtealing : he 
was the firſt man that ſuffered ſince General 
Eliott had been governor. The day follow- 
ing, the enemy fired, from Fort St. Barbara, 
on a clergyman. performing the laſt office 
over the corpſe of a ſoldier of the 72d regi- 
ment, at the burial-ground near the Gover- 
.nor's- meadow. The party immediately re- 
tired, though not before they had depoſited 
their charge. As this conduct convinced us 
that the enemy would not permit us to bury 
zour dead without the garriſon, a part of 
the red ſands behind the Princeſs of Wales's 
lines was appropriated to that purpoſe. __ 
The r2th, they - ſurpriſed us again with 
.ten ſhot. from Fort St. Philip : ſeveral came 
into town, and did fome trifling damage 
amongſt the buildings. The inhabitants, 
-- Whoſe alarms had not totally ſubſided ſince 
the middle of September, when the Gover- 
nor opened upon the enemy, were now per- 
fectly convinced; they meant to return our 
fire; and accordingly: began, on the firſt re- 
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port of their guns, to remove themſelves to 
the ſouthward. Some in the greateſt con- 
fuſion endeavoured to ſecure their valuables 
in town, but the firing ceaſing, the fugitives, 
before night, ſummoned up ſufficient courage 
to return. A woman, paſſing near one of 
the houſes, was ſlightly hurt. It was ſingular 
that a female ſhould be the firſt perſon 
wounded at this remarkable ſiege. In the 
evening, the commanding officers had orders 
to inform their corps, that the Governor was 
under the neceſſity of curtailing the weekly 
allowance of. proviſions. Diſagreeable as 


this intelligence was, and particularly when 


we conſider the diſtreſs which many experi- 
enced even with the full allowance, the men 
received it without the ſmalleſt appearance of 
diſcontent. Convinced of the neceſſity, they 


acquieſced with chearfulneſs: indeed to do 
them juſtice, in all the viciſſitudes of this try- 


ing period, the garriſon ſubmitted, without 
murmuring, to every neceſſary regulation, 
however unpleaſing. It was fortunate for 
many, that this ſubſtraction of proviſions 
did not continue long: nay, it remains a 
doubt with ſome, whether, at the time, the 
Governor was not appriſed of a relief being 
near; and did not enad᷑ this regulation, ſolely 
to make trial of the diſpoſition of his troops. 
If ſo, how ſatisfactory a circumſtance muſt it 
be, to find the army under his command ac- 
cord, with ſo 'much- good-humour, to what 
might be conſidered as a real hardſbip, | how- 
ever indiſpenſable 
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Admiral Duff, on the tzth, gave orders to 


the men of war and armed ' veſſels, to be 
prepared, in cafe a convoy was near, to af- 
ford every protettion to any ſtraggling ſhips 


that might attempt the Port before the main 


body arrived; This caution confirmed us in 
.the opinion of a convoy being expeRed ; and 
a general joy was diffuſed throughout the garti- 


ſon, at the flattering, though probably diſtant - 


proſpect. Two days after, an ordnance- 
brig, which with other veſſels ſeeemed to be 
going through to the eaſt, ſuddenly altered 
her courſe, and, notwithſtanding ſhe was op- 
-pofed by the enemy, anchored under bur 


walls. A -dhip with the Britiſh flag entering 


the Bay, was {© uncommon a fight, that al- 


moſt the whole garriſon words are inſufficient 
to de ſcribe their tran on being informed 
that ſhe was one of a large convoy which had 


preceding month 
for vur relief. The diſtreſſed Jews, and 
other inhabitants, were frantic with joy; and 
the repeated huzzas from all quarters, for 


ſome time prevented further enquiries. We 


afterwards learned, that ſhe had parted com- 
y with the convey in the Bay of Biſcay, 


and off Cadiz had diſeoveted nine Nil of 


large fhips, which the maſter cofcluded were 
Spaniards ſtationed thete to oppoſe their en- 


trance. The latter part of their information 


gave as much uneaſineſs. The enemy, we 
concluded, would have good intelligente of 
the forco of the Britiſh eonvoy.”' If, thete- 
fore, any oppoſition was intended, a ſuperlor 


Jan) SIEGE OF GIBRALTAR 113 


ſquadron would conſequently be ſtationed at 


| | the entrance of the Straits. Theſe reflections 
damped, in a great degree, the pleaſure we 


before experienced, and made us apprehenſive 


that the relief was not ſo near as we at firſt. 


expected. r of it had however 
a very viſible effect on the price of proviſi- 
ons, which immediately fell more than two- 
Since it was probable. that ſtraggling ſhi 
might attempt the port before the body of t 
convoy approached, the Childers ſloop of war, 
and armed veſſels, were ordered to cruiſe in 


the Bay, to protect them from the enemy's 


ſmall craft. Previous to the arrival of the 
brig, a ſoldier of the 58th regiment deſerted 


from. a party employed behind the Rock in 


gathering ſhrubs, &c. for faſcines. 'The 16th, 
a Walon deſerted to us, by whom we were 
informed, that the enemy had every thing 


prepared in their lines to bombard the town. 


At another time we ſhould have been greatly 


alarmed at this intelligence; but our 9 05 
g. 


were too much engaged with the ple 


though uncertain hopes of relief, to reflect on 


the conſequences of a bombardment. In the 


evening, our apprehenſions concerning the 
convoy were totally diſpelled, by the arrival 
of a brig laden with flour, which communi- 


cated the jayful news that Admiral Sir Geo 
Brydges Rodney had captured, off the coaſt of 


Portugal, a Spaniſh 64 gun ſhip, five of 32 


and 28 guns, with ſeventeen merchantmen, 
belonging to the * Company, going 
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from Bilboa to Cadiz; | 
'PLEET OF TWENTY-ONE SAIL OF THE LINE, 


. 


DC  — —— 
* 
: 


| whether ſhe was friend or foe. 


[go, 
YE that; with a 


and a large convoy of merchant-ſhips and 

tranſports, he was. proceeding to our relief. 

Every idea of oppoſition at this information 

immediately vaniſhed; and we once more 

anticipated the flattering proſpect of ſeeing 
the Britiſh flag again triumphantly . 

in the Mediterranean. 

The weather, on the 17th, was very hazy ; 
but clearing up the ſucceeding day, one of 
the prizes arrived without any oppoſition 
from the enemy. The midſhipman who 
brought her in informed us, that when he 
parted with the fleet on the 16th, Sir George 
was engaged with a Spaniſh fquadron off 
Cape St. Mary's; and that, juſt before they 
loft ſight of them, a ſhip of the line blew up; 
but ke was at too great a diſtance'to diſtinguiſh' 
In the even- 
ing, one of the armed Caracca prizes came 
in, but no further particulars of the engage- 
ment could be learned. Our anxiety con- 
cerning the eyent of the action was however 
removed, a few hours afterwards, by the ap- 
pearance of the convey off Europa. The 
wind, at that critical time, unfortunately 
failed them, and the vivid flaſhes of lightning, 
by which we had diſcovered the fleet at the 
firſt, only ſerved to exhibit them to us, driven 
by the current beyond the rock. The Apollo 
frigate, Capt. Pownall, with one- or two 
merchantmen, evetthelefs got 1n about 
eleven; and by the former, the Governor and 
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garriſon were acquainted: with the. agreeable 
tidings of a complete vIcTORY over the 
Spanith Admiral, who, with three others of 
his ſquadron, was taken; one was run aſhore, 
another blown wy in the: engagetadaty and the 
reſt diſperied. 
We now found, that the plan for tel waz 
Gibraltar had been conducted at home with 
ſuch ſecrecy and prudence, that the enemy 
never ſuſpected that Sir Gorge meant to con- 
voy the tranſports to the Straits with ſo ſtrong 
a fleet. By their intelligence from Breſt, 
they underſtood he was to ſeparate in a certain 
latitude, and proceed, with the main body of 
the men of war, to the Weſt- Indies. Thus 
deceived, they concluded that the tranſports 
with their convoy would fall an eafy prey to 
their ſquadron, which conſiſted of eleven 
men of wary all choſen ſhips. Hoch heir grand 
At day-break, on the morning of the roth, 
the enemy unmaſked one of their fourteen- 
gun batteries. The guns, with thoſe in the 
fort, were all elevated, and the lines reins 
forced with two regiments of infantry. Tt 
Governor, notwithſtanding theſe appearances, 
ordered a royal ſalute to be fired at ſix o'clock 
from Willis's." The Panther man of war was 
decorated, and alſo fired a falute on account 
of this victory. About ſeven the Edgar ar- 
rived, with the Phœnix prize of 80 guns, 
having on board the Spaniſh Admiral, Don 
Juan de Langara y Huarte. This ſhip- had 


Joſt her mizen and -main- top-maſts, but 
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ſeemed little injured in the hull, The 


Admiral, who was wounded in the engage- 


ment, was conducted on ſhore in the evening 
to lodgings in town, and had every attention 


and compliment paid him, which were due 


to his rank, At night, Admiral Digby, in 
the Prince George, worked round Europa 
with eleven or twelve ſhips ; but Sir George 


remained with the crippled prizes, and with 
the main body of the fleet, off Marbella, a 


Spaniſh town, formerly of note, fixteen 


| leagues to the-eaftward of Gibraltar. 


The 2oth, being the anniverſary of the 


King of Spain's birth-day, Admiral Barcelo's 


ſhips were decorated according to cuſtom. 


When the colours were ftruck in the evening, | 


the flag-ſhip, with her conſort of 50 guns, 
was hauled eloſe in land; and the next day a 
large party began to erect a battery on the 
ſhore for their protection; being apprehenſive, 
probably, of an attack from the Britiſh fleet. 
The night of the 21ſt, the enemy unmaſked 
the other batteries in the lines, which again 


caufed a general diſturbance amongſt the in- 


habitants. Every thing ſeemed now prepared 
to fire upon the town. The convoy conti- 
nued beating up; but the prizes were fo da- 
maged in their rigging, that they could not 


be expected to make the Bay till the wind 


vecred round to the eaſt. Early on the 22d, 
ſeveral men of war, in coming into the Bay, 


were carried down under the cnemy's batteries, 


near Point Mala, which occaſioned a general 
alarm in their camp. Drums beat to arms, 
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22d for Tetuan, to bring over what was at 
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and their artillery opened in an inſtant. The 
boats of the flect, however, were ordered to 
their aſſiſtance, and the ſhips were towed 


back without receiving much damage. One 


man was killed, and two wounded, on board 
the Terrible; all of them Spaniſh priſoners. 
Sir George, on his arrival off the coaft of 


Barbary, had ſent intelligence to Mr. Logie, 


to prepare ſupplies for the garriſon, Three 
veſſels, therefore, ſailed in the courſe of the 


hand. The conſul had provided cattle, faſ- 
cines, pickets, &c. in readineſs for the ſhips 


- when they arrived; but, to his ſurpriſe, the 


ſhips ſent in the hurty of buſineſs, under 
convoy of the Bedford, were tranſports, fitted 
up for the reception of troops, with many 
weeks proviſions: on board; and before the 
births could be removed to admit the ſupplies, 
the wind came eaſterly, and the ſhips were 
obliged to return without them. This over- 
ſight was of great detriment to the garriſon, 
as at this period we might have procured freſh 
proviſions, which with ceconomy would have 
ſerved for ſome months, The garriſon veſſels 
were afterwards ſent for theſe articles; but 
after Sir George Roduey's departure, moſt of 
them were detained by the vigilance of the 
enemy's cruifers, © © -_ e 
We learned by the Childers, on the 23d, 
that Sir George was at anchor, with the 
prizes, in Tetuan Road; and waited only a 
favourable wind to join the remainder of the 
fleet in the Bay. As the town of Tetuan has 
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frequently been mentioned in the preceding 
pages, and probably will as often occur in 
the courſe of the ſubſequent; the reader will 
perhaps not be diſpleaſed to find in this place 
a ſhort deſcription of it: Tetuan is a very 
ancient town in Barbary, ſituated to the 
ſouth-eaſt of Ceuta, about ſix miles from the 
ſea, on a river which meanders beautifully 
through a pleaſant country ; but which has a 
bar at the entrance, that renders it unnaviga- 
ble for large ſhips. Small veſſels get up about 
two miles, as far as Marteen, which is the 
quay and port of Tetuan. The town is 
walled round with ſquare towers at different 
diſtances, to flank the curtains, It is built 
on the gentle ſlope of a hill; and the houſes 
being white, with flat roofs, have the appear- 
ance. at a diſtance of an encampment. The 
buildings are ſo contrived, that a perſon may 
go from one end of the town to the other, 
without deſcending into the ſtreets; and in 
this manner their women, by occupying the 
upper ſtories, viſit each other without being 
expoſed to the ſight of the male ſex in the 
ſtreets below. 

The town has a manufacory, and carries 
on a conſiderable trade, principally. in bar- 
ter: the road is, however, ſo expoſed to- 
wards the eaſt, that ſhips cannot remain there 
during the Levant winds. The Moors ex- 
change cattle, poultry, and fruit, for other 
articles; and when there is a truce between - 
the powers, ſupply ſeveral parts of Spain 
with provifions. Tbe oranges of Tetuan 
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are eſteemed the largeſt and beſt-flavoured 4 
any in that part of the globe. 

The Enemy, we imagined, were not a 
little alarmed by the caſual appearance of our 
ſhips on the morning of the aad; as, for 


ſeveral days after, they were buſy in remov- 


ing cannon from their artillery- park to the 
different batteries along the coaſt. At Alge- 
ziras, the top-maſts and yards of the men, — 
war were ſtruck, and the ſhips hauled as 
cloſe in land, under the DEE of the new 
battery, as the depth of water would, admit. 


Several Spaniſh officers. were now permitted 


to return on their parole to Spain. The 
24th, the Childers ſailed back to Tetuan; | 
and ſoon after arrived a (Britiſh. letter of 
marque from Newfoundland, laden with 
ſalt-fiſb. 

Whilſt the fleet remained in the Bay, the 
Governor and Garriſon were often honoured 
with the preſence of the Royal Midſhip- 
man, Prince William-Henry ; and when that 
youthful hero, on his return, laid his car! 
laurels at the feet of his Royal Father, he 
preſegted, at the ſame time, a plan of the 
garriſon, in the relief of which he had made 
his firſt naval eſſay, In that plan were deli- 
neated the improvements, which that place 


had undergone, and the new batteries erect- 


ed on, the heights ſince the commencement 
of the blockade. 

The mention of his Royal Highneſs briogs 
to my recollection. a circumſtance which, oc- 


curred whilſt the fleet was in the Bay. The 
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Spaniſh Admiral, Don Juan Langara, one 
morning viſited Admiral Digby, to whoſe 
charge the Prince was intruſted; and Don 
Langara was of courſe introduced to his 
Royal Highneſs. During the conference be- 
tween the Admirals, Prince William retired ; 
and when it was intimated' that Don Juan 
wiſhed to return, his Royal Highneſs ap- 
peared in his character of midſhipman, and 


120 


reſpectſully informed the Admiral, that the 
boat was ready. The Spaniard, aftoniſhed 


to fee the fon of a Monarch N | 
officer, could not help exclaiming, ell 
* does Great Britain merit the empire of the 
te fea, when the humbleſt fations in her Navy 
* are ſupported by Prinees of the Blood.“ 

FThree of the enemy, on the 25th, deſert- 
ed to the garriſon; a fourth, attempting to 


deſert, was retaken, and another was ſhot by 


che purſuers within muſket-ſhot of our lines. 
We fired from Willis's at the horſemen who, 
followed them, and wounded two. of their 
borſes. The deſerters ſaid it was reported, 
that the enemy intended bombarding the 
town the ſucceeding day. For ſeveral prece- 
ding months we had reaſon, from their ope- 
rations, to, think fuch an event not improba- 
ble. Seven or. eight mortar-batteries had 
been diftributed along their lines, in which, 
according to our intelligence, were upwards 
of forty mortars: theſe, with the cannon 
bearing on the garriſon from theit gun-bat- 
teries, amounted in all to upwards of 100 
pieces of ordnance. They therefore were 
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not unprepared for ſuch ſervice; but whe. 
ther the circumſtance of the Spaniſh Admiral 
and officers being lodged in town might not 
at that time in ſome degree influence the 
conduct of their friends, or whether they 
were overawed by the ſtrong naval force in 
their neighbourhood, they deferred the bom- 
bardment to a more diſtant period. 

Sir George arrived in the Sandwich from 
Tetuan on the 2gth; and the following day, 
the prizes, and remaining men of war, were 
all at anchor in the Bay. A council of war 
was immediately held on the Admital's ar- 
rival ; but the ſubject of their debates was 
not made public. Late in the. evening of 
the. ſame day, a Newfoundland” veſſel with 
| fiſh, coming in, approached ſo cloſe to the 
oppoſite coaſt, that our guard-boats were 
obliged to bring her ta her proper birth, _ 

The Fortune ſloop carried over to Point 
Mala, on the 26th, the Spaniſh wounded 
priſoners : Admiral Langara, with his ſuite, 
{till remained in town. Admiral Sir > 
Brydges Rodney landed on the 27th at Rag- 
ged-ſtaff, and, after viſiting the Spaniſh Ad- 
miral, dined with the Governor. Prince 
William, with Admiral Digby, &c. likewiſe 
dined at the Convent. The ſame day, the 
Governor ordered thoſe ſoldiers wives and 
children, who were not provided with twelve 
months proviſions, to prepare to leave the 
garriſon with the fleet: 250 lb. of flour, or 
360 lb. of biſcuit, was Rated as ſufficient 
or one perſon, By this regulation many 
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uſeleſs. hands. were ſent home, which would 

have been a vaſt burthen on the. garriſon, 

circumſtanced as we afterwards were. The 
evening of the 28th, the Childers failed for 

England with diſpatches from the Admiral; 
but. meeting with a gale of wind at weſt, 
ſhe was compelled to return, after loſing her 
fore-yard, and throwing four guns over-board. 
At night came in a : deſerter from the Walon 
guards ligt! 

„About noon, on the 29th, a Jarec ſhip 
eee from the weſtward: on doubling 
Cabrita Point ſhe was diſcovered to be an 
Enemy. Signals were inſtantly made for the 
Edgar and two frigates to attack her. In the 

mean time the Spaniard ſeemed greatly con- 
fuſed, but at laſt worked cloſe in land, be- 
tween two barbet batterics at the Point, 

Several broadſides were exchanged between 
her and the Edgar, whilſt the frigates attack- 
ed the batteries. They were however after 
ſome time recalled, the Admiral being ap- 
prehenſive that they might ſuſtain greater 
damage from the land, than the object in 
action would excuſe. The ſame day the 
ſecond battalion of the 73d regiment, or 
Lord -M*Leod's Highlanders, commanded by 
Lieut. Col. George McKenzie, diſembarked 
from on board the fleet at the New mole, 
and took Fairen of the caſemates in the 
King's; baſtion, &c This regiment was in- 
tended for Minorca; -but: General. Eliot | 
thought, 1 with the advice of the Ad- 
Mirak, G to detain them. Tbeir ren 
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at this time was 30 officers, 6 ſtaff ike 
50 ſerjeants, 22 drummers, and 944. rank 


and file: an excellent reinforcement in our 


ſituation, ſince the ſcurvy had already begun 
to appear among us. Colonels Picton and 


Mawhood, with many other officers, joined 


their corps alſo by this fleet. On the night 
of the 29th, came in three more Walons. 
The Minorca convoy failed on the 3 iſt, un- 
der the Marlborough, Invincible, &c. .. The 
wind changing to the eaſt in the evening, 
the Childers made another attempt to paſs the 
Straits; which ſhe effected, and carried home 
diſpatches giving authentic accounts of the 


preceding victory. 


Sir George, when he captured the Caracca 
fleet, judged that the cargoes of ſeveral 
would be uſeful to the garriſon ; he therefore 
brought with him what ſhips he thought 
would be ſerviceable, and 1 their freights 
along with the ſupplies which Government 
had ſent out. A great number of guns of 
heavy metal, and ſome hundred barrels of 
powder, were alſo purchaſed: from the Spa- 
niſh prizes by the Governor, notwithſtandin 
he had received a large ſupply of the latter 


by the convoy. The artillery (whoſe con- 


ſtant practice it was to try the ſtrength of 
powder on the batteries) afterwards compared 
the quality and ſtrength of the Britiſh and 
Spaniſh powder, and found the former great- 
ly ſuperior. ; 

In the. beginning of February, the wind 
from the 8. W. blew a ſtrong gale, which, 
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from the foulneſs of the anchorge off Roſta 
Bay, &c. involved the fleet in great diſtreſs. 
Some of them were in very imminent danger 
of being forced upon the rocks, particularly 
one of the Spaniſh prizes, which without 
doubt would have experienced that fate, if 
ſeaſonable aſſiſtance had not been ſent her, 
- and the wind had not abated, The 3d, Ad- 
miral Barcelo again hoiſted his flag and 
enſign, having ſecured his ſhips by a ſtrong 
boom, and completed the battery on the land, 
which mounted 22 guns, Merlons were alſo 
added to the Fort on the Iſland, which before 
was en barbet. | 

Three deſerters came in on the 5th: they 
were immediately ſent on board the fleet, 
where the others had been ordered the pre- 
ceding day, to take their paſſage for England. 
Theſe men gave diſmal accounts of the Ene- 
my's ſufferings in camp, where univerſal diſ- 
content prevailed on account of the great 
ſcarcity and dearneſs of proviſions, We lit- 
tle doubted the truth of this intelligenee : 
the neighbourhood of their camp, from our 
own knowledge of the country, was not ca- 
pable of ſubſiſting fo large an army; conſe- 

quently they were obliged to be ſupplied with 
_ proviſions, &c. from places at a diſtance; 
and theſe reſources, ſince Admiral Rodney's 
arrival, had been cut off, Our cruiſers, in 
truth, not only obſtructed theſe ſupplies, but 
alſo prevented the garriſon of Ceuta from re- 
ceiving the refreſhments from Spain which 
their ſituation made neceſſary ; and our in- 
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telligence from Barbary mentioned that that 
garriſon was in a ſimilar, if not worſe condi- 
tion than their oppoſite friends, If Sir George 
therefore had continued ſome time longer 1n 
the Meditterranean, our enemies probably 
would have been reduced to greater difficulties 
than we ourſelves had experienced. 

As this fortreſs is in ſome degree connected 
with the ſubject of the preſent narrative, it 
may not be improper to relieve the reader's at- 
tention by a brief deſcription, of it. The 
town of Ceuta is ſituated on the coaſt of Bar- 
| bary, about 15 miles tothe ſouthward of Gi- 
braltar. In the era of the Romans it was a 
town of ſome note, but on the decline of 
that empire fell, like others, to the dominion 
of the Goths and Moors. Ceuta remained in 
the poſſeſſion of the latter till the year 1414 
when John I. King of Portugal, with a for- 
midable force, ſurpriſed and took it. The 
Moors afterwards made many attempts to 
recover it, but in vain; and ever ſince it has 
remained in the poſſeſſion of the Chriſtians. 
Upon the demiſe of Henry of Portugal, in 
1578, that crown was ſeized upon by the Spa- 
niards; Ceuta conſequently became a Spaniſh 
garriſon; and when the Portugueſe revolted, 
under John Duke of Braganza, in 1640, and 
again eſtabliſhed themſelves into a diſtinct 
kingdam, Ceuta did not, with the reſt of the 
Empire, return to its natural allegiance, but 
continued in the hands of the Spaniards, by 
whom it has been held ever ſince. 
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Being a promontory, projecting into the 
ſea, the ſituation of Ceuta is not much diffe- 
rent from that of Gibraltar. The town, 
which is built on the neck of land that joins 
it to the Continent, is ſtrongly fortified in 
the modern manner. The ſuburbs are at 
fome diſtance, in order to be more out of 
reach of the ſhells, in caſe of an attack from 
the land; and they extend to the foot of 
a mountain, at the extremity of the penin- 
fula, on which are eredted a watch-tower 
and caſtle, ſurrounded with a fortified wall, 
about a league in circumference. The forti- 
fications are kept in good repair, by ſlaves, 
who are ſentenced to this puniſhment from 
the different priſons in Spain; and a ſtrong 

- garriſon is kept in the fortreſs; to prevent a 
ſurprife from the Moors, who, like the Spa- 
mards with reſpect, to Gibraltar, have a 
watchful eye over it. The city is regularly 
furniſhed with proviſions from the oppoſite 
ports in Spain ;. and being deſtitute of water, 
which was formerly conducted by an aque- | 
duct from the neighbourhood, is ' ſupplied 
with that article from Eftepona, a ſmall Spa- 
niſh fiſhing-town about nine leagues to the 
eaſtward of Gibraltar. 

Another deſerter came in on the 10th of 
February. The day following, the invalids 
and women embarked on board the fleet, 
By the ' 12th, the ſupplies were all landed, 
and the rigging of the Spaniſh prizes being 
repaired, the fleet prepared to return. The 
ſame day a flag of truce brought over ſome 
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Engliſh priſoners : one of them, the maſter 
of a merchantman, which had been taken in 
her voyage to the garriſon, informed us that 
the boom at Algeziras was a twenty-two- 
inch cable-rope, buoyed up by caſks, to 
prevent our ſending fire ſhips ren their” 
ſhipping. 
The Spaniſh Admiral, having regulated: 
with Sir — Rodney every thing concern- 
ing the exchange and releaſe of priſoners, Was 
permitted, on the 13th, to return upon his 
parole into Spain. He was conducted, with 
art of his ſuite, in the Governor's carriage, 
to the Spaniſh lines, where he was received 
by his friends, and then proceeded on to the 
camp. The ſucceeding day, the remainder 
of the Spainſh officers were taken by the 
Fortune ſloop, and landed at the Orange- 
grove. Lieut. Williams, of the navy, who, 
after taking poſſeſſion of one of the Spaniſh 
prizes in the action oft St. Mary's, was obli- 
ged to run her aſhore near Cadiz, and ſur- 
render himſelf priſoner, returned with ano- | 
ther officer, on board the ſloop, to the garri- 
ſon. The liberal and polite behaviour of the 
Navy and the Governor to Don Langara and 
his countrymen, made a ſenſible and laſting 
impreſſion on their minds, and was, confeſ- 
ſedly, of great advantage to the Eogliſh pr pri- 
ſoners in Spain; particularly to thoſe taken 
in our neighbourhood, who ever afterwards 


were treated with great attention and hu- 
manity. 
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In the evening of the 143th, the Britiſh 
fleet got under way, excepting the Edgar and 
the Panther ſhips of the line, the Enterpriſe 
and Porcupine frigates, which were left be- 
hind, as great part of their crews had been re- 
moved to man the prizes. The Enemy, on 
their appearing in motion, immediately gave 

the alarm, which was communicated by ſig- 
nals from their towers along the coaſts to- 
wards Cadiz. At duſk, few of them were 
in fight from the upper part of the hill. 


— 
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CHAPTER IW. 


The Spaniards renew the blothade— Attempt to 


burn our ſhipping by nine fires/hips, but miſ= 
carry—Gun=boats —Garriſon again diftreſ- 
ſed Enemy effeFually. cut of the ſupplies 
from Barbary —Break ground in advance 
from their Iines—Scurvyy very prevalent— 
Greatly relieved by the uſe of lemons — Mode 
of uſing this vegetable acid—Garriſon obtain 
a few ſupplies from Minorca—Enemy retard- 
ed in their operations —Sptrited action between 
the enemy. and an Engliſh polacre—Garriſon 


| obliged 10 quit the gardens on the neutral 


ground—Tangier—Speedwell cutter arrives 
after a ſpirited engagement —A ſpy diſco- 


vered— Mr. Logre, the Britiſh Conſul in Bar- 


bary, expelled the Emperor's dominions—GCruel 
treatment which he and the other Britiſh ſub- 
ect experienced—Cauſe of this event—A 
memorial from the Officers of the Garriſon.— 
Great diſtreſs of the troops Die Kite cutter, 
Captain Trollop, arrives with intelligence that 
the Britiſh fleet is at the entrance of the 


"Srrarts. | 


TEE Garriſon might now be conſidered as 
in a very perfect ſtate of defence. The ſcurvy 
indeed had begun to affect many, and threat- 
ened to become more general; but we flatter- 
ed ourſelves that the Enemy would give up 
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130 HISTORY OF THE LATE i780, 


the intention of ſtarving us to a ſurrender, 
and, by relaxing in their vigilance at ſea, 
might afford us an opportunity of receiving 
conſtant ſapplies of thoſe articles moſt eſſen- 
tial to health. Our ſtores and magazines were 
full, a reinforcement had joined the garriſon, 
and new ſpirits were infuſed into the troops; 
fince they were convinced, from the powerful 
force ſent to their relief, that we were not 
forgotten in the multiplicity of objects which 
neceſſarily engaged the attention of our friends 
at home. 
- ADMIRAL Dy r having returned on board 
the fleet to England, the command of the 
uadron that remained in the Bay, conſe- 
quently devolved on Captain Eliott of the Ed- 
gar, who, on the 14th of February, hoifted 
his broad pendant as Commodore. 

Taz x6th. of the fame month, Admiral 
Barcelo removed the boom at Algeziras, and 
warped out to his former anchorage, immedi- 
ately detaching his ſmall} craft to Cabrita 
Point, to intercept any ſhips that might at- 
tempt ooming in. In the afternoon, the ene- 
my executed two men in camp, who, it was 
imagined, had been retaken in attempting to 
deſert : their bodies were not cut down until 
the 2gth. This puniſhment ſeemed however 
to have little effect; for at night three others 
came in, having fwam round Fort Barbara. 
The multitude of deſerters from the Spaniſh 
lines during the whole of the ſiege, is one of 
the circumſtances leaſt capable of a ſatisfactory 
explanation. What could theſe unhappy 


rr — . 4% 2... 


Feb) SIEGE OF GIBRALTAR gt 
men expect in a confined and blockaded garri- 
ſon, and even at a time when they could not 
fail to be acquainted with the diſtreſs and dif- 
ficulties under which we laboured? The very 
act of eſcaping was attended with innumerable 
dangers ; and, ſhould the garriſon'afterwards 
fall into the hands of the enemy, they were 
certain to meet with the ſevereſt puniſhment. 
There is, however, a kind of heroiſm in the 
paſſions : diſguſt, or reſentment, will prompt 
men to overlook dangers and difficulties 
which in the line of their duty would be ef- 
teemed inſurmountable. TIE 

A Venetian came in from the weſt, on the 
21ſt: ſhe ſpoke the Britiſh fleet all well, to 
the weſt of Cape St. Vincent, The ſubſe- 
quent day, a Dutch prize, laden with flour, 
was ſent in by the Maidſtone privateer, 
which arrived herſelf on the 23d. Several 
other veſſels came in during the intermediate 
time to the 27th : when a Spaniſh ſquadron 
of - four line-of-battle ſhips, two frigates, and 
a xebeque, joined Admiral Barcelo from the 
weſt, and again blocked up the port. From 
the patched and diſorderly appearance of their 
ſails and rigging, it was conjeQured that they 
were fitted up in haſte, and ſolely for the duty 
of the blockade: it gave us however ſome - 
uneaſineſs to find them again likely to adopt 
their former ſyſtem. i TFH: 

At day-break, on the preceding day, we 
diſcovered a veſſel at anchor off Waterport, 
which we fired upon, ſuppoſing her to be 
a Spaniard : ſhe W * fent her boat to 
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Ragged-ſtaff, and informed us that ſhe was of 
Naples, and bound to London; that ſhe had 
touched at Minorca, and had on board two 
Engliſh diſcharged ſoldiers, and two women 
paſſengers. The boat returned, and ſoon af- 
ter went on ſhore at Fort St. Philip, where it 
remained about half an hour. In the even- 
ing the enemy fired a ſhot at the veſſel; upon 
which ſhe ſent her boat a ſecond time aſhore : 
we anſwered the ſhot from Willis's; never- 
theleſs at night ſhe went over unperceived to 
Algeziras. | 

In the beginning of March, three regiments 
decamped from the enemy's army, and took 
different routes. On the night of the 2d, two 
Genoeſe ſailors, who had formerly belonged | 
to a privateer of the garriſon, came over to us 4 
in a ſmall boat from Algeziras. The follow- ; 
ing day a Spaniſh convoy under a Commodore 
arrived in the Bay, from the weſt. The Go- 
vernor, on the 11th, ordered the garriſon to 
be victualled monthly (bread excepted) in the 
following proportion : for a ſoldier, each firſt 
and third week, 1 pound of pork, 2 pound 
and a half of ſalt fiſh, which had been pur- 
chaſed from the Newfoundland ſhip; 2 pints 
of peaſe; 1 pound of flour; quarter of a pound 
of raiſins; 1 pound of rice; 5 ounces of but- 
ter; 1 pint and a half of oatmeal. Second 
and fourth week, 1 pound and a half of beef, 
2 pound of fiſh, 2 pints of peaſe, 1 pound of 
rice, 5 ounces of butter, 1 pound and a half 
of wheat, quarter of a pound of raiſins. The 
falt cod being indifferent in its kind, and the 


— 
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| Coldiers not having proper vegetables to dreſs 


with it, proved very pernicious. This article 
continued to be delivered for near ſeven 
months, and undoubtedly, in a great degree, 


promoted that dreadful diſorder, the ſcurvy ; 


which, before Sir George Rodney arrived, 
had made its appearance, and afterwards be- 
came very general and fatal. The Governor, 
however, in this new diſtribution, conſidered 


the hoſpital, whoſe proportion of ſalt meat 


was leſs, and more nouriſhing articles iſſued 
in ſtead. on 180 

Notwithſtanding the repeated aſſurances 
from the Spaniards, that the Engliſh priſoners 
in the neighbourhood ſhould be exchanged for 
thoſe taken with Admiral Langara, none 


were yet ſent in agreeably to that Admiral's 
promiſe : Commodore Eliott was therefore un- 


der the neceſſity of making a formal demand, 
and to enforce it told them, if they did not 
comply, he ſhould expect the Spaniſh Admiral 
would return with the officers then upon their 
parole. This convinced them the Commo- 
dore was no longer to be trifled with: accor- 


- dingly, on the 12th, about 390 Britiſh ſea- 


men were received on board the Fortune 
ſloop, and diſtributed amongſt the men of 

war, whoſe crews, as I have mentioned before, 
were ſent to man the Spaniſh prizes. The 
ſame day a Mooriſh ſloop came in from Mala- 
ga, and brought intelligence that the Enemy 
had fitted up ſeveral fire-ſhips in the Bay. 'In 
the evening, three of the 12d abſented them- 
ſelves from their corps: ſearch was made the 
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fucceeding day, and two of them diſcovered 
aſleep in a cave, behind the Sugar-Loaf-Point. 
They had cut up their working dreſſes into 
which were tied together to favour 
their deſcent down the rock; and it is ima- 
gined the following night they would have 
repeated their attempt to get 1 off One of 
theſe men was aſterwards executed, but the 
other nd Pt pardoned. 

- The Fly packet arrived the 14th, with an 
Engliſh =o In the afternoon the Maidſtone 
came in, with a ſettee prize, which the Cap- 
tain had cut out of Malaga road. A priva- 
teer, called the Alert, way in from the Weſt 
on the 15th, notwithſtanding an eaſterly 


wind. A prize following her was taken off 


Cabrita Point. The 15th, the Enemy ſent in 
41 Britiſh ſęeamen, who were diſtributed as 
before. | 

- The Enemy at this time were not particu- 
larly employed. Some new arrangements 
were made in their artillery-park; and in 
their camp they were buſy, collecting bruſh- 


wood for faſcines, which cauſed various con- 


jectures i in the garriſon concerning their fu- 
ture qperations. A ſalute and feu- de- joie 
were fired in their camp on the 19th, ſup- 
poſed to be occaſioned by the birth ot a ſon to 
the Princeſs of Aſturias, The night of the 


23d, the Alert ſailed with diſpatches for Eng- 
land; and on the 2gth we received from the 
Enemy more Engliſh prifoners. In the courſe 


of the month the Garriſon loſt four men by 
deſertion, 


[ 


April.) SIEGE OF GIBRALTAR, 135 


April was not remarkable for any events of 
moment. On the 2d, the Porcupine frigate, 
Sir Charles Knowles, Bart. ſailed to the eaſt- 
ward on a cruiſe. The 5th arrived the Fly 
packet: ſhe-reported that a merchantman, 
bound to the Garriſon, had been obliged, by 
a north wind, when ſhe was almoſt arrived in 
the Bay, to paſs to the eaſtward, and put into 
Tetuan, where ſhe waited à fayourable op- 
portunity to renew her atterapt. The For- 
tune ſloop, on the 6th, took over to the Ene- 
my 300 Spaniards, who had been confined as 
priſoners for ſome time in our Navy-hoſpital. 
She returned with nine Britiſh, and two days 
after took over 280 priſoners. The night of 
the 12th, a ſloop, with two ſettees, came in 
from Tangier: the former brought a packet 
from Mr. Logie ; and the latter, cattle, and 
other acceptable articles. The following day 


we obſerved the Enemy forming a bridge of 
pontons acroſs the mouth of the river Gua- 
daranque. At night, the Hyena frigate, 


Capt. Thompſon, arrived in thirteen days 
from England. She was chaſed: by the Ene- 
my's cruiſers, and fired at, but received very 
little damage. The 20th, the Edgar, Com- 
modore Eliott, and the Hyena, with a priva- 
teer, ſailed to the weſt, notwithſtanding the 
Enemy's ſuperiority in the Bay. Admiral 
Barcelo ſeemed to ſuſpect their intentions; 
for inſtantly on their appearing under ſail, he 
made a ſignal for his ſquadron to purſue. The 
Edgar and her conſort were, however, out of 
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ſight before the Spaniards got abreaſt of Ca- 


brita Point. 

Towards the concluſion of the month, the 
Enemy were more active in their camp, and 
ſometimes in the lines; to which place they 
brought down a great quantity of faſcines. 
They were chiefly employed in raiſing the 
boyau, and making repairs, which were how- 
ever ſo trifling, that our artillery did not diſ- 
turb them. Beſides the arrivals already noted, 
we received ſupplies by two or three boats 


from the Barbary coaſt; and in the courſe of 


the month, three deſerters came over from 
the Enemy, one of whom ſwam from Tefle's 
battery to Land port. 

May was not leſs barren of intereſting oc- 
currences than the preceding month. Several 
deſerters attempted to get in, but fome were 
ſo unfortunate as to be overtaken by the pur- 
ſuers. Theſe viretches were generally execu- 


ted the ſucceeding day, but the example did 


not deter others from ſimilar attempts. 

The 4th, the Fly returned with fowls, 
leather, and fruit. Two days following, the 
Enemy's army were under arms in two diviſi- 
ons, and performed a ſham-enzagement. One 
diviſion took poſt on the eminence above the 
Stone-quarry, under the Queen of Spain's 
Chair, and was attacked by the other from 


below. After a ſmart cannonade, and briſk 


diſcharge of muſquetry, the party above gave 


way; but the night prevented our obſerving 
the concluſion. 


The ſucceeding day, the 
Fortune received from a Spanith flag of truce 
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47 priſoners, very few of whom were Britiſh. 
At night ſmall arms were diſcharged on the 
neutral ground, ſuppoſed to be at ſome deſer- 
ters who were coming off. One Walon 
reached the barrier, and informed us that ſe- 
veral of his comrades: agreed to follow him. 
The 10th, two men were executed in the Spa- 
niſn camp; probably, the ſame who were re- 
taken. 1 . 380 FR 

Another deſerter, belonging to the regi- 
ment of Eftremadura, came on the 11th, 
and was remarkable for being the firſt native 
of Spain who deſerted: 'The Spaniſh infantry 
in general is raiſed upon a local eſtabliſhment. 
Each diſtrict is required, by an ancient law 
called the Quinta, to furniſn a certain pro- 
portion of troops; and the men are enrolled 
for about ſeven or eight years ſervice, after 
which time they are permitted to return to 
their reſpective provinces: and, as the Spa- 
niards are all ſtrongly attached to their native 
ſpot, deſertion is conſequently leſs common 
with them than with any other troops. Moſt 
of the men who deſerted to us, came from 
thoſe regiments in their ſervice which are 

compoſed of foreigners. 

A Swede was brought-to from Europa, the 
15th, and obliged to come in. We were 
much diſappointed in her lading, which was 
ſalt. We had a'few* days before received 
ſome ſupplies from Tangier ;'and on the 18th 
two boats arrived from Tetuan, with fowls 
and oil: the latter reported that the Fly 
packet, which had left us on the 11th, was 
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driven aſhore on the Barbary coaft by the 
Fnemy's cruiſers, who, after the crew had 
quitted her, took poſſeſſion. We were much 
concerned at this — able for the Fly 
was a faſt ſailer, and had been very fortunate 
— 14 in frequently paſſing in and out unobſerved. 
14 The 20th, came in a Mooriſh fleop from Ma- 
1 Jaga, with butter, raiſins, and leather: the 
latter article was much wanted; indeed, ſo 
ſcarce was it become in the garriſon, that ſe- 
veral officers, and moſt of the. men, had been 
neceſſitated to wear ſhoes made of canvas, 
with ſoles of ſpun yarn. 
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1 from Leghorn, with wine, oil, and other ar- 
1 ticles: a very valuable cargo to the garriſon. 
On the zoth the Enemy's army were again 
under arms. Their manœuvres on that day, 
were the attack and defence of a convoy. 
Their parties, as in the laſt month, continued 
arranging the ordnance in their artillery-park, 
and bringing down to the lines, materials for 
the repair of their works. Our artillery, 
however, took little notice of them. 
In the beginning of June we received ſome 
ſeaſonable ſupplies, by the arrival of three 
boats from Tetuan, and one from Tangier. 
By the latter we had intelligence, that the 
Fox packet, from Faro, and a floop, were at 
that place, waiting an opportunity to get in; 
and W this, or one of the former veſlels, Mr. 
e gave information that the enemy had 
prepared ſeveral fire-ſhips, to burn our ſhip- 
ping in the Bay. Two months before, he 


A Letter of marque arrived on the 25th 


- 
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had intimated to Commodore Eliott, that the 
Spaniards had five fire-ſhips in readineſs for 
immediate uſe ; and that they had once made 
an attempt to ſend them over, but the wind 
failed, Repeating the intelligence, therefore, 


at this time, was peculiarly fortunate, as 
the next night they attempted to put in execu- 


tion their deſign. The ſame day, a Spaniſh 
ſhip of the line ſailed from Algeziras, to the 
caſtward. 10, 08, | 
Our naval force at this period, conſiſted of 
the Panther of 60 guns, Captain Harvey, 
(who, ſince Commodore Eliott's departure, 
commanded in the Mediterranean); the En- 


terpriſe frigate, Captain Leſley ; two armed 


veſſels commanded by lieutenants, with ſeve-. 
ral armed tranſports; and other ſhips, belong- 
ing to merchants. On the morning of the 
7th, a little after midnight, the Enterpriſe, 
which was anchored to the northward off the 
New-mole head, diſcovered ſeveral fail a 

proaching her from the oppoſite ſide of the 
Bay: they were hailed ; but before ſatisfac- 
tory anſwers could be received, ſeveral fire- 
works and inflammable ſubſtances were 
thrown on board, and ſix- fire ſhips ſuddenly 
appeared in the form of a creſcent, bearing 
down upon her and the ordnance-ſhips in the 


New-mole. Captain Leſley, with immediate 


preſence of mind, inſtantly fired three guns 
to alarm his friends, and cutting his cable, 


drove cloſer in ſhore. The Panther and 


ſhipping, on the appearance of the Enemy, 
immediately commenced a briſk cannonade to 
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retard their progreſs; and, manning their 


boats, the officers and ſeamen, with their 


uſual intrepidity, grappled their ſhips; and,. 


notwithſtanding the fierceneſs of the flames, 
towed them clear of our veſſels under the 
walls, where they were afterwards extinguiſh- 
ed. Beſides theſe fix, which were intended 
for the New-mole, three others were lighted, 
and directed towards the Panther, at anchor 
off Buenaviſta : but one was towed oft by 
the boats, and the other two were at ſo great 
a diſtance that they drove out to ſea to the 


eaſtward. 


The Garriſon was as early alarmed as the 
Navy. The drums beat to arms ; the guards 
were all upon the defence; and the picquets, 
with the different regiments, aſſembled at 
their poſts, and continued under arms till day- 
break. The artillery from the batteries ſe- 


conded the fire from the ſhips; but the dark- 


neſs of the night prevented any certain know- 


- ledge of the effect. The wind, which was 


1avourable for their purpoſe in the beginning 
of the night, fortunately grew ſtill when they 
were moſt in need of it. The largeſt of them, 
nevertheleſs, would certainly have got into 
the New mole amongſt the ordnance-tranſ- 


ports, had not a few bar-ſhot, from a thirty- 


two-pounder at the Mole-head, turned her 


round, and the current carried her into Ro- 
ſia Bay. ; | 


The navy, on this occaſion, cannot be too 
highly commended for their courage, conduct, 


and alertneſs, Their intrepidity overcame 
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every obſtacle; - and though three of the 
ſhips were linked with chains and ſtrong 
cables, and every precaution was taken to 
render them ſucceſsful, yet with uncommon 
reſolution and activity, the Britiſh ſeamen ſe- 
parated, and towed aſhore the veſſels, with no 
other injury to themſelves than a few bruiſes. 


The deſign all together, to do juſtice to the 


ingenuity of Don Barcelo, was well projected; 
and his ſquadron judiciouſly ſtationed at the 
entrance of the Bay, to intercept our men of 
war in caſe they had attempted to eſcape 
from the fire-ſhips. We afterwards were 


ef vt 


have been leſs ſtrenuous, nor of courſe: lefs 
ſucceſsful. Hopes prin rigs min 

The hulls of the fire-ſhips were ſoon after 
broke up and ſold to the inhabitants for 
fewel, and proved a moſt ſeaſonable relief. 
Firing was become a more important article 
than before ; which may appear very extraor- 
dinary to the reader, when he looks back to 
the ſhort time which had elapſed ſince the de- 
parture of Sir George Rodney's fleet; but it 
is neceſſary to inform him, that the. colliers 


-w 
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intended for the Garriſon were too late, in 
coming round from the Downs, to join at Spit- 
head : Sir George Rodney therefore failed 
without them. 

The morning of the Sth, arrived the Fox 
packet and another veſſel from Faro; and in 
the courſe of the roth and 12th, four boats 
came in from Tetuan and Tangier, with va- 
rious cargoes: the Patrons reported it was 
current at Tangier, that we killed 14 or 15 
men in the attack of the fire-ſhips, and that 
the Spaniards had ſeveral more fire-ſhips ready 
in the Bay, with which it is not improbable 
they might make a ſecond attempt. Our 
Navy were conſequently very vigilant, and 
kept a good look-out. . For ſome weeks paſt 
we had been remarkably ſucceſsful in receiv- 
ing theſe fmall and very acceptable ſupplies. 
Their cruiſes, however, now began to be 
more alert, and appeared to be ſtationed with 
better judgement. On the 185th, a boat was 
taken coming in, but her conſort eſcaped ; | 
and on the 2oth, another arrived from Tan- 
gier, which brought intelligence, that a large 
ſhip, with coals and butter, bound to the 
gatriſon, was captured by the Spaniards, two 
days before, under the guns of ' Tangier. 
The-24th, ſeveral broadfides were exchanged 
between four of the Enemy's ſhips, paſting 
to Algeziras, and our ſhipping and batteries 
at the ſouthward. Some few ſhot came afhore, 
but no particular damage was received. The 
Enterpriſe had eighteen” ſailors burnt dh the 
ex; ion of ſome powder. 
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Early on the 25th, four Spaniſh-gun-boats, 


with a xebeque and two gallies, approached 


under cover of the night, and fired upon 
the Panther. A briſk diſcharge was however 
returned, and. they ſoon retited. One ſhot 


ſtruck the fouth pavilion, and three were 


fired through the Panther. This mode of 
annoyance the Enemy afterwards greatly im- 
proved upon. Thefe boats were ſtrongly 
built, but ill finiſhed : they had a ſmall maſt 
inclining forward from the center of the 
boat, almoſt over the bow; upon which was 
hoiſted a latine yard and fail, which, at an- 
chor, ſerved as an awning to the men on 
board. They rowed aſtoniſhingly ſwift, and 
each cartied à twenty- ſix- pounder in the bow. 
We never had a good opportunity of making 
any ſatisfactory obſervations on them, but 
judged from their ſize, that they were about 
70 feet long, and 20 brodd. 1 

In the beginning of july, the Panther 
man of war receiving upwards of 100 En- 
gliſh priſoners from the Enemy, Captain 
Harvey failed for England. Some alterations 
and additions took place the ſame day in the 
Garrifon detail. The 4th, the Fortune 
brought over more Britiſh priſoners. We 
had received ſome ſupplies in the courſe of 
a few days by two Mooriſh boats; and they 
were followed, on the 11th of July, by one 
from Tangier, which informed us 'of a flect 
having been ſeen off that coaſt, and that 
two boats had been taken, coming into the 
Bay. The fleet here * was the 
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combined fleet of France and Spain; which 
ſoon after captured our outward bound Eaſt 

and Weſt India flects, and carried them into 
Cadiz. 

The recent attempt of the Enemy to burn 
the ſhipping and ſtore-houſes at the ſouth- 
ward, added to the intelligence which the 
Governor had received of the Enemy's flect 
being off Cadiz, cauſed him to direct particu- 
far attention towards that quarter of the gar- 
riſon. Batteries for heavy metal were made 
on the rock above Parſon's Lodge, at Roſia ; 
and directions were given for the New Mole 
to be cleared of ſhipping, that the ordnance 
might have more liberty to play. Other al- 
terations alſo took place in that neighbour- 
hood. Early on the morning of the 17th; 
five gun· boats and four gallies fired upon the 
Enterpriſe, and ſhipping in the New Mole. 
One of the frigate's forecaſtle-guns was dif- 
mounted, and her fore- ſtay cut: ſome 900 
came alſo on ſnore. 

During the remainder of the month, our 
firing, which. had been continued at inter- 
vals, was briſker pn their parties, who were 
principally employed in forming, conſiderable 
depots of faſcines, caſks, and timber, in the 
lines, and in. collecting bruſh- wood from the 
country: they were likewiſe very buſy in 
diſembarking ſtores which had lately arrived. 
Several empty tranſport- veſſels, in the courſe 
of this month, left the garriſon for England. 
A man of the 58th regiment deſerted to the 
Enemy: one alſo came in from the lines. 
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In Auguſt few incidents occurred on either 
ſide. Our proviſions began to be bad, and 
extremely offenſive. What few ſupplies 
we received, were rather luxuries than ſub- 
ſtantials: wine, ſugar, oil, honey, onions, 
and articles of the like kind, compoſed chiet- 
ly the cargoes of thoſe craft which arrived. 
Sugar was riſen to two ſhillings and fix-pence 
per pound, and every thing elſe ſold in pro- 
portion. 8 

About ten in the forenoon of the 4d, a 
ſettee, coming in from the weſt, was chaſed 
by the Enemy, and taken into Algeziras. 
We imagined it was the Fox packet, which 
we then anxiouſly expected with an Engliſh 
mail; and our conjectures afterwards were 
confirmed. The 10th, we obſerved the Ene- 
my laying a bridge of boats acroſs the river 
Palmones. Two days following, a brig: was 
boarded almoſt under our guns, and conduct- 
ed to Algeziras. It was thought to be the 
ſame, of which we had intelligence ſome 
time before, and was laden with variety of 
articles much wanted: her capture was there- 
fore greatly lamented. The night of the 
1 ſix ſailors deſerted, in a boat, from the 

ew mole. The ſucceeding day, the For- 
tune ſloop received from the Enemy 64 pri- 
ſoners. Enſign Bradſhaw, of the 56th re- 
giment, and ſeveral who were paſſengers in 
the brig taken on the 12th, were of the 
number. At night, five more ſailors, ho 
were rowing-guard, went over to the Enemy. 
Ia the night of the 25th, a Minorquin boat 
7 ; 
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came in with wine, tea, and ſugar, in eight 
days. The 27th and 29th, a foldier and four 
ſailors deſerted to the Enemy. It was ima- 
gined the ſailors forced with them the mid- 
ſhipman who commanded the boat. Colonel 
. Mawhood, of the 42d regimetit, died on 
o 1653 | 
A ſmall boat arrived from Barbary, on the 
zoth, with information that the Moors per- 
mitted the Spaniards to capture every En- 
gliſh veſſel which took refuge under the pro- 
tection of their guns; that the Spaniards 
would not allow any boats to leave the Bay 
of Tangier, and only waited for orders from 
Admiral Barcelo to burn and deſtroy what 
remained; Tliis intelligence very ſenſibly 
affected us. To be cut off from what we 
had always conſidered our domeſtic market, 
was a ſtroke we little expected. We waited, 
however, more authentio proofs of this ex- 
traordinary conduct, before we could impli- 
citly | believe the defection of thoſe whom 
doring the pteſent conteſt we had conſidered 
as our firm friends. | 
September was as barren with reſpect to 
maternal incidents, as the preceding months. 
The Encmy finiſhed their ponton bridge 
over the river Palmones on the 2d. About 
a week aftetwards, two foldiers of the 56th 
deſerted. On the 23d, a flag of truce 
brought over the midſhipman carried off by 
the ſailors: who deſerted the latter end of 
Auguſt. The 29th, a deſerter came in in 
the habit of a peaſant : he ſpoke ſeveral lan- 


„ 


* rn 
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guages fluently, and ſaid be had been a fet- 
jeant in their ſervice. Some ſuſpicions arif- 
ing, he was charged to remain with part of 
the 58th regiment at Windmill-hill. The 
following day we remarked, that the Enemy's 
guards in the lines, at the hour of reheving, 
amounted to about 300 infantry and 70 ar- 
tillery, beſides cavalry. | 
The fituation of the Garriſon by this time 
was again become very intereſting. The 
blockade was, if poſſible, more ſtrict and 
vigilant than before. Chains of ſmall crui- 
ſers were ſtationed acroſs the Straits, at the 
entrance of the Bay, and on every fide of the 
rock; and the late diſagreeable intelligence 
from Tangier ſeemed now confirmed, by our 
having never heard from that quarter during 
the month. What little affiftance we there- 
fore received, came from Minorca, but the 
fupplies from that place were fo trifling, 
and ' fold at ſuch enormous prices, that few 
were able to purchaſe them. We had not 
been favoured with a, cargo of cattle for a 
long period, and the ſcurvy began to gain 
conſiderable aſcendency over the efforts of 
our ſurgeons. Our diſtreſſes, in ſhort, pro- 
miſed to be more acute and fatal than thoſe 
we had already experienced. e 
The Enemy's operations on the land ſide 
had been for many months ſo unimportant, 
as ſcarcely to merit our attention. However, 
on the morning of the iſt of October, we 
obſerved they had raifed an epaulement, about 
6 or oo yards advanced from their lines. 
| L 2 
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The preceding night, our out-guards had 


been alarmed with an unuſual noiſe on the 
neutral ground, like that of men at work : 
| ſeveral large fires alſo appeared, and ſome 
attempts were made to burn our advanced 
barriers with devils, and other combuſtibles, 
which were ſoon thrown off without taking 
effect: and notice was given to the Lines, 
Land-ports, and. other guards. This alarm, 
however, was not general in the Garriſon. 
As the morning advanced, the noiſe ceaſed ; 
and we diſcovered that they had ſet fire to 
the fiſhermen's huts in the gardens: but 
when the day permitted us to examine fur- 
ther, we -. obſerved the above-mentioned 
work. | 

The epaulement was about 30 yards in 
extent, of a ſimple conſtruction, compoſed 
of chandeliers, faſcines, and a few ſand- bags; 
and was eredted near the windmill or tower 
on the neutral ground, diſtant about 1100 

ards from our grand battery. The Enemy's 
guns were elevated, and batteries manned; 
which, with other preparations, in the lines, 
ſeemed to argue that they expected we ſhould 
fire, and were determined to oppoſe it. 
Theſe appearances, probably, induced the 
Governor not to take any particular notice 
of their work in the day: but at night, or- 
ders were ſent to throw a few light balls, to 
diſcover if they were making any additions. 
The inhabitants immediately took the alarm, 
upon being told that the Enemy had thrown 
up an advanced work, and that their batteries 
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were manned; and at night very few re- 
mained at the north end of the town. | 

It now ſeemed evident, the Enemy had 
determined on a more ſerious attack, in caſe 
the ſecond blockade was unſucceſsful ; but 
we were at a loſs to. imagine what motives. 
could influence them to a& ſo oppoſite to the 
_ eſtabliſhed mode of approaching a beſieged 
garriſon, by erecting a work ſo diſtant, and 
which had no connection with their eftabliſh- 
ed lines. 

The Enemy's batteries continabd to be 
manned till the 2d; and in the afternoon of 
that day, Don Alvarez, accompanied by an 
officer, ſuppoſed to be the Count D'Eflaing, 
who was expected in the Spaniſh camp when 
the laſt deſerter came in, viſited the lines. 
They remained three quarters of an hour at 
Fort St. Barbara, viewing the rock with 
glaſſes. On' their return they were ſaluted 
from Point Mala; and as they paſſed the 
front line of the camp, the regiments turned 
out without arms. On the night of the zd, 
a ſmart engagement was heard off Cabrita 
Point, ſuppoſed to be between ſome veſſel 
attempting to come in, and the Enemy's 
cruiſers; and the next morning, a ſloop, 
with Engliſh colours reverſed, was obſerved 
at Algeziras, 

Early on the 4th, our * ak dif- 
covered the Enemy endeavouring, a ſecond 
time, to fix fire-faggots on our barriers. A 
ſmart diſcharge of muſquetry was immedi- 
ately directed from theſe poſts, and from the 
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Queen's lines; on which they ' retired. At 
day- break we obſerved they had carried away 
vaſt quantities of vegetables from the gar- 
dens, and trampled: others under foot: but 
little, if any, addition was made to the 
epaulement. - A parley came in on the 5th; 
and ſoon after, the Fortune ſloop received 
upwards of forty: Britiſh priſoners, many of 
whom had been taken going from the Gar- 
rifon. In the evening of the 6th, the Spa- 
niſh General came to the lines, at the head 
of the relieving guards. Soon after he ar- 
rived, the guns wete again elevated, and 
every preparation made, as if they had re- 
ſolved to open on the Garriſon. The 8th, 
the Toun- major, Captain Burke, went out 
with a parley, intending to proceed to the 
Tower, the place appointed by cuſtom for 
the officers to give and receive packets. 
When he got abreaſt of the new work, the 
ſentries by motions informed him he muſt 
not advance. He pointed to the Tower; 
but they continued inflexible: on his turning 


round however to return, one of chem came 


up with his arms, and proceeded: with him to 
the Tower, whilſt another ran to acquaint 
the officer in the lines. The meſſenger after 
ſome time returned, and both remained appa- 
rently as a guard over Major Burke, till 
the officer arrived; when delivering his pac- 


| ket, the Major returned to the Garriſon. 


The Enemy did not appear very anxious 
to complete the epaulement; their parties 
were employed in raifing and finiſhing the 


3 W * 
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merlons of the batteries in the lines, raiſing 
the merlons of Fort St. Philip with faſcines, 
and erecting a new battery near the guard- 
houſe on the beach. The 11th, a ſmall ſet- 
tee arrived from Minorca; the patron inform 


ing us that two others were ſtanding for the 
Rock, the navy manned their boats to affift 
them, in caſe the Enemy oppoſed their en- 
trance; but on getting round Europa Point, 
no ſuch veſſels appeared. A Dutch convoy 
was however paſſing: the boats therefore 
boldly ad vanced, and boarded a dagger which 
had got, during the fog, pretty, near the 
Rock. She was a Dane from Malaga, laden 
with lemons and oranges, Which the Governor 
immediately purchaſed, and diſtributed to the 
Gamioen, d booting e Aeli ant! 

Few articles ever arrived more ſeaſonably 
than this cargo of fruit. The ſcurvy had 
made dreadful ravages in our hoſpitals, and 
more were daily confined: many however, 
unwilling to yield to the firſt attacks, perſe- 
vered in their duty to its more advanced ſtages. 
It was therefore not uncommon at this pe- 


riod, to ſee men, who ſome months before 
were hale and equal to any fatigue, ſupport- 
ing themſelves, to their poſts upon crutches, 


and even with that aſſiſtance ſearcely able to 
move along. The maſt fatal ;canſequences, 
in ſhort, to the Garriſon, were to be appre- 


hended from this terrible diſorder, when this 
Dane was happily directed to our relief. The 


lemons were immediately adminiſtered to the 


ſick, who devoured them with the greateſt 
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avidity. The ſalutary effects were almoſt 
inſtantaneous: in a few days, men who had 
been conſidered as irrecoverable, left their 
beds to congratulate their comrades on the 
proſpect of once more ee en uſeful to 
their countr 

Mr. Cairncroſs, a ſurgeon of great emi- 
nence, who was preſent at this time and the 
remaining part of the ſiege, has favoured 
me with the following information relative to 
the ſcurvy, and the mode of uſing this vege- 
table acid; which, with his permiſſion, I 
inſert for the benefit of thoſe who may here- 
after be under ſimilar circumſtances, 

The Scurvy which attacked the Garriſon 
s of Gibraltar, differed 'in no reſpect from 
* that diſeaſe uſually contracted by failors in 
© long voyages; and of which the immediate 
' we, 3 ſeemed to- be the ſubſiſting for a 
length of time upon falted . — only, 
without a ſufficient quantity of vegetables, 
© or other aceſcent foods. The circumſtance 
related in the Voyage of that celebrated cir- 
* cumnavigator, the late Lord Anſon, of 
_ © conſolidated fractures diſuniting, and the 
© callofity of the bone being perfectly diſſolv- 
ed, occurred frequently in our hoſpitals: 
and old ſores and wounds opened anew 
1 from the nature of the diſorder. 


Various antiſcorbutics were uſed 6 


© ſucceſs, ſuch as acid of vitriol; ſour crout, 
extract of malt, eſſence of ſpruce, c. but 
4 the only ſpecific was freſhlemons and oran- 
* pes, given ec : or when they could 
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not be procured, the preſerved juice in ſuch 


uantities, from one to four ounces 
4 as the patient could bear. Whilſt 
the lemons were ſound, from one to three 
were adminiſtered each day as circumſtances 
directed. The juice given to thoſe in the 
moſt malignant ſtate, was ſometimes diluted 
with ſugar, wine, or ſpirits; but the con- 
valeſcents took it without dilution. Wo- 
men and children were equally affected, 
nor were the officers exempted from this 
alarming diſtemper. It became almoſt ge- 
neral at the commencement of the winter 
ſeaſon, owing to the cold and moiſture; 
and in the beginning of ſpring, when vege- 
tables were ſcaren. 

The juice was preſerved by adding to 
ſixty gallons of expreſſed liquor, about five 
or ten gallons of brandy, which kept it in 
ſo wholeſome a ſtate, that ſeveral caſks 
were opened in good condition at the cloſe 
of the ſiege. The old juice was not how- 
ever ſo ſpeedily efficacious as the fruit, 
though, by perſevering longer in its uſe, it 
fſeldom fallec. „ nm 
The ſame day that the dogger was brought 
in, a parley came from Don Alvarez, to in- 
form the Governor that all intercourſe or 
correſpondence betwixt them, in future, was 
to be conducted by flags of truce in the Bay; 
which regulation continued till the peace 
was notified in 1983. The 14th, two gun- 
boats, from the Orange-grove, ranged along 
the front of the garriſon, and drove in our 
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fiſhing- boats; and on the 16th they again 


Tan — off the Mackarel-bank, and forced 


our fiſhermen to retire. We did not much 
approve of this conduct, as the boats, by 
this means, were prevented from bringing 
any fiſh to our market. They continued, 
however, ahi ane at intervals for ſome 
time. 153-4 

The 21ſt, the gun- boats fired upon the 
Enterpriſe and town. Captain Leſley, not 
chuſing to remain the object of their fire, 
withdrew: the frigate into the New mole; 


where the navy, under the direction of the 


engineers, had begun to lay a boom of maſts 
from the New-mole head to the watering- 
tank. This boom, though it was conſidered 
as a difficult operation on acconeat of: the ſwell 
of the ſca, was ſoon complete. 

It was not till the niglit of the 21ſt, that 
ate enemy threw ſand in the front of their 
epaulement, to cover it againſt our fire-balls 
and carcaſſes; and on the 26th they length- 
ened it to the weſt about 30 yards, and 
ſtrengthened it in front with ſand. The 
night of the 28th, they erected: two large 


traverſes in the rear for magazines. It no- 


pre ſented a very oompact appearance; whence 
We concluded that it was intended _ a mor- 
r 1343375 

h it was agedlly indagined:s in Eng- 


land, chat the garriſon had been amply pro- 
vided with every article and neceſſary of life, 


when Sir George Rodney arrived with: the 
tranſports and OP) from England, our 


OE mo EL ER LOERODDY TIOULUEUFra To” yr Two wr mw ” !!! . OT = oP. ne Tt _o__ RX rr 


„ 


1 m ES... ̃ al ˙ ü 1 rr 


0 


Of.) SIEGE OF GIBRALTAR 15s 


wants, in reality, were far from being ſup- 
plied. In the articles of ammunition and ſalt 
proviſions, the garriſon, had probably as much 
as they could diſpenſe with; hut of freſh 
proviſions, wine, ſpirits, ſugar, &c. we 
began to find a great ſcarcity ; and the price 


af what remained was conſequently much en- 


hanced. The aſſiſtance we received formerly 
from Barbary had now been ſuſpended for 


ſeveral months; the enemy ſeemed determin- 


ed to prevent our deriving ſupport from the 


element that almoſt ſurrounded; us; and their 


cruiſers were too numerous and vigilant to 
expect any thing from the weſt. Thus ſitu- 
ated, the garriſon turned their eyes on the 
iſland of Minorca, whence we already re- 
ceived ſome very acceptable ſupplies, The 
productions. of that iſland are various; and 
thoſe articles which it did not afford, could 
be purchaſed from the priges that were daily 
carried thither by the privateers. Beſides 
this, from the great ſcope of ſea-· rom, there 
was a greater probability of their being able 
to eſcape the enemy's cruiſers. Several Gar- 
riſon- boats were therefore ſent to Minorca, 
ſome of which returned, in the courſe of 
OQober, laden with the wine ef that Iſland, 
ſugar, (an article become exceedingly. ſcarce) 


and cheeſe ; with ſometimes a few live ſtock: 


Theſe articles were all ſold by auction, ac- 
cording to a regulation eſtabliſned by the 
Governor; and, though they ſeldom were 
purchaſed by the lower ranks, yet afforded 
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upon the whole a temporary relief to the 

r | 

The zoth, we Gblerved that the- enemy had 
polted an officer's guard in the Mill-battery, 
which was the name we gave to the new work. 
— s baſtion was therefore opened on 

it in the evening, and, by forming a croſs- fire 
with the batteries on the heights, conſiderably 
annoyed them, and much retarded their opera- 
tions. The ſame night, two ſoldiers of the 
$6th and 72d deſerted from Upper AlF's-well, 
in the lines: they were ſentries at the ſame 
poſt; and got Jovi by means'of a rope; but, 
previous to their deſcent, had the precaution 
to wet the priming of their firelocks. We 
alſo loſt another man by delertivnt in the courſe 
of the month. - 

'The Governor, in the biining of Novem- 
ber, made an arrangement of the troops, that 
in caſe the Enemy bombarded the Garriſon, 
each regiment” might know the quarters and 
ſtations which they were to take up. The 1ſt 


of the month was rather unpropitious to us: 


an Engliſh ſnow was taken to the eaſt of the 
rock: at night, a ſoldier of the 56th regiment 
deſerted, during a heavy ſhower of rain; and 


the following evening, two others, of the 


12th and 56th; attempted to get off by ſwim- 
ming round the Old-inole head; but a few 
days afterwards, the body of the former was 
waſhed aſhore near the King's baſtion : we 


therefore concluded his comrade had ſhared the 


ſame fate. In the eveninz of the th, a 
ſmart cannonade was heard in the Straits: 
afterit had continued for ſome time, a ſudden 
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flaſh appeared, and a report was heard, like 
the blowing-up of powder. The next morn- 
ing we obſerved that the Enemy had captured 
an Engliſh veſſel, and were at that time tow- 
ing in a gun-boat ; which accounted for the 


exploſion. 


Our fire, about the th and 8th, became 
more animated ; yet the Enemy, almoſt every 
night, made ſome . interior additions. We 
had obſerved, for ſeveral preceding mornings, 
deep ruts in the ſand, leading from the princi- 


pal barrier to the Mill-battery ; which led us 


to imagine that they — 1 at night, heavy 
timber, and other materials, from their dEpots 
in the lines. The artillery were therefore or- 


dered to direct a ricochetting fire of ſmall 
ſhells along this track. In the evening of the 
Toth, a large party, followed by a number of 


carts and mules, laden with different mate» 
rials, advanced along the beach, from the ſal- 
ly-port of the ditch of Fort St. Philip, to the 
Mill-battery. They were perceived by. the 
artillery at Willis's, before they had.proceeded 
half-way ; and a briſk fire was directed to- 


wards their route, which threw the mules 


into confuſion, and obliged ſome to return, 
after having left their burthens on the beach. 

The batteries being reinforced, the firing was 
continued with great vivacity the whole 
night. The ſubſequent evening our artillery 
were prepared, and, immediately on the par- 


ty's appearing, ſaluted them with a warm diſ- 


charge of ſhot and ſhells, which ſeemed to 
have greater effect than the fire of the prece- 
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ding evening. This circumſtance convinced 


us of the effect of the ricochetting fire from 


the lower batteries, along the track from the 


barrier: but the Enemy were not ſo foon 
driven from the new track as from the former ; 
and continued, notwithſtanding our fire, 
(which muſt have killed and wounded many 
of them) to bring materials in this expoſed 
manner, till a line of communication was 
finiſhed from the lines. | 
An Engliſh armed polacre, called the Young 
Sabine, arrived on the 12th, after a ſpirited 
engagement in the bay with ſeveral armed veſ- 
ſels and three gun-boats. The Enemy at- 
tempted to board her, but were as often re- 
pulſed by muſquetry : at length ſhe beat them 
off, and anchored under our guns. Her car- 
go was cheeſe, hams, and potatoes ; the lat- 
ter of which fold at forty-three dollars per 
cwt. which, according to forty-two pence per 
dollar, (the exchange at that time) are equal to 
ol. 10s. 6d. ſterling. Other articles fold in 
proportion. In the afternoon, a Minorquin 
fettee arrived with the uſual cargo : a Spaniſh 
gun- boat boarded her on her paſſage ; but the 
patron ſhewing papers from Majorca to the 
camp, the Spaniard took no further notice 
than keeping her company as a convoy. The 
Minorquin afterwards ſeized a convenient op- 
portunity, and ſhipped in. 
Is the courſe of the 14th, a Minorquin 
tartan, bound for the garriſon, was taken by 
the Enemy: the crew however quitted her, 
and got aſhore. The enemy the ſame day 
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mounted twelve guns en barbet, in the battery 
near the Guard-houſe, in the vicinity of Fort 
St. Philip; which we had ſuppoſed was in- 
tended for mortars; and about a week after- 
wards they creed merlons to this work, ad- 


mitting the embraſures to open upon the gat- 


riſon. Two nights following, the gun-boats, 
which were now increaſed in number, fired 
upon the town and ſhipping. Three, that 
directed their fire on the former, were ſtation- 
ed off the Old-mole head, and threw ſeveral 
ſhots into the town. Several men were 
wounded in the Enterpriſe frigate. 

The night of the 17th, the Enemy threw up 
two places d armes for muſquetty, on the 
flanks of the Mill- battery; the parapets form- 
ed ſemicircles joining the battery, but after- 
wards extended in an oblique direQion to- 
wards the lines. Theſe additions appeared 
very flight, being only a row of caſks or gabi- 


ons, ſtrengthened with half-chandeliers, and 
ſand in front; covered on the top with ſand- 


bags. The 18th, we were viſited again by 
the gun-boats : in returning their cannonade 
one of the thirty-two-pounders on the King's 
baſtion burſt, killed an artillery-man on the 


ſpot, and wounded three others, The man 


who fired the gun eſcaped, but was a little 


| ſcorched with the powder. | 


A great number of mules were employed on 
the 22d, bringing forward caſks, chandeliers, 
and other materials, from the camp. The 
night of the 23d, the Enemy began an ap- 
proach from the lines, to the Mill-battery : 


| 
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it conſiſted of faſcines, with ſand banked up 
in front, and commenced near the weſt an- 
gle of the weſtern fourteen-gun. battery, ex- 
tending about 120 feet towards the advanced 
Guard-houſe in front of Fort St. Philip: the 
following night, notwithſtanding our fire, they 
lengthened it about 100 feet, with chande- 
liers placed ina trench and filled with faſcines. 
The enemy endeavoured to draw our attenti- 
on from this quarter by another ſalute from the 
gun-boats, but in vain. As it was not impro- 
bable that the gun-boats were directed in 


their firing by the lights in the houſes along 


the line-wall, and thoſe looking towards the 
Bay; orders were iſſued that no lights in fu- 
ture ſhould appear in any houſe, barrack, 
© or guard-houſe, towards the Bay, after 
© ſeven o'clock in the evening. 


We had hitherto derived occaſional aſſiſ 


tance from the gardens on the neutral ground, 


though vaſt quantities of vegetables had been 
removed from thence by the enemy. On the 
25th, however, they determined to expel our 
people altogether from the gardens; which in 
the courſe of a few days they accompliſhed, 
notwithſtanding the markſmen under Lieut. 
Burleigh were ſtationed at Willis's, and in the 
Lines, in order to prevent them. 

From this period, our reſources in reſpect to 
vegetables depended entirely upon our own at- 
tention to cultivation; which, happily for the 
garriſon, was crowned with tolerable ſucceſs. 
eſpecially during the winter months, at which 


time the produce was increaſed to be alme/i 
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equal to the conſumption. The ſupplies from 
the gardens had indeed begun to fail for ſome 
time before; and we ſoon had little reaſon to 


regtet their loſs. We had, beſides, the addi- 


tional ſatisfaction of refleQing that the Enemy 
were now cut off from a channel, through 
which it was not improbable they had been in- 
formed of every occurrence which happened 
in the garriſon. 


The 26th, a Frenchman, one of the crew 


of the Young Sabine, deſerted in a boat to the 
enemy. The night of the 27th, the Daniſh 
dogger, which brought us the cargo of le- 
mons, ſailed ; and the next morning we ob- 


ſerved her at anchor off Algeziras. By the 
29th, the Enemy had finiſhed the ſecond 


branch of the line of approach, and begun the 


return for the third towards the weſtern 
beach. Our fire, as they advanced, became 
more ſpirited than ever, and muſt have been 
ſeverely felt by the enemy in this expoſed 
duty. The zoth was only diſtinguiſhed by 
the arrival of a polacre from Algiers with 
ſoap, oil, wine, and candles—a very 'valuable 
cargo. 

December was introduced with bad wea- 
ther. The 1, arrived the Anglicana priva- 
teer from Smyrna, and two nights after ſhe 
continued her voyage towards England: 
Lieutenant Gage, of the Enterpriſe, went 


home paſſenger with diſpatches. The 2d was 


particularly ſtormy, with thunder and light- 
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ning, which happily did not continue long, 
or the works of the garriſon might have ma- 
terially ſuffered. The rain poured down with 
ſuch violence from the heights, forcing with 
it vaſt quantities of rubbiſh, ſtones, and looſe 
earth, that the ſtreets leading from the hill 
were mftantly choaked up, and conſiderable 
damage was done to the buildings. The 
Enemy, notwithſtanding the ſtorm, completed 
their third branch, and raiſed the return to- 
wards the caſt. Though the ſtorm did not 
retard their finiſhing what they had begun in 
the evening, yet the chandeliers were very 
much ſunk in many places, which employed 
their parties five or ſix of the following even- 
ings to repair. They alſo made fome altera- 
tions in the direction of the ſecond branch, and 
repaired the batteries in the lines. A brig ar- 
rived from Leghorn on the 1oth; alſo three 
ſettecs from Minorca. 

From the 1oth, the Enemy added every 
night ſo conſiderably to the fourth branch of 
the approach, that on the 14th at night they 
joined the extremity of the eaſtern place d' ar- 
mes; and two nights following, began a fifth 
branch, which on the 19th was extended to 
the eaſt flank of the Mill- battery. Their ope- 
rations had not been wholly confined to com- 
pleting this line of communication ; a mortar- 
battery for the ſea was erected to the north of 
Fort St. Barbara ; and large and ſmall traver- 
ſes were raiſed within both forts, to protect 

their men from our upper batteries. 


„„ AY ed wand 45 wh ho ow Ar ob Fo md A fas A tia _ ww ws La oo © .AA4 wed Ht _ <4 T4 _ tw 


TM jt Wet how ON 


bee! 31EOE OF GIBRALTAR. © 163 


About noon on the 17th, a cannonade was 
heard towards the weſt. ' A. cloud of ſmoke 
was obſerved near Tangier, and we after- 
wards learned that the Moors were firing a 
ſalute on account of the arrival of their em- 
peror. Three hundred and ninety rounds 


were numbered, and it was repeated the next 


day. The reader will probably recollect, that 
the Garriſon of Tangier is to us an object of 
ſome curioſity, as having formerly beei in 
the poſſeſſion of the Engliſh. It was ceded 
by the Portugueſe (who had been maſters of 
it for ſome time) to King Charles II. as a part 
of the dowry of the Princeſs Catharine of 
Portugal, and remained under the* Engliſh 
dominion till 1684, when, the nation refu- 
ling to pay the heavy expences attending its 
maintenance againſt the repeated attacks of 
the Moors, the fortifications wete blown up, 
and the garriſon ordered to abandon the 
town. The Moors, after the place was de- 
ſerted, returned; and it has evet ſince con- 
tinued in their poſſeſſion, When the Engliſh 
were maſters of Tangier, the works on the 
land fide were conſidered as almoſt impregna- 
ble ; and, for the accommodation of ſhipping, 


a mole of conſiderable extent was advanced 


into the ſea. | „ 56x, 98 

The preſent town is built at the bottom of 
a bay, on the fide of a hill, overlooking the 
ſea. The Moors have, in ſome meaſure, 
repaired the moles, and endeavoured to re- 
ſtore the city to its former importance; but 
their efforts go flowly on towards accompliſh- 

M 2 
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ing that work. Tangier was the reſidence 
of a Britiſh conſul, and, in conjunction with 
Tetuan, in times of peace, ſupplies Gibral- 
tar, Cadiz, Liſbon, and other ports on the 
coafts of Spain and Portugal, with fowls, 
beef, mutton and fruit. It was about this 
time the ſcene of ſome intereſting tranſac- 
tions, which will ſhortly be related. 

The Enemy, on the 20th, began to ere 
ſmall traverſes in the rear of their approach. 
On the 21, the Speedwell cutter, Lieutenant 
Gibſon, arrived with government diſpatches, 
aſter a warm engagement with the enemy 
off Ceuta, in which the Spaniards attempted 
to board the cutter, but were repulſed. 
Lieutenant Gibſon was dangerouſly wounded 
in the action; which was the only caſualty on 
board. The 23d, arrived a privateer brig, 
called the Hannah, Captain Venture, laſt 
from Liſpon. She brought ſome excellent 
ſupplies; and the day following, two other 
veſſels from Liverpool got in with variety of 
proviſions : the cargoes of theſe ſhips were 
| fold by auction for 300 per cent. profit. 

It was about this period, ſome letters of a 
curious tenor wete difcovered in the poſſeſſion 
of the deſerter who came in, the 29th of Sep- 
tember, in the dreſs of a peafant, and ſaid he 
was a ſerjeant. Tx were directed to Colo- 
nel Nugent, of the Hibernian corps, in the 
Spaniſh ſervice ; and the purport of tbem 
was, that Europa was the moſt eligible place 
to attack the garriſon : acknowledging hav- 
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ing received ſeveral ſums of money, and 
* concluding with expreſſing his fears leſt he 
£ ſhould be diſcovered; therefore deſired the 
Colonel would concert ſome meaſures for his 


© eſcape” The man was immediately order- 


ed into cloſe confinement, and remained a pri- 

ſoner for ſome time, till, an opportunity of- 
fering, he was ſent away from the garriſon, 
We were afterwards informed by other deſer- 
ters, that he was ſentin as a ſpy, and liberal- 
ly rewarded for this hazardous ſervice. 

The Enemy, having completed their ap- 
proach to the Mill battery, were employed in 
dreſſing the communication, and raiſing faſ- 
cine traverſes in the rear, for their greater pro- 
tection. The 26th, and following nights, 
their carpenters braced with head-rails the 
chandeliers, which, owing to the late rains, 
had given way in ſeveral places. They were 
ſo very noiſy in this duty, as to induce a briſk 
fire from our batteries. The zoth, a ſettee, 
becalmed oft Europa, going from Algeziras, 
was boarded and brought in by our boats. 
Many private letters were. on board, which 


mentioned the conſiderable loſs the Enemy 


ſuſtained from our fire, There was alſo ſome 
money, and a quantity of clothes. The next 
day a ſettee got in from Minorca. 

Our carpenters, in the beginning of Janu— 
ary, were very buſy in erecting ſtages and 
temporary cranes, in Camp and Roſia bays, 
and upon the Line-wall, above the Navy- 
yard; which led us to imagine, that the Go- 


| 
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vernor had received intelligence by the Speed- 
well, that a convoy might ſoon be expected, 
The reaſon for erecting theſe machines ſo 
far to the ſouth, and at ſuch a diſtance from 
the garriſon ſtore-houſes, was the apprehen- 
ſion of being annoyed in diſembarking the 
proviſions at Ragged-ſtaff, &c. from the ene- 
my's advanced battery, which was now finiſh- 
ed, and reported to mount eight thirteen- inch 
mortars. Theſe precautions will appear to be 
very prudent and eſſential, when the reader, 
on a farther peruſal, is informed of the range 
and effect of the enemy's fire. Some alter- 
ations were alſo made in the works at the 
New mole. | 

The 11th, a Spaniſh flag of truce, with 
two Mooriſh gallies, came over from the 
Orange-grove, having on board Conſul Logie, 
his Lady, and all the Britiſh ſubjects who 
had been reſident in Barbary. We had long 
complained of a neglect in that quarter, but 
were now convinced, to our ſorrow, that 
ſuch accuſations, were premature and unge- 
nerous. The mercenary and avaricious diſ- 
poſition of the Emperor had been bribed by 
the Spaniſh Miniſtry, with a preſent of one 
hundred thouſand cobs, (about C. 75 oo ſter- 
ling) and a promiſe of the ſame ſum annually, 
with the redemption of a hundred African 
priſoners; on condition that he ſhould de- 
liver up, for a certain period, the ports of 
Tangier and Tetuan, and baniſh from his do- 
minions the Conſul and fubjects of Great 
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Britain. Beſides the preſent of money, and 
the. redemption of a hundred priſoners, the 
Emperor had permiſſion to import from 
Spain, grain, which was ſo remarkably ſcarce 
in Barbary that a famine was apprehended. 
Without this circumſtance to urge as à pal- 
liative for entering into a treaty with his 
avowed and natural enemy, the Emperor 
would probably have found it a difficult 
taſk to perſuade his ſubjects to deſert their 
old Allies. | 

As this defection of the Mooriſh Monarch 
was of much importance to the garriſon, and 
was in itſelf an object not undeſerving politi- 
cal remark, I ſhall ſubjoin a ſhort relation of 
ſome tranſactions previous to this event; with 
an account of the injurious treatment which 
Mr. Logie and the Britiſh ſubjects experienced 
before they quitted that country. 

I had formerly occaſion to mention, that 
in the early part of 1779, overtures were 
made by the Spaniards to the Moors, to farm 
the ports of Tangier, Tetuan, and Larache. 
Of this General Eliott received immediate 
information, by a confidential meſſage from 
the Emperor of Morocco. It did not appear 
that the Emperor, in this inſtance, was actu- 
ated by any other impulſe than friendſhip. 
But fince, by refuſing to accede to their of- 
fers, he might ſubje& his coaſts to be inſult- 
ed, it would of confequence be prudent to arm 
his cruiſers, in order to enable him to ad on 
the defenſive: he therefore requeſted that the 
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Engliſh would ſupply him with naval ſtores 
for three new veſlels which he had lately built, 
the value of which, on calculation, did not 
amount to fifteen hundred pounds. 

Such apparent diſintereſtedneſs, and ſo 
modeſt a demand, had a proper effect with 
the Governor, who, conſidering the Empe- 
ror's alliance of the firſt conſequence to the 
welfare of the garriſon, recommended to Go- 
vernment to double the quantity of ftores, 
that they might ſecure his friendſhip. Mini- 
ſters at home, however, did not conſider his 
alliance in the ſame light with the Governor 
and Conſul, as Sir George Rodney arrived the 
January following without ſtores, or as much 
asan anſwer : and the Spaniards, (having then 
declared war) increaſing in their propoſals, 
the Emperor, after repeated applications to Mr. 
Logie, to know when he might expect the 
ſupplies he had given him to underſtand were 
coming from England, at length, by degrees, 
permitted the Spaniards to capture all Britiſh 
veſſels under the protection of his guns. 
The Conſul remonſtrated againſt ſuch pro- 
ceedings, but in vain: the anſwer generally 
received was, that the Spantards had the Em- 
peror's leave; and if they choſe to take yum 
from his own houſe, the Emperor would not 
oppoſe them. 

Theſe indignities Mr. Logie was neceſſita- 
ted to overlook. He found the Spaniſh in- 
fluence daily gaining ground: he had there- 
fore no alternative, but tacitly to ſubmit to 
the evils of his ſituation. He contrived, ne- 
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vertheleſs, to acquaint General Eliott with 
this change in their affairs. . 
Though there appeared little proſpect of 
doing further ſervice to the garriſon of Gi- 
braltar by remaining in Barbary, Mr. Logie 
ſtill continued to reſide at Tangier. The 
natives were partial to the Engliſh, and 
perſonally attached to him; and theſe cir- 
cumſtances he imagined might probably be 
improved to ſome advantage. 

Thus matters proceeded till the beginning 
of October, 1780, when a party of the Em- 
peror's black troops, which were quartered in 
the neighbourhood of Tangier, came to Mr. 
Logie's houſe, and, being introduced, in- 
formed him they had orders from their ma- 
ſter to abuſe and inſult him in the groſſeſt 
manner; which they immediately put in ex- 
ccution, by ſpitting in his face, ſeizing him 
by the collar, and threatening to ſtab him 
with their daggers. | 
Tuo days after this tranſaction, Mr. Logie 
was ordered to attend the Emperor near Sallee. 
The 13th, he began his journey, guarded by 
one of the Emperor's chamberlains, and a 
party of horſe. They arrived at the camp 
on the 2oth; and the ſame evening Mr. Logie 
was ordered into the Emperor's preſence. 
After various queſtions relative to Gibraltar, 
to which ſuch anſwers were given as were 
leaſt likely to pleaſe, the Emperor addreſſed 
himſelf to his troops, and a great mob that 
were aſſembled on the occaſion, ſaying, the 
© Engliſh were an avaricious, proud, head- 
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© ftrong people; they always attacked the 


head: but when people came to beg, they. 


£ ought to crawl up by the feet. He had 
© however deprived them of every benefit 
© they formerly derived from his country ;' con- 
1 with ordering the Conſul to be taken 
to Sallee. Mr. Logie objected to this man- 
date, informing the Emperor he was ready to 
attend his camp; but that his Sovereign's ſer- 
vice did not permit his trifling away his time 
in viſiting towns, 

The Emperor, after this interyiew, ſeem- 
ed to relax in his ſeyerity to the Conſul; al- 
lowing him to return to Tangier, and conſol- 
ing him with the promiſe that the Britiſh ſub- 
jects ſhould not be moleſted by the Spaniards. 
The 26th of October, Mr. — arrived at 
Tangier, and found the Emperor had not 
deceived him. 

Affairs remained quiet till the 26th of No- 
vember, when an order came to fit up all the 
Britiſh boats, at the Emperor's expence, as 
he was determined to ſend the Engliſh away 
ſatisfied. The Conſul however anticipated 
his intention, by getting them completed 
himſelf by the tucceeding evening. The 
night of the 28th, the Spaniards, informed 
of the Emperor's reſolution, ſent a party on 
ſhore to burn the boats. They were diſco- 
vered by the guards, and confined ; but in 
conſideration of a ſum of money, they were 
the next day liberated. Two days following, 
the Conſul attended to hear the Emperor's 
orders, which were brought by two of his 
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ſecretaries: they expreſſed, that the Emperor 
had ſold the port of Tangier to the King of 
Spain; in conſequence of which, eve 

Chriſtian, except of that nation, was to quit 


the Town and Bay; awarding ſlavery as the 


puniſhment of thoſe who remained after the 
iſt of January, 1981. 

Mr. Logie was no ſooner acquainted with 
this order, than he departed for the Em- 
peror's camp, then near Tetuan, in order to 
_ repreſent the impoſſibility of removing their 
property on ſo ſhort a notice. He arrived on 
the 2d of December, but could not procure 
an audience. -The 4th, he had intelligence 
from Tangier, that a ſecond order had com- 
pelled the Britiſh ſubjects inſtantly to remove 
to Marteen. Mr. Logie made ſeveral at- 
tempts to have this cruel order reverſed, but 
in vain, He at length procured a friend to 


mention this delicate point to the Emperor, 


who apparently relented, ſaying, the En- 
gliſh ſhould have permiſſion to remain twen- 
ty days. to collect their effects; and ſo far 
flattered them, as to make them believe they 
were not to be removed till the Britiſh fleet 
arrived, if it might be expected ſoon. Mr. 
Logie was however afterwards convinced, 
that the Emperor at this time was informed 
his orders had been executed, as the Britiſh 
ſubjects, amounting to 109, arrived at Mar- 
teen, a few miles from Tetuan, the ſubſe- 
quent evening; having been forced to aban- 
don their veſſels, houſes, and all their pro- 


perty ; and compelled to ſubmit to the greateſt 
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impoſition, for the uſe of camels and mules, 
to remove their bedding and wearing-apparel. 

The value of the effects left behind, Mr. 

Logie computed to amount to upwards of 
fixty thouſand pounds. 

The heavy expence. attending their re- 
moval from Tangier, with their ſtay at Mar- 
teen, to their arrival at Gibraltar, Mr. Logic 
was obliged to diſburſe. The Emperor's or- 
der on the 26th of November, having ſo 
much impoſed upon them, they had laid out 
what money they were poſſeſſed of, in pur- 
chaſing ſuch articles as they judged would be 
uſeful at Gibraltar, imagining they were to 
be conducted immediately to that garrifon. 

The Emperor removed on the 15th of De- 
cember to Tangier; whence he uſually ſent, 
once or twice every week, ſome inſulting 
meſſage to the Conſul, charging the Engliſh 
with having cheated his Ambaſſador, and 
being indebted to him ſeveral thouſand cobs 
for maintaining the garriſon of Gibraltar; 
with others equally falſe and abuſive. 

Mr. Logie, on the 26th of December, was 
informed that the Emperor had given up all 
the Britiſh ſubjects as priſoners to the Spa- 
niards, and that the ſucceeding day they were 
to be removed to Algeziras. Being aſſured 
of the truth of this intelligence by one of 
the Emperor's ſervants, he burnt all his public 
papers, to prevent their falling into the ene- 
my's hands. The 28th, the Conſul em- 
barked with Mrs. Logie (Who had attended 
him through all theſe troubles) and about 
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twenty more, on board à ſchooner, without 
being allowed time to take in any refreſhment 
for their voyage. Others, under ſimilar cir- 


cumftances, were put on board other veſſels. 


They were guarded by two Spaniſh cruiſers, 


and for the firſt night put into Ceuta Bay: 


the next morning they proceeded acroſs the 
Straits, and about noon anchored off the 
Orange-grove, but ſoon after were ordered by 
Admiral Barcelo to moor at the entrance of 
the river Palmones. Here the Conſul was 
detained. till the 11th of January following, 
by which time an anſwer” arrived from Ma- 
drid concerning their future deſtination, - | 
During this period, no offer was made to 
ſupply them with proviſions or neceſſaries, 
though the Moors were permitted to purchaſe 
whatever they wanted. Mr. Logie therefore 
applied to the French Charge der affarres at Al- 
geziras, who very generouſly diſpatched ſuch 
articles as he judged would be moſt acceptable. 


The 11th, they were conducted to Gibraltar. 


The removal, or rather expulſion, of the 
Britiſh ſubjects from Barbary, was attended 
with other unfortunate conſequences beſides 
depriving us of proviſions: our connection 
with Portugal became afterwards more preca- 
rious; and the Governor was cut off from a 
ſource of information, by which he was'ac- 
quainted with the Enemy's operations both in 
camp and at Cadiz. Mr. Logie had always 
contrived to procure pretty certain intelligence 
of the Enemy's motions, by thoſe Moors who 
were in his intereſt; for, the Spaniards allow- 
ing them to bring various articles to the ar- 


— — E—ů era < £ 


194 HISTORY OF THE LATE f198r, 


my before Gibraltar, and the fleet at Cadiz, 
and Mr. Logie lending them money to carry 
on this advantageous trade, they faithfully 
communicated whatever came to their know- 
ledge. The laſt information Mr. Logie was 
the bearer of himſelf, which was that the 
enemy had a great number of fire-ſhips in 
the rivers, ready for immediate uſe. 
The 16th of January, a brig came in from 
Madeira in four days with ſeventy butts of 
wine. The maſter-had left London with a 
cargo to exchange at Madeira ; but a violent 
gale of wind had driven him to fea with his 
cargo .incomplete, and half his crew aſhore. 
The ſame day, the Mooriſh veſſels which 
brought over Conſul Logie, returned to Alge- 
ziras. Two days following, the Tartar priva- 
teer arrived with various articles from Eng- 
land: ſhe brought His Majeſty's manifeſto 
for commencing hoſtilities againſt the Dutch. 
On the 19th, ſome experiments were made 
at Algeziras, from two new Spaniſh boats, 
with mortars on board. We had ſome time 
before learned that they were preparing ſuch 
veſſels, and that they intended ſoon to try 
them againſt the garriſon. Their conſtruction 
was upon a plan ſimilar to that of the gun- 
boats: the mortars were fixed in a ſolid bed 
of timber, in the centre of the boat ; and the 
only apparent diſtinction was, that they had 
long prows, and braced their yards more 
athwart the boat when they fired. _ 
The 21ſt, the ſerjeant commanding one of 
our out-guards, deſerted to the enemy : he 
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went. towards the Devil's tower, and once 
ſtopped, as if undetermined to proceed or not. 
He belonged to the 56th regiment, and left a 


wife and family behind: he had always been 


eſteemed of good character, and was much 
. confided in by his officers. Some pecuniary 
matters were ſuppoſed to be the reaſon of his 
deſerting. This was the fourth man which 
we had loſt in this way within the courſe of a 
month. The 28th, a ſhip. arrived from Leg- 
horn with various articles. In her paſſage ſhe 
picked up at ſea the long- boat of the Brilliant 
frigate, Captain Curtis, which we had been 
anxiouſly expecting for ſome time with diſ- 
patches from England. On the'25th and 25th, 
three of Hardenberg's brigade had deſerted ; 
and this day a rope was found near the Signal- 
houſe, by which we imagined the laſt two of 
them eſcaped. The 29th and geth, two or 
three ſettees arrived, from aloft, with the 
produce of Minorca. By them we were in- 
formed that the Brilliant was got ſafe into Ma- 
hon, having been chaſed through the Straits 
by the enemy's cruiſers in the night. 

The enemy's working parties had for ſeve- 
ral weeks been leſs numerous : their occupa- 
tion was principally confined to repairing the 
damages done by the weather ; ſecuring them- 


ſelves againſt the effects of our firing, by ſplin- 


ter- proofs and traverſes; and collecting depdts 
of different materials, in various parts of their 
lines. Their advanced patroles frequently ap- 
proached very near our out- poſts, but ſeldom 
waited a ſecond diſcharge from the ſentries. 
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On our ſide the engineers were indefatigable in 
putting every thing in the beſt ſtate of defence. 
The enemy, it muſt be confeſſed, dealt open- 
ly in warning us, ſo long before-hand, of their 


intentions ; and the Governor was exceeding- 


ly active and diligent in preparing againſt 
whatever circumſtances might occur. 


The 1ſt of February, we found, behind the 
the rock, the bodies of two deſerters, Who, 


in attempting to eſcape from the garriſon, 
had been dafhed to pieces. One of them was 


a man of the 56th, who was miſſing the day 


preceding; the other, a ſerjeant of the 74d, 
who deſerted ſome months before. The 3d, 


we obſerved the Enemy's artillery examining 


the ordnance in their lines. The morning of 
the 8th, a deſerter from a Catalonian regi- 
ment came in, and reported, that the Enemy 
poſted every night a chain of ſentries alon 

the ſkirts of the governor's meadow, which 
were conſtantly viſited by patroles of cavalry, 
to keep them alert; and that a captain's 


guard, beſides artillery, mounted in the St. 


Carlos's battery, as they called the advanced 
work. He ſaid the camp was well ſupplied 
with. proviſions, &c. but that the men were 
fickly, and numbers of them deſerted. 

It was about this period, that the Officers in 
Gibraltar preſented a memorial, through the 
commanding officers of the different regi- 
ments, to the Governor, requeſtiag his Excel- 
lency, as he muſt be convinced of the truth of 


the contents, to ſupport it with his approbati- 


on and intereſt. 
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The memorial ſtated; That the Officers of 
his Majeſty's ſeveral tegiments of fobt, 
ſetving undef his Excellency's command, had 
© been neceflarily expoſed to a great variety of 
© inconvenietices ſince the commencement of 
the blockade, independent of the additional 
duties which they had been required to diſ- 
charge: That, iti particular, their pay, 
* which conſtituted their chief, if not their 
* ſole ſupport, had, at different times, ſuffer- 
ed a great diminution by the exotbitant rate 
© of exchange; which they ſtated to have 
fluctuated, Turing a certain period, between 
40 and 42 pence per dollar, Gibtaltar curren- 
cy : That every article of clothing, and ftill 
© more, thoſe eſſential to life and health, 
were ſo advanced in price, that, with the 
ſtricteſt economy, their pay was totally ina- 
dequate to the expetices abſolutely indiſpefi- 
ſable in their preſent ſituation; a ſituation 
which, they apprehended, precladed them, 
in a great meaſure, from participating with 
the officers at home in the'extenſive prtomo- 
tions which had of late taken place in the 
army. They therefore appealed'to the pa- 
ternal feelings, the juſtice, and the humani- 
ty of his Excellency ; truſting that, through 
Ms recommendation and interceſſion, ſuch 
aſſiſtance and protection might be granted 
them, as their ſituation and ſervices deſer- 
* ved:* Concluding with a fequeſt, that His 
* Excellency would be pleaſed" to lay their 
* prayer, with all humility on their part, at 
His Majeſty's feet.“ This memorial Was ſe⸗ 
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conded by another of a ſimilar import; but 
no official anſwer. was received to either. 

It muſt be confeſied, that under theſe cir- 
cumſtances, the fituation of the officers was 
by no means flattering. Whatever obſtacles 
might be in the way of their promotion, they 
could not help feeling the peculiar haxdſhip of 
their ſituation; nor was the inactive and — 
ous ſervice of à bleckaded garriſon at all cal- 
culated to. divert their minds, or to ſoothe 
them into. an acquieſeence with their fortune. 
They reflected, with no very agreeable ſenſa- 
tions, uporr, the preferment which had been 
liberally beſtowed upon young offieers in Eng- 
land; while many ſubalterns in Gibraltar had 
ten: or twelve years, or upwards, of ſtriQ duty 
and ſervices to plead. Nay, the ſituation of 
ſome of them was peeuliarly diſcouraging: 
for their friends had repeatedly offered to raiſe 
companies to. ſecure their rank; but of ſuch 
conſequence / was the fafety of Gibraltar eſ- 
teemed by the. Migiſtry, that orders were ſent - 
to forbid any officers leaving the garriſon, un- 
leſs replaced. by others from England. It is 
but Juſtice to them, however, to obſerve, that 
they in general ſubmitted to the evils of their 
ſituation without murmur or repining ; and 


that, preferring their country's good to every 


partial confideration, they never publickly 
teſtified their diſcontent, except in the two 


reſpeatul - memorials which they prefentes to 
their Governor. 


A privateer, on the gth of February, arri- 
ved from Mahon: ſhe ran through ten cruiſers, 
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beſides ſix gun-boats, and was chaſed by a 
xebeque, but eſcaped them all. The 19th, 
| ſhe continued her courſe for England. Mt. 
Logie, who carried home diſpatches, was a 
paſſenger, with ſeveral others. The 1gth, 
and 2oth, arrived two polacre ſhips from 
aloft. 

Our ſupplies from the eaſtward were now 
pretty regular, and the boats and veſſels in ge- 
neral very ſucceſsful in their voyages. When 
the reader conſiders the variety of difficulties 
and dangers attending this intercourſe, he 
cannot but admire the perſeverance of theſe 
foreigners, Their veſſels were generally of 
light burthen, and open, excepting a ſmall 
ſcuttle abaft, which, with the other parts of 
the veſſel, was uſually filled with part of their 
cargo. Their paſſage was ſeldom performed 
in leſs than five days, and ſometimes it ex- 
ceeded teri, and fourteen. Their courſe was 
all the way along the Enemy's coaſt; and 
even when arrived within ſight of the Port, 
the danger was greatet than before, from the 
numbet and vigilance of the Enemy's crui- 
ſers: the horrors of a Spaniſh gaol ſtared them 
in the face, with the chance of loſing ptoba- 
bly their aLL. One circumſtance indeed was 
in their-favour; their veſſels, in the rigging, 
reſembled thoſe of the Enemy. To the 
chance of deceiving them they wete neverthe- 
leſs won entirely to truſt: it was their 
cuſtom thetefote to make the Rock, if poſ- 
fible, about ſun- ſet; then ſtrike ſail, and lie- 
to, and at night puſh pgs Bay. By man@u- 
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vring in this manner they frequently arri ved 
ſafe; and in that caſe, it muſt be confeſſed, 
they were amply recompenſed. 
The 26th, the regiments in garriſon began 
to be teviewed,: after the review, each regi- 
ment marched to its alarm-poſt, and diſchar- 
ged ſeveral rounds of parapet firing. The 
.28th, a brig under Genoeſe colours came over 
from. Algeziras : the crew reported, they had 
- Injured their waſt, and put into Algeziras for 
another, but that the Spaniards had ill treated 
them; they therefore came over to remedy 
their loſs. To this ſtory the Governor did not 
give nne credit: a guard of a ſubaltern 
and twelve men was ſent on board, and after 
being for ſome time detained, her Cargo, which 
was fruit, was fold. 

The want of bread in the, beginning of 
March began again to be ſeverely felt: many 
families had not taſted any for ſeveral days. 
The poor ſoldiers, and ail more the inhabi- 
to purchaſe articles Tom the Minorquin veſ- 
ſels (the cargoes of which, by the way, were 
chiefly Iuxurics,) were in intolerable diſtreſs. 
Biſcuit-crumbs ſold. for 104. and 15. per Ib. 
The allowance of the troops was alſo curtail- 
ed, and many Portugueſe fiſhermen left the 
garriſon for want of this article. Towards the 
concluſion of the month, the invalids of the 


gamion embarked on board the Enterpriſe 


rigate, and St. Fermin armed ſhip. The 
27th, the former; with the Fortune: ſloop, 


failed for Wee the St. Fermin was 
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to have accompanied them, but in getting out 
. of the New-mole ſome accident befel her, by 
which the was detained, In the courſe of the 
month, ſeveral ſmall craft arrived from Mi- 
norca ; and we loft two men hy deſertion. 
The beginning of April, the Spaniſh Ad- 
miral called in all his (cruiſers, and ſome 
movements took place in their diſpoſition, 
which ſeemed to indicate the expectation of 
a ſuperior force. The ad, we obſerved their 
artillery laying the mortars in the Mill-bat- 
tery; which confirmed us in the conjecture. 
The ſucceeding day, a Britiſh cutter, called 
the Reſolution, arrived with rum, coals, and 
ſugar, in twenty-nine days from Plymouth. 
The maſter informed us, that he left a 
FLEET, which was coming to our relief, at 
anchor in Torbay. Our joy at this news was 
greater, if poſſible, than when we were told 
of our former relief, The exigencies of the 
garriſon, ſince Admiral Rodney's departure, 
had been as ſevere, if not more ſo than be- 
fore. Since the ſoldier, for himſelf, only re- 
ceived weekly 5: lb. of bread; 13 oz. of ſalt 
beef, 18 oz. of pork, both of them almoſt © 
in a ſtate of putreſcence; 23 oz. of butter, 
which was little better than rancid congealed 
oil; 1203, of raiſins; 3 a pint of peaſe; r pint 
of Spaniſh beans; 1 pint of wheat, which 
they ground into flour for puddings; 4 oz, of 
rice, and + of a pint of oil: what then muſt 
be the ſufterings of thoſe who had a family of 
ſmall children to ſupport out of this pittance! 
| or what muſt be the diſtreſs of the inhabi- 
by tants, who had no aſſiſtance from the ſtores ! 
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The night of the zd, the St. Fermin, with 
the Brilliant's tender, which had been forced 
by a gale of wind to put into Gibraltar, ſail- 
ed for Mahon: two xebeques immediately 
gave chace, and, we altervwands learned, cap- 
tured the former. : 

It being obſerved that the enemy had ſta- 


tioned at Cabrita Point, (though at ſome diſ- 
tance from the land) a loop and two light 


brigs, ſuppoſed to be fire-ſhips, the Captains 
of the privateers propoſed cutting out the 
ſloop, and burning the other veſſels: the 
lan was mentioned to the Governor by an 
officer of the garriſon, who had permiſſion 


to take with him a party of volunteers from 


the different corps, and join in the expedi- 
tion. About eleven o'clock on the night of 
the 4th, they proceeded i in four boats. When 
they ſet out, the night was very fayourable 


for the enterpriſe ; but before they reached 


the veſſels, the moon ſuddenly. ſhone forth, 
and. they reluctantly returned. Whether the 
Spaniards diſcovered the boats or not, is a 
matter of doubt it is probable they did, as 
the next morning four gun- boats joined them 
from Algeziras, and the ſloop,, removed far- 
ther to the ſouthward. 

The enemy, on the 5th, ſcaled W of. 
their ordnance in the batteries round the 
Bay; two frigates were alſo placed in front of 
eight veſſels, ſuppoſed to be fire-ſhips : thsſe 
motions convinced ns that the enemy were 
aware of the fleet which was expected. The 
evening of the 7th, the Eagle privatcer, of 


* 
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fourteen guns, arrived in fourteen days from 


— Glaſgow: a xebeque, a loop of fourteen 


guns, a galliot, and eleven gun-boats, en- 
gaged her in the Bay; but by warm fight- 
ing, and good ſeamanſhip; ſhe eſcaped. The 
Captain informed us, that the fleet had ſail- 
ed, and he was much ſurpriſed in not finding 
them arrived. The following day, the Spa- 
niſh General viſited the lines and advanced 
works. The qth, only two xebeques and 
the gun- boats were at Algeziras, the reſt of 

their cruiſers having left the ſtation. The 
iith, a felucca came round Cabrita, with 
oars, and with a preſs of ſail ; immediately 
upon entering the Bay, ſhe made a ſignal, 
which was anſwered at Algeziras by an En- 
gliſn enſign at the main-top-gallant maſt- 
head, Soon after, a boat went over to Ceuta, 
and the xebeque which was ſtationed at the 


point was called in with the gun-boats. In 


the evening many ſignals were made from 
the weſt; and about midnight arrived the 
Kite cutter, Captain Trollop, with the joyful 
news that the Convoy was at the entrance of 
the Straits, under charge of ADMIRAL Das - 
BY, with the BRITISH GRAND FLRBET. 
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Adnral Derby relieves Gibraltar. —Spantards 
_ bombard the t un.. Soldiers guilty: irregu- | 


tarities.—Fown' frequently an fra, and 
greatly insured. Gun and martar-boats very 


troubleſome 10 the Navy. Admiral Durh 


returns io England. Captain Curtis arrives 
with a convoy of viftualiers. Tum in ruins. 
un boats renew their attacks on the Gar- 
riſon. — Fatal effefts. — Inhabitants muck 
atarmed vy their attacks, One of the Ene- 


adopts a mode of annoying the Enemy's camp, 
and conſtrutfs prames to qppoſe the gunu-boats. 


—Bombardment abates.—The' Helena floop of 
war arrives, after a warm adlion with the Ene- 


my.—Singular fyftem of Aring. from the. 


Euem. — Melancholy fate of 4 matrofs. — 
Enemy make additions 10 their works, —Figing. 


increaſes on both fides.—Death of Major 
Burke.—Gallant behaviour af} a. working, 
party, A confpiracy diſcovered in the Navy. 
Annen, by their operations, demanſfrate 
their mtention of befieging the Garriſon in 


Horm. —Tneffeftual attempt to deſtroy their 


batteries. — Several cutters taken. — Enemy 


finiſh their batteries. General Eliot pro- 
ect a ſally, which proves ſucceſs 7 l, 


AT day-break, on the 12th of April, the 
much- expected fleet, under the command of 
Admiral Darby, was in ſight from our ſignal- 
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houſe, byt was not diſcernible from below, 
being obſcured by a thick miſt in the Gut. 
As the fun, however, became more power- 
ful, the fog graduall roſe, like the curtain 
of a vaſt theatre, diſcovering to the anxious 
garriſon one of the moſt beautiful and pleaſ- 
ing ſcenes it is poſſible to conceive. The 
Convoy, conſiſting of near a hundred veſſels, 
were in a compact body, led by ſeveral men 
af war: their fails juſt enough filled for ſteer- gi 
age, whilſt the majority of the line of bat- 1 
tle ſhips lay- to under the Barbary ſhore, hav- | 
ing orders not to enter the Bay, leſt the ene- 
my ſhould moleft them with their fire-ſhips. 
The extaſies of the inhabitants at this grand 
and exhilarating ſight are not to be deſcribed. 
Their expreſſions of joy far exceeded their 
former exultations. But, alas! they little 
dreamed of the tremendous blow that im- 
pended, which was to annihilate their pro- 
perty, and reduce many of them to indigence 
and beggary. | 
As the convoy approached the Bay, fifteen 
gun-boats advanced from Algeziras, and 
forming in regular order under the batteries at 
Cabrita Point, began a ſmart .cannonade on 
the neareſt ſhips, ſeconded by the gun and 
mortar batteries on the land. A . — 
ſhip and two frigates, however, ſoon obliged 
them toa precipitate retreat ; and, continuing. 
to purſue them, the crews of ſeveral deſerted 
their boats, and took refuge amongſt the rocks. 
Had our ſhips advanced at this critical june- 
ture, and manned their boats, the whole 
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might probably have been deſtroyed, and the 
Garriſon by that means been rid of thoſe diſ- 
agreeable neighbours, which afterwards ſo 
haraſſed and annoyed us; but the frigates 
having diſperſed them, thought no more of 
the £zm-boats, as ſome Naval officers contem 
tuouſly called them, and left them to be re- 
poſſeſted by the fugitives. 

The enemy, on * land ſide, were far 
from being idle ſpectators of this relief. On 
the firſt intimation of Admiral Darby's ap- 
proach, preparations, it is imagined, were 
made in the lines, and a reinforcement of ar- 
tillery ordered down from the camp, as at day- 
break, before the fleet was well in fight, we 
remarked that their cannon were elevated, 
and the ſpunges and rammers reared againſt 
the merlons. ' Theſe, with other appearances, / 
Indicated an intention af opening on the =o 
riſon. | 

Our private letters had, for lumen time be⸗ 
fore, mentioned that the Spaniards propoſed 
to bombard Gibraltar, if the garriſon was a 
ſecond time relieved : but the truth of this 
intelligence was doubted, it being conceived 
that no beneficial conſequences could ariſe to 
them from ſuch a cruel proceeding. We 
however overlooked the predominant charac- 
teriſtic of the nation, which particularly in 
this inſtance, ſeems to have influenced them 
more than-any other motive, and even to have 

carried chem beyond that line of prudence and 
caution, which in military affairs ought to be 
ſtrictly attended to. rim 
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About three quarters paſt ten o'clock, the 
van of the convoy came-to an anchor off the 
New mole and Roſia bay; and, as if this was 


the ſignal for the enemy to open, a ſmart 


fire immediately commenced from Fort St. 
Philip, followed by all the batteries which 
bore upon the garriſon. The number of 


ordnance bearing on the place was as follows: 


| the King's, or Black battery, mounting 14. 


guns, 12 bearing on the garriſon; Fort St: 


Philip, 27 guns, 11 bearing on the garriſon; 
Infanta's battery, of 7 guns; Prince's and 


Princeſs's batteries, of 14 guns each ; Fort 


St. Barbara, 23 guns, 6 bearing on the gar- 


riſon: theſe, with about 50 mortars, mounted 


in the lines, and in St. Carlos's battery, 


amount to 114 pieces of artillery; all of 


heavy metal, being twerity-ſtx-pounders; and 
thirteen-inch mortars. 


The cnemy's cannonade was inftantly re- 
turned from the garriſon; but our artillerx 
had orders to diſregard their lines, and notice 
| only the. St. Carlos's- battery, which conſe- 


quently ſoon ſlackened its fire. The miſera- 
ble and terrified inhabitants, who juſt be- 
fore were congratulating each other on the 
arrival of the fleet now changed their exulta- 
tion to ſorrow, and flocked, old and young, 
men, women, and children, in the greateſt 


confuſion, to the ſouthward, leaving their 


property, unſecured, to the mercy of the ſol- 
diers. The ſhells from the St. Carlos's battery 
were directed towards the New mole : the 
Convoy, however, had been warned not to 


16 HISTORY OF THE LATE (75e, 


anchor within the range of their fire: the 

ſhipping, therefore, were not in the loaſt mo- 

leſted. A ſettee was funk near the watering- 
tank, and numbers of ſhells fell on the red. 
ſands, and in the neigbourhood of South- Port, 
which added no little to the alarm of the "ig 
gitives from town. The enemy's other batte- 

ries were chiefly directed to Willis's, the Lines, 
and particularly the ground upon Which the 

troops were intended to have been encamped. 
Between one and two o'clock their firing 
abated, and in :a/ſhort time ceaſed; Of this 

favourable ceſſation the Inhabitants availed 

themſelves, to ſecure ſuch valuable property 

as could be expeditiouſly removed; but the 

heavier articles, which the avaricious and hard- 

hearted huckſters had kept concealed in their 

flores, to bring forth in fmall quantities when 

the prices ſuited, were all deſtroyed in the 

courſe of the bombardment. 

About five 'o'clock, the batteries of the 
enemy again opened, and the firing continued, 
without intermiffion, : the remainder of the 
day, and the ſucceeding night. It did not, 
however, interrupt the diſembarkation of the 
ſupplies. Five hundred men, with a propor- 
tion of officers, were ordered for that duty: 
they were afterwards conſiderably augmented; 
and ſuch was the labour'and diligence of the 
garrifon, that the ſtores were landed, with 
the aſſiſtance of the navy, in nine or ten days. 
Our caſuals, on the 'r2th, were but few: 
Lieut. Boag, of the artillery, was wounded ; 


_ — 


| 
| 


rr S 


— 


| 


Apr.) SIEGE OF GIBRALTAR 89 


alſo feveral non-commiſſion - officers and 
privates. Ts ok: 
The bombardment was continued the 1 3th, 
and ſeveral ſoldiers were killed and wounded 
in their quarters. In the' courſe of the day, 
a hundred and fifty men were ordered to re- 
move ammunition to the magazines on the 
hill, and an additional number to join the 
party employed in landing the ſupplies. The 
14th, the gun and mortar- boats fired upon 
the ſhipping, but were ſoon obliged to tetire. 
Several barges attended, having officers in 


them, who ſeemed to give directions how to 


point their cannon. Our batteries ceaſed 
firing this day, but the enemy's ordnance were 
kept going with great vivacity. They appear- 
ed to have got the exact range of the heights; 
even the Royal battery did not eſcape their 
ſhells. Enſign Martin was ſtightly wounded 
with ſplinters of ſtones. No arrangement of 
the troops was yet known; and the former 
diſtribution, given out in November, was 
totally overthrown. by the extenſive rarige of 
the enemy's fire. Officers, however, whoſe 
ap were damaged, received marquees 
rom the public ſtores, to encamp at the ſouth- 
ward; and the diſtreſſed inhabitants were ac- 
commodated with tents. 

It being remarked that the enemy's fire con- 
ſiderably abated about noon, the Governor 
ordered the town- guards to aſſemble at twelve 


o'clock ; by which regulation leſs danger 


was apprehended in relieving the men on 
duty. The night picquets were likewiſe 
ordered to occupy the caſemates under the. 
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Grand battery, that they might be at hand to 
reinforce the northern guards, in caſe of alarm. 
The total ſtrength of the picquets, at this 
period, was two captains, nine ſubalterns, 
nine ſerjeants, nine drummers, and three 
hundred and ninety-one rank and file. The 
cauſe of the ceſſation in the enemy's fire at 
noon, aroſe from a cuſtom, pretty general in 
Spain, and common, I believe, in moſt warm 
climates, that of indulging themſelves with a 
meridian nap. This luxury the Spaniards 
could not refuſe themſelves, even in war; 
and it was invariably attended to during all 
their future operations againſt Gibraltar.“ 
Vice-Admiral Darby, with the ſhips of war, 
continued cruiſing in ſight of the Rock: the 


ſervice however requiring diſpatch in landing 


the ſupplies, he detached Rear-Admiral Sir 
John Lockart Roſs to ſuperintend that duty 
in the Bay; and the garriſon party was 
augmented to upwards of a thoufand men, 
beſides officers. The evening of the 14th, 
the enemy's ſhells were very profuſely diſtri- 
buted ; ſome that did not burſt we examined, 
and on drawing the fuſe, found inflammable 
matter mixed with the powder: theſe combuſ- 
tibles ſet fire to a wine-houſe in the green. 


. * This will not appear ſo extraordinary when the reader is 
informed that, during the inſurrection at Madrid, in 1766, the 
inſurgents, as mentioned by Major Dalrymple, in his Travels 
through Spain, regularly indulged themſelves with their 
feta, and then returned to their different places of rendez- 
vous. Government did the ſame; ſo that there ſeemed to be 
a ſleepy convention, for a few hours, every day, between ad- 
miniſtration and the mob. ein 8 4 | 
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market, near the Spaniſn church; and before 
the fire could be extinguiſhed, four or five 


houſes were burnt to the ground. Detach- 


ments from the regiments and guards in town: 
were immediately ordered to quench the 
flames; but the enemy's cannonade became 
ſo briſk, that great confuſion enſued. From 
this moment, we may date the commence- 
ment of the irregularities into which, through 
reſentment and intoxication, the ſoldiers 
were betrayed, Some died of immediate in- 
toxication, and ſeveral were with difficulty re- 
covered, by oils, and tobacco water, from a 
dangerous ſtate of ebriety. * * 

Though riot and violence are moſt con- 
trary to that ſpirit of regular diſcipline which 
ſhould always prevail in military affairs, 
ſomething may yet be urged in extenuation 
of the conduct of the troops, which has been 
ſo much the ſubject of reprehenſion amongſt 
the people intereſted. The extreme diſtreſs, 
to which the ſoldiers had been reduced by 
the mercenary conduQ of the huckſters and 
liquor-dealers, in hording or rather conceal- 
ing their flocks, to enhance the price of what 


was expoſed for ſale, raiſed amongſt the 


troops {when they diſcovered the great quanti- 
ties of various articles in the private ſtores) a 
ſpirit of revenge. The firſt and fecond days, 
they conducted themſelves with great proprie- 
ty; but on the eve of the third day, their diſ- 
cipline was overpowered by their inebriation; 
and from that inſtant, regardleſs of puniſh- 
ment, or the intreaties of their officers, they 
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were guilty of many, and great exceſſes. The 
enemy's ſhells ſoon: forced open the ſecret re- 
ceſſes of the merchants; and the foldiers in- 
ſtantly availed themſelves of the opportunity 
to: ſeize upon the liquors, which they convey- 
ed to haunts of their own, Here, in parties, 
they barricaded their quarters againſt all op- 
poſers, and, inſenſible of their danger, re- 
galed themſelves with the fpoils. Several 
{kirmiſhes. occurred amongſt them, which, if 
not. ſeaſonably but # ſtop to, by the interfer- 
ence. of officers, might have ended in ſerious 
conſequences. | | 


4 E 


It did not appear through all their intem- 
perance, that theſe irregularities aroſe from 
amy eauſe ſo much as a ſpirit of revenge 
againſt the merchants. A great 8 of 
liquor, &c. was wantonly deſtroyed; and, in 
ſome caſes, incredible profuſion prevailed. 
Among other inſtances of caprice and extra- 
vagance, I recotle that of roaſting a pig by 
a fire made of cinnamon. The offenders 
were at firſt confined and reprimanded, which 
the Governor judged would have a greater ef- 
fect than puniſhment; but relapſing a ſecond 
time, he was convinced his lenity was diſre- 
garded; and he was therefore compelled to 
uſe more rigorous meaſure. ) 
I have thought proper to digreſs a little 
upon this ſubject, not in juſtification of the 
foldiers, but to acquaint the world with the 
truth; as ſome, who have related the occur- 
tences of this period to their friends, have 
- Smitted doing the garriſon the juſtice to annex 
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the account of their former hardſhips. Be- 
ſides, had the troops been in the higheſt de- 
gree abſſemious, the enemy's fire would ſoon 
have deſtroyed what was only the ſooner con- 


ſumed by their extravagance; for the inhabi- 


tants were too much alarmed for the fafety of 
their own perfons, to attend to the ſecurity of 
their effects. I forgot to mention in its place, 
that, previous to the bombardment, the ſick 
in town had received orders to remove when 
the firing commenced : on the 1 3th, therefore, 
the men were conveyed to the Nayal hoſpital 
at.the ſouthward. | 

The 15th, the bombardment was conti- 
nued with greater vivacity. Not content 
with diſcharging their ordnance regular, they 
ſaluted us almoſt every inſtant with a volley 
of eight or ten cannon, beſides mortars. 
Our batteries remained ſilent, and the guns 
at Willis's were drawn behind the merlons, to 
ſecure them againſt the enemy's ſhot. It was 
obſerved, they directed a great number of 
ſhells, towards the working-parade, and 
about the Victualling- office. In the morn- 
ing, the gun- boats again attacked the ſhips 
of war and tranſports; and the Navy return- 
ed a ſmart fire. About noon, Lieut. Bud- 
worth, of the 72d regiment, and Surgeon 
Cheſholme, of the 56th, were wounded by 
a ſplinter of a ſhell at the door of a northern 
caſemate in the King's baſtion. The former 
was dangerouſly ſcalped, and the latter had 
one foot, taken, off, and the other leg broken, 
beſides a wound in the knee, The troops in 

O OR 
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town, in the afternoon began to encamp at 
the ſouthward, and to be regularly diſtributed 
amongſt the caſemates in town. The fol- 
lowing was the arrangement. To the Hano- 
verians were allotted the bomb-proofs under 
the Grand battery, occupied by the picquets, 
which in conſequence removed to Land- port 
gate-way, and Prince of Heſſe's caſemate. 
The 12th, zath, and 56th regiments, were 
ordered to poſleſs Montague's caſemate with 
the Galley-houſe, and Waterport gateway: 
thoſe who could not be accommodated in 
theſe quarters, encamped above the South 
barracks, and Navy hoſpital on the declivity 
of the hill: the 72d regiment totally with- 
drew into the King's baſtion, and the 58th 
and 73d regiments remained in the fouth bar- 
racks: the artillery and engineers were diſ- 
poſed of on the fame plan. Several days 
elapſed before the troops were properly ſet- 
tled. The ground on which they were to en- 
camp, was very ſteep and rugged : it was ne- 
ceſſary to level it into terraces, before the 
men could pitch their tents. The regimental 
ſflores were alſo to be removed, and other duties 
of a fimilar nature executed, before the troops 
could be conſidered as properly eſtabliſhed. 
The gun- boats attacked the ſhipping on 
the 1th, and endeavoured to moleſt the par- 
dies employed in landing the proviſions: but 
2 ſine- of- battle ſhip, and two frigates, ſoon: 
obliged them to retire. In the courſe of the 
day, the women and children who had taken 
THE with their huſbands and friends in the 
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caſemates in town, were ordered to remove, 
and encamp at the ſouthward: Though this 
order, from motives of humanity, was not 
ſtrictly enforced, yet it greatly relieved the 
men, and in a meaſure removed qur appre- 
henſions of. ſome infectious diſorder being 
generated from their crowded and confined 
ſituation. The officers were undet the neceſ- 
ſity of participating with the men in theſe 
accommodations; and by their pre ſenee, often 
reſtrained them from exceſſes into Which they 
otherwiſe would have entered. The ſame 
day, the Queen's lines, Main, New-mole, 
and Roſia guards, were ordered to be Cap- 
tain's guards. NIN; „V 
The enemy, on the 15th, firſt reached the 
Rock gun with ſhot from the ſeven- gun bat- 
tery. Colonels Roſs, Green, and Picton, 
were appointed the fame day to rank as Bri- 
gadiers; and Captain Wilſon of the 72d re- 
giment, Lieutenant Holloway of the engi- 
neers, and Captain PiQon of the 12th regi- 
ment, were appointed their brigade-majors. 
Two field-officers, with a captain from each 
regiment, and one ſubaltern for every fifty 
men, were ordered to ſuperintend the diſ- 
embarkation of proviſions. In the afternoon, 
the ſhells of the beſiegers ſet firè to the ſtores 
in the Spaniſh church. Parties were in- 
ſtantly detached from the main guard, 12d 
tegiment; and other corps in town, to re- 
move the proviſions. The Lieutenant-Go- 
vernor with his Aide-de-camps was preſent, 
eneouraging the men to perform this duty 
2 
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with expedition. The enemy s fire at this 
time was teimnarlably ſpirited; nevertheleſs 
the greater part was ſa ved by the activity of 
the. parties. Many caſks of flour were 
brought into the King's baſtion, and piled as 
temporary traverſes before the doors of the 


+ fouthern-caſetnates, in which ſeveral perfons 


had been Killed and wounded in bed. Theſe 
traverſes,, however; did not continue long; 
for the men, when the fpoils in the town 

became fearce, conſidered thoſe barrels, which 
the enemy's ſhot had pierced, as lawful 
prizes. The contents were ſoon ſcooped out 
and fried into pancakes,” a diſh which they 
were very expert in cooking, and the upper 
ceaſks, wanting ſupport from below, gave 
way, and the whole came to the ground. 

Though the flour by this means was in a 
great meaſure loſt to Government, yet the 
number of acoidents which theſe tra ver- 


ſes pre vettted; greatly overbalanced the va- 
| tne of the article. Traverſes of another 


nature were afterwards erected in their room. 
The gun-boats, on the 18th, fired again 
— Bas the ſhipping and men of war cruiſing in 
the Bay. The Minerva and Monſteur, fri- 
gates, had Foy men dangerouſly. wound- 
ed; and the Nonſuch had a maſt crippled. 
The Navy, after this. attack, no longer con- 
fidered theſe boats in the fame deſpicable 
light as on their firft entrance into the Bay. 
In the courſe of the day, a ſhell fell through 
the arch of the galley-houſe, where part of 
the 36th, and fome of the 12th regiments 


Apr.] BTEGE OF:GIBRALTAR 197 


were quartered ; it killed two, and wounded 
Four privates. In conſequence of this unex- 


= pected caſualty, the troops removed thence, 


and joined their regiments at the fouthward. 

Our batteries, eſpecially at Willis's, by this 
time exhibited the fatal effects of fo vigorous 
2 bombardment. -» The ardnance had been 
withdrawn: on the | artillery ceaſing to fire: 
but the merlons were now: 2onfidembly da- 
maged, and fome of the cannon diſmounted 
and injured. . The Lines were almoſt choak- 
cd up with looſe ſtones and rubbiſn, brought 
down by the ſhot from the rock above ; the 
traverſes along the line wall were greatly! in- 
Jured; and the town every day approached 

towards a final demolition; The engineers, 
however, were ordered to- prepare materials 
for repairing the Queen's battery at Willis's, 
and parties of workmen were employed at 
night in carrying up from below fand-bags, 
and other requiſites for that purpoſe. New 
traverſes were alſq begun along the different 
communications, higher, ſtronger, and at 
ſorter diſtances, than the old ones: 

The gun-boats renewed their attack, the 
19th, on the ſhipping, but were ſoon obliged 
to retreat. In the courſe of the day, the ter- 
race ſtore-houſe was ſet on fire. The camp- 
equipage of the garriſon being in an adjacent 
houſe, parties from the regiments in town 
were ordered to remove them with the greateſt 
expedition. The men generally received 
ſome gratuity from the Governor for theſe 
hazardous duties. The following day, the 
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ſupplies being landed, the Fleet in the even- 
ing prepared to return to the weſtward. Be- 
fore they weighed, their good friends the gun- 
boats gave them a parting ſalute, and did ſome 
: damage. By fix'o'clock the whole were under 
way. Many merchantmen, freighted with 
merchandize, and articles much wanted in 
the garriſon, returned with their cargoes; the 
merchants refuſing to take them, on account 
of the bombardment. Great numbers of the 
inhabitants, and officers' ladies, likewiſe em- 
=", op this opportunity of leaving the * 
ſon 
The impatience of the Britiſh Reed to 
diſembark the ſupplies, that he might notloſe 
the opportunity of the eaſterly wind to return 
from the Mediterranean, had prevented the 
garriſon from unloading the colliers that had 
arrived with the flect : theſe ſhips were there- 
fore ſkuttled in the New mole, to be diſchar- 
ged at leiſure. » The ordnance tranſports were 
alſo ordered within the boom for the ſame 
purpoſe. In the courſe of the 20th, the Vic- 
tualling- office was on fire for a ſhort time ; and 
at night, the town was on fire in four different 
places; but the public ſtores being ſafe, no at- 
tempts were made to extinguiſh tne flames. 
The enemy's cannonade and bombardment 
continued ſtill very briſk. The 21ſt, forty- 
two rounds were numbered in two minutes, 
between fix and eight o'clock. The garriſon 
flag-ſtaff on the grand battery was much inju- 
red by their fire: the upper part was obliged 
to be cut off; and the colours, or rather the 
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. glorious remains, were nailed to the ſtump. 


The evening of the 22d, the combuſtible 
n- matter in their ſhells ſetting fire to ſome faſ- 
ne cines at Waterport, Lieut. Cunningham, of 
ler the zoth regiment, was wounded. in extin- 
th guiſhing them. The fate of this young gen- 
in tleman may be conſidered as extraordinary. 
he On examining the wound, which was in the 
nt head, it 3 ſo trifling that the ſurgeon 
he judged his ſkull unhurt ; and his ſeeming re- 
n- covery confirmed the opinion. Something 
i- more than a fortnight elapſed, when he com- 
| plained of a pain in his head: he immediate- 
to ly took to his bed, and in a ſhort time expired. 
fe After his deceaſe, a conſiderable fracture was 
m diſcovered, with a quantity of extra vaſated 
he blood encircling the brain. 
ad The gun and mortar- boats, on the 23d, 
he fired upon 'our parties ranging the proviſions 
- at the ſouthward. Two hundred and ſixty 
Be ſhot and forty ſhells were diſcharged, ſeveral 
ne of which fell about the camp and magazines. 
The wife of a ſoldier of the 58th regiment 
1d was killed behind the South barracks, and ſe- 
* veral men wounded. The bombardment from 
t- the lines was now in ſome degree abated, in 
conſequence of their batteries being ſhaken 
at and injured by their own conſtant cannonade. 
y- We obſerved, during this day, a number of 
8. mules, with carts, bringing materials to the 
3 lines to repair them. Our artillery, at night, 
* annoyed them with a few rounds from the 
d batteries above Willis's. * ee e 
16 
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The 24th, a ſhell fell at the door. of a caſe- 
mate, under the ſouth flank of the King's 
baſtion, and wounded four men within the 


bomb-proof. This caſemate had been appro- 


priated as a magazine for the baſtion, and the 
powder had 14 850 been removed to the oppoſite 
caſemate a few 2 previous to this accident. 
In the afterneon, a ſoldier of the 12th regi- 


ment deſerted from Land- port guard; in con- 


Were Or- 


o 


ſequence of which, the town-guards' 


dered to aſſemble, the ſubſequent. day, at 


two o'clock P. M. The Enemy, however, not 
increaſing their fire as was expected, the 
guards afterwards mounted as before. 

The garriſon- orders of the 26th expreſſed, 


7 * 


that any ſoldier, convidted of being drunk or 


aſleep upon his poſt, or found marauding, 
ſhould be immediately executed. Theſe 


'meaſures, rigorous as they may appear, Were 


certainly neceſſary, and wefe, in reality, too 
long deferred. The ſoldiers were now arrived 
at ſo hi gh a pitch of licentiouſneſs, that no 


pr 0 or even obedience, was paid to their 
officers on duty. Such behaviour, if not 


curbed in time, too commonly induees very 


ſerious conſequences. At the ſame time that 
this order was iſſued, the regiments quartered 
at the ſouthward were commanded, in caſe of 


alarm, to aflemble, 1 in two lines, on the Red 
ſands, the Britiſh in front, nad the Hanoye- 
rian brigade in the rear. The troops in town 


had their ſtations likewiſe allotted them. 


In the afternoon of the 27th, a convoy of 
twenty victuallers, under charge of four fri- 


* 
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gates and the Fortune floop, arrived in thirteen 
days from Minorca. It now appeared that the 
Governor did not entirely depend on receiving 
fuccours from England, but thought it pru- 
dent to obtain 'ſupplies from other quarters, 
left any accident ould prevent the Britiſh 
fleet arriving in time to his relief; Thus de- 
termined to provide againſt fortuitous events, 
he had dend ordered proviſions to be 
chafed from rizes taken aloft, and Hip- 
ped on board veſſels that were hired for that 
purpoſe. Captain Curtis, of the Brilliant fri- 
gate, had the charge of this valuable Convoy, 
and the ſucceſs attending the enterpriſe de- 
monſtrates with what ſecrecy it had been con- 
ducted. They were ignorant of Admiral 
Darby havin "Mey in the Mediterranean, and 
were — ſyrpriſed to find from the ene- 
my no oppoſition to their entrance. n 
The proviſions thrown in by the Britiſh 
Admiral were not yet ſtored; nor had they 
any further protection againſt the weather, 
than a covering of canvas, formed from the 
ſails of the colliers that were run aſhore in 
the New-mole. Under theſe unavoidable 
eircumſtances, it was peculiarly unfortunate, 
that the rains at this period ſhould be unuſu- 
ally heavy, and of long continuance. The 
— . ſeemed to be the moſt material ſufferers 
from this inclemency of the weather. The 
rain, that poured down in torrents from the 
face of the hill, ſoon broke down the looſe 
banks of earth raiſed to cover their tents, 
which, being pitched on the declivity of the 
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hill, were ſwept away by the force of the 
ſtream; and thus the fatigued. ſoldier, who 
ſcarcely was one night out of three in bed, 
Was frequently expoſed at midnight to a de- 
luge of rain. [Theſe misfortunes, however, 
taught them to provide againſt ſuch future 
accidents; and in a few months, after ſome 
labour and attention, their quarters were 
more comfortable and ſecure. 

The remainder of the month was remark- 
able for exceſſive rains, attended with moſt 
dreadful thunder and lightning, -which, du- 
ring the night, in addition to the fire from 
the enemy, had an awful and tremendous ef- 
fect. The bombardment continued warm 
and well ſupported the 28th; hut the enemy 
did not appear to have any particular object. 
In the early part of the day, they in general 
fired pretty ſmartly: about noon their batte- 
ries. ſlackened, and from twelve till two 
o'clock almoſt totally ceaſed : after two they 
recommenced, and — — till the ſuc- 
ceeding meridian. During the night they di- 
rected their fire principally to the heights and 
lines; as probably they had information, by 
the laſt deſerter, that we employed every 
night, parties to clear and repair thofe 
works. 

The morning of toe e we diſcovered 
the gun and mortar- boats approaching the 
garriſon: they took their ſtations off the 
town, to avoid the fire from the frigates, and 
varied very little from their former attacks. 


Five ſhot landed on Windmill-hill, which, 
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was eſteemed a remarkable long range. We 
returned a briſk and well-directed fire; and 
they retired. It was remarked that the land- 
batteries were in a meaſure ſilent during their 
ſtay. In the evening, an Hanoverian, with 
ſome others, was detected marauding in a 
ſtore : they were given in charge to a ſentry, 
but the former attempted to eſcape: the ſen- 
try called to him to ſtop, otherwiſe he would 
fire; which, not complying with, the ſentry 
killed him on the ſpot. A general return of 
caſualties, &c. for every month, is inſerted 
at the concluſion. n 
Early on the 2d of May, arrived two ſet- 
tees from Algiers, laden with ſheep, wine, 
and brandy, The enemy now ſeemed to 
have given up the idea of blockading us to a 
ſurrender. No cruiſers had been obſerved 
out ſince the departure of Admiral Darby. 
In the evening, a ſhell from the garriſon fell 
upon the eaſtern traverſe, in the St. Carlos's 
battery, under which was their magazine, 
and, communicating with the powder, blew 
it up. The exploſion was not loud; but the 
damage was ſo very conſiderable, that the 
ordnance was filent for ſeveral days. Our 
artillery annoyed the enemy greatly during 
their-confuſion, though they kent up a briſk 
diſcharge from the lines, at the rate of two 
hundred and fifty rounds an hour. The day 
following, Lieut. Willington, of the artillery, 
was wounded at Willis's. The 5th, a ſoldier 
of the 58th regiment was executed on the 
Grand-parade, at the door of the ſtore where 
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he was detected plundering. His body hung 
till ſun-ſet, as an example to other of- 
The enemy's cannonade and bombardment 
continued to be wide and ſcattered, apparently 
Having no particular object. Shells were yet 
laviſhly expended; and, what was very ſin- 
gular, many of thoſe which fell blind, con- 

tained, on examination, a vaſt quantity of 
fand mixed with the powder. We could not 
otherwiſe account for this unuſual cireum- 
ſtance, than by ſuppoting the powder was 
ſtolen by their people in the laboratories. 
Other ſhells ſtill diffuſed, on their exploſion, 
combuſtible matter, which, ſetting fire to the 
looſe timber and wood diſperſed amongſt the 
ruins. of the town, which was now com- 
pletely deſtroyed, greatly endangered the 
King's ſtores arid magazines. This induced 
the Governor, on the 6th, to pablith a pla- 
cart, ſignifying to the inhabitants, that ſuch 
materials of this nature, as were not removed 
out of the reach of the enemy's fire, would 
be converted to the King's uſe. The morn- 
ing of the „th, the gun and mortar-boats 
fired upon the Town and the New-mole : 
they ſtayed about an hour, and then retired, 
We returned upwards of four hundred rounds 
with great vivacity ; which greatly diſpleaſed 
the Governor: * There would be no end,” 
he ſaid, „of expending ammunition, if we 
fired every time they came, and while they 
« were at fo great a diſtance: in future,” he 
ordered, “ no notice to be taken of the gun- 
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«© boats, unleſs they approached within the 
ce diftance of grape.“ The 8th, Captain 
. Fowlis, of the 73d; was wounded in the 
lines. | 

The enemy's fire was now more regular: 
we no longer experienced the ſudden fits that 
induced them to diſcharge a whole battery at 
a volley : it amounted, about this time, upon 
an average, to fifteen hundred rounds in the 
twenty-four hours. The gth, Lieut. Lowe, 
of the 12th regiment, a ſuperintendant of 
the working-parties, loſt his leg, by a ſhot, 
on the flope of the hill under the Caſtle. He 
ſaw the ſhot before the fatal effect, but was 
faſcinated to the ſpot. 'This ſudden arreſt of 
the faculties was not uricommon : ſeveral in- 
ſtances occurred to my own obſervation, 
where men, totally free, have had their ſenſes 
fo engaged by a ſhell in its deſcent, that, 
though ſenſible of their danger, even ſo far 
as to cry for aſſiſtance, they have been im- 
mediately fixed to the place. But what is 
more remarkable, theſe men have ſo inſtan- 
taneoufly recovered themfelves on its fall to 
the ground, as to remove to a place of ſafety 
before the thell burſt. The gun and mortar- 
boats repeated their viſit on the rith, but 
fired from ſo reſpectful a diſtance, that ſcarcely 
a ſhot came aſhore. Our batteries were mar- 
ned ; nevertheleſs, not a gun was returned. 
Lieutenant Thornton, of the 12th regiment, 
was wounded the ſame day with ſplinters of 
ſtones, thrown up by a ſhot which grazed he- 
twixt his legs. 8 
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The buildings in town, at this time, exhi- 
bited a moſt dreadful picture of the effects of 
ſo animated a bombardment. Scarce a houſe 
north of the Grand-parade, was tenantable ; 
all of them were deſerted. Some few, near 
South-port, continued to be inhabited by ſol- 
diers families; but in general the floors and 
roofs were deſtroyed, and the bare ſhell only 
was left ſtanding. The Governor and Lieut. 
Governor, however, maintained their quar- 
ters, having parties conſtantly employed in re- 
pairing the damage. Both had bomb-proofs ; 
and the former afterwards had a large tent, 
pitched on a riſing ſituation ſouth of the Red 
fands, where, with his ſuite, he generally re- 
mained during the day, returning at night to 
town ; but the Lieut. Governor conſtantly re- 
ſided in town; having accommodations in the 
King s baſtion. 

The evening of the 12th, the gun and 
mortar-boats fired upon the garriſon from off 
the Old mole, ſeconded by a very warm fire 
from their land- batteries. Several ſhells 
from the former ranged as high as the Signal- 
houſe, and ſome fell over the rock. They 
diſcharged a hundred and eighty thot and 
forty-ſix ſhells, and then retired, throwing 
up the uſual ſignal of a rocket from each boat. 
Though our batteries were manned, the gar- 
riſon remained ſilent. About the 1 3th, and 
for a few ſucceeding days, the enemy's ſhells 
were directed for an unuſual long range. One 
fell on the forecaſtle of a collier in the New 
mole, and pierced both decks, but did not 
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P burſt. Two fell amongſt the proviſions on 
f the New-mole parade, and another in the 
> middle yard of the South barracks: a ſplinter 
of the latter flew to the Navy-hoſpital. The 
14th, a ſhell fell into the ſmall armoury, near, 
South. port, but fortunately did little injury. 
The 1yth, the Jews. ſynagoue and other 
buildings were burnt down. The following 
day, a ſhell from our upper batteries blew up 
the Guard-room in the place d'armes of Fort 
Barbara. Our engineers were at this time 
every night employed in clearing the works, 
filling up ſhell-holes, and repairing the glacis 
and traverſes at Water-port. The enemy's 
fire ſeldom exceeded a thouſand rounds in 
. the courſe of twenty-four hours : their bat- 
teries were much ſhaken with the firing, and 
parties were conſtantly bringing ſupplies of 
| ammunition to the lines, and different mate- 
[ rials for the repair of their works. 
F An attempt was made by the navy, on the 
: the 19th, to cut off a polacre becalmed near 
Europa point: but a breeze ſpringing up, ſhe 
eſcaped. The gun-boat ſoon after came out, 
apparently with an intention of avenging 
this affront; but the wind freſhening, they 
returned. The cannonade from the enemy 
was now principally directed at our upper 
batteries. The rock-gun, mounted on the 
ſummit of the northern front, was become as 
warm, if not warmer than any other bat- | 
tery; and ſcarcely a day paſſed without ſome 
caſualties at that poſt, The gun and mortar- 
; boats, early in the morning of the 20th, 
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repeated their attack on the garriſon and ſhip- 
ping. They were arranged in two diviſions, 
. thoſe to the northward directing their fire to- 
wards the King's baſtion and South port, 
but moſt of their ſhells broke on the face of 
the rock; whilſt the ſouthward diviſion an- 
noyed the ſhipping and camp. Their uſual 
ſignal for retiring was made about a quarter 
paſt three o'clock. On this occaſion we 
returned a few ſhots from the town-bat- 
teries. | | 

At the commenceinent of the bombard- 
ment, the out-guards of Bay- ſide and Lower 
Forbes's had been withdrawn from thoſe bar- 
riers, and an officer's guard ſtationed every 
night in the Fleche, a work erected near the 
Inundation at the foot of Land-port glacis. 
On the morning of the 21ſt, the ſentries at 
this poſt obſerved a man advaneing, with 
great circumſpection, along the cauſeway: in- 
ſtead of anſwering when challenged, he im- 
mediately dropped. Lieut. Wetham, of the 
8th regiment, the officer on duty, ſuſpecting 
he came to reconnoitre, inſtantly, with the 
ſerjeant, went out to ſeize him; but the man 
riſing, he purſued, and was within a very 
ſhort diſtance of ſecuring him, when he fell 
into a ſhell- hole near Bay- ſide, and the man 
eſcaped. It was imagined that curioſity had 
prompted him to make trial of the alertneſs 
of our ſentries. His hat, which fell off in his 
retreat, his firelock with bayonet, and pouch 
filled with twenty- nine rounds of ammuni- 
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tion, which were hung on the paliſades of the 
barrier, were afterwards brought in. 
Early on the morning of the 22d, a ſplin- 
ter of a ſhell, which fell and burſt on the 
Church-battery, ranged upwards of two hun- 
dred yards, and cutting the apron of the 
morning-gun on the South baſtion, fired it 
off, This fingular circumſtance, happening 
ſome hours before day-break, not a little ſur- 
priſed thoſe who heard the report, and were 
ignorant of the cauſe. Our fire was now 
increaſed to about a hundred and fifty rounds 
in the twenty-four hours, the enemy's parties 


being repairing the lines of approach. - Their 


cannonade, on the contrary, was reduced, 
upon an average, to near ſix hundred and 
fifty rounds, 29112 

The night of the 23d, the gun and mor- 
tar- boats renewed their attack upon the camp, 
which, in its conſequences, was more dread- 
ful than any we had hitherto experienced. 
The ſilence obſerved by the gartiſon during 
their preceding viſits, emboldened them, on 
this occaſion, to advance ſo near, that we 
could diſtinctly hear their officers give orders 
to the men, who frequently cried out to us, 
in Spaniſh, to“ take care.” During the firſt 
and ſecond rounds, the ſhells fell over Wind- 
mill-hill into the ſea ; but this miſtake they 
ſoon rectified, and the attack became exceſ- 
ſively ſmart, Two ſhells fell within the 
Hoſpital wall, and a ſhot paſſed through the 
roof of one of the pavilions. A ſhell fell in 
a houſe in Hardy-town, and killed Mr. Ifrael, 
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a very reſpectable Jew, with Mrs. Tourale, a 
female relation, and his clerk. ' Another, from 
the St. Carlos's battery, fell into a. houſe near 
South ſhed, in which were fifteen or ſixteen. 
perſons: the ſhell burſt; but all eſcaped, ex- 
cept a child, whoſe mother had experienced a 
ſtmilar fate ſome time before. A ſoldier of 
the 73d regiment was killed in his bed by 
a ſhot; and a Jew' butcher was equally un- 
fortunate. In all, feven were kilted, and 
twelve or thirteen wounded. A fplinter of 
the ſhell which was ſo fatal 'amongſt Mr. 
Iſrael's family, is now exhibited, as a curi- 
oſity worthy of notice, in Sir Aſhton Lever's 
valuable mufeum, where this affecting ſtory 
is alſo related. The ſilence of the garriſon, 
when the deſtructive effects of this attack 
were made public, cauſed great ſecret diſcon- 
tent amongſt the ſoldiers; and proper repre- 
ſentations being made to the Governor, he 
ordered the artillery to return their fire when 
they repeated their viſit. 
The evening of the 27th; the engineers, with 
a ſtrong party, repaired the Queen's battery, 
[ | (Willis's.) The new merlons were raiſed 
with ſand-bags on the baſe of the old ones, 
1 and the whole was completed before morn- 
[| ing-gun-fire. The following day, a fqua- 
dron of Ruſſian men of war paſſed through 
the Straits to the weſt. Whilſt they remained 
ni fight, the enemy increaſed their fire upon 
| 108 the garriſon. The ſame day arrived the Ge- 
neral Murray privateer and a polacre from 
- Minorca, with wine, brandy, lemons, and 
ſalt; and in the evening, the Enterpriſe fri- 
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gate, with ſeventeen ordnance-ſhips and 
tranſports, ſailed for England. The enemy 
diſcovered them before war quitted the Bay, 
and repeated their ſignals towards Cadiz. 
The garriſon flag-ſtaff, on the Grand battery, 
was now ſo mutilated, and the flag ſo much 
torn hy the enemy's ſhot, that it became neceſ- 
ſary to erect a new one, which was done the 
night of the 28th; and it ferved to engage 
the attention of the enemy in the ſucceeding 
day's fring. 1 
The morning of the 29th, the Flora and 
Creſcent frigates, which had conveyed the 
Minorca ordnance-ſhips to Mahon, appeared 
from the eaſt. Captain Peere Williams, in 
the former, ſtood towards the Bay, and being 
informed by Captain Curtis, that the Enter- 
priſe had failed the preceding evening, put 
about, and followed his conſort, the Creſ- 
cent, which was then chaſing two. veſſels, 
apparently Dutchmen, under the Batbary 
ſhore: and ſoon after they diſappeared, we 
heard a cannonade to the weſt; which moſt 
likely proceeded from the enſuing engage- 
ment, as we afterwards learned that the ſhips 
chaſed were Dutch frigates. Captain Wil- 
liams, in this aQion, took his opponent ; but 
the Creſcent, from ſome unfortunate acci- 
dents, was compelled to ſurrender to her ad- 
verſary. The.Creſcent was however retaken 
by the Flora ; but being greatly damaged, both 
the and the Flora's prize afterwards fell a prey 
to ſome French cruiſers. At noon the ſame 
day, two artificers were executed at the White 
50 TIT" P-, 
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Convent in Iriſh Town for marauding; and 
the following day, one of the 58th ſuffered 
for the ſame offence. The z iſt, in the even- 
ing, a ſhip under Raguſan colours, attempt- 
ing to get round Europa Point to proceed to 
Algeziras, was driven under our guns, and 
obliged, to come in. She was laden with 
wheat and barley, bound from Barcelona to 
Cadiz; and her cargo was condemned as a 
lawful prize. 5 

The enemy's bombardment was conſidera- 


4 


N * * 5 


They often attempted to reach Land-port 
and the lines with grape from the advanced 


mortars; but it ſeldom tanged farther than 


the Inundation. Our engineers, notwith- 
ſtanding their fire, continued making fuch 
repairs as their cannonade rendered neceſſary. 
About two o'clock, on the morning of the 
iſt of June, the gun and mortar- boats falut- 
ed us as uſual: they were in three diviſions, 
and wounded three or four men. We re- 
turned the fire from different batteries be- 
tween King's baſtion and Buena-viſta. Du- 
ring this attack, an incident happened which 
f will beg leave to infert. A ſoldier, ram- 
bling about the town, accidentally found, in 
the ruins of a houfe, ſeveral watches and 
other articles of value, which he immedi- 
ately made prize of; but how to fecret them 
afterwards, was a ſubje that required the 
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utmoſt reach of his invention. He was ſen- 
ſible he could not fecure them in his quarters, 
as every ſoldier of his regiment was.examined 
on his return from duty to his bomb-prootf. 
He reſolved, therefore, on a ſingular expedi- 
ent: taking out the wad, which ſerved as a 
tompion to a gun on the the King's baſtion, 
he lodged his prize, which was tied in his 
handkerchief, as far as he could reach within 
the gun, and put the wad in its former place. 
In times of peace, he could not have deviſed 
a better repoſitory; but unfortunately the 
gun-boats came in the evening, whilſt he was 
faſt aſleep in his caſemate, not apprehending 
any danger to his ſecreted treaſure : this rich- 
ly-loaded gun was one of the firſt that was 
diſcharged at the enemy, and the foundation 
of his future greatneſs was diſperſed in an 
inſtant, 

The enemy's cannonade, in the beginning 
of June, decreaſed to about five hundred 
rounds in the twenty-four hours: the King's, 
or Black battery, (as it was called by the 
garriſon,) with the two fourteen-gun batte- 
ries in their lines, were ſilent. 

The morning of the 3d, the gun-boats re- 
peated their viſit about the ſame time as be- 
fore. In this attack two ſerjeants, of the 
12th and 58th regiments, were killed, and 
two privates wounded: many ſhells fell 
among the tents of the different regiments, 
and two ſhot in the hoſpital-yard. A. corpo- 
ral, going with the relief at Land-port, had 
the muzzle of his fire lock cloſed, and the 
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barrel twiſted like a french-horn by a ſhell, 
without injury to his perſon, We returned 
the fire from the town-batteries, Tay by 
that means to engage their attention from 
our camp. T he 4th, the Governor comme- 
morated the anniverſary of his majeſty's 
birth-day, by a ſalute at noon of twenty- 
three cannon, and forty-three mortars, being 
the number of ordnance that bore on the St. 
Carlos's battery. The fire began at the Rock 
mortar, ſeconded by the Old mole, and ſo on 


from right to left till the whole were diſ- 


charged; the enemy, indulging themſelves 
as uſual with a fiefta, did not immediately 
return our fire; but in the early part of the 
day, they had made the town pretty warm, 
and fired twice or thrice through the royal 
ſtandard. 

In the courſe of the 4th, a Tartan was 
taken coming in from the eaſt: the crew, 
however, eſcaped to the garriſon in their boat. 
A Spaniſh ſquadron of two line-of- battle thips, 
three xebeques, and two bomb-ketches, alſo 
arrived the ſame day at Algeziras, from 
aloft. With this reinforcement, their naval 
force before Gibraltar amounted to two ſhips of 
the line, five xebeques, two ketches, ſeveral 
half-gallies and armed veſſels, with fifteen or 
ſixteen gun and mortar-boats. Theſe latter 
were become ſo active, that we could never 
promiſe ourſelves a night's repoſe without 
being diſturbed by a cannonade ; and their 
attacks were more vexatious from the impoſ- 


ſibility of being able to retaliate, they pre- 
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ſented to us ſo minute an object. When- 
ever the alarm was given of their approach, 


which was generally a little after midnight, 


the. ſouthern part of the rock was in im- 
mediate commotion. Their effects had been 
found ſo deſtructive, that all were upon the 
look-out: the troops were ordered from 
their tents, to places where they were covered 


from the ſhot ; but the ſhells were directed 


into the moſt ſequeſtered receſſes. Such was 
the terror of the miſerable inhabitants, that 
many of them fled nearly naked to the remote 
parts of the rock; and even here they could 
ſcarcely deem themſelves ſecure : in ſhort, no 
ſcene could be more deplorable than their 
diſtreſs on theſe occaſions. 

The enemy's bombardment from the land 
was continued with little variation : they a 
peared indeed to have no other object than 
the expenditure of ammunition. In their 
camp, large parties were conſtantly bringing 
bruſh-wood for faſcines from the country ; and 
others were employed in diſembarking ſtores, 
from ſmall veſſels which were daily arriving 
from all quarters. 3 
The gth, we were alarmed with the blow- 
ing- up of one of the enemy's magazines, ſi- 


tuated at a ſmall diſtance from the Catalonian 


camp to the weſt of the Queen of Spain's 
chair. The different exploſions. that ſuc- 
ceeded the firſt, reſembled a continual roll of 
fire, like repeated vollies of muſquetry ; from 
which circumſtance we conjectured, that 
it was their repoſitory for live ſhells, and 
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and fixed ammunition. Their drams imme- 
diately beat to arms; and the whole army, 
confiſting of thirteen battalions beſides cavalry, 
flembled in front of the camp. Parties 
were inſtantly detached ; but the ſplinfers of 
the ſhells kept them for ſome time at a con- 
ſiderable diſtance. The ſhells however at 
length ceaſed to diſplode: they advanced, 
and removed powder, &c. from a neighbour- 
ing magazine, to a place ſouthward of the 
fire, where meeting afterwards in great num- 
bers, our artillery endeavoured to reach them 
with a large hell from Willis's; but the diſ- 
tance was beyond the range of a ſea-mortar. 
From the long continuance and ſueceſſive 
loud reports, it was thought they muſt have 
ſuſtained great loſs not only of ammunition, 
but of men; but as the ſplinters were ſeen, 
with glaſſes, to range much farther than the 
ſpot where the detachment firſt aſſembled: 
and remarkable economy was afterwards ob- 
ſerved in the article of ſhells. 

The following day, a line-of-battle ſhip, 
piboeediing! rem Point Mala to the eaſtward, 
was fired upon from the garriſon, and obli 
ged to put about and anchor at Algeziras. 
A flag of truce came the day after to the New 
mole, to know the cauſe of our firing upon 
her, being a Neapolitan man of war. The 
Governor anſwered, that the firſt ſhot was to 
bring her to; Which ſhe not obeying, every 
ſucceeding one was fired to fink her. The 
night of the 11th, the gun and mortar - boats, 
according to cuſtom, bombarded the camp, 
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killed a child, and wounded à women. 
They retired much ſooner than uſual; which 
we attributed to theic having received ſame 
damage, as our grape was heard to ſtrike 
them. We returned ninety- fix rounds of 
various kinds. Their land- batteries, during 
the attack, directed their fire principally to- 
wards the King's baſtion, and along the line- 
wall in town, whence, they obſerved, we for 
ſome time paſt generally fired when they came 
over. The 14th, being the anniverſary of 
Corpus Chriſti, the feſtival was noticed by 
the enemy's ſhipping with the uſual flags of 
decoration, and the cuſtomary ſalutes : re- 
peated vollies were likewiſe diſcharged from 
the lines: which, being unexpected on our 
ſide, killed and wounded ſeveral. 

Though their bombardment in general, at 
this period, ſcarcely exceeded 450 rounds in 
twenty-four hours, yet the batteries at Wil- 
lis's, notwithſtanding the recent repairs, were 
again greatly damaged. The enemy's ſhot, 
though fired at ſo great a diſtance, frequently 
pierced ſeven ſolid feet of ſand-bag work. 
To obviate this, ſtrong wooden frames, called 
caiſſons, were conſtructed of the fame dimen- 
ſions as the merlons ; which, when well ram- 
med with clay, and covered in front and on 
the top with junk cut in lengths for the pur- 
poſe, were expected to reſiſt better than the 
temporary repairs, that had been done during 
the ſeverity of the enemy's fire. The enemy 
alſo adopted the ſame mode in capping the 
merlons of Fort St. Barbara. RN 
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A flag of truce, on the 15th, informed us 
that two ſhips had been captured leaving the 


. garriſon, and that the priſoners were ready to 


beſentin. The Fortune ſloop 1n conſequence, 
the next day, brought over 141 Engliſh and 
Jews, men, women, and children. It was 
remarked, that the enemy the preceding day 
continued their bombardment during the flag 
of truce; but a ſtrict ceſſation was obſerved 
this day, owing, as we imagined, to ſome re- 
preſentations, We obſerved, on the 2oth, a 
new camp of 112 tents in the rear of Barce- 
lo's battery,. north of Algeziras. The day 
following, Montague's baſtion was opened on 


the enemy, as parties were repairing the St. 


Carlos's battery. 

The bombardment now decreaſed daily, 
The fire of the enemy was chiefly directed to 
our upper batteries, for the town was almoſt a 
heap of ruins : they ſomet:mes threw a long 
ranger; but theſe ſhells ſeldom did any inju- 


ry. The night of the 24th, the gun- boats 


fired upon the camp, but were at ſuch a diſ- 
tance, that little damage was received, though 
they expended four hundred ſhot, and ſeventy 
ſhells. We returned eighty-eight rounds, 
principally ſmall ſhells, whoſe fuſes were ſo 
accurately cut, as to break juſt over the boats. 

The 25th, we obſerved another encampment 
(capable of quartering two battalions) at the 
Tower between the river Palmones and Alge- 


ziras. Many were of opinion that this camp, 


with that at Barcelo's battery, was occupied by 
militia. The gun and mortar-boats again 


A 
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bombarded our camp about midnight for two 
hours: they then made their uſual ſignal, 
and, as we imagined, were gone back ; but 
ſoon after they returned, and re-commenced 


a briſker fire than before; killed and wounded 


twelve or fourteen, the greateſt number of 
which were of the 39th regiment. This was 
the moſt impartant loſs which our troops had 
yet experienced from the gun-boats ; but we 
concluded ourſelves in ſome degree fortunate 
in not ſuffering more conſiderably ; as moſt of 
the regiments, imagining the bombardment 
over for the night, were in bed when they re- 
turned. | | 

The diſagreeable and frequent repetition of 
theſe attacks prompted the Governor to adopt, 
if poſſible, ſome expedients to annoy their 
camp in return. The diſtance was conceived 
to be within the range of ſhells from the Old- 
mole head: accordingly a thirteen- inch ſea- 
mortar was removed to the extremity; and ſix 
cannon, five thirty-two-pounders, and one 
eighteen-pounder, were at the fame time 
ſunk in the fand behind the Old mole, and 
then ſecured with timber, &oc. at different de- 
grees of elevation, Theſe arrangements had 


| been for ſome time in agitation ; and bein 


now completed, he determined to make the 
experiment. About ten o'clock in the fore- 
noon of the 28th, ſix rounds were diſcharged 
from each: three of the ſhells burſt in the 
enemy's camp, and one over it. The other 
two diſploded in their paſſage : all the ſhot 
went home. A battalion of Spaniſh guards, 
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happening to be under arms, were greatly 
alarmed, and diſperſed three different times: 
at length they were aſſembled, and marched 
off towards the left. This being only in- 
tended as an experiment, the artillery ſoon 
ceaſed firing; but it is ſcarcely poſſible to ex- 

preſs the general ſatisfaction which this ſacceſs 
ditkuſed through the garriſon. The mortar 
was loaded with from 30 pound to 28 pound 
and a half of powder at the uſual elevation; 
the thirty-two pounder with 14, and the eigh- 
teen with 9 pound of powder; the latter, all 
forty- two degrees. 

The Governor, beſides this plan of retalia- 
tion, deviſed other ſchemes to cover and pro- 
tect his camp, if poſſible, from future at- 
tacks. Two brigs were ordered to be cut 
down and converted into prames, each to carry 
four or five heavy cannon ; which were to be 
moored between the New mole and Ragged- 
ſtaff, at ſuch diſtance from the works as to be 
eaſily protected, and yet far enough out to keep 
their boats at a reſpeAtul diſtance. Artificers 
from the garriſon aſſiſted the navy in fitting 
out theſe veſſels. One of them, being finiſh- 
ed previous to the before- mentioned experi- 
ment, was moored at the diſtance of about 
half muſquet-ſhot from the New-mole head. 
She was named the Vanguard, mounted two 
Spaniſh twenty-ſix pounders, and two twelves, 
and was rigged like a ſettee. The enemy's 

ſynadron, on the. 29th, was reinforced with 
five xebeques and two gallies, from, the eaſt. 
At night ſailed a packet for Faro, in Portugal. 
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The 24 of July, additional tents were 
pitched at the new camp near the tower, 
north of Algeziras: About one in the morn- 
ing of the 4th, the gun-boats repeated their 
attack; but, contrary to their former cuſtom, 
numbers of their ſhot and ſhells fell amongſt 
the ſhipping. The Porcupine frigate, Sit 
Charles Knowles, Bart. and an Indiaman, 
each received a ſhot; and the Brilliant's bot- 
tom was ſtruck with a ſplititer of a ſhell; wHioh 


burſt under her; but no particular da 


was received in the garriſon, except two mer 
being ſlightly wounded. The Governor reta- 
lated by ordering fix rounds-of ſhot and ſhells 
w be fired into their camp, from the guns and 
ſea-mortars at the Old mole: the cannon were 
pointed indiſcriminately for the camp; but 
the mortars were laid for tlie faſcine and ar- 
tillery parks. One of the ſhells ſet fire to a 
hut, and alarmed them exceedingly. As the 
Governor now determined to retaliate in this 
manner, we were in hopes it would deter 
them from ſo frequently diſturbing us. 

The enemy continued making gabions, and 
bringing much wood into the camp: on the 
other hand, our people were employed in re- 
pairs, and additions to the works. Traverſes 
were erected at the Royal battery, and parties 


were employed on the north front, from the 


Rock-gun, to the Old-mole head. The 10th, 
a brig was taken, coming in from the eaſt, 
the enemy's cruiſers, who for ſome weeks pa 
had again kept a very vigilant look-out. The 
crew eſcaped, however, to the rock ; and they 
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had thrown the letters over- board, before they 
abandoned the veſſel. 
The bombardment, which, by mot | im- 
perceptible degrees, had been decreaſing g, on 
the 12th nearly ceaſed. The cannon in their 
ſeven and fourteen-gun batteries were all 
drawn back, to facilitate, as we imagined, 
the repairing of the platforms, and inner 
art of the batteries. The 1 3th; ſome troops 
at the tower decamped, and in a few days af- 
terwards a regiment marched away from the 
Alge ziras camp. The 15th, two ſettees and 
a brig ſailed from Point Mala, with gabions, 
to the weſt. One veſſel had ſailed thence on 
the 13th. Theſe materials, we conjectured, 
were for ſome new works in the neighbour- 
hood; but we were afterwards informed that 
they were taken. to Minorca, and were uſed 
in the approaches carried on againſt St. Phi- 
lip's. Their firing was now confined to the 
night, and, unleſs we provoked them, ſcarcely 
ever exceeded thirty rounds. _ 

The Spaniſh General viſited the Lines on 
the-18th ;z but a fire breaking out in his camp, 
he returned immediately on its appearance. 
In the evening, the caiſſons for the Queen's- 
battery being carried up to Willis's, and the 
ſand- bags brought from Pocoroca clay- pit, the 
engineers at dufk, with a party of three hun- 
dred and eighty men, began to re-eſtabliſh 
the merlons ; and by the morning-gun fire of 
the 19th, the old ſand-bags were removed, 
the caiſſons placed, and filled with clay, ſand, 
and junk, and the battery made fit for the re- 
ception of artillery, The Governor was pre- 
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ſent the whole time, and expreſſed the higheſt . 


approbation of the diligence and activity of 


the party. The caiſſons were made of oak 


timber, joined by: ſtrong iron bolts. Whilſt 
they were at work, the gun-boats fired upon 


the camp, and were ſeconded by. the land- 


batteries on the town: a hundred and thirty- 
two rounds were returned on the boats, and 
ſixteen ſhells. thrown into the enemy's camp. 
One of the artillery and one of the 73d regi- 
ment were wounded. GaN Wee fe 
The morning of the 20th, the enemy fired 
a ſalute from the Lines, followed by a feu-de- 
joie from the army drawn up in two lines in 
front of their camp, concluding with a grand 
diſcharge from their ſhipping and ſmall craft 
at Algeziras. The troops in garriſon changed 
quarters on the 21ſt: the 39th and Harden- 
berg's regiments relieved the 72d, and other 
detachments in King's and Montague's ba- 
ſtions, Waterport-caſemate, and Picquet- yard. 
The 58th, 72d, and 73d regiments encamped; 
the 12th regiment remained on their ground; 
and the 56th, Reden's and La Motte's, occu- 
pied the South Barracks, and other quarters. 
The enemy, on the ſame day, decamped 
from the ground north of Algeziras. Briga- 
dier Roſs ſailed, on the night of the 22d, in 
a boat to Faro; and the following day, a pri- 
vateer arrived in eight days. from Mahon, 
with a packet, 'Two days afterwards, a boat 
arrived from Portugal. The patron informed 
us, that the army at that time before Gibral- 
tar principally conſiſted of militia regiments, 
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the regular troops having embarked for the 
Weft-Indies : he further Bid, that the Spaniſh 
fixet had failed from Cadiz on a cruiſe. Soon 
after this boat arrived, a large fleet, of up- 
wards of ſeventy fail, appeared from the weft: 
when abreaſt of Europa, we difcovered- 
amongſt them a ſhip of the line, two frigates, 
two cutters, a homb- ketch, and ſeveral armed 
veſſels: they did not diſplay any colours. 
This proved to be the fleet which aftcomads 
blockaded Mahon. 0 
Our. camp was alarmed, on the 29th, with 
the report that the gun-boats were approach- 
ing. The batteries were manned, and the 
regiments affembled ; but the enemy not'a 55 
pearing, they returned to quarters. The ſig- 
nals for ſeeing the boats in future, were © 
dered to be à falſe fire, and two guns from 
the ſhipping. 
Auguſt was was introduced 0 an — from 
the gun- boats. They came upon us by ſur- 
. for we had no ſignal from our guard- 
boats. This was afterwards accounted for, 
by the enemy having taken à circle; by 
which means out guard- boats, when they be- 
to fire, were without, and the gun· boats 
tween them and the garriſon. Our fire in 
return was well ſerved, and appeared to do 
ſome execution: twelve large ſhells and fif- 
teen ſhot were likewiſe thrown into the camp 
from the Old-mole : ſeveral of them burſt 
juſt as they fell, conſequently promiſed to do 
miſchief. The land- batteries ſeconded the 
fire from the ſea, but we did not experiente 
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any caſualties. Two days afterwards, the 
other prame, called the Repulſe, mounting 
five twenty-ſix-pounders, was moored about 
muſquet- ſhot to the ſouthward of the Van- 
guard, and the ſame diſtance from our batte- 
ries. Theſe veſſels were of ſuch annoyance 
to their boats, that whilſt they remained out, 
ve never afterwards were ſo much diſturbed 
at the fouthward. _ 

The artillery at Willis's endeavoured, on 
the 4th, to ſet fire to the canes and weeds in 
the gardens ;; but they were too full of ſap to 
take fire. This attempt attracted a briſk can- 
nonade for ſome time from the enemy. Early 
in the morning of the 6th, a ſhell fell into a 
tent behind General La Motte's quarters, at 
the ſouthward, in which were two men of 
the 58th, afleep. They were not awakened 
by its fall; but a ſerjeant in an adjacent tent 
heard it, and ran near forty yards to a place 
of fafety, when he recollected the fituation 
of his comrades. Thinking the ſnell had 
fallen blind, he returned and awakened them : 
both immediately roſe, but continued by the 
place, debating on the narrow eſcape they 
had had, when the ſhell exploded, and forced 
them with great violence againft the garden- 
wall, but miraculouſly did no further miſchief 
than deſtroying every, thing in the tent. 

On the morning of the 7th, before the 
haze was quite diſpelled in the Gut, a ſignal 
for an enemy was made by the Spaniards at 
Cabrita Point. As the fog diſperſed, we diſ- 
covered, at a conſiderable diſtance, a veſſel 

1 


216 HISTORY OF THE LATE L781, 


becalmed, but rowing towards the garriſon 
with the current. Fourteen gun-boats were 
then advancing from Algeziras to intercept 
her; upon which, Captain Curtis, of the 
Brilliant, ordered out Sir Charles Knowles, 
with three barges, to endeavour to get along- 
fide, and receive any diſpatches the veſſel 
might have on board, whilſt he attended the 
towing out of the Vanguard and Repulſe 
prames, to cover them, and protect her. Sir | 
Charles perfonally executed his orders, and | 
returned with a packet from Government. 
The veſſel by this time was about a league and 
a half from the garriſon, and the headmoſt 
gun-boat within ſhot, advancing apparently 
with an intent to. board : ſtopping, however, 
at the diſtance of a few hundred yards, ſhe 
poured in a diſcharge of round and grape 
ſhot, and was immediately ſeconded by her 
conſorts aſtern. The veſſel, which we now 
diſcovered to be a King's ſloop of war, re- 
turned the ſalute with a broadſide and muſ 
quetry from her quarter-deck ; and a ſpirited 
action commented. Appearances at this 
juncture were ſo greatly in favour of the Spa- 
niards, that the garriſon gave up the ſloop for 
loſt. Becalmed a league from the Rock, and 
ſourteen gun- boats, each carrying a twenty- 
ſix-pounder, full of men, cannonading her 
on every ſide with grape and round-ſhot ; a 
xebeque alſo bearing down with a gentle 
breeze; were circumſtances which ſeemed to 
preclude the poſſibility of eſcape. After 
maintaining, however, a very warm, judicious, 
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and well-ſerved fire, often obliging the boats 
to retire, the weſterly breeze at laſt reached 
her; and not long afterwards ſhe was ſafe 
under our guns. She proved to be the Helena 
ſloop .of war, fourteen ſmall guns, Captain 
Roberts, in fourteen days from England. 
Her loſs during this action was much leſs than 
could have been poflibly imagined, when we 
conſidered the ſhowers of grape and round ſhot 
that every inſtant ſurrounded her : ſhe had 
only one killed and two wounded ;. but her 
upper rigging and fails were much cut and 
injured. We attributed the hull's being 
ſcarcely touched, to the conſtruction of the 
gun-boats ; for, being originally intended to 
annoy at a diſtance, their cannon could not 
be depreſſed. The enemy however did not 
eſcape ſo well: numbers were ſeen to drop in 
the boats from the muſquetry of the ſloop, 
and ſeveral were towed off diſabled; which 
were very convincing proofs that their loſs 
was conſiderable. * 

A ſettee was taken on the 12th by the ene- 
my's cruiſers. The crew, excepting three 
Jew paſſengers, eſcaped to the garriſon: they 
informed us, that great preparations were 
making in the . and Spaniſh ports for 
ſome grand expedition: the object was how- 
ever kept ſecret; but many at Minorca ſuſ- 
pected St. Philip's to be the place. 

The enemy's bombardment, if we may 
now call it by that name, ſcarcely exceeded, at 
this time, THREE ſhells in the twenty-fous 
hours, which the ſoldiers (conjecturing that 


Q 2 
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ſome alluſion might be intended, by that fu- 
perſtitious nation, to the ſacred Trinity) jo- 
-- colely, though protanely termed, Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghoſt. It is not indeed altogether 
improbable, that the Spaniards. might enter- 
_ tain ſome bigoted reſpect for that myſtical 
number, and, conſidering the Britiſh in the 
light of heretics, might apprehend ſome effica- 
cy from it, in the great work of converting the 
Garriſon to the Catholic faith : at leaſt it is dif- 
ficult, on any more reaſonable ground, to ac- 
count for their exactly continuing to fire 
neither more-nor leſs, for ſo conſiderable a pe- 
riod. | 5 þ 
The mention of this circumflance brings to 
my recollection another, of a -ridiculous na- 
ture, which ſerves to demonſtrate the thought- 
leſsneſs of the Engliſh ſoldiers, who can jeſt 
in the hour of danger, and indulge their pre- 
judices at the expence of what other nations, 
however differing in ſentiment, generally 
agree to hold in a degree of reſpect. It is firſt 
to be remembered, that, according to the ar- 
ticles of capitulation, by which the garriſon 
was ſurrendered to Admiral Sir Geor 
Rooke, it was ſtipulated that the inhabitants 
ſhould be tolerated in their religion: the old 
Spaniſh church was therefore continued as a 
place of worſhip for thoſe of the Roman-Ca- 
tholic perſuaſion, and, as is uſual in Roman 
Catholic churches, was decorated, amongſt 
others, with figures, as large as life, of our 
Saviour and the Virgin Mary. 
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At the commencement of the firing, when 
the ſoldiers were engaged in a ſucceſſion of ir- 
regularities, a party of them aſſembled in the 
Spaniſh chutch, to carouſe and be merry. In 
the midſt of their jollity, the image of the 
Virgin Mary was obſerved in the ruins by one 
of the party, who inſtantly propoſed, as a 
piece of fun, to place her Ladyſhip in the 
whirligig*. The ſcheme ſeemed to meet with 
general approbation, till one, wiſer than the 
reſt, ſtopped them with a remark, that it 
would ill become them, as military men, and 
particularly Engliſhmen, to puniſh any perſon 
without a trial. A court martial conſequent- 
ly ſat, with mock ceremony ; and her Lady- 
ſhip was found guilty of drunkenneſs, de- 
bauchery, and other high crimes, and con- 
demned to the whirligig, whither ſhe was im- 
mediately carried in proceſſion. The Gover- 
nor, (who, notwithſtanding the firing, regu- 
larly attended the parade) at guard- mounting 
diſcovered the poor Virgin in confinement; 
but expreſſed his diſapprobation of the action, 
and ordered her inſtantly to be removed to the 
White convent, where, by the bye, ſhe was by 
no means exempt from further inſult and diſ- 
grace. If a bigoted Spaniard could have be- 
held this tranſaction, he probably would have 
thought the Engliſh worſe than heretics'; and 
would have concluded, that their impiety 


A machine erected at the bottom of the grand parade, 


for the puniſhment of ſcolding women, or others guilty of 
trifling miſdemeanors, 
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could not fail to attract the ſpecial vengeance 
of Heaven. 

The night of the 15th, the gun and mor- 

tar- boats bombarded our camp; their diſpo- 
ſition extending from off Little bay to the 
Old-mole head: their fire, as had been the 
cuſtom for ſome time before, was ſeconded by 
_ a {riſk cannonade from the Lines, which was 
very judiciouſly ſerved. Many of their ſhells 
burit in the air, over the 2 ; but the 
' ſhips continued ſilent. Our artillery retaliated 
from the Old-mole head, and /ma// ſhells were 
diſcharged from the elevated guns, which 
ſeemed to anſwer very well. One of the 
Jad regiment was killed; two of the artil- 

lery, and two of the 73d, with a boy, an 
inhabitant, were wounded. In this attack, 
a ſhell fell amongſt ſome naval ſtores, in a 
ground ward of the Naval Hoſpital; and the 
moſt dreadful conſequences might have been 
expected from this accident, if the fire had 
not been happily extinguiſhed by the picquet, 
which the Governor had ordered, ſome time 
before, to aſſemble here to preyent, if poſſi- 
ble, ſuch caſualties. The other picquet, 
which mounted at the ſouthward, was ftati- 
oned for the ſame purpoſe at 'the New- 
mole. ' | 
A ſchooner arrived from Faro on the 17th, 
with fruit, onions, and ſalt. In the evening, 
a flag of truce came from the enemy, in an- 
ſwer to ours of the preceding day. The day 
following, another boat arrived from Faro : 

ſhe brought a packet, with ſome private let- 
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ters from Liſbon, which intimated the proba- 


bility of our receiving a viſit from the com- 
bined fleet, then cruiſing off Cadiz. At 
night ſeveral guns were heard in the Gut, 
and a number of ſignals made at the Point. 
The ſucceeding morning, his Majeſty's cutter 
the Kite arrived from England, with dupli- 
cates of the Helena's diſpatches. In her paſ- 
ſage ſhe engaged a French cutter of twenty 
guns, and had three men killed and fix 
wounded. The enemy's cruiſers endeavoured 
to intercept her, but were driven to leeward. 
A boat alſo arrived about the ſame time from 
Portugal. . 9 
The firing from the garriſon now varied 
according as the enemy's parties preſented 
themſelves : at this period they were buſy in 
repairing Fort St. Philip, and in ſecuring their 
works againſt the approaching rainy ſeaſon. 
Our engineers were repairing the communica- 
tions and batteries at Willis's, &. A ſoldier 
of the 93d deſerted to the enemy the 25th : 
he had been abſent from his corps five days, 
during which time he had concealed himſelf 
on the rock. Hunger probably preſſing him, 
he determined to make a bold attempt to get 
off: accordingly ſtuffing a ſand-bag with 
graſs, hecame to Land-port, and placing, un- 
obſerved, the bag upon the ſpikes of the pa- 
liſades, jumped, unhurt, on the glacis; then 
running over the Cauſeway, he ſoon cleared 
Bay- ſide barrier, and, though many hundred 
rounds of muſquetry were fired from Land 


port and the Lines gnards, he eſcaped. He 
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was the fourth man loft by deſertion in the 
courſe of ſix weeks. 
Early the 25th, four men, who had been 
impreſſed from a privateer in the Bay, deſerted 
from the Repulſe prame. The next morning 
we were viſited again by the gun and mortar. 
boats; but they ſcarcely ſtaid one-third of 
their former time. We returned nine ſhot 
and fifty-eight ſhells, which, from the ſhrieks 
and piteous cries we heard, muſt have done 
execution. We annoyed them in camp from 
the Old-mole, as uſual; and the artillery at- 
tempted to reach them from Willis's but in 
vain. In this attack a wounded matroſs was 
killed by a ſhell in the Hoſpital. The cir- 
cumſtances attending this man's cafe are ſo 
melancholy and affecting, that I cannot paſs 
them over in ſilence. Some time previous to 
this event, he had been ſo unlucky as to break 
his thigh ; being a man of great ſpirits, he ill 
brooke the confinement which his caſe de- 
manded, and exerted himſelf to get abroad, 
that he might enjoy the benefit of the freſh 
air in the court of the hoſpital : unfortunate- 
ly, in one of his playful moments, he fell, 
and was obliged to take to his bed again, He 
was in this ſituation, when a ſhell from the 
mortar- boats fell into the ward, and rebound. 
ing lodged upon him. The convaleſcents 
and fick, in the fame room, inſtantly ſum- 
med up ſtrength to crawl out on hands and 
knees, whilf the fuſe was burning ; but this 
wretched victim was kept down by the weight 
of the ſhell, which after ſome feconds burſt, 
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took off both his legs, and ſcorched him in a 

dreadful manner: but, what was ſtill more 
horrid, he ſurvived the exploſion, and was. 
ſenſible to the very moment that death re- 
lieved him from his miſery. His laſt words 
were expreſſive of regret that he had not been 
killed on the batteries. tha . 

'The enemy's attention to the blockade 
ſeemed now to be revived. Their cruiſers. 
were increaſed and conſtantly on the watch. 
The force in the Bay at this time was one ſhip 
of the line, a xebeque having a broad pen- 
dant, a frigate, and five xebeques, with the 
gun and mortar-boats, and {mall armed craft. 
The arrangement of theſe veſſels for the pur- 
poſe of blockading the garriſon, appeared to 
be as follows, When the wind was weſt, 
two xebeques and four gun-boats anchored at 
Cabrita point, cruiſing at night at the entrance 
of the Bay and in the Straits : when eaſterly, 
the frigate, xebeques, and four gun- boats, 
cruiſed ſome between Ceuta and Europa, and 
others in the Gut: one xebeque was generally 
obſerved to lie-to off Europa point, at the 
entrance of the Bay. Though this diſpoſition 
apparently obſtructed all intercourſe between 
the garriſon and our friends in Portugal and 
Minorca, yet opportunities ſometimes occur- 
red, when boats ſlipped out unobſerved, and 
returned with the ſame ſucceſs. 

The evening of the goth, the enemy's 
cannonade, which, except when the boats 
fired on our camp, ſeldom exceeded three 
ſhells in the twenty-four hours, was pretty 
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ſmart for an hour or two; occafioned by our 
firing on their working-parties. Such ſtarts 
of retaliation they were often provoked to, 
by our annoying their workmen in the bat- 


: teries. ' 


The prames had been found ſo uſeful, that 
in the beginning of September, the Navy 
began to fit up the Fortune ſloop, in order to 
add her to their number. The 5th, a flag 
of truce from the enemy brought over 
Pratts, an inhabitant of gibraltar, who had 
been taken by the Spaniards in the Fox pack- 
et, about twelve months before, and whom, 
as it was ſaid, the enemy for ſome time had 
objeQed to exchange. By this man we were 
informed that the Duc de Crillon, with ten 
thouſand men, had landed at Minorca, and 
that it was reported he was to be joined by a 
French army from Toulon. The evening of 
the 5th, the Captain at Willis's again endea- 
voured to ſet fire to the weeds, &c. in the 
gardens, which from their height afforded 
great cover to the enemy's advanced ſentries; 
and in executing theſe orders a briſk cannon- 
ade was returned by the enemy, which conti- 
nued till day-break. . Our carcaſſes and light 
balls frequently took effect; but the canes 
were too green to be burnt to any purpoſe. 
In the courſe of this firing, ſeveral ſhot from 
the Lines ranged as far as the South barracks. 
and New mole. Great numbers of gabions 
were now obſerved in the enemy's faſcine- 


park. Wren 
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The evening of the 12th, they fired a 
grand ſalute from their lines and ſhipping, 


and a feu-de-joie in camp. After the ſalute, 
they continued to cannonade from the lines, 


though for ſome days before they had only 
fired their myſtical number in the twenty- 


four hours. We imagined this ſalute to be 


on account of the Duc de Crillon's having 
gained ſome advantage at Minorca, In 
the courſe of their firing, on the 15th, a 
circumſtance happened ſimilar to one which 
occurred in May ; and both of them may be 
conſidered as extraordinary. A ſhell from 
the Lines fell upon the rock, above the Red 
ſands, and glanced off in a direction nearly 
at right angles with its range: it rolled to 
the bottom of the Princeſs of Wales's lines, 
burſt on the platform of one of the thirty-two 
pounders, and a ſplinter cutting the apron of 
the gun, fired it off: the ſhot took-away the 
railing at the foot of the glacis, and lodged 
in the line-wall near Ragged ſtaff. 
We obſerved on the 16th, that the enemy, 
during the preceding night, had thrown up 
three banks of ſand in 21g-2ags, beginning 
at the centre of the fourth branch of ap- 
proach, which ſeemed intended as a line of 
direction for a new communication to the St. 
Carlos's battery. In the evening, the Go- 
vernor ordered the artillery to direct a briſk 
fire on this work, which was continued till 
day-break of the 19th. The enemy returned 
the fire reluctantly, from a wiſh, as we imagin- 
ed, not to increaſe ours. The next morning, 


235 HISTORY OF THE LATE [7787, 


we obſerved they had retained the ſand 
thrown up the preceding night with caſks ; 
and from the materials ſeen in the vicinity of 


the works, other additions ſeemed intended 


to be made. At night, Crouchett's howitzer 
battery and Montague's baſtion were opened, 
and, with Willis's, &c. were kept conſtantly. - 
going. About mid-night the gun-boats, at- 
tended. by a bomb-ketch, as we conjectured, 


came over, and, contrary to their former 


practice, directed their fire towards Willis's, 
the Lines, and north end of the Town. So 


determined were they to land their ſhells, 


that one went over the rock, and many fell 
on the hill; and, in attempting to imitate 


us, in burſting their ſhells in the air, ſeveral 
diſpladed in their mortars. They ſtaid two 


hours and a half, and expended a hundred 
and thirty ſhells and eighty ſeven ſhot, and 
their land-batteries were not ſo ſparing as 
the night before. We returned a ſmart fire 


on both ſea and land, and retaliated on their 


camp, as uſual. 

A ſhell, during the above attack, fell in 
an embraſure oppoſite the King's lines bomb. 
proof, killed one of the 73d, and wounded 
another of the ſame corps. The caſe of the 
latter was ſingular, and will ſerve to enforce 
the maxim, that even in the moſt dangerous 
caſes, we ſhould never deſpair of a recovery 
whilſt life remains. This unfortunate man 
was knocked down by the wind of the ſhell, 


which, inſtantly burſting, killed his compa- 


nion, and mangled him in a moſt dreadful 


pieces, and his whole 
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manner. His head was terribly fraQtured, his 
left arm broken in two places, one of his legs 
ſhattered, the ſkin and muſcles torn off part 
of his right hand, the middle finger broken to 


body moſt ſeverely 
bruiſed, and marked with gun-powder. He 
preſented fo horrid an object to the ſurgeons, 
that they had not the ſmalleſt hopes of faving 
his life, and were at a loſs what part to at- 
tend to firſt. He was that evening trepan- 
ned; a few days afterwards his leg was am- 
putated, and other wounds and fractures 
dreſſed, Being poſſeſſed of a moſt excellent 
conſtitution, nature performed wonders in his 
favour, and in eleven weeks the cure was 
completely effected. His name is Donald 
Roſs, and he now enjoys his Sovereign's 
bounty in a penſion of one ſhilling a day fe- 
life. A non-commiſſioned officer of artillery 
alſo loſt his thigh on Montague's baſtion; 
and a private of the 12th regiment, both his 
legs : the latter died ſoon after the amputa- 


tion was performed. 


The morning of the 18th, a deſerter from 


the Spaniſh guards came in from the St. Car- 


los's battery. He was purſued by four of 
the enemy, but in vain, He gave informa- 
tion of the enemy's intention to ere ſome 
new batteries. About ten o'clock in the 
evening, a ſhell fronr the Lines fell into a 
houſe oppoſite the King's baſtion, where the 
Fown- major, Captain Burke, with Majors: 
Mercier and Vignoles, of the 29th regiment; 
were ſitting. The ſhell took off Major 
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Burke's thigh; afterwards fell through the 
floor into the cellar: there it burſt, and forc- 
ed the flooring, with the unfortunate Major, 
to the cicling. When aſſiſtance came, they 
found Major Burke almoſt buried amongſt 
the ruins of the room. He. was inſtantly 
conveyed to the Hoſpital, where he died ſoon 
after the wounded part was amputated, much 
lamented by his friends as an amiable and 
worthy member of ſociety, and by the Go- 
vernor as an indefatigabſe officer. Majors 
Mercier and Vignoles had time to eſcape be- 
fore the ſhell burſt: they were . nevertheleſs 
ſlightly wounded by the ſplinters; as were a 
ſerjeant of the 29th, and his daughter, who 
were in the cellar underneath when the ſhell 
entered. This houſe had eſcaped almoſt un- 
touched during the 'warmeſt period of the 
bombardment, till this unfortunate ſhell fell 
in, which deprived the garriſon of this active 
and valuable officer. | 
The enemy did not increaſe their works 
the ſucceeding day, but debouched the fourth 
branch of the approach about the centre. 
In the evening, the Helena and Kite, with 
2 privateer, left the Bay for England, and a 
ſchooner for Portugal. Lieut Lowe, of the 
12th, who had loſt his leg, and the invalids, 
went home in the former. Our firing was 
increaſed at night by the Catalan ' batteries ; 
and Crouchett's was ſtill kept open. The 
20th, Capt. Fowlis, of the 73d, -wps ap- 
pointed Town- major. bus Rien“ 


—— 
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Our working- parties were employed by 
the engineers, on the 21ſt, in repairing Prin- 
ceſs Caroline's battery, at Willis's, which, 
owing to the ſpirited behaviour and example 
of the officers, was cleared, the caiſſons pla- 


ced, filled, and the battery completed before 


night, under a moſt heavy fire from the ene- 
my. When the work was finiſhed, the party 
deſired to give three cheers : but they were 
over-ruled by the Captain of artillery, who- 
recommended to ſalute the enemy with three 
rounds from each gun; which was immedi- 
ately put in execution. The party had not a 
man materially hurt during the warm can 
nonade ; but, in returning to be diſmiſſed, a 
ſerieant of La Motte's, who had braved the 
dangers of the day, was killed by a random-- 
ſhot below the artillery-guard. Our firing 
continued with great vivacity on the 22d, 
particularly with ſmall ſhells from the Royal 
battery, Willis's, and Montague's baſtion : 
theſe were kept going in the day; and at 
night theſe batteries, with the Catalans, 
Crouchett's, and batteries at the entrance of 
the Lines, were in action. The enemy in re- 
turn were not ſparing of ammunition: in 
the preceding twenty-four hours they fired 
ſeven hundred and ſeventy- five ſhot, and fif- 
ty-ſeven ſhells. The garriſon diſcharged 
ſeven hundred and ſeventy-three rounds of 
different ſpecies. | 
The enemy's new works were erected with 
caſks, covered and retained by faſcines, with 


ſand in the front. About two hundred men 
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appeared to be employed in the day ; but they 
were often compelled to retire, our ordnance 
was ſo well ſerved and directed. The gun- 
boats, on the morning of the 24th, viſited us 
as uſual; and it was thought that a bomb- 
ketch again attended them. They pointed 
their fire principally towards the ViQualling- 
office, in town, and Willis's: ſome ſhells fell 
in the New mole, but few aſhore at the ſouth- 
ward. We returned their fire, and retaliated 
from the Old mole on their camp. 

Early in the morning of the 25th, the faſ- 
cine-capping of the merlons of Fort Barbara 
took fire. from the enemy's guns, and burnt 
extremely fierce. The officer at Willis's im- 
mediately directed a briſk fire on the Fort; 
which the Governor afterwards increaſed, by 
opening the Grand battery. The firing how- 
ever from the latter did not anſwer ſo well as 
was expected; owing perhaps to the uneven- 
neſs of the platforms, which are of ſtone, and 
much worn : neverthelefs, the enemy were 
obliged to evacuate the Fort, without extin- 
guiſhing the fire. At day-break we ſaw only 
five faſcine-merlons ſtanding : the other ſeven 
were all deſtroyed, with ſome gun-carriages, 
fraverſes on the rampart, and faſcine-work in 
the ditch. We imagined that this accident 
would render the Fort uſeleſs for ſome time ; 
but they convinced vs that our concluſions 
were premature, by firing, probably out of 
bravado, a few ſhot in the courſe of the day ; 
which killed one of the 58th, and wounded 
another. In the morning, about ſeven, the 
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Flying-fiſhcutter, of twenty guns, arrived with 
ordnance-ſtores and intrenching tools: ſhe in- 
formed us that government had engaged 
twenty cutters, of her force, for the ſame pur- 
poſe. A xebeque and fourgnn-boats oppoſed: 
her paſſage, but in vain. * 
The 26th, Lieut. Clarke, of the $g6th, 
died of a decline. In the courſe of the day, 
the enemy began to clear Fort Barbara, and 
in the evening to lay faſcines, (a great num- 
ber of which were in the neighbourhood of 


the Fort) towards repairing it. Our fire 
continued to be well directed, and conſider- 


ably annoyed them. The 24th, a man was 


diſcovered near Catalan bay, by the guard at 


Middle-hill. A party of the navy immediately 
went round, and took him up. He proved 
to be a deſerter from the 72d regiment; but 
the wretch was fo famiſhed with hunger, and 
ſo bruiſed in getting down the rock, that his 
life was deſpaired of. The 28th, the enemy 
capped two merlons of Fort Barbara. Their 
parties were very diligent in making gabions 
and faſcines: the former we imagined were 
removed, as they were finiſhed, to the Lines 
and advanced works, as we had obſerved 
ſeveral behind the fourth and fifth branches 
of the approach. This circumſtance, with 
their unuſual activity in completing others, 
confirmed our late intelligence, that they in- 
tended additional batteries near the St. 
Carlos's. UTE 768: 25 


The firing from the gafriſon now exceeded 


ſeven hundred rounds in the twenty-fout 
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bours; and the enemy. frequently returned 


eight hundred, and ſometimes more. Our 
caſuals conſequently began again to be pretty 
frequent amongſt our parties, which, in a 
great meaſure, Was owing to the want of 


prudence in the men, who were become ſo 
habituated to the enemy's fire, as fcarcely to 
regard their ſnot. In fact, if a ſhell was at 
their feet, it was almoſt neceſſiry for the 
officers to caution” them to avoid its effects. 


It was really wonderful to behold with what 
undaunted - coolneſs. they perſiſted in their 


ſeveral occupations, though expoſed to the 


enemy's whole artillery : indeed the genera- 


hty appeared dpa callous to every. ſenſe of 
danger. duch 

Both ſides e indefatigable i in their 
operations. The enemy finiſhed two or 
three merlons in Fort Barbara, erected tra- 
verſes near the Tower, in the rear of the 


new communication, and were continually 


bringing large quantities of faſcines, &c. to 
the Lines. On the other hand, our engineers 
caiſfoned the terrace-batteries, 'replaced the 
ſand-bags before the merlons of the Queen's 
battery, and had parties daily employed in 
repairs. The goth, a ſoldier of the 72d 
loſt his legs by. a ſhot from Fort Barbara, from 
which they continued occaſionally to fire. 
He bore amputation with prodigious firmneſs, 


but died ſoon after, through the lofs of 


blood, previous to his being brought to the 
Hoſp ital. This fact being repreſented to the 
Gavernor, the ſerjeants of the different re- 
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giments were ordered to attend the Hoſpital, 
to be taught by the furgeons how to apply 
the fourniguett; which was afterwards pro- 
ductive of very beneficial- 'conſequences. 
Tourniquets were alſo diſtributed to the dif- 
ferent guards, to be at band in cafe of ne- 
e | 2 

The enemy, dr foverdl: FIR? had n 
very little addition to the ne communication, 
and tho third return appeared {till unfiniſhed, 
A party of the enemy was however diſco- 
vered from Willis's, on the evening of the 
1{t of October, working to the weſt of the 
Mill-battery; and they perſiſting in their 
labour, our fire was increaſed from the bat- 
teries below; which brought on a warm re- 
turn. At day- break we obſerved, at the 
extremity of the new approach, a large 


 epavulement, of forty-five gabions long, two 


in height, and four or five in breadth. On 
the top were ſeveral layers of ſand-bags, and 
ſand was banked up to protect it in front. 
It was ſituated within the weſtern place & armes 
of the St. Carlos's battery, towards the beach, 


in a direction forming a very obtuſe angle 


with the front of the Mill-battery. © Our 
engineers immediately agreed that this epaule- 
ment was intended for mortars; which 1n- 
duced the Governor, in the courſe of the 
2d, to order two embraſures (maſked at the 
Old-mole head, to cover the mortars which 


we uſually fired into their camp) to be open- 


ed, and two howitzers to be kept in action 


from thence. At night, our firing at inter- 
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vals was ſo aii briſk, that the whole 

th front, from the Rock-gun to the Mole- 
bead „ Was e in — This fire 
was continued, with little intermiſſion, till 


day-break; and though the enemy did not 


return It warmly, they made up for their 
ſilence the ſucceeding day. During the 
twenty-four hours they diſcharged twelve 
bundred and fixty-three rounds, and the 
preceding day, one thouſand nine hundred 
and forty-eight; which to us was a proof 
Fr they were conſiderably galled by our 
r. 
We had obſerved, for ſome weeks, a party 
of the enemy erecting a building upon an 
eminence, near the Stone quarry, under the 
Queen of Spain's chair, which at length turn- 
ed out. to be à ſignal-tower ; but no uſe was 
made. of it till che beginning of this month, 
when we difcovered that it was intended to 


give information to their batteries in the lines, 


when our workipg-patties were going up 
the hill. On their marching up the morn- 
ing of the 3d, a fignal was made from the 
tower, and their batteries immediately inereaſ- 
ed their fire on the heights: on their return 
in the evening, the fignal was repeated. 
This practice they continued for ſome time. 
At night, the body of a foldier of the 12th 


regiment, who attempted to fwim to the ene- 


my from Waterport, was diſcovered floating 


ncar the Repulſe prame. The ſailors on the 


watch, imagining ſome large fiſh had got foul 
of their cable, darted a ape into the body, 
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but ſoon found out their miſtake. - The; fues 
cecding morning we obſerved that che eneſtry 
had thrown up à cover, from the eaſtern 
ſhoulder of the new Battery, to the weſtern 
magazine of the St. Carles's: they alſo raiſed 
a: ſhoulder on the weſtern ve 2 and 
erected five tra verſes in the rear. 

Our firiag, on the 4th;- was ordered to be 
diminiſhed ; only Montagues's and the Hill 
batteries were kept going: few ſhot” were 
now uſed, as the enemy ſeemed' to pay little 
attention to them; and we had ocular oft 


daily of the annoyance from the ſmall ſhells, 


which immediately made them deſiſt, and get 


under cover. The .ſame' day a miuitit 


diſcovered on board His Majeſty's cutter the 
Speedwell, Lieut. Gibſon; EY four of the 
ring- leaders were ſeized and confined. Tut 
plan of this conſpiracy was, to murder the 
officers of the watch, cut the cable, and run 
away with the veſſel to Algeziras, where they 
computed ſhe would fell for a handſome ſum, 
which was to be equally divided amongſt the 
people intereſted, 1555 were then to depart 
for England. Near half the crew were con- 
cerned; and the ſame evening, if the wind 
continued favourable, the ſcheme Was to 
have been put in execution. Happily one uf 
the party, (I believe, a Spaniſh deferter) © con- 
feſſed in time to render the whole abortive. 
It was ſomewhat ſingular, that Mr. Gibſon 


had been ſo unfortunate, when in England, 


as to TG the cutter "me then commande run 
„an sell 
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01118 aw2y., with by the crew, into a French port, 
1 whilſt, he and his officers, were aſhore. | 
100 The enemy, on the. night of the 4th, 
1 threw, up a lige of caſks. and ſand, extending 
| upards of ſixty feet in a parallel be to the 
| front of St. Carles's. Some additions were 
| alſo made to the new battery. The raiſing 
| of the former work induced many to believe, 
| that they were come at laſt to the determina- 

| tion of beſieging the garriſon in form; and 
Wit! that this, with other works to be erected, 
would be the firſt parallel of attack. It was 
Witt 4 lucky circumſtance, in ſome reſpeas, to 
Witt Have an enemy ſo tardy in their operations. 
Our troops were now accuſtomed, by fix 
months bombardment, to the . and 
effect of heavy artillery: their firing had 
pointed out our weak places, which the Go- 
vernor and engineers had been indefatigable 
in ſtrengthening, ſo that the garriſon was now 
really in a better ſtate. of defence than at the 
commencement of the bombardment. In the 
nights of the 5th and 6th, the parallel, as 
we called the line to the eaſt, was extended 
about .a hundred feet, and the new mortar- 
battery raiſed with faſcines. Small traverſes 
were alſo made in the rear of the new ap- 
proach from the fourth branch. 

The gun and mortar-boats had now been 
abſent ſome time; probably owing to the 
repairs which the mortar- boats neceſſarily 
demanded. On the evening of the th, they 
however renewed their viſit, much earlier 
than was cuſtomary, and ſtaid upwards of 
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two hours. Their ſhot ſeemed all directed at 


our prames, whilſt their ſhells, the fuſes of 
which were remarkably dark, were thrown. 
aſhore. They fired about three hundred 
ſhot, and twenty-three ſhells, killed one of 
the 5d, and wounded two of the ' 12th. 
We returned forty-three ſhot, ſixteen grape, 
and two hundred and ſeventyrnine ſhells. 
The 8th, two mortars were mounted in the 
new mortar- battery ; and from the pickets 
marked for the platforms, we concludd: it 
would mount eightii mortars. In the aſter- 
noon, a ſhell fell into a houſe in town, in 
which Enfign Stephens, of che zoth, was 
ſitting ; * imagining himſelf not: ſafe where 
he was, he quitted the room to get to a more 
ſecure place ; but juſt as he paſſed the door, 
the - ſhell burſt, and a ſplinter | mortally 
wounded him in the reins, and another 
took off his leg. He was conveyed to the 
Hoſpital, and had ſuffered amputation before 
the ok diſcovered the mortal wound 
in his body. He died about ſeven. o'clock, 
much regretted as a N young 
officer. ; 
The enemy's nails appearing numerous 
within the new. works, our firing from the 
garriſon was increaſed on the 11th, and was 


as briſkly returned. The Governor however 
ordered the artillery to, be leſs profuſe in fu- 


ture, unleſs ſome caſualty demanded an ad- 
ditional fire; for their leſs, he was of opi- 


nion, bore no proportion to our expenditure. F 


Our ſmall ſhells were alſo decreaſing very faſt; 
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and the enemy appeared too welt covered 
with: traverſes in the new works, to be much 
aunoyed by them. The ſucceeding. day our 
fre ſcarcely enceaded a hundred rounds; and 
the enemy s was equally diminiſnet. 

Their naval force! before Gibraltar at this 
time was rather inſignificant; though perfectly 
ſufficient: for the blockade. Moſt: of theit 
xebeques had left the ſtation, as we imagined, 
to block up Mahon; and only one line- of- 
hattle * one frigate, one xebeque, and 
two bomb-ketches, with: the ſmalb craft and 

gun-boats, remained in the. bay. The. 13th, 
To Governar ordered our lower batteries to be 
ſilent, in order to prove whether the enemy 
could be diverted from firing on the town, as 
their batteries, contrary to the uſual practice 4 
of beſiegers, ſeemed to be guided in a great 
[meaſure by ours; and the manceuvre had the 4 
deſired effect. Their parties were now em- 
ployed chiefly in finiſhing the interior part of 
the new mortar-battery. 

The garriſon, on the 15th, fired only forty 
rr and the enemy did not exceed twice 
the number. The night of the 18th they 
were heard hard at work; but this circum- . 
ſtance produced no additional fire from us, as 
our artillery had been limited to a certain 
quantity ſince the Governor ordered the firing 
to decreaſe.  'he ſubſequent morning we 
obſerved they had erected a battery; of ſix 
embraſures, joining the ſecond branch of the 
new communication; and bearing on Water- 

port and the towen, about twelve. hundred 
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yards from the grand battery: only four mer- 
lons appeared finiſhed: the other three wert 
in a rude ſtate, with a 3 W 
pickets, and planks lying about the work, an 
at the 3 the fourth branch. The 
Governor, in the morning of the 19th, or- 
dered a warm fire on the new battery, which 
the enemy inſtantly returned One of our 
carcaſſes ſet fire to the firſt braneh of the new 
approach, and it burnt for ſome time. The 
following morning we found they had re- 
moved the ſand to extinguiſſi the fire, and 
diſplaced many of the faſcines, which, with 
other materials, were lying in a confuſed 
manner in the vicinity of the breacg. 
The night of the 20th, we were yiſited 
ect 


the gun- boats; but their ſtay was 
ſhorter than uſual, owing to a briſk ea | 
wind' ſpringing up : one of their ſhells ſlight- 
ly wounded Afiſtant-engineer Evans. This 
attack we imagined was intended to engage 
our attention from the land fide, where the e- 
nemy were heard buſily at work: it had not 
however that effect, as our batteries directed 
an additional fire, d continued it the whole 
night. At day-break we found they had re- 
paired the breach made by the fire, and 
ſtrengthened the merlons of their gun-battery 
with gabions and ſand heaped up in front. 
The ſituation of this battery afforded a 
more ſerious appearance than any- operation 
yet undertaken by the- enemy. Colonel To- 
vey; the commandant of' artillery, therefore 
recommended to the Governor to open upon 
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it, without loſs of time, from ſuch heavy 
guns and howitzers as might be ſoon brought to 
bear upon it; aſſiſted at the ſame time, with 
ſome thirteen- inch ſhells, and a few. red-hot 
ſhot from an eighteen- pounder or two. The 
following morning theenemy had alma? com- 
picted the battery; the Governor was there- 
ore induced to comply with the repreſentati- 
on of Colonel Tovey, and ordered the upper 
batteries, &c. to be opened on the enemy's 
works, and to continue to fire from his direc- 
tion. About four o'clock in the aſternoon of 
the 22d, (a captain and two ſubalterns, with 
the artillery picquet, manning! the lower bat- 
teries) the firing commenced, and was conti- 
aued with unremitting ſpirit and..regularity 
the remainder of the evening and-night. The 
enemy, in return, diſcharged. carts vollies 
from their lines; but to little ' purpoſe. 
Our artillery ſoon drove them from the batte- 
ry, which frequently was ſet on fire by the 
carcaſſes, but extinguiſhed. On the morning 
of the 23d we had the mortification to find, 

that, l the hea vy fire kept upon 
it in the night, five of ze embraſures were 
maſked with ſand-bags, to enable the whole 
better to reſiſt the effec of our ſhells. The 
work was nevertheleſs conſiderably damaged, 

though not in a degree equal to our expence 
in ammunition. The firing at noon was 
therefore ordered to ceaſe, as we had expend- 
ed fifteen. hundred and ninety- ſix ſhot, fi ve 
hundred and thirty ſhells, (moſt of a heavy 
nature, ) ten carcaſſes, and two light balls. 


my 


— Trp 
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1 muſt appear almoſt incredible, that a bat- 

tery at ſuch diſtance ſhould'be' able to reſiſt 
ſuch heavy ordnance, without being levelled 
to the ground; but indeed few works were 
ever erected ſo firong and compact. The St. 
Carlos's battery was ſilent the whole time; 
and from the lines they returned a thouſand 
and twelve ſhot, and three r and two 
ſhells. - Our loſs was not great; but on 
the enemy's ſide, many were offered to fall, 
and ſeveral to be carried into the lines their 


Seng, we may therefore ene colt 


them dear. 
The fcaedding: night they repaired the 43. 


mage done by our fire, and ereqted two tra- 


verſes in the rear of the gun- battery: it is 


probable they were working alſo on the plat- 
_ and during the two following nights 
they ſtrengthened it with other additions. 
The 25th the enemy's fire was rather ſingular. 
In the afternoon, about nine, their batteries, 
for near an hour and a half, diſcharged re- 
peated ſalvos from both cannon and mortars ; 
not directing their fire to any particular object, 
but ſcattering their ſhot in every direction to- 
wards the garriſon, and burſting the ſhells 
principally in. the air. In the afternoon, 
about three, this mode of firing was repeated, 
and continued nearly the ſame time. The 
26th Lieut. Vicars, of the 56th, was ſlightly 
wounded in the lines. | 
The night of the 29th, a briſk cannonade 
was bes | towards the weſt ; and ſoon after 
by the moon we diſcoyered a cutter engaging 
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and moored to the ſouthward of the Vanguard. 
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a frigate, a xebeque, and ſeveral gun+boats. 
The eutter anſwered a ſignal made from the 
Brilliant at the commencement of the action, 


by which we knew her to be à friend. After 


the engagement had continued very warm for 
a- con 1derable time; the firing ceaſed, and 
ſhe was obliged to ſubmit to ſo ſuperior a 
force. The ſucceeding; night, the a Unicorn 
cutter arrived, and/ four boats from Faro: the 
former informed us, that ſhe parted company 


with ſeveral cutters bound for Gibraltar. The 


fruit, & c. brought in the Portugueſe boats, 
was immediately purchaſed by the Governor, 
for the uſe of the ſick in the Hoſpitals : and 
ſome of the crew were confined, being ſuſ- 


pected to come as ſpies. The 31ſt, the 


enemy's engineers were obſerved placing pic- 


kets to the weſtward of the ſix-gun battery; 


apparently with a view of extending that 


work. Since. our laſt attack upon it, the 
firing on both ſides was much diminiſhed. 
In the courſe of the month, three men de- 


ſerted from the garriſon. | 

The night of the 2d of November, the ſig- 
nal was made for the approach of the enemy's 
gun and mortar- boats, which for ſome time 
had not paid us the regular viſits they for- 
merly did; owing, as I have remarked before, 
to the repairs which the boats, we imagined, 
muſt neceſſarily demand: but the Vanguard 
and Repulſe prames firing ſeveral ſhot, they 


retired, The 4d, the Fortune prame, mount- 


ing five twenty- ſix-pounders, was towed out, 


£ 
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The next day, about ſeven in the evening, 
thirteen gun and ſix mortar- boats fired bridkly 
upon the garriſon, ſeconded by the Lities: 
they ſaid near an hour and a half, and threw 
a vaſt number of ſhells; but fe were direct 
ed towards our camp. Lieut. John Frazer, 
of the 73d, had his leg ſhot off on Montague's 


baſtion; and Lieut. Edgar, of the 56th, was 


wounded with ſplinters of ſtones. Two-of 
the 58th and 73d were: likewiſe wounded. 
The enemy continued, on the:6th and 7th,'to 
make ſome few. alterations, and collect faſ- 
cines, gabions, and other materials at their 
lines, and various parts of the approaches. 
The parallel they alſo ſtrengthened ; but the 
ſix-gun battery. fill remained maſked with 
ſand-bags. * 13 (36 011115 Tex! 

As it appeared of greater conſequence, at 
this period, to annoy the enemy from the Old- 
mole head, which formed an excellent croſs- 
fire with the other batteries, than to fire into 
their camp ; the mortars uſed for that purpoſe 
were removed, and the embraſures at the ex- 
tremity, with two others adjoining, were or- 
dered to be unmaſked, and ſo altered as to 
admit of four howitzers hearing on the new 
battery. During the night of the 11th, the 
enemy erected an additional battery of fix 
embraſures, weſtward of the other, where 
the pickets were obſerved at the cloſe of laſt 
month. This work was retired a few yards, 
but joined the extremity of the ſhoulder of 
the old battery, and extended almoſt in the 
ſame direction towards the beach. It appear- 
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ed very ſtrong, and ſeemed to be intended 
againſt the Old-mole head, and Water-port. 


Duting the night of the 12th, many ſig- 


nals' were made in the Gut and' along the 
Coaft. In the morning we obſerved a cutter 
flanding for the Bay: a xebeque and three 
gun-boats attempted to intercept her, but ſhe 
got in without firing a gun. She was called 
the Phoenix, and was laden, on government 


account, with ordnance fipres. Col. Roſs, 


who had left the garriſon ſome months before, 
was a paſſenger, and returned to take the 
command of his regiment, the- 72d, or Royal 
Manchefter Volunteers. The ' Lieutenant 
who commanded the cutter, informed us that 
he parted company with two others, deſtined 
for the garriſon, on the 11th, at which time 
one” of them was engaged with two of the 
enemy's cruiſers. In the afternoon ſome ſig- 
nals were made at Algeziras: a cutter was 
obſerved ſtanding in for the Bay, chaſed by a 
frigate; and we confequently ' concluded it 
muſt be one of the two mentioned by the 
Phoenix. At this time ſeveral gun-boats were 
cruifing off Cabrita Point and at the entrance 
of the Bay, waiting to intercept her. In the 
Straits the wind was W. but N. W. in the 
Bay, and not very ſtrong. About ſix in the 


evening ſhe came up with the gun- boats and 


an armed xebeque: a ſmart engagement im- 
mediately commenced, Whilſt ſhe was re- 
tarded by theſe, a ſecond diviſion of gun- 
boats from Algeziras cut her off from the gar- 
riſon; and the frigate: —— up, aſter a moſt 


themſelves. The ſubſequent morning, we 
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vigorous: and reſolute refiſtance, ſhe ſtruck: 
On her appearance, ſix barges were ordered 
from our frigates: to aſſiſt her, and a ſignal 
was hoiſted on board the Brilliant, which ſhe 


anſwered: The boats rowed'out a conſider= 


able way, and, the evening being dark, found 
themſelves amongſt. the enemy's gun- boats, 
whence with ſome diffieulty they extricated 


* 


had the mortification to ſee the cutter towed 
into Algeziras by five gun- boats, with colours 
flying, and other marks of exultation and 
triump dz. e 
The enemy about this time adopted the 
mode of cutting the fuſes of their ſhells, fo 
that moſt of them which were fired for a 
long range burſt in the air. They continued 
their practice of making ſignals at the tower 
above the Quarry,” whenever our parties were 
aſſembled; or appeared at work: and the ſhot 
were in general better directed than before; 
but their effects againſt the works were conſi- 
derably weakened by pieces of junk hung 
over the merlons of the batteries. Our work- 
men were chiefly employed at Willis's, in re- 
pairing the Tower- battery, &c. and at the 
Old-mole. Other detachments were alſo en- 


* 


* 
* 
* 


gaged in various duties on the north front. 


he night of the 15th, the enemy lengthened 
the parallel conſiderably, and, the ſucceeding 
night, made further additions. In the fore- 
noon of the 16th, a long-ranged ſhell, from 
the St. Carlos's battery, burſt in the air over 
Hardy-town, and a ſplinter of it flew into 
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the fea, beyond Buena-viſia, a diſtance of 
more than —— miles. Another mell fell, in 
the courſe of the morning, at the foot of a 


wine-houſe, douth of the barracks ; and ſe- 


veral burſt high in the air over ſouth ſhed. 
We attributed theſe uncommon long ranges 
to the force of the wind, which, blowing in 
the ſame direction in Which che ſhells were 
thrown, undoubtedly increaſed their velocity. 
Mr. Tingling, aſſiſtant engineer, was wound- 
ed the ſame day at Willis'ss A boat arrived 
on the 18th from Faro: the crew were ſepa- 
rately examined, before they were permitted 

the liberty of the garriſon, The patron of 
95 boat 3 us, that ſeven cutters, de- 


ſtined for Gi braltar, had been taken by the 


Spaniardls. 
Two deſerters came in, about ſeven in the 


evening of the 2oth; one a corporal, the 


other a pri vate in the Walon guards. The 
former appeared to be very intelligent, and 
informed us of many circumſtances with 
which we were not before acquainted. The 
new mortar-battery, he ſaid, was called St. 
Paſchal's ; and corroborated our mtelligencs, 
that it mounted two mortars and fix elevated 

s. The two ſix-gun batteries were named 
St. Martin's. He further acquainted us, that 
the camp was principally compoſed of militia 
regiments: that the men were much diſſatis- 
fied with their ſituation, and greatly barraſſed 
in raiſing the additional batteries: that they 
had ſuffered lately very ſevere loſſes from our 


fire ; particularly inſtancing the 22d and 230 


: 


that 


atis- 


employed in completing the. fix eaſtern 


* 
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of the preceding month, when ſeven officers | 
and eighty men were killed and wounded. 
One, of the latter was an engineer of rank, 
who died three days afterwards. We had re- 

marked, in the courſe of the above firing, an 
officer to be particularly adive, which we now 
found to be this engineer: he braved, for a 


' conſiderable 'time, the dangers of the day, 


but at length fell, and was carried off. This 
deſerter gave the Governor further informa- 
tion, reſpecting the ſtrength and arrangement. 
of their guards; and the next morning was 
conducted to Willis's, where he deſcribed to 
him various patts of the enemy's works and 
camp. It had always been cuſtomary for the 


Governor to detain the deſerters at the Con- 


vent a few days, till he was ſufficiently in- 
formed of every particular; but theſe he im- 
mured ſo cloſe, that, excepting ſome general 
information, the Garriſon had an opportunity 
of learning but few circumſtances, till an 
event took place, which will preſently be 
retated, A 
The firing from both ſides varied as objects 
offered. Many of the enemy's ſhells ranged 
2s far as the ſouth barracks; and others, 
agreeably to. their newly adopted plan, burſt 
in the air. The morning of the 22d, a ſol- 
dier of the 58th regiment, who had been 
miſſing ſeveral days, was ſeen to go into 
Fort Barbara, from behind the rock. The 
following day the enemy mounted guns in 
the St. Martin's battery; and à party was 
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braſures, which © were now Nu We 
kept upon them gnr uſual fire of ſmall ſhells 
from Williss and the upper batteries; but 
In the courſe 
of the day the Governor reconnoitred the 
enemy's works; and it was reported that all 
the batteries were to be again opened upon 
them, as ſoon; as the four embraſures for the 
howitzers, at the Old-mole head, were com- 
pleted. 

The night of the 23d, the beſiegers added 
to the parallel a return of caſk-work to the 
weſt: it appeared very flight and trifling. 

The two fucceeding days, their parties were 
very active in finiſhing the batteries, which, 
on, the 26th, exhibited a perfect and R 
ble appearance. This was the criſis which 
the Governor confers as pr a 2 2 

their views, by deſtroying theſe ſtupend- 
als af Te | Eonltruclton 596 which had 
coft. them ſuch immenſe labour and expence. 
By the deſerters, who came in on the 20th 
inſtant, he was acquainted with the inacti- 
Yity, which prevailed thronghout the enemy's 
camp, and with the ftrength of their ad- 
vanced guards. Lulled into ſecurity by their 
ſuperiority of force, they never faſpeRed the 
rrifon capable of attempting ſo bold and 
Fagandous, a coup-de-main. The Governor, 
ever, ſecretly conceived: this important 
de gn, and ne ver imparted his intention till 
the evening 1 in wich it was, N in execu- 
Weg le v9 £4: 8 | 7 
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The gates were no ſooner fhut, after firſt 

gun- firing, on the evening of the 26th; than 

he ordered a conſiderable detachment to aſ- 8 
ſemble on the Red ſands at midnight, with 
devils, fire-faggots, and working implements, 
to make a ſortic on the enemy's batteries. 
The General, Field, and other officers to be 
employed on this ſervice, were convened. in 
the interim, and the diſpoſition of attack 
communicated: but, leſt ſome matters might 
have eſcaped him in the multiplicity of ar- 
rangements, the Governor defired every per- 
Fon to propoſe, without reſtraint, whatever 
would, in his or their opinion, further pro- 
mote the, ſucceſs of the enterpriſe. The 
following are the heads of the orders iſſued 
on this occafion. n 113: bus $305 ? 


© EVENING. GARRISON -- ORDERS: - 
Gibraltar, Nov. 26, 1781. 


* Counterſign, Sr RA Dx. 
All the grenadiers and light infantry of 
the garriſon, and all the men of the rath 
* and Hardenberg's regiments, ' officers, and 
* non-commiſſioned officers now on duty, to 
be immediately relieved, and join their regi- 
ments : to form a detachment, conſiſting of 
the 12th and Hardenberg's regiments com- 
plete, the grenadiers and light-infantry of 
all the other regiments, (which are to be 
completed to their full eſtabliſhment from 
82 


* 


H .- 
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the battalion companies; ) one captain, three 
lieutenants, ten non- comm iſſioned officers, 
and a hundred artillery ;-and three engi- 
neers, ſeven officers, and twelve non-com- 
miſſioned officers overſeers; with à hundred 
and ſixty workmen from the line, and for- 
ty workmen from the artificer company. 
Each man to have thirty-fix rounds of am- 
munition, with a good flint in his piece, 
and another in his pocket. No drums to go 
out, excepting two with each of the regi- 
ments. No volunteers will be allowed. 
The whole to be commanded by Brigadier 
General Roſs; and to aſſemble on the Red 
8 "ſands at twelve o'clock this night, to make 

a Sortie upon the enemy's batteries. The 

« wth and 58th regiments to 2 at the 
* ſame hour on the grand parade, under the 
command of Brigadier General Picton, to 
2 ſuſtain the ſortie if necellary.” 


| * 


4 


Theſe were the Seinbipel orders for forming 
the detachment. At midnight the whole 
were aſſembled; and being joined by a hun- 
Hred ſailors, commanded by Lieuts. Muckle 
and Campbell, the- detachment was divided 


into three columns, agreeably t. to the following 
e eng bed 
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The rb Met being formed in three 
lines, the right column i in the Tear, 'and the 
left in the front, tools for demoliſhing the 

works were delivered to the workmen, and 
the following directions for their deſtination 
communicated tothe principal officers. . 


© The right column to lead and march * 


through orbes's barrier, for the extremity 
© of the parallel; keeping, the caftern 11 
© of the 5 750 2252 on their left. 
centre immediately to follow, marchin ing 
through bay-ſide barrier, and direQing the 
route through the gardens! for the mortar> 
batteries. The left column to bring up thi 
© rear, marching along the ſtrand for Kr gu! 
batteries. No perfon to advance before the 
© front, unleſs 2 BOT: by the officer com> 
8 manding the column: and the moſt 

© found ſilence to be obſerved, as the ſaceſt 
* of the enterpriſe may depend thereon. The 
* 12th and Hardenbery's regiments to form in 
* front of the works, as ſuſtaining corps; 
and are to detach to the right and left, as 
* occaſion may require. The reſerve to take 
6 
8 
c 
c 
c 
C 
( 


poſt in the fartheſt gardens. $. 6-116 
1 


works are carried, the attacking troops a 
to take up thbir ground in the Cotes 
manner. The grenadicrs of Reden's ar 
La Motte's' behind the parallel; the 39th 


the fourth branch; and. the 72d prenadicrs 
and light-infantry, with their rig rht to "FF 
c fourth branch, ch left to the peach.” * pa 


1.535 eff 


_— 
, "6 I 
* 


and 5 za flank companies, along the front of 


** 
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By the time the deſtination of the columns 
was made known to the different officers, and 
other arrangements had taken place, the 
morning of the 27th was far advanced; and 
| as the moon had then nearly finiſhed her 
- Nightly courſe, the detachment, about a quar- 
ter before three o'clock, began its march, by 
files from the right of the rear line, for the 
attack. Although nothing could exceed the 
filence and attention of the troops, the ene- 
my's advanced ſentries diſcovered the right 
column before they paſſed Forbes's barrier, 
and after challenging, fired upon them, 
Lieut. Col. Hugo, finding they were alarmed, 
immediately formed the attacking corps, and 
puſhed on at a briſk pace for the extremity of 
the parallel; there finding no oppoſition, he 
took poſſeſſion, and the pioneers began to diſ- 
mantle the works. Part of Hardenberg's re- 
giment, which was attached to this column, 
r:iſtook the route of the grenadiers, owing to 
the darkneſs of the morning; and in purſu- 
ing their own, found themſelves, before they 
diſcovered: their error, in front of the St. 
Cartos's battery. In this dilemma, no other 
alternative — SL but preding forwards, 
which they gallantly did, after receiving the 
enemy's fire. Upon mounting the parapet, 
the enemy precipitately retreated, and with 
great difficulty they deſcended the ſtupendous 
| work, forming with their left to the tower, 
They were thus ſituated, when Lieut, Col. | 
| Dachenhauſen, at the head of the 39th flank 
companies, entered the St. Carlos's battery, 


w ; 
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and naturally miſtaking them for his oppo- 
nents, fired, and wounded ſeveral. Further 
miſchief was however prevented by the coun⸗ 
terſign; and the Hanoverians joined the re- 
mainder of their corps, which now formed en 
potence, in front of the parallel. The 74d 
flank companies were equally ſucceſsful in 
their attacks; and Lieut. Col. Trigge, with 
the grenadiers, and light company of the 72d 
regiment, carried the gun batteries with great 
gallantry. The ardour of the aſſailants was 
Irreſiſtible. The enemy on every ſide gave 
way, abandoning in an inſtant, and with the 
utmoſt precipitation, thoſe works which had 
coſt them ſo much expence, and employed = 
many months to perfect.” 

When our troops had taken poſſeſſion, the 
attacking corps formed, agreeably to their ors 
ders, to repel any attempt which the enemy 
might make to prevent the deſtruction of the 
works: whilſt the 12th regiment: took poſt-in 
front of the St. Carlos's battery, to ſuſtain the 
weſtern attack; and the reſerve, under Ma- 
jor Maxwell, drew up in the farther gardens 
The exertions of the workmen and artillery 
were wonderful. The batteries were ſoon in 
a tate for the fire-faggots to operate; and the 
flames ſpread with aſtoniſhing rapidity into 
every part. The column of fire and .ſmoke 
which rolled from the works, beautifully il- 
laminated the troops and neighbouring ob- 


jects, forming all together a en a 


poſſible to be deſcribed. ' 
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In an hour the object of the Sortie was ful- 
ly effodted; and trains being laid to the ma- 
ganines, Brigadier Roſs ordered the adyanced 
. eorps''to withdraw, and the Hundes regi- 
ments to cover their retreat: but, by ſome 
overſight, the barrier at Forbes's was locked, 


after the flank companies had returned; which 


might bave proved of ſerious conſequences to 
Hardanberg's regiment, as they were, 
mat circumſtance, under the neceſſity of 0. 
lowing the lath regiment through bay - ſide.* 
Several ſmall quantities of powder took fire 
whilſt the detachment was on its retreat; 
and juſt as the rear had got within the gar- 
riſon, the principal magazine blew up with a 
tremendous exploſion; throwing. up vaſt 
of timber, which, falling into the 
flames," added to the general conflagration, 
Although the enemy muſt have been early 
alarmed, not the ſmalleſt effort was made to 
ſave or avenge their works. The fugitives 
ſeemed to communicate a panic to the whole; 
and, inſtead af annoying our troops from 
the flanking forts, their artillery directed a 
ridiculous fre towards the town and our 
upper batteries, hence we continued a 
warm and well-ſer ved diſcharge of round 
hot on their forts and barrier, Only two 
officers and ſixteen, privates Were taken pri- 


* CE little Hnaular, that 2, two regiments, 
Fhich, at the memorable battle of Minden had fought by 
each other's ſide, and, according to the natural courſe of 
events, could never expect to meet again; ſhould be employed 
a ſecond time on the ſame occaion, and be the only entire 
regiments out. | 
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ſoners; and little oppoſition being male, 
very few were killed in the works. The 
guard, from the beſt information, conſiſt: 
aptain, three fubalterns and ſeven- 
ty four prlvates, including the artillerr. 
Thus was this important attack executed 
beyond the moſt ſanguine egpectations of 
every one. The event challenges greater 
admiration, when we reflect that the bat- 
teries were diſtant near three quarters of a 
mile from the garriſon, and my within a 
few hundred yards of a befieging enemy's 
lines, mounting one hundred and thirty- five 
pieces of heavy artillery. The detachment: 


had four privates killed; Leut. Tweedie 


of the 12th regiment, with twenty-four no 
commiſſioned and privates, wounded ; and 
one miſſing, ſuppoſed to be left wounded” in 
the batteries. Of this number, Hardenbetg's 
regiment had two killed and twelve wounded. 
Phe ordnance ſpiked in the enemy's works 
amounted to 'ten thirteen-inch mortars; and 
eighteen twenty-fix-pounders. - * 
General Eliott's anxiety on the occaſion 
would not permit him to wait the iſſue with- 
in the garriſon; but acquainting the Lieu- 
tenant Governor with his intention, he ac- 


Ly 


companied the Sortie, and © expreſſed 'the 


higheſt approbation of their behaviour by the 
following public orders: that © the bravery 
“ and conduct of the whole detachment; 
<« Officers, Sailors, and Soldiers, on the'glori2 
ons occaſion, ſurpaſſed his utmoſt acknow- - 
cc ledgements.“ U: > 3V 80 
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Although the attack was; not totally ex- 
empted — thoſe little derangements which 
naturally attend night expeditions of this 
nature, yet, to the honour of the whole, 
neither muſquet, Working tool, nor other 
implement, was left behind: a volunteer in- 
deed of the 73d regiment: loſt his reit in the 
attack, — the Governor being acquainted 
with, promiſed him a ſubſtitute in return; 
and not long afterwards preſented him with:a. 
commiſſion in an eſtabliſhed corps. When 
our troops entered the batteries, the written 
report of the commanding officer was found 
in one of the ſplinter-proofs, which, when 
the guard was | relieved; was to "Wl been 
ſent to the Spaniſh General. The report 
expreſſed that ©* nothing extraordinary had 
& happened; which, it muſt be acknow- 
ledged, the captain had been a little den 
ture in writing. | 

Before the detachment returned from the 
Neutral ground, Lieut. Col. Tovey, of the 
artillery, died. He was ſucceeded by Ma- 
jor Lewis in the command of that vepart- 
ment. 

The night * the 2th the- enemy were 
alarmed with an exploſion in the ruins of 
their batteries; and immediately directed a 
ſmart diſcharge of muſ;uetry, with ground 
and grape ſhot, towards the ſpot. We im- 
agined they ſuſpected that we had made a ſe- 
cond ſally, to finiſh the deſtruction of what 
remained; and their error probably would 
ha ve continued ſome time, had they not been 
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undeceived by our throwing a ſhell amongſt 
the ruins; after which they inſtantly ceaſed. 
By the number of lights ſeen in their camp, 
we had reaſon to conclude that their army aſ- 
ſembled on the alarm. The enemy had not 
yet thought proper to take any meaſures 
towards extinguiſhing the flames, but avenged 
themſelves by a briſk cannonade upon the 
town. In their camp ſeveral men were exe- 
cuted, who probably might be ſome of the 
unfortunate actors in the Lats diſgrace.” 'The 
30th, their batteries continued burning in five 
different places: when they ceaſed to ſmoke, 
the works ſeemed completely deſtroyed, no- 
thing but heaps of ſand remaining. - Five 
diſmounted ' mortars could be ſeen in the St. 
Carlos's battery from the ſummit of the rock; 
one gun alſo in St. Paſchal's, and three in 
the St. Martin's. At night we fired ſeveral 
rounds of grapeat their horſe-patroles, which, 
ſince their late misfortune, appeared more 
numerous than before. © © 
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ries, —E ftabliſh » ſeveral defenſive poſts.— 
- Repair 75 are, but 28 5 ly re- 


tarded by, tlie le ſig ed. —Deſcriptionof « 4 NEW 


., | gnvented.\ depreſſing gun-carriage—Gallant 


behaviour. of the Mercury, ordnance-/hip.— 


Tue Yernon flore-/hip., arrives. with - ſeveral 
An-, in frames; ulſo the Cerberus aud 


Apollo frigutes, with a reinforcement of men. 
. Singular yi of quick gli in tua boys be- 
100 ing to the garriſon.—Spaniards reſolve to 
ad à vigoraus attack upon Gibraltar, under 
..: the commend of the Duc de Crillan.— Begin 

10 convert large ' veſſels into BaTTERIN G- 
SHIPS. at Algeziras.—A party. of Corficans 

aArriue, and offer to ad as volunteers in the 
1705 during the ſiege.Eneny 5, Army re- 
inforced. Unfortunate accident in a maga- 
zine at Willis. -A ſtrong reinforcement 
of French troops joins the enemy's army.—The 
Duc de Crillon aſſumes th: command of the 
Combined Forces; and the Beſiegers batteries 
for _ time are | lent. 


TE See for ſeveral FE) appear- 
ed totally at a loſs how to act after their re- 


cent dig 1 heit batteries continued in 


flames; oF were any attempts made to ex- 


tinguiſn the fire. In the beginning of De- 
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cember, however, they ſeemed as if ſuddenly. 


rouſed from their 'feverie; upwards of a thou- 


ſand men were at work, making faſcines, &c. 


for which * large quantities of bruſn- 


wood were collected from the country. From 
theſe operations we concluded that they were 
reſolved to reſtore their works, when ſufh- 
cient materials were prepared. 

The iſt of December, a flag of truoe 
brought letters from the | Engliſh priſoners 
lately captured in the cutters bound to the 

arten. Not a ſyllable was mentioned by 
the Spaniſh officer of the late tranſaction; 
nor did he even enquire whether we had taken 


any priſoners. As we had obſerved the 


enemy to poſt ſtrong guards in the ſtone guard- 
houſes on the neutral ground, particularly 
in thè centre one, the Governor ordered the 


artillery. to endea our to diſlodge them. An- 
fwers were returned, on the 2d, to the letters 


brought the preceding day: letters alſo were 
ſent from the priſoners taken in the ſortie, to 
their friends in camp. The Spaniſh officer, 
on receiving the letters, appeared much ſur- 
priſed, put them in his pocket, but was ſilent; 
and the boats parted. One of the officers 


taken priſoner was the Baron Von Helmſtadt, 


an Enſign in the Walon guards, with the 
rank of Captain: the other was Don Vincente 
Freeſe, a Lieutenant of artillery. The Baron 


was dangerouſly wounded 1n 'the knee, and 


1 without many intreaties ſubmitted to 


mputation. When the furgeons firſt in- 


ernned him that an operation was abſolutely 
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unavoidable, he reſolutely oppoſed /it : ampu- 
tation, he ſaid, very ſeldom. ſucceeded in 
Spain; beſides, he was then betrothed in 
marriage to a lady, and would rather riſk his 
life than. preſent himſelf before her with only 
one leg. The Governor, being told this de- 
termination, immediately viſited the Baron, 
and uſed every argument to perſuade him to 
comply. His miſtreſs, the General ſaid, muſt 
undoubtedly eſteem him the more for the ho- 
nourable wound which he had received in the 
fervice of his country ; and, as to the opera- 
tion being fatal, he might almoſt aſſure him- 
ſelf of a certain recovery, ſince, in the many 
fimilar caſes which had occurred in the garri- 
ſon during the ſiege, our ſurgeons had been 
generally ſucceſsful; and, to convince him 
by ocular proof, ordered ſeveral . mutilated 
convaleſcents into the room. This generous 
attention of the Governor had a powerful ef- 
fect on the Baron, who, no longer able to re- 
ſiſt his importunities, at length conſented to 
the operation. The enemy, the night of the 
za, repaired the damage done to the third 
branch of approach; and did ſome trifling 
work at the fourth branch. The next day, 
a flag of truce from the enemy brought letters 
of thanks. from the Spanith General, Don 


Martin Alvarez, and the Walon guards, to 


the Governor, for the humanity ſhewn to the 


priſoners taken in the batteries. In the boat 


came ſome poultry for the wounded Baron ; 


alſo clothes and money for the officers. Their 
guards in the lines now appeared to be about 
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eight hundred infantry, with a hundred artil- 
lery, beſides ſixty or ſeventy cavalry for pa- 
troles. The Governor, on the 5th, ordered, 
« that no officer of the line, commanding at 
« a poſt, ſhould interfere in the mode of 
« loading, pointing, or firing the cannon. 
« If at any time he judged it neceſſary to fire 


„ upon the enemy, he was to point out the 
object to the artillery, and ſubmit it to their 


« opinion, whether it was praQticable or not.” 
The morning of the 4th, a cutter appeared 
from the weſt, and after an obſtinate action 
with the enemy's gun-boats, was obliged to 
ſtrike. In this engagement we obſerved that 
the enemy had made ſome alterations in the 
conſtruction of their boats, which before 
would not allow the guns to be depreſſed. 
Notwithſtanding our fire, the enemy ſeemed 
determined to eſtabliſh themſelves at the 
Centre ſtone guard-houſe, round which, on 
the night of the 7th, they made a trench, and 
alſo lined with faſcines part of the fourth 
branch of approach. Our firing continued 
to vary, as their operations were more or leſs 
noticed: in the day we directed it principally 
to parties obſerved near the Tower, and at 
night to the Centre guard-houſe ; againſt 
which they had heaped up ſand, and conti- 
nued every evening to make other additions, 
The garriſon at this period was ſo extremely 
ſickly, that a hundred men were curtailed 
from the working parties; and the officers 
ſervants, with others who uſually were ex- 
empted from theſe duties, ordered to aſſiſt, to 
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leflen the fatigue of their comrades. Near 


 ſeveni'hundred were at this time on our hoſ- 


pital liſts. The Unicorn cutter failed, in the 
night of the 12th, with diſpatches for Eng- 


land]; and the following evening, the Their, 
with duplicates. 


The operations of the enemy ſeemed now 


entirely deſenfive. The Weſtern ſtone guard- 


houſe, on the beach, was unroofed in the 
ſame manner as the Centre guard-houſe, and 
ſtrengthened with fand; with a trench dug 


round at ſome 3 in the front. We 


imagined that ſtrong guards were ſtationed 
every night at theſe poſits, to protect their 
remaining works. The evening of the 16th, 
about ten o'clock, one of the enemy's * 10 
vanced ſentries, near Bay- ſide, fired his muſ- 
quet; which was taken up by others in the 
gardens, and the alarm ſpread to the lines, and 


thende to the camp. Lights were immedi- 
ately obſerved moving about, and the drums 
beat to arms. After ſome hours confuſion 
they were calm and quiet. Their works, 


particularly the St. Paſchal's battery, conti- 
nued to ſmoke in ſeveral places, on the 1 8th. 
No ordnance could now be feen in any of 
the batteries: their fire was rather ſmart, but 


no particular objeQ feemed to engage their 


notice. 
Brigadiers Roſs and Green were appointed, 


in the orders of the 2 zoth, to be Major Ge- 


nerals in the army; and the next evening 
General Roſs ſailed in a boat for Faro, on his 
zeturn to England. General Green ſome 
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time afterwards received a letter of ſervice, 
and Lieutenant Holloway, his Brigade Major, 


- was appointed his Aide-de-camp, The ſame. 


day a flag of truce brought over ſeveral let- 
ters, with money and clpthes for. the priſon- 
ers. At night the enemy extended the fourth 
branch, in the ſame direction, towards the 
Weſtern ſtone guard-houſe; and ſeveral pick- 
ets were driven, and faſcines laid in the ruins 
of the batteries, in, order to retain the ſand, 
and prevent it being waſhed down by the 
rains, The night of the 23d, they raiſed an 
epaulement on the top of the Centre guard- 
houſe, and finiſhed the firſt line of the new 
approach from the fourth branch. 
Two ſoldiers of Hardenbetg's, and the 


vad regiment, on the 25th, attempted to de- 


ſert by a rope from Mount Miſery: the for- 
mer got down, though the rope broke; which 
accident was the cauſe of the latter being re- 
taken. A few days after, a ſerjeant of the 
artificers was ordered to reconnoitre the place 
where this deſerter deſcended ; and he got 
down far enough to diſcover the unfortunate 
man daſhed to Pieces at the foot of the pre- 


cipice. The night of the 27th the enemy 


made ſeveral additions to the Centre guard- 
houſe. The Baron Von Helmſtadt being 
dangerouſly ill about this period, (not in 
conſequence of the operation he had under- 
gone, but from ſome inward malad ) flags of 


truce were daily paſſing and repaſſing, to 
inform his friends of his dangerous ſituation. 


The 28th, the Baron died; and the follow- 
T 2 * 
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ing day his body was carried to the New 
mole, accompanied by the grenadiers of the 
z2th regiment, with the uſual honours of 
war, where two barges waited to convey it to 
the enemy's camp. The Governor, and 
principal officers in the garriſon, with Don 
Vincente, attended the ceremony. The 
fowls and other refreſhments ſent by his 
friends, with the money not uſed by the 
Baron in his fickneſs, were alſo returned, to 
the moſt minute article. 

The enemy, on the night of the goth, 
added to the trench in front of the Centre 
guard-houſe, which a few evenings before 
they had altered from its original form, Our 
engineers the fame. night erected a blind of 
canvas, &c. in front of Princeſs Anne's bat- 
tery (Willis's) which the engineers afterwards 
caiſſoned, when their fire became lefs warm 
on this new object. Another was afterwards 
placed before the Princeſs Ameha's, for the 
fame purpoſe. The materials with which 
the works at the northward were now re- 
paired, were colledted from the coat ſhips 
that had been run aſhore in the new mole 
aſter Admiral Darby's departure. The fides 
of theſe veſſels were cut up, under the di- 
rection of the engineers, into large ſolid 
pieces of | ſuch form and dimenſion as the 
purpoſe dictated, to which they were to be 
applied. Of theſe materials the batteries at 


Willis's were at this time formed; the angles 


being connected and ſecured by ſtrong knees 
and bolts, having tranſverſe pieces within, 
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which were alſo kneed. When the caiſſons 
for the merlons were thus framed, they were 


filled in the front with layers of junk, and 


ſand-bags behind. The height of the mer- 
lons were between ten and eleven feet ; and, 
the u arts were ſupported by ſtrong 
. the 4 3 hoods 
(as the engineer called them) over the muz- 
zles of the cannon; theſe hoods were three 
feet deep, and extended about fix feet in 
length over the embraſures; by which im- 
provements the guns were preſerved from 
being broken by the ſhells in their deſcent, 
and the artillery-men on duty were well co- 
vered. The ſolid conſtruction of theſe new 
works, and the adoption of a ſimilar mode 
in repairing the other defences of the garri- 
ſon, will account in a great meaſure for the 
general caſualties of the troops not being ſo 
numerous as might otherwiſe be expected ; 
and, to evince the permanence of them, no 


other proof, I imagine, need be adduced, 


than that upwards of one hundred ſhot-holes 
have been plugged up in the front of one 


| merlon, and yet the battery was not mate- 


rially damaged.“ 


* When the Enemy's proceedings afterwards rendered 
ſome alterations neceſſary in the er. at Willis's, the ſhip- 
timber was found very uſeful in further ſecuring the upper 
batteries, and in protecting our artitlery. The height of the 
parapets permitted the engineers to ered ſplinter-proofs be- 
tween the guns, of curved pieces of timber cut ſrom the 
bottom of a ſhip, which were placed againſt the breaſts of the 
merlons, and made bdmb-proof by layers of ſand-bags, 
which alſo formed a traverſe acroſs the battery. By theſe 
additions the communications between the ordnance were co- 
vered, and the batteries well traverſed againſt the enemy's 
eaſtern enfilade fire. 
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Two ordnance-ſhips arrived in the courſe 
of December. As we are now arrived at the 
cloſe of the year, it may not be impertinent 
to inſert a return of caſuals, from the 12th of 
April to the 41ſt of December, 1781, that 
the reader may have an idea of our general 
loſs in that period, 
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The New Year's day of 1782 was remark- 
able for an action of gallantry which is 
worthy of being reſcued from oblivion. An 
officer of artillery at Willis's, obferving a 
ſhell falling towards the place where he ſtood, 
got behind a trayerſe for protection; which 
he had ſcarcely done, ere it fell into the tra- 
verſe, and inſtantly entangled him in the rub- 
biſh : one of the guard, named Martin, ob- 
ſerving his diſtreſs, generouſly riſked his 
own life in defence of his officer, and ran to 
extricate him; but finding his own efforts 
ineffectual, called for aſſiſtance, when ano- 
ther of the guard joining him, they relieved 
the officer from his ſituation ; and almoſt at 
the ſame inſtant the ſhell burſt, and levelled 
the traverſe to the ground. Martin was af- 
terwards promoted, and rewarded by the 
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Governor; who at the ſame time told him, 
* he ſhould equally have noticed him for 
« relieving his comrade.”. Several ſimilar in- 


ſtances of heroiſm occurred during the ſiege, 


which were equally honourable to the gar- 
riſon. 1 | 

The enemy perſevered in carrying on their 
works: the Centre guard-houſe now began 
to aſſume a regular figure. The ditch form- 
ed three ſides of an hexagon, extending to 
the rear in obtuſe angles with the front; and 
the faſcine-parapet, joining the building, 
was lengthened each way. Materials conti- 


nued to be daily brought down to the lines, 


and advanced works, Their workmen were 


however conſiderably annoyed from the Old- 


mole head and Montague's baſtion, in repair- 
ing the fourth and fifth branches of the ap- 
proach. The ſhip, St. Philip's Caſtle, in 
Government ſervice, arrived on the 4th from 
Mahon, with diſpatches from General Mur- 
ray: on board her came ſeveral priſoners 
taken by that General in a ſally made from 
Fort St. Philip'ss The enemy endeavoured 
to cut her oft from the bay, but could not 
accompliſh it. She returned to Minorca on 


the 10th. Since their army had landed at 


Minorca, the enemy's attention to the eaſt- 
ward was viſibly abated; nor did they make 


ſo many ſignals from the tower on the Queen 
of Spain's chair, as had been their cuſtom 


formerly. The ſubſequent evening our 
prames made the fignal for the approach of 


the gun- boats: an eaſterly wind however 
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ſpringing up, they threw up their rockets, - 
and retired, We could not otherwiſe ac- 
count for their not firing in an eaſterly wind, 
than by imagining they were ' apprehenſive - 
of ſome accident in their magazines, which, 
being in the ſtern of the boat, might run 
ſome danger of being blown up by the ſparks 
from the diſcharge of their ordnance. The 
night of the 9th, beſides making additions to 
the Centre guard-houſe, the enemy debouched 
from the fifth branch, and dug a trench 
about fifteen or twenty yards towards the 
eaſt. A court of enquiry, on the 8th, ſat 
on Antonio Juanico, the ſpy who was dif. 
covered in the Faro boat; and ſome time af- 
terwards he was ordered to prepare for ex- 
ecution. The Governor however at laſt par- 
doned him, 

The enemy, about this time removed ſe- 
veral guns from the camp to the lines, taking 
others back. Moſt of their cannon (we had 
reaſon to imagine for ſome time paſt) had 
been greatly damaged by the firing ; as the 
ſhot, at periods, were obſerved not to fly with 
the ſame velocity as at firſt. The laſt deſer- 
ter ſaid they had ſpoiled three ſets of guns 
from the commencement of the bombardment. 
In the night of the gth, they raiſed the e- 
paulement joining the Centre guard-houſe; 
and opened four embraſures, two on each 
fide of the building. They were all maſked 
with faſcines, and appeared ſolely for defence. 
'The night of the 12th, the enemy formed a 
trench from the debouchure of the fifth branch, 
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to the front of the ruins of the St. Carlos's 


battery, towards the weſtern beach : part of 
it was lined with faſcines. They alſo raiſed 
a place d armes on the eaſt flank of the St. 
Carlos's battery, joining the fifth branch. At 
night ſailed the Henry and Mercury ord- 
nance-ſhips to the weſtward. Don Vincente 
Freeze went paſſenger in the former for En- 
gland, with the prifoners taken in our ſortie, 
and thoſe ſent by General Murray. About 
the 14th, or 15th, the enemy raiſed another 


place d armes on the weſt flank of the St. 


Carlos's battery, and joining the ruins of the 
St. Paſchal's battery; and the ſubſequent 
evening ſtrengthened and capped it with faſ- 
cines. In the night, ſignals were made in 
the Gut, and at. day-break two cutters ap- 

ared at the entrance of the Bay; but the 
wind blowing ſomewhat northerly, and dying 
away, they were driven to leeward by the cur- 
rent: a frigate and eleven gun-boats from 
Algeziras immediately gave chace, and ſoon 
after they were joined by a frigate and xebe- 
que from Ceuta. The cutters finding it im- 
poſſible to make the bay, and obſerving the 
force of their purſuers, prudently crowded 
{ail to the eaſtward. In the afternoon ſome 
of the gun-boats got within range, and a few 
rounds were exchanged; but the wind freſh- 
ening towards ſun-ſet, the cutters evidently 


left the enemy conſiderably aſtern. When 


night prevented us from continuing our ob- 
ſervations, they had indeed gained ſuch a 


Cy 
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diſtance, that we did not in the leaſt doubt 
but they would eſcape. 

The enemy had made for ſeveral preceding 
evenings conſiderable additions to the centre 
redoubt; and on the night of the 14th, they 
raiſed a work embracing each extremity of the 
faſcine-ditch which was in the front of it: 
this poſt now appeared finiſhed. They like: 
wile raiſed and threw ſand in front of the 
place d armes, and brought vaſt quantities of 
different materials to their advanced works. 
Their firing was not at this period remarkable; 
but, as they directed their ordnance principal- 
ly among our working parties on the hill, we 
experienced a few caſuals. Our batteries in 
return were well ſerved ; and the fire pointed 
to all quarters. In the morning of the 18th, 
juſt after gun-firing, ſignals were made from 
the enemy's advanced works, which were re- 
peated to their camp. The batteries at the 
ſame time kept up a briſk fire, all in a low 
direction. This gave us reaſon to think they 
were apprehenſive of another ſort ie: and the 
following morning the four embraſures in the 
centre redoubt were ' unmaſked, and animated 
with four howitzers ; and a conſiderable num- 
ber of troops left the lines ſoon after day- 
break : all which circumſtances ſerved to 
countenance our conjecture. In the evening 
of the 20th, the artillery at Willis's diſcover- 
ed a party of the enemy erecting a line of 
communication from the fourth branch to the 
centre redoubt. The Old-mole head and 
Montague's were 1mmediately opened on 
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them, in addition to the upper batteries; and 
we plied them ſo briſkly, that the party were 
obliged to retire about midnight, leaving the 
work, as the morning evinced, in great con- 
fuſion. The ſubſequent night, notwithſtand- 


ing our fire, they raiſed and ſtrengthened the 


new communication. In this duty they were 
well covered by a briſk fire from their lines; 
and which, from the repeated vollies diſchar- 
ged, afforded room to think that their work- 
men had ſuffered materially the night before. 

The night of the 23d, they repaired the pa- 
rapet of the St. Carlos's battery nine faſcines 
in height, and began to rebuild the magazine 
in the rear. Great quantities of faſcines, &c. 
were in and about the battery. The ſucceed- 
ing afternoon, about four o'clock, the Gover- 
nor opened the lower batteries on this work, 
and our fire was exceedingly well ſerved for 
ſome hours. The carcaſles ſeveral times ſet 
fire to the faſcines, but the enemy as frequent- 
ly extinguiſhed it. At firſt their batteries re- 
turned our fire ſparingly; but receiving a 
reinforcement of artillery-men from the camp, 
the cannonade became warm on both ſides. 
Our lower batteries. ceaſed in the evening. 
The next day, the Governor renewed his en- 
deavours to burn theſe works. The carcaſſes 
were equally ſucceſsful as the preceding day, 
but their guards and workmen ſoon extin- 
guiſhed the fire. The Spaniſh lines returned 
the cannonade with great vivacity, having in 
the twenty- four hours diſcharged one thou- 


and and forty-five ſhot, and eighty- three 
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ſhells ; our batteries diminiſhed their fire about 
four in the afternoon. 'The carcaſſes uſed by 
the artillery on this occaſion were made of the 
enemy's blind ſhells, in which were perforated 
three large holes, and the cavity filled with 
compoſition, They were found ta anſwer 
extremely well ; ſome of them burning freſh 
a quarter of an hour after the enemy had 
ſmothered them with ſand, which was the 
mode they adopted to put them out. 
We obſerved, on the 27th, four large piles 
of faſeines at the caſtern extremity of the pa- 
rallel, We were not at all at a loſs to gueſs 
their meaning in placing theſe faſcines to the 
eaſtward ; as it was evident, that they wiſhed 
to draw off our attention as much as poſſible 
from the St. Carlos's battery. The manoeuvre 
did not however anſwer. The following 
evening about ten 'o'clock arrived the two 
cutters, which had been purſued by the ene- 
my's cruiſers to the eaſtward ; the largeſt of 
them, called the Viper, was of four hundred 
and fixty tons burthen, mounted twenty- 
eight guns, and was eſteemed the largeſt veſ- 
ſel of her kind ever built; the other was the 
Lively, of fourteen guns; both laden with 
ordnance-ſtores. They informed us that the 
evening of the day they were chaced through 
to the eaſt, ſeveral of the gun-boats got up 
and engaged them, but were ſoon beaten off: 
at length the wind freſhening, the boats were 
left x wry The breeze, they ſaid, increaſed 
to a briſk gale, which, as the gun- boats were 
ſome leagues from land, might greatly diſtreſe 
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them. This conjecture appeared confirmed 
by none of them being obſerved to have re- 
turned to the bay. The night of the 28th, 
the enemy took down half of the old tower, 
or windmill, which they probably thought was 
too conſpicuous an object of direction for our 
artillery in the night: they added alſo conſi- 
derably to the St. Carlos's battery, and made 
ſome alterations in the centre redoubt, which 
they paliſaded in the rear, and within it 
bung a barrier-gate. The ſame night, arrived 


the Dartmouth Tartar cutter with ſtores, 


The night of the goth, our opponents were 
obſerved very buſy to the eaſtward of the 
centre redoubt. We inſtantly opened upon 
them, and drove them from the place. At 
day-break we found they had traced out a 
work of five ſides, with a large opening in 
the rear, and erected before it a ſcreen ſimilar 
to ours at Willis', but ſo injudiciouſly placed, 
that the workmen behind were not at all con- 
cealed from our upper batteries. This work 
was never carried on; and the ſcreen ſome 
time afterwards was knocked dqwn, and re- 
moved. Our engineers, of whom little has 
been mentioned for ſome time, were indefa- 
tigable in repairing the ſplinter-proofs, maga- 
Zines, traverſes, and communications, along 
the north front, which were damaged by the 
enemy's fire: the King's, Queen's, and Prince's . 
lines, had likewiſe a ſhare in their attention. 
Parties were alſo engaged in ſecuring and re- 
pairing the /e/eton traverſes, formed of 1im- 


ber and ſand-bags in front of the doors, win- 
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dos, &c. of the grand magazines near the 

New-mole; and depoſits of faſcines, ſand, 
and other materials, Ge collected 1 in different 
parts of the garriſon. . 

In the beginning of February, great num- 
bers of mules continued bringing faſcines, 
&c. to the enemy's lines; and by the number 
of gabions miſſing from their faſcine-park, it 
was thought they had concealed them in dif- 
ferent parts of the approaches for new works. 
The St. Carlos's battery appeared nearly com- 
pleted: it conſiſted of an epaulement with 
two ſhoulders; five dodging traverſes were 
erected in the rear, and behind them two 
larger ones for magazines : the latter, howe- 
ver, were not of the ſame form as thoſe erect- 
ed before. A gate was alſo hung at the open- 
ing of the fifth branch, and the places d ar mer, 
on each flank of the battery, ſcemed finiſhed. 
Part of the parallel joining the fifth branch, 
in extent about forty yards, was likewiſe 
lined with faſcines and repaired. In this ſtate 
were their works near the Tower, when, on 
the night of the 2d, they reſtored the weſtern 
part of the St. Martin's battery, making only 
five embraſures to open upon the Town and 
Waterport. Our firing was pretty ſmart at 
this period; but their artillery did not exceed 
a hundred, or a hundred and fifty rounds in 
the twenty-four hours. 

In this tedious and unintereſting manner 
affairs proceeded; every night the beſiegers 
making ſome trifling addition to their advanc- 
ed works. The afternoon of the 7th, one of 
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their ſhells ſet fire to a magazine box on the 


Queen's-battery (Willis's) in which were a 


few loaded ſmall ſhells and cartridges. Theſe 
inſtantly blew up, and fired an i . 
gun, but did not the ſmalleſt injury to the of- 

ficers or any of the guard, though the former 
were cloſe to it when the accident happened. 
On hearing the exploſion, the enemy imme- 
diately increaſed their fire, and continued it 
the remainder of the evening. The enemy 


added, on the night of the roth, another em- 


braſure to the new battery; and two nights 


following, they prolonged the parallel about 


forty yards to the eaſtward, Vaſt quantities 
of materials were at this time ſcattered in va- 
rious parts of their works. x 
The afternoon of the 15th, ſome practice 
was made from a gun mounted upon a new- 


conſtructed deprefling-carriage, the invention 
of Lieut. Koehler, of the Royal Artillery, 
which was highly approved of by the Gover- 


nor and other officers preſent. The gun was 
fixed in 4 bed of timber, the under ſide of 
which was a plane parallel to the axis of the 


piece : from this bed, immediately under the 


centre of gravity, projected a fpindle eight 
inches in diameter. This ſpindle paſſed 
through a groove formed for its reception in a 
plank, the upper fide of which was alſo a 


plane: upon this under piece the bed and gun 


recoiled, being attached to it by a key paſſing 
through the ſpindle. The bed and gun by 
theſe means were at liberty to move round 
upon the axis of the ſpindle, and when fired, 
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flided upon the under plank in the line direct- 
ed by the groove. The under piece was then 
connected, by a ſtrong hinge in front, to two 
cheeks of a common garriſon-carriage, cut 
down to be little higher than the trucks. The 
gun could be laid to any degree of depreſſion 
under twenty degrees, by a common quoin 
reſting upon the cheeks of the carriage; but 
when greater depreſſion was neceſſary, two 
upright timbers, with indented ſteps, were 
fixed to the cheeks ; by which, with the aſ- 
ſiſtance of a moveable plank, to ſlide in upon 
the ſteps, and a quoin, the back part of the 
plank, upon which the gun ſlided, was elevat- 
ed at pleaſure by iron pins in the uprights ; 
and the gun depreſſed to any angle above 
twenty and under ſeyenty degrees. 

M any advantages, beſides that of immediate 
depreſſion, reſulted to the artillery from this 
invention. The carriage, when the gun was 
depreſſed, ſeldom moved; the gun ſliding 
upon the plank to which it was attached by 
the ſpindle, and returning to its former place 
with the moſt trifling aſſiſtance. When the 
ſhot was diſcharged, and the bed with the gun 
had recoiled to the extremity of the groove; 
the matroſs, by turning round the gun to he 
horizontally acroſs the carriage, (which was 
done with the greateſt facility) was alſo enabled 
to load under cover of the merlon, unexpoſed 
to the enemy's fire, and avoided the difficulty 
of ramming the ſhot upwards. Tt equally 
allowed the gun to be fired at point blank; 
and (hy: turning the muzzle to the back part 
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of the carriage, ) at every elevation, to forty- 

five degrees, but in that ſtate did not particu- 

larly excel. As to the accuracy of the depreſ- 
ſing ſhot, no farther proof need be adduced, 


than that, out of thirty rounds, twenty-eight 


ſhot took place in one traverſe in the St. 
Carlos's battery, at the diſtance of near one 
thouſand four hundred yards. | 
A polacre had arrived on the 18th; and on 
the 17th, came in the Fly ing- fiſn cutter, with 
ordnance-ſtores: the latter was oppoſed; and 
engaged in the Bay by a frigate, a xebeque, 
and three gun- boats; but got in by petſeve- 
rance and ſuperior ſkill, without a fingle man 
killed or wounded. At night, a party of the 
enemy was diſcovered at the eaſtern extremity 
of the parallel; and a briſk fire was immedi- 
ately pointed to the ſpot. At day- break, we 
an they had ineed out with faſcines a 
work (of five ſides, leaving the gorge open) at 
the weſt return from the parallel. It appeared 
to be for another redoubt. About the morn- 
ing gun-fire, a brig was hailed from Europa, 
and anſwered, from Cork : finding ſhe was a 
friend, the Captain was ditected to anchot at 
the Mole; but imagining. the fhips, as before 
the war, remained at Waterport, he paſſed 
our prames, and did not diſcover bis error till 
he "my gone too far to teturn: he was conſe- 
quent ly obi ged to put about, and the veſſel 
SS ed at the . of the Oidzmole. When 
the enemy obſerved her in the morning, the 
Black' battery, and Fort St. Philip, direQed a 
ſmatt fire . her; but, though it was con- 
U 


290 HISTORY Or THE LAT E (1782, 
tinued the whole day, not a ſhot ſtruck the 
bull. Captain Curtis brought away the crew, 
and at night went with ſeveral boats, and cut 
. away her maſts: part of her cargo was alto re- 
moved; but .the greater portion of it was da- 
maged by the ſea-water. In the evening, 
Waterport guard Was: ens: with a pic- 
quet. = 4 
The enemy, on tho nicht of the 18th, 


added five cmbraſures tothe gun-battery, and 
left a ſpace, ſeemingly for two others. This 


addition made it appear as if they intended 
the whole for one battery, which before was 
divided into two. Great quantities of mate- 


rials were diſperſed in various parts of their 


works, and bruſh- Wood continued to be 
brought änto their camp from the country. 
The ſucceeding night they Feen an epaule- 
ment of thirty-nine caſks long, faced with 
faſcines, within the hexagon figure; at the ex- 
tremity of the parallel. The frent work was 
alſo raiſed, anda ditch, extending along the 


front ol the parallel to the eaſt Hank of the 


St. Carlos's, fined with faſcines. They 
worked alſo on the platforms. of the new 
battery, The morning of the 2oth, ten gun- 
boats returned to Algeziras from the caſt : 
they were ſuppoſed to be the ſame which bad 
chaſed the Viper and Lively cutters. Intelli- 
gence from Portugal mentioned, that ſeveral 
of them bad; been loſt;in the gale which ſprung 
up the ſame evening: we were rather diſap- 
pointed: therefore: to ſee ſo many return. In 
theevsving the per,! Li an and Dartmouth 
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— Tartar cutters, ſailed for England. About 
the time of their departure, a trayerſe in the 
St. Carlos's was ſet on fire by our artillery, 
-which occaſioned a ſmart cannonade for ſome. 
hours. The ſucceeding day another traverſe 
was ſet on fire, and burnt for ſome time. 
The enemy alwiys behaved with PLIES 
on theſe emergencies. The night of the 21 

they completed their gun-battery, which now 
preſented to us thirteen 'embraſures : they 
likewiſe repaired the damage done by tht 
fire. A 5 
About noon on the 23d, ſeveral ſignals 
were made at Cabrita point, ky brought 
out a frigate and a xebeque from Algeziras, 
Soon after we obſerved a veſſel ſtanding. into 
the Bay with a flowing ſail.” 'The'xebeque 
paſſed her aſtern; but the frigate bore down, 
and appeared as if ſhe intended to board. 
The veſſel however, in coming abreaſt, threw 
in ſo well directed a broad-ſide, that the 
Spaniard was greatly confuſed, and fell 
aſtern. The frigate afterwards wore, and 
returned the ſalute ; but the veſſel was at ſuc 

a diſtance, that no damage was received. 
On her arrival at the new mole; to our ſur- 
priſe we found her to be the Mercury ord- 
nance-ſhip, which left the Bay in January; 
and, as we imagined, was bound fo England. 
Several inhabitants, ſuppoſing the ſame, had 
taken their paſſage on board her for England; 
and never diſcovered their miſtake, till, to 
their great mortification, they found, on their 
entrance into the 8 the unpleaſant 
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ſhores of Spain and Barbary, inſtead of the 
.cxhilarating coaſt of Britain. Captain He- 
"10gton, who commanded her, on leaving the 
garriſon, had ſecret orders to put into Liſbon, 


here he was to take in a cargo of various 


articles, and return. Theſe orders he was 
not to divulge to any perſon, leſt the enemy 
by, their emiſſaries ſhould get information of 
the plan, and way-lay him in his return. 

e. accordingly. put into Liſbon, and took 
o.his;caxgo of wine and fruit. When every 
thing. was completed, he pretended ſome 
Further : buſineſs would ftill delay him, and 
preſſed the paſſengers to embrace the oppor- 
tunity. of the packet, and fail for England. 
They however approved of their accommo- 
dation too well to remove; and Captain He- 
ington was reluctantly obliged to bring them 
back to the garriſon. The Governor did 
not 2 this gallant conduct of Captain He- 
ington to paſs unrewarded, but ' generouſly 


wy tim with a handſome doureur, and 


rongly recommended him to the Admiralty 
for promotion; which accordingly ſucceeded. 
On the afternoon in which the Mercury ar- 
rived, the enemy fired a grand feu-de-yore in 
camp, commencing with a ſalute from the 
lines. They repeated the fire a fourth time; 
which led us to imagine they had gained ſome 
Tante at Minorca; and we afterwards 
fonnd that gur ee had been too 
well founded. 

N be enemp's ſhips in the Bay were rein- 
ſorced Abe 24th and i with A 888 
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four or five xebeques, and ſeveral armed 
ſettees; part of which e had been 
employed to block up the port of Mahon. 
The morning of the 25th, arrived the St. Ann 
ordnance-ſhip with a ſupply of powder, and 
two gun-boats, on a. new conſtruction, in 
frames, We were informed by her, that the- 
Vernon ſtore- ſhip, under convoy of a frigate,” 
was on her paſſage for Gibraltar, with ten 
other gun- boats on board. The following 
morning we obſerved the enemy had entirely ” 
new faced the eaſtern epaulement, and raiſed 
it to the height of eight faſcines. They alſo. 
worked on the magazine of the St. Martin's 
battery, and debouched from the centre of the 
parallel, throwing up a trifling line, extends” 
ing towards the ſouth-weſt, The 25th, four 
rows, of ten tents each, were pitched in the 
rear of the Catalonian camp. We imagined” 
they were occupied by the artillery cadets... 
At night the enemy added ſeveral traverſes: 
to their thirteen- gun battery. Beſides the 
arrivals already noted, three other veſſels and 
ſeveral boats came = in the urls of che 
month. 1 

The I of March a flag of truce Fett to 
the enemy, in anſwer to one from them 
ſome days before. The Spaniſh officer who 
received the packet informed us, that Fort 
St. Philip, in Minorca, had ſurrendered on 
the 5th of February. The fucceeding day, a 
carcaſs ſet fire to the thirteen- gun 15 on 
which continued blazing for two hours! fl. 
their attempting to eros uf the fire,” we 
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plied them 18 105 y that ſeveral were killed. 
and "maſt o m. driven from the work; 
bar their. 8 3 at laſt prevailed. At 
njzht they, raiſe d a Place d armes at the weſt. 
rn. Extr mit) * the thirteen-gun battery. 
h Sſe'de Xe works demonſtrated that they 
pr determined to. provide : as much as poſ- 
againſt. another ſortie. The following 

9 15 hey repaired the damage done by the 
fire. The, carpenters of the navy, on the 
4th, laid the keel of one of the new gun- 
boats. The 6th, ſix. rows of tents, ten in 
each row, were pitched in the rear of the 
feond line. of the enemy's camp, near the 
horſe barrack. A large party was alſo em- 


| ptoyed 1 in making a road from the beach to 


the barrack; and others were engaged in 
landing ſhells, and different ordnance. Theſe, 
with. other, appearances, beſpoke a deter- 
mined reſojution to proſecute the ſiege. Our 
Governor, on, the other hand, with unwea- 
ried, attention employ ed the 2arriſon in re- 
pairing, and putting in the beſt order of de- 


Fence, the upper batteries, and other works, 


which had ſuffered from the continued bom- 
bardment of the. enemy. The bridge, in the 
ditch at Land port, was likewiſe pulled 
down; and other alterations took place in 
that quarter. The enemy, on the 8th, raiſ- 
cd. one face of the eaſtern. redoubt, ſeveral 
faſcines in height: and from the noiſe heard 
the precedimg night, we imagined they alſo 
fpiſhed platforms. in. their batteries. The 
day following, Licut. Cuppage, of the Royal 


4 * * 
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Artillery, was ully: wounded on the 
Royal E from a ſplinter of. à ſmall 
ſnell, which burſt 8 after being 
diſcharged from the rock- gun. r 
ſecond 5 of the nature. The. 
1th, a frigate and —— paſſed to the 
weſt, with ſix top-ſail veſſels; ſuppoſecd td 
be part of the late Minorca garriſon. The 
night of the 14th, the enemy eres out'a' 
=I within the weſtern place Farmes of the: 
St. Carlos's battery; apparently with an in- 
tention of extending the- epaulement. Phe: 
firing on both dend was now confiderably. in- 
_ creaſed: that from the enemy amounted on an 
average to about three hundred rounds in oy" 
twenty-four hours. 

The operations of the beficgers Aill conti nus 
ed tedious. On the 16th they pali ſaded the 
gorge of the centre redoubt; Lf on the 18th 
began to pitch a new camp, near the grand 
magazine, on the beach. At night they 

erected the epaulement of St. Paſchal's mor- 
tar- battery, and raifed three tra verſes in the 
rear. Lieut. White, of the söth, was flight-" 
ly wounded on the 16th. On the night of the 
20th, the St. Paſchal's battery was raiſer three: 
faſcines, At night the wind blew ſo ſtrong a 
gale, that the new wind- mill, on Wiodchlll. 
hill, took fire from the violence of the fricti- 
on, and was burnt to the ground. n ee 
the enemy made ſome ccifitng additions, 
fixed a barrier. gate at the extremity! of the 
fourth branch of approach. The ſubſec 

evenings. z little before xaiduight} Kg 
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| gatified with the ſafe arrival of the Vernon 


ftore-ſhip, having an board the remaining 
ten —.— and other materials for the gar- 
riſon. Some hours after, the Cerberus and 
Apollo frigates, Captains Mann and Hamil- 
ton. wita four tranſports, having the gyth re- 
giment on-board; anchored under our guns. 
The Vernon's arrival may be conſidered as 
— — fortunate, ſince no leſs than fhiriy Spa- 
niſh men of war, of different force, were out 
purpoſely to intercept her and the Succeſs fri⸗ 
gate, Captain Pole, her convoy. Some 
leagues to the weſtward of the Straits they fell 
in with a forty- gun frigate, which had left our 
(blockade) ſtation, and was one of the above- 
mentioned cruiſers. A warm action conſe- 
quently: commenced ;. bt the Spaniard, find- 
ing the Vernon well armed, and that ſhe 
boldly bore down to ſupport the Succeſs, after 
an engagement of ſeveral glaſſes, in which 
the Vernon had a conſiderable ſhare, thought 
r to ſubmit. On board the prize were 
found papers deſeribing the Vernon, to the 
moſt minute part of her rigging; at the ſame 
time mentioning the officers names who wee 
paſſengers, and every particular article of her 
carge: and from the priſoners we learned the 
number of ſhips which were cruiſing to inter- 
cept her. Captain Pole afterwards: burned 


the Santa Catalina, and ſeparated from the 


Vernon: on the appearance of the Cerberus, 
with. ber mvoy, Which he miſtook for the 
enemy a eruiſers: The Vernon therefore pro- 
ceeded. alone or the garriſon, and at the en- 


Mar.) SIEGE OF GIBRALTAR. |. 297 


trance of the Straits, in the evening, fell in 
with, and indeed was ſurrounded by, the 
enemy's ſhips: but happily the ſky prognoſti- 
cating a rough night, and ſhe. tacking at the 
fame time they did; they, ſuppoſing her a 
friend, ſtood in for the high land; and at duſk 
ſhe altered her courſe, and was ſoon ſafe in 
her deſtined port. Lieut. Col. Gledftanes, of 
the vad regiment, and other officers, came in 
her as paſſengers, with recruits for the diffe- 
rent regiments in the garrifon. The next 
day, the 97th regiment, commanded by Col. 
Stanton, diſembarked ſeven hundred com- 
plete, and were immediately quartered in 
Scud hill and Roſia barracks. This regiment ; 
ſoon after became very ſickly; and though 
they were attended to with the greateſt care 
by the Governor and officers, in a few months 
many of them died; and the reſt were of lit- 
tle aſſiſtance to the garriſon before September. 
The enemy, on the night of the 24th, were 
diſcovered, from Willis's, at work in the front 
of the epaulement, at the eaſtern extremity of 
the parallel: a few rounds of grape, however, 
quickly drove them under cover. They 
made ſevera] attempts to proceed, but were as 
conſtantly obliged to retire. The ſucceeding . 
morning, we obſerved they had employed 
parties Ta other parts of their works. The 
communication to the centre redoubt was 
raiſed: many tra verſes were erected behind 
the fourth approach, and a conſiderable quan- 
tity of faſcines and other materials brought 
dawn. to their works. In the forenoon of the 
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25th, the Spaniſh officers belonging to the' 
Sts Catalina, who v/ere brought tò the gar- 
riſom in the Vernon, were ſent by a flag of 
trace into Spain on their parole, In the 
courſe of the day, a ſhot came througli one of 
the. capped embraſures on Princeſs Amelia's 
battery, (Willis's) took off theleps of two men 
belonging to the 72d- and. y 3d regiments, one 
leg of a ſoldier of the + 3d, nde unded ano- 
ther man in both legs: thus bu, men had 


ſhven'legs taken off and wounded by one ſnhot. 


The- boy who was uſually ſtationed on the 
works where a large party was employed, to 
inform the men When tlie enemy's fire was 
directed to that place, had been reproving 


them for their careleſſneſs in not attending to 


him; and had juſt turned his head toward the 
nemy; when he obſerved this ſhot, and in- 
ſtantly called for them to take care: his cau- 
tion was however too late; the ſhot entered 
the embraſure, and had the above- recited fa- 
tal effect. It is ſomewhat ſingular, that this 
boy ſhould be poſſeſſed of ſuch uncommon 
quickneſs of ſight, as to fee the enemy's ſhot 


almoſt immediately after they quitted the 


guns. He was not, however, the only one 
in the garriſon poſſeſſing this qualification; 


another boy of about the ſame age was as ce- 


lebrated, if not his ſuperior Both of then 
belonged to the artificer company, and were 
conſtantly placed on ſome part of the works to 
obſerve the enemyꝰ's fire: their names were 
Richardſon and Brand; the former was n. 
ted to have the beſt eye. „ ned 64 
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The night of the a 5th, the enam. extond- 
ed their parallel in. a continued direction with 
the old ork about one hundred yards, with 
caſks, and faſcines; banked up with ſand in 
front. The ſucceeding evening, we perceiv-, 
ed ſeveral guns in the St. Martin's battery; 
and it was imagined, that ordnance were 
brought forward for the other batteries. 
The FS of the 26th, they began merlons 
for ſix embraſures in the. eaſtern redoubtz two: 
in each face. opening on the Devil's tower, 
Lines, and Old-mole : they alſo lengthened 

the parallel, and ſtrengthened that part which 
was raiſed: the preceding night. The 28th, 
they ſcaled ſeveral guns and mortars in the ad- 
vanced batteries; and the following day we 
concluded they mounted all their ordnance, as 
their working parties gave a general huaza, [ 
and then withdrew for the day. 
Our opponents at this time ſcarcely expend- ? 
ed more than two hundred: rounds in the 
twenty-four hours; but we frequently ſaluted” 
them with doublo that number in that period: - 
The night of the 28th and 29th, the enemy 
lined with faſcines the prolongation of the pa- 
rallel, and erected five traverſes” in the eaſ- 
tern redonbt. Their batteries near the tower 
now appeared to be completed; the! fourth 
month being, juſt expired ſince they had been 
deſtroyed. The ziſt being a grand feſtival, 
our batteries were double-manned; expeQing 
the befiegers would open their advanced bats 
teries ; but not firing, the reinforcement was 
remanded at noon. In the evening, about fix 
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o'dock,-a-ſhell ſet fire to the flank of the 
eaſtern: redoubt, and the flame being aſſiſted 
with a briſk diſcharge, burnt rapidly for ſome 
hours: at laſt, however, the enemy extin- 
guiſhed it. The ſucceeding morning, we per- 
ceived that they had covered with ſand the 
part which had taken fire, and a number of 
faſcines were lying in great confuſion about 
the work. The ſame night, a boat came in 
| © from Portugal with ſheep, oranges, lemons, 
| and fowls ; two others alſo arrived in the | 
3 courſe of the month. 
| On the evening of the xt of April, a ſoldier 
of the 39th regiment deſerted from Land- port: 
ſeveral hundred rounds of muſquetry. and 
grape were diſcharged at him, ſome of which 
it is imagined took place, as he dropped 
juſt before he got to the St. Carlos's battery, 
and was carried into the work by ſeven of 
| the guard. At duſk, a Volunteer of Arragon 
(| came over to us: he brought his arms and 
ſome neceſſaries, which, with other cir- 
cumſtances, occaſioned a fuſ picion of his be- 
ing a ſpy. He reported that the enemy had 
ſuffered conſiderably in reſtoring their bat- 
| teries; upwards of four hundred being kil- 
led, and nearly as many more wounded. The 
caſtern redoubt, he informed us, was called 
the Mahon battery. The enemy, on the 2d, 
began to pitch tents in rear of the Walon 
guards: they were afterwards increaſed to ſix 
double rows, capable of quartering a ee ; 
of infantry, ME? 228 
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As grates for heating ſhot were diſtributed 
on the different northern batteries in the 
beginning of this month, we imagined the 
Governor intended applying ted- hot ſhot 
againſt the enemy's works, which appeared 
now complete. We were however diſap- 
pointed. they were till reſerved. as 4 bonne 
bouche, for the cloſing of the ſcenee 

The night of the sth, the enemy erected, 
at the extremity of the parallel, a place q armes 
of four ſides, one of which; was the parallel 
lengthened, the other three extending in ob- 
tuſe angles to the rear. The 6th, Colonel 
Stanton was appointed a: Rcigadier-general; 
and Capt. Blanckley, of the gyth regiment; 
his Brigade- major. The 8th, we perceived 
ſome tents pitched upon the plain beneath the 


ruins of Carteia; and the following day this 


camp was increaſed with. five double: ros 
of tents-: a regiment in white took poſſeſſion 
in the evening. The ꝗth, a regiment in blue 
marched into the new cimp, pitched the 2d 
of this month. The ſame day all the ca 

ters of the regiments in garriſon (thoſe of the 
97th regiment excepted) were ordered, with a 
hundred additional real- men, into the King's 
works. At night the enemy made ſome alter- 
ations near St. Paſchal's battery, and ſtrength- 
ened the place d armes at the extremity of the 
parallel. The 1oth, Lieut. Wetham, of the 
12th regiment, was killed by a ſplinter of a 
ſhell, marching at the head of a ſpur-guard 
up the ramp, from Land-port-ditch. His ſer- 
vant alſo loſt his arm, and the drummer had 
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His drum broken 'topigees: but the reſt of the 
Fuad efeaped; The death of this young OF. 
tiderwas much regretted; and it ſeemed par- 
tioularby unfortunate; as the enemy only fired 
char futal ſhell and one ſhot in the earlier paft 
ee 

A Faro boat arrived on the 1th from Por- 
tugal, with diſpatehes for the Governor. A 
Private letter ſeft from Liſbon by this boat, 
mentioned, that great preparations Were mak. 
nig at Cadiz; and in the Mediterranean ports, 


for a moſt vigorous attack on Gibraltar; and 


that the Duc de Grillen, who had lately taken 
St. Philip's, was ts cemmatid with twenty 
' thouſand Ftereh and Spaniſh troops, in addi- 
tion to what were at-preſent before the gar- 
rifon {- with Monſieur D'Arcon, a French en- 
Sinter of great eminence and abilities; and 
Adeiiral Den Bonaventura Moreno, with ten- 
fail of the line; deſides floating-batteries, gun 
and friortariboats, &. &c: The truth of 
this intelligence we little doubted, as many 
eiroumſtandes now eceurted daily, that ſerved 
to\eonfirm it. The etiemy's catinonade, in 
the courſe of the 12th, was ſingular indeed: 
from Ax ih the morning to ſun-ſet; they fired 
evety tWͤo of "three minutes a ſingle gun or 
mottary and being the @nniver/ary of their 
bombardment, it appeared till more extraot- 
dinarye Some jocular perſons in the garriſon 
. reniarked- that perhaps they were commemo- 
rating the day with faſting and prayer, and by 
theit minute-guns exprefiing theit ſorrow, that 


ſo matiyethoufatid” barrels of powder, and 
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rounds of ammunition, ſhould have been ex- 
.pended-to ſo little purpoſe, Theit firing from 
the 12th gradually decreaſed, for abont a 


week; when, for à few nights, * on x 


briſker than uſual. It aſterwards diminiſhed 
to about a hundred rounds on an average in 
the twenty-four hours, and ſcarce exceeded 
that number during the remainder of tlie 
month. Their faſecine- parties continued to 
be actixely employed preparing materials in 
their parks; and long ſtrings of mules were 
conſtantly removing them to the lines and 
advanced batteries. Throughaut their camp 
new life ſeemed to be infuſed into the troops: 
inſtead of that inactive languer Which had 
ſo: long prevailed in all their L 
every. perſon now appeared in motion. 

The morning of the rTöth, we remarked 
that the enemy had repaired: the” eaſtern part 
of, the Mahon battery, burnt down: the latter 
end of the preceding month. Some other 
trifling additions were alſo made to this work. 
The.2, 20th, arrived the Antigallican ordnance. 
ſhip from England. The-nights of the'z iſt 
and 22d, the enemy's parties added ſome fur- 
ther-repairs to the Mahon battery: they alſo 
raiſed a ſmall work near the tower, and 
etected ſeveral traverſes in various parts of the 

arallel. The 24th, one of our new gun- 

ats, which had been launched on the 18th; 
was tried with an eighteen-pounder on board 
and the practice met with the bation of 
the — and Officers of the naty. As 
2 perſon was ſent out in the Vernon ta ſauper- 
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- intend their conſtruction, the keels of ſeveral 


other boats after his arrival were immediately 


laid on the ſtocks; and the carpenters, being 


now acquainted with the marks, proceeded 
.wath confidence and expedition : four or five 


more therefore were in great forwardneſs. 


We obſerved, about this time, numbers of 
doats paſſing and -repalling, between Algeziras 
rand Point Mala, and two ſhips m the river 
:Palmones, which we imagined were fitting 
out as »fire-ſhips ; precautions were therefore 
taken to render —— ineffectual, in cafe they 
geſolved on another attempt to burn our fri- 


gates. The 25th, a little after day- break, 8 


deſerter came in from the enemy: he was a 
native of Arragon, and comrade to the laſt : 

he confirmed our information from Liſbon, 
reſpecting the intended attack, under the 
command of the Duc de Crillon; adding, that 
they had reſolved to make the principal attack 


by ſea; for which purpoſe large ſhips were to 


be fitted up with cork, &e. The new camp 
near Rocadillo-point. he ſaid, was Occup 14 


by the regiment of Cordova infantry, lately | 


arrived from Ceuta. 

Though their camp had been oonſiderably 
teinforced within the preceding ſix weeks, 
yet we could not obſerve that they had made 
any addition to their guards, which continued 
to be about the ſame number as mentioned 
ſome months before. The 28th, they raiſed. 
the merlons of the Mahon battery with ſand- 
bags. In the courſe of the day, they brought 
down two. * from their 9 to 
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Fort Tonata, . they had carried fopr 
the preceding d oy he! Zoth, they be gan 
laying platfo1 5 1 in the Mahon battery: 
the fame day. we launched our ſecond gon- 
boat. Seven more were oi the ftocks. 
In the bezinnigg of WHY" the den gr. 
palreg the VET, ech 7 ipe st. Citfors, 
which fell down fome tine Befor 25 And mad 
ſotne alteratis * the Mick baer) 0 Sehe - 
ral hundred*” ues” care: iKewile' ve Fo 
th the Tins? © Figm ſeben in the A yl 
the Ach, to the latte hour the ſucceeding 715 | 
t6eh60t#" Lord "th {eh id We "ei 
Were Met. This was the" wo ty=fOu 
Toe ih dere Had been we 5 


the fpCe Uf Heatly; TIR A 
8 2 evening, of che , 5 * "aps r 


e gf ad 
5 o fr ates, With" fout trandÞ our 
ode hips, ſafled for e. Phe 
Tücceeding morning we obe har t red of 
the aue we 75 ptured, and in con 5 


with the enemy my's '& ſers go En thi 
to windward? In the afternoon” e 
a liner of- battle ip, with ſeven latge alle 
and a few polacres and tartars, Jo By in = 
Bay from the weſt, and inchored "a Algeziras. 

At duſk, the large veſſels, which%appeated'to 
be old men of war, or galleofis, hablec cloſe 
in ſhore. The Governor, at night, ordered 4 
picquet to reinforce Waterport uard. "The 
enemy ſtill continued diſcharging about” A 
hundred rounds every "twenty-four: Hours'; 

and their parties as well as ours were etf ployer 

in making trifling additions and repairs.” The 
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55 of the abs en ended at 


[geziras, ; occafioned;- variqus ,conjea UreS.: 
from many circumſtances, had reaſon, to 
nagine they were e de 
ea; which was meditating, againſt the garri- 
ſon. The Governor and chief engineers at- 


tention, conſec ue ne engaged towar 
the ſea Jine,: f 5 ng the Ole mole 
gs Fortifh 1 95 aN doping, pal | 1 5 


Waterport gateway was rricaded, and 
A ee 57 7 Al hr got ready to 


me at the foot of Land- port glacis.; the 


fag Jn. e ditch. likewiſe 10 ved and 
SE fea-line, N they 


nd t probably be oppoſed; ta the 
nemy's attack, ere, inſpected, . ig 
the beſt 2 a 9. Wo. 1 4 
he enemy, ane ern 
By E 0515 | ppm Her e ordna 


eft us * e to ous. 95 they were in- 
tended: to be fitted up as FLoatinG Bar- 
FERIES: for the grand attack : this opinion 
was confirmed. in the aſternoon, by their be- 
ginning. to cut down the poops of two of 
them. Fhe ſubſequent. day, three ſtore- 
ſhips, the Oneen Charlotte, Leonora, and 
Charles, arrived from England, with powder, 
ſhells, OOO and timber. Three gun- 


the attack, by | 
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boats, on their appearance in the Gut, went 


from the point to ſpeak them; but the ſhips 
hoiſting French colours, and ſtanding” for 
Algeziras, the boats were deceived, and re- 
turned: the falſe colours were ſdon after 
ſtruck, and Britiſh diſplayed; and they: ar- 
rived without oppoſition. The new gun- 
boats which were launched, were on this 
occaſion of particular ſervices. and before 
night, nineteen hundred barrels of powder 
were ſecured in our magazines. The ene- 
my, on the 14th, opened thirteen large ꝓort- 
holes in the larboard fide of one of the thips 
at Algeziras, and ſeven in another.. 
Their operations now in the advaneed 


works almoſt totally ceaſed; their whole at- 


tention ſeemed occupied by the ſhips at Alge- 
ziras, and by arrangements in their camp. 
Cannon and variety of military ſtores were 
landed beyond Point Mala, and a ſtrong par- 
ty was employed in erecting a large building 
near the landing- place, which we conjectur- 
ed was for an hoſpital. The firing on both 
ſides varied as circumſtances direted; Three 
men of the 58th regiment were miſing vn 
the 19th; and a party being immediately 


ſent in queſt of them, their bodies were 
found daſhed to pieces behind the rock ; the' 
rope by which they were to have deſcetided” 
being many yards too ſhort. The enemy 
were very active about their ſhips; eleven 


port-holes were opened in the ſide of a third; 

and on the 21ſt, they began to ſrengthen 

their larboard fides with ſome materials which 
X 2 
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appeared Bkeſjunk. The ęlaſticity and reſiſt· 


for the purpoſt. On: the land ſide they cons 
tinued collecting bruſlr- wood from all parts of 
the country, and had ſtrong parties at work, 
making faſcines. At the landing- place, ſtores 
of every ſpecies ere . diſembarked. 
On; the other hand, the garriſon, with un- 
wearied aſſid pity, made various difpoſitions 
to repel their attatkx. The Acping paliſades 
at, Waterport by this time were finiſhed, and 
the gateway barricaded, excepting a ſmall 
paſſage for the wicket,” To this poſt the Go- 
vernor ſeemed;-particularly; to attend. The 
intentions of the enemy were no longer my- 
ſterious: every preparation was therefore 
mage to give them a warm reception: an 
additional number of grates for heating ſhot; 
were, made and diſtributed along the Line 
5 and the na vy lowered their yards and 
top-maſts, tobe in reodineſs to act on ſhore 
at a moment's notice. 

A pri vateer xcbeque arrivedi on "the: 25th: 
from Leghorn;: with 1a Corſican. officer and 
twelve;priyates,, ho came to offer their ſer. 
vices as volunteejs duringthe approaching at- 
tack; which the, Governor accepted, and or- 
dered them to be entertained by different 
regiments' till the others arrived, who, they 
infermed us, were on their paſſage. In the 
Gage a large building, to the eaſt of the 

Catalonian camp, took fire, and was totally 
confumed ;. it had formerly been a barrack, 
but was now, as the deſerters informed 
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us, a granary for forage: and corn. We 
numbered: at- This time upwards ef a hundred 
pieces of .cannon in the artillery-park of the 
enemy. The 25th, the engineers began to 
mine a gallery from a place above Farring- 
don's battery, ' (Wills) to communicate 
through the rock to a notch or projection 
of the rock, below Green's Lodge, in which 
the Governor propoſed to make a battery. 
The 26th, another veſſel arrived from Algiers, 
and brought letters, acquainting us that it was 
univerſally believed in Spain, that the garri- 
ſon, from the magnitude of the preparations 
for the attack, inevitably muſt be taken be- 
ſore the end of July. The ſame day about 
noon, a large fleet appeared from the eaft, 
upwards of a hundred fail of which we ob- 
ſerved in the evening enter the Bay, and 
anchor between the river Palmones and Al- 
geziras. The ſucceeding morning we were 


enabled to make our obſervations on them: 


three were large and armed, one of them 
with a flag at her mizen : the reſt were ſhips 
with troops on board, and ſmall polacres and 
ſettees, ſuppoſed from their appearance to be 
laden with ſtores. In the courſe of the 27th, 
28th, and 29th, they landed, it was imagin- 
ed, about twelve battalions, which, calcu- 
lating at about ſeven hundred and fifty to 
each battalion, amounted to about nine thou- 
ſand men, if the regiments were complete. 
As the troops diſembarked, they encamped in 
the rear of the ſecond line, extending towards 
the horſe-barrack now called Buena-Yr/ta, 
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which, we underſtood: from the laſt deſerters, 
had been fitted up for the commander in 
Obief's quarters: others of them occupied the 
ground on the left of the firſt line, and on 
the right of the Catalonians, in an obtuſe 
direction up the hill toward the Queen of 
Spain's chair. Large parties were detached 
to 4 the military ſtores. 

A flag of truce came from the enemy on 
the — 2 with a letter from Mr. Anderſon, 
2 merchant who had left the garriſon ſome 
days before, and had been taken on his paſ- 
ſage to Faro. Before the purport of the flag 
was known, the Governor, ſpeaking to the 
officers near him, ſaid © he was ſuppoſed the 
6 Duke was arrived, and had ſent to ſummon 
the garriſon ; but he ſhould give him a ſhort 
«© anſwer, No,—No, —and. hopdd the gentle- 
« men” (addreſſing himſelf to the Officers 
preſent) © would all ſupport him.“ He had 
not, however, an opportunity of being ſo 


2 


| ſpiritedly laconic. The day following, we 


perceived a new encampment between the 
Catalonians and the left of the firſt line, and 
great additions were made to thoſe mentioned 
before. Six of their battering-ſhips were now 
in hand, and an univerſal activity was ob- 
ſerved throaghout their camp. The firing on 
hoth ſidesaried very little: if there were 
any difference in the number of rounds, the 
garriſon had the advantage. Our engineers 
at this time were employed in repairing the 
damaged and uneven platforms on the ſea- 


line batteries, and the as th in — of 
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the heavy ordnance, where they would act 
with greater execution and effect. Scarce a 


day now paſſed but veſſels of all denomina- 
tions arrived in the Bay, at the enemy's camp; 
the generality of which *feemed- daden with 
military ſtores and materials for the ſiege. 

June did not commence' with,any thing ex- 
traordinary-. The 2d, Brigadier Stanton 
died of a coup de ſoleil. The'cnemy, the fol- 
lowing day, pitched ſeveral” large tents to 
the ſouthward: of Algeziras, for the accom- 


modation of the workmen' employed jn fi 7 
ting up their ſhips. The 4th; being his 


Majeſty's birth-day, the laſt of our new. 


gun-boats was launched; and at noon the 


whole fired a ſalute, commencing with a ſalvo 
of forty-four guns /hotted, from the north 
front of the garriſon: the enemy's batteries 
inſtantly returned our land-fire, and in fo 


ſmart a manner as to convince us, they had 


prepared to retaliate. The following are the 
names of the gun-boats, and ſhips from which 
they were ang. 985 N 8 
(Revenge one 24 pr. 21 Men 


| Defiance one 24 do. 21 do. 
2 | Refotution one 18 do. 21 do. 
| 75 _ \Spitfire one 18 do, 21 do. 
rigate | 


Dreadnought one 18 do. 21 do. 
(Thunder one 18 do. 21 do. 


| Europa one 24 do. 21 do. 
From the | Terrible one 19 do. 21 do. 

Porcupine. Fury ., one 18 do. 21 do. 
frigate _ | Scourge . one 18 do, 21 do. 
Terror one 18 do. 21 do. 
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On (he, 5th e, 101 wy of double tents, 


ten in each row, were pitched near Barcelo a 
battery, at e Mr. M Gregor, a 


volunteer i in the yagd, was wounded the ſame 
y; by a ſhell; -of eben article the enemy's 
TRI * within a, day or two, had been 


mee Ee than, ufual. - The 6th, Captain 


Reden's was wounded in the 
en's lines. On the 7th, our artillery 


paged from the King's baſtion with red-hot 


ot, againſt. the Iriſhman's brig, which was 
randed: at, the back of the old mole. In 
firſt round, one of the artillery- men put- 
ting in. the ſhot, the fire by ſome means im- 
e , communicated to the cartridge, 
and the ynfortunate man was blown from the 
embraſure in ſome hundred, pieces: two 
others were alſo ſlightly wounded with the 
unexpected recoil of the carriage. The prac- 
tice after this accident was diſcontinued. In 
the evening, a ſhell fell into a quarter 
town, and carried away part of a chair, 


| which Enſign M'Kenzie, of the 93d, was 


ſitting: it 3 burſt in the room be- 
low, and lifted him and the chair from the 
floor, without farther injury. 

The enemy's inactivity in theit advanced 
batteries was ſufficiently compenſated by their 


diligeßce and celerity A Alzeziras : fix ſhips 


were now in great forwardriefs,; arid on the 10th 
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they began upon another. Of this interval 
of | tranguillity, as wermay call it, (though 
the enemy had not quite diſcontinued, their 
fire) the Governor took advantage, and em- 
ployed it with indefatigable zeal in campleting 
the works of the garriſon. New batteries 
bearing on Waterport, which appeared to be 
his grand object of defence, were opened in the 
Mooriſh . caſtle: a caiſſoned battery was alſo 
erected at upper Forbes 's, and ſome alterations 
made in the lines: moveable paliſades, with 
caſks of earth, ſand, &c, were. diſtributed 
in various parts along the line wall, to be 
ready in caſe a breach ſhould be efleQed and 
the out works at Land- port underwent ſome 
advantageous alterations, Two or three men 
about this time attempted to deſert; but * 
were all retaken. 

On the 11th, between ten and eleven 
o' clock, an unlucky ſhell from the enemy fell 
through the ſplinter- proof, at the door of the 
magazine on Princeſs Anne's battery (Willis's) 
and burſting, communicated to the powder, 
which inſtantly blew up. The exploſion was 
fo violent as to ſhake the whole rock, and 
throw the materials on both ſides an almoſt 
incredible way into the ſea. Three merlons 
on the weſt flank of the battery, with ſeveral 
unfortunate men who had run behind them 
for ſhelter, were forced down- from the level 
.of the platforms into the Prince's lines, which, 
with the Qneen's below, were almoſt filled 
with rubbiſh. The magazine near it happily 
eſcaped, though the. coor was thrown open 
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by the exploſion. Our loſs by this dreadful 


. was chiefly among the Worktnen who 
were employed on the flank of the battery: 

one drummer, and thirteen rank and file, 
were killed; three ſerjeants, three drummers, 
and nine rank and file, wounded. + Immedi- 
ately after the report of the exploſion, and 
on' the appearance of the large. column of 
ſmoke, the enemy gave a loud huzza: their 
drums beat to arms in the camp; and ſome 
perſons aver, that their firſt line aſſembled, 
and were actually on their march towards 
Fort St. Philip, but afterwards returned. As 
the engineers, after the accident, got together 
the remains of the party, to effectually ſecure 
the magazine which had ſo miraculouſly 
eſcaped, the enemy continued the cannonade 
the remainder of the day; and, as if fate was 
reſolved at that particular time to ſport with 
our anxiety, in the courſe of this firing two 
other ſhells fell upon the remaining magazine, 
and one into the very ſplinter-proof in front 
of the door: happily the latter did not go 
through ; for, if it had, this magazine might 
have thared the fate of its neighbour, and 


the whole of the batteries at Willis's have 


probably been materza/ly injured. Princeſs 
Anne's battery, the flank of it excepted, was 
not conſiderably. damaged: the caiſſoned 
merlons were much ſhaken, and the batte 

filled with rubbiſh; however, before night 
the whole was cleared away, and ſeveral 
rounds fired from that battery, as well as from 
the other batteries, to convince the enemy 
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that the misfortune was not of ſo much im- 
portance as they probably imagined: indeed, 
from ſo dreadful an accident, it was wonderful 

that the injury Was not off "greater | con- 
ſequence. 

The navy, on the 14; under the Jes. 
tion of the engineers, began to caiſſon the 
weſt face of the New-mole fort. About ſun- 
ſet, a ſoldier of the 58th regiment, who had 
lately joined in the Vernon, deſerted from 
Land-port : at night a picquet was ordered to 
reinforce that guard. The 14th, a French 
frigate, with eighteen 'or nineteen polacres, 
&c. arrived in the bay. The ſame afternoon, 
a xebeque, returning to Algeziras, from the 
eaſt, ſtood in ſo cloſe to the garriſon, that ſhe 
was perplexed by the eddy-winds, and re- 
mained a conſiderable time ftationary : the 
garriſon fired upon her, and the gun-boats 
were manned, and rowed out to attack her; 
but two of the enemy's boats, coming to her 
aſſiſtance, towed her head round; and ſoon 
after, a breeze carried her out of all danger. 
If our boats had got out a little earlier, ſhe 
might have been roughly handled; and ſome 
were ſanguine enough to think the might 
have been taken. 

As boats were conſtantly detached by: the 
navy at night-fall, to row guard at ſome diſ- 
tance from the garriſon, and give information 
of the approach of the gun- boats, or any 
other veſſels, curioſity often prompted them 
to approach the enemy's ſhore; and for ſome 


preceding nights they reported, that they 
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heard, at Algeziras, a noiſe like that of men 
hard at . work; whence we concluded, their 
impatience to finiſn their battering-ſhips 
made them embrace all opportunities, both by 
day and night. The 16th, a new camp was 
obſerved between the Grand magazine and the 
Orange-grove. The battalion which occupied 
it were ſuppoſed to be diſembarked from the 
ſmall convoy. which arrived on the 14th. At 
night, a noiſe of boats was diſtinctly heard 
from our prames, at ſome diſtance — bay: 
it however ceaſed on a gun being fired towards 
that quarter. This circumſtance occaſioned 
new ſignals to be appointed for the prames. 
The 97th regiment, on the 17th, for the firſt 
time, gave a picquet of forty men. The fol- 
lowing day, Hardenberg's regiment was or- 
dered, in caſe of an alarm, to act with the 

58th at Europa, inſtead of marching to town. 
In the afternoon, a French convoy, of up- 
wards of ſixty ſail, under three frigates, an- 
chored in the-bay, off the Guadaranque, from 
the eaſt. As moſt of the ſhips had troops on 
board, we concluded it was the French rein- 
forcement, of which we had received previous 
information, The following evening, ſeveral 
Spaniſh and French gencral officers, with their 
ſuites, viſited the lines; where they remained, 

excepting one general, who, accompanied by 
an artillery officer and an engineer, came for- 
ward to the advanced works, and ſtood ſome 
time in front of the St. Martin's battery. 
At this time, a groupe of thoſe who remain- 
ed i in the lines were aſſembled on the glacis : 
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arrogance. The 2oth and 2 1ſt tne French 
troops diſembarked, and encamped to the eaſt 
of the Stone quarry, immediately under the 
Queen of Spain's chair. 

As affairs were daily becoming more ſerious, 
the ſerjeants, and ſuch drummers of the gar- 
riſon as were able, were ordered in caſe of 
alarm to turn out with firelocks and accoutre- 
ments; which were accordingly delivered to 
the different regiments from the grand ſtore. 
The Governor ſeemed determined to have no 
idle hands iii the place at ſuch a critical time. 
Muſicians, who before had been exempted 
from duty, alſo returned to the uſe of the fire- 
lock and ſhovel. 

The morning of the 21ſt, two Genoeſe, 
formerly inhabitants of the garriſon, who had 
been taken by the enemy in a ſettee bound 
for Gibraltar, made their eſcape in a boat 
from a priſon-ſhip at Algeziras. They in- 
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formed us that the grand attack was fixed to 
be in September; 55 that all, both 1 failors and 


| fer, » were 5 averſe, to the, . 
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This ſudden 2 induced us to conclude 
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T H E court of Madrid, Mart ele — — 
tion ſeemed bent upon the recovery of Gib-· 
raltar, had hitherto found all her attempts, 
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whether by ſea or land, totally ineffectual; 
and the repꝑytedglifgraæce whychiher arms had 
ſuffered, could not fail to mortify her pride. 
. ne — TWO 
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French engineer of (grcatropute; and Admiral 
Moreno... The former had prehected a plan, 
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Moſt Catholic Majeſty, for attacking the 
place with battering-ſhips, conſtructed upon 
ſuch principles, that they were equally con- 


ſidered as impregnable and incombuſiible ;, and 
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ſelf equally eminent with the general in the 
preceding conqueſt of Minorca. Under com- 
manders of ſuch diſtinguiſhed ability, aided 
by every combination of force which human 
invention could deviſe, we need not in the 
leaſt wonder at the flattering idea, univerſally 
formed by the nation, of the event. | 
General Eliott, on the oppoſite ſide, unaw- 
ed by the impending ſtorm, provided for every 
circumſtance which might occur: though ſur- 
rounded on every hand with enemies, and far 
diſtant from any hopes of relief and aſſiſtance; 
yet he repoſed ſuch confidence inthe vigorous 
and united exertions of the little army under 
his command, whom he had already found 
ſuperior to the greateſt hardſhips, that he was 
not apprehenſive of truſting the event to the 
deciſion of that fortune, which had been ſo 
2 favourable to the intereſts of the garri- 
l 9 * 
The 24th of June, the garriſon began to 
practice ' parapet-firing, with ball, at caſks 
placed at different diſtances in the Bay. Two 
days following, the enemy's cannon” were all 
under metal; and their advanced ſentries and 
guards were reinforced. At Algeziras they 
ſill continued to work on ſeven ſhips; and 
in camp numerous parties were employed 
in landing great quantities of ſtores, and in 
ranging ordnance, &c. in their artillery-park. 
Early on the morning of the aythꝗ the Cap- 
tain of the Oneen's-lines guard challenged 
two perſons who had approached to Forbess 
barrier; one of W they were 
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obſerved, cried out in French, “Don't fire!” 


after which both inſtantly ran away towards 
the lines. In their retreat one of them fell; 
and his cloak coming unfolded, our ſentries 
could diſtinguiſh that his uniform was white; 
which circumſtance, added to that of their 


ſpeaking French, induced us to conclude they 


were officers of that nation. A per fon of diſ- 
tinction, ſuppoſed to be the Duke de Crillon, 
on the goth, viſited the lines and advanced 
works. Our artillery fired a ſhot over him 
and his ſuite, to ſhew them that they were 
obſerved. At night, a ſoldier of the 56th, 
attempting to deſert from the ſignal-houſe 
guard, was daſhed to pieces in his deſcent. 
The next day his body was expoſed as a pub- 
lic ſpectacle, to intimidate others from pro- 
voking a ſimilar fate. * 131 

In the beginning of July, the TEx Ta ſhip 
had been in hands two or three days; and 
the enemy's artificers were at work on the 
tops of thoſe which were in the greateſt for- 
wardneſs, placing ſtrong timbers, in form of 
a dos d dne, to ſerve as bomb-proofs. At night 
they raiſed their parallel ſeveral faſcines in 


height, and banked it up in front with ſand. 


Though the enemy's batteries had continued 
filent ſince the 22d of June, the garriſon per- 
ſe vered in a briſk diſcharge, directing their fire 
to all parts of the lines, as well as the advanced 
works, The evening. of the ad, a party. of 
the enemy. advanced to Bay- ſide barrier; but 
F&veral rounds of grape, which were fired 
from Willis's, ſoon forced them to retire. 


—— 
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The ſucceeding evening they again attempt- 
ed to take poſt there, and met with a ſimilar 
reception. Our navy, under the direction of 
an engineer, about this time repaired the 
boom of Waterport, and ſunk anchors in the 
ſhallow water at the back of the Old mole. 
The enemy, though we expected it, never 
moleſted them in this duty: indeed they 
ſeemed too intent upon their own operations, 
to pay attention to any of ours. 

The ſucceſs attending our progreſs in the 
gallery above Farringdon's battery, produced 
the idea of making a communication from the 
extremity of the King's, to the Queen's lines; 
and on the 6th, a party. of miners began this 
new ſubterranean paſlage. - Early-the day fol- 
lowing, a brig coming in from the weſt, was 
taken by a-xebeque, and carried into Alge- 
ziras. If the maſter of this veſſel had acted 
prudently, he might probably have eſcaped. 
On his firſt appearance he coaſted under 
French colours; but being abreaſt of the 
point, and obſerving a felucca ſtanding out 
to ſpeak him, he hoiſted Britiſh, and fired a 
ſhot. This circumſtance ſpread the alarm: 
four or five gun-boats immediately rowed out, 
and oppoſed her paſſage, till a debe came 
up and ran her aboard. 

The afternoon of the 18th, an extraordi- 
nary inſtance of gallantry and preſence of 
mind occurred at the laboratory adjoining the 
South baſtion. An artillery-man (named 
Hartley) was employed in the laboratory, fill- 
ing ſhells with Carcaſs compoſition,” and driv- 

72 | 


324 HISTORY OF THE LATE 7782, 


ing fuſes into five and half, and fix-inch 
ſhells: one of them, by ſome unaccountable 
accident, took fire in the operation; and al- 
though he was ſurrounded with unfixed fuſes, 
loaded ſhells, compoſition, &c. with the moſt 
aſtoniſhing coolneſs he carried out the ed 
thell, and threw it where it could do little or 
no harm; and two ſeconds had ſcarcely elapſ- 
ed before it diſploded. If the ſhell had burſt 
in the laboratory, it is almoſt certain tlie 
whole would have been blown up; when the 
loſs in fixed ammunition, fufes, &c. &c. 
would have been irreparable, excluſive of 
the damage which the fortifications would 
have ſuffered - from the exploſion, and the 
lives that might have been loſt. He was 
handſomely rewarded by the Governor. The 
night of the roth, a ſoldier of De la Motte's, 
who had been miſſing from the 5th, was diſ- 
covered by the quarter-guard of that regi- 
ment ſtealing bread from the men's tents : he 
was inſtantly purſued, but could not be over- 
taken: the next day however he was found 
concealed in a cave. Two others had alfo 
been retaken within a few preceding days. 
Such attention had been paid to ſcarping the 
back of the rock, that it was little ſhort of 
madneſs in theſe wretches, at this period, to 
attempt deſertion. N 

Some experiments were made, in the be- 
inning of this month, with large ſtones, eut 
to fit the calibre of a thirteen-inch mortar. 
The ſtones had a ſmall hole drilled in the 
centre, which being filled with a ſufficient 
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| 2 of powder, they were fired with a 
t fuſe, to burſt over the enemy's works; 
and the fragments were expected to do ſome 
damage, as well as alarm their workmen, 
It was an unuſual mode of annoyance, and 
for its novelty was uſed for ſome time, but 
was ſoon laid aſide. The 11th in the after- 
noon, four ſailors, under pretence of viſiting 
ſome fiſhing-pots, deſerted to the enemy. 
Two of them were concerned in the conſpi- 
racy to run away with the Speedwell cutter, 
as mentioned, ſome months before. The 
following evening, a ſerjeant of the ad re- 
giment, who had abſented himſelf - ſeveral 
days from his corps, and who, previous to 
his abſence, had left a letter ſignifying his 
intention to deſert, was retaken half way 
down the rock, between Charles the Vth's 
wall and Mount Miſery, He was ſo ſituated 
as to be unable to deſcend or return, and was 
at length obliged to cry for aſſiſtance; which 
being heard by the guard at the former poſt, 
ſearch was made for the unhappy man, and 
he was afterwards executed. 
A deſerter from the regiment of Bechart 
came in on the 14th : he acquainted us, that 
the Duke de Crillon had aſſumed the com- 
mand of the ſiege, and that General Don 
Alvarez had quitted the camp; that the 
combined army conſiſted of forty-five. battay 
lions of infantry, including eight French bat. 
- talions, two battalions of Spaniſh, and four 
companies of French artillery, beſides ca- 
valry; but, owing to deſertion heir num- 
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bers were conſiderably diminiſhed. The 
battering-ſhips, he ſaid, were to have on 
board French artillery ; and it was reported 
they would be completed in about ſix weeks, 
the time we had calculated, ourſelves, from 
- obſervations. on their progreſs. About this 
period, additional forges for heating ſhots were 
eſtabliſhed in different parts of the garriſon, 
with all the proper apparatus. The 1 th, the 
enemy laid a boom of ſpars from the breakers 
north of the iſland at Algeziras towards the 
northward : ſome few days afterwards it was 
contiderably lengthened, and the gun-boats 
were ranged in front of it: a boom was alſo 
placed between the iſland and the main land. 
We concluded theſe obſtructions were in- 
tended to defend their battering-ſhips from 
any attempts we might make (before they 
were completed) to deftroy them. The ſame 
day, an embraſure was opened in the face of 
the rock, communicating with the gallery 
above Farringdon's : the mine was loaded 
with an unuſual quantity ef powder, and 
the exploſion was fo amazingly loud, that 
| almoſt the whole of the enemy's camp turned 
out at the report: but what muſt their ſur- 
priſe be, when they obſerved whence the 
ſmoke iffued!— The original intention of this 
opening, was to communicate air to the work- 
men, who before were almoſt ſuffocated with 
the ſmoke which remained after blowing the 
different mines; but, on examining the aper- 
ture more cloſely, an idea was conceived of 
mounting a gun to bear on ail the enemy's 
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batteries, excepting Fort Barbara: accordingly 
orders were given to enlarge the inner part for 
the recoil; and, when finiſhed, a twenty-four 
pounder was mounted &. 
The 18th, a ſoldier of the 56th regiment, 

who had eſcaped from the quarter- guard ſome 
days before, and who, it is 1magined, had 
endeavoured: to deſert, ſurrendered himſelf 
voluntarily to the main- guard. One of the 
58th, and another of the ꝙyth regiment, had 
got off in the former part of the month: the 
diſcouragemert, however, which had of late 
attended theſe deluded wretches, we were in 
hopes would now deter others from attempt- 
ing to abandon their colours at this critical 
juncture, 201 

Our artillery, as the firing was very 1ncon- 
ſiderable, were now chiefly engaged in pre- 
paring ſhells and carcaſſes to be uſed againſt 
the enemy's ſhips. The engineers were alſo 
equally indefatigable in their department. 
On the part of the beſiegers, multitudes of 
mules were conſtantly employed in different 
duties in their camp, and large parties conti- 
nued to land military ſtores and powder at the 
Orange-grove. The 25th, the St. Philip's 


* This work was proſecuted with ſuch ſucceſs, that fonr, if 
not five guns were mounted in the gallery, before the ſubſe- 
quent September : and in a little more than twelve months 
from the day the engineers commenced, it was advanced to 
the projection of the rock, where the Governor purpoſed to 
make a battery; which afterwards was effected, and is now 
diſtinguiſhed by the name of St. George's Hall. As this 
wonderful work was not however finiſhed during the author's 
reſidence in Gibraltar, he will not pretend to give the reader 
any further particulars concerning it. NE" 
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Caſtle and HeQor cutter arrived from the 
eaſtward, and communicated the agregable 
news of the entire defeat of the French fleet 
in the Weſt-Indies, by Admiral Sir George 
Rodney, with the capture of the . Ville de 


Paris, and the French Admiral the Count de 


Graſſe. In conſequence of this victory, a 
grand ſalute was fired at noon ; and in the 
evening a feu-de-yore by the troops drawn up 
from the Grand-battery to the New-mole fort, 
Signor Leonetti, nephew to Paſcal Paoli, the 
celebrated Corſican general, with tvo officers, 


a chaplain, and ſixty-eight volunteers, came 


as paſſengers in theſe veſſels, to offer their 
ſervices to the Governor. In the courſe of 
the ſame day, our engineers began to fix a 
chevaux-de-friſe from the foot of Land-port 
glacis, adjoining Waterport, to the floping 
paliſades on the cauſeway; and thence to be 
continued acroſs the inundation to the ad- 
vanced covert-way, leading to Lower Forbes's 
barrier. The enemy did not moleſt the party 
on this duty; which to us appeared very 
extraordinary. | TY Pept 

A boat arrived, on the 26th, with two 
packets from Faro, which mentioned, that 
the enemy's preparations for the attac, would 
be complete by the middle of Auguſt, and 
that all the boats along the coaſt in the vici- 
nity of Cadiz were already engaged to embark 
troops for the expedition. A private letter 
by this boat gave us ſome general] information 
of the immenſe preparations which were 
making, and ſome idea of the conſtruction of 
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the new-invented veſſels, which had inſpired 
the enemy with ſuch confidence of ſucceſs. 
It recited, © That ten ſhips were to be forti- 
cc fied ſix or ſeven feet thick, on the larboard 
„ ſide, with green timber bolted with iron, 
“ cork, junk, and raw hides ; which were to 
carry guns of heavy metal, and be bomb- 
* proof on the top, with a deſcent for the 
“ ſhells to flife off: that theſe veſſels, which 
they ſuppoſed would be impregnable, were 
© to be moored within half gun-ſhot of the 
© walls with iron chains; and large boats 
* with mantlets were to lie off at ſome diſ- 
5 tance, full of troops, to aſſiſt, and be ready 
eto take advantage of occurrences ;. that the 
% mantlets of theſe boats were to be formed 
« with hinges to fall down, to facilitate their 
* landing; that they were to have forty 
* thouſand men in camp, and the principal 
c attack was to be made by ſea, to be covered 
* by a ſquadron of men of war, with bomb- 
« ketches, floating-batteries, gun and mor- 
“e tar-boats, &c. and that the Count d' Artois, 
« brother to the King of France, with other 
great perſonages, was to be preſent at the 
«. attack.” : => . | 
Towards the concluſion of the month, our 
atention was engaged for ſeveral nights ſuc- 
ceſſively by a great noiſe on the Iſthmus, like 
that of a large body of men at work : a few 
light balls were thrown in different parts, to 
diſcover whence it proceeded, but we could 
never diſcern any men, except their patroles: 
it was therefore imagined theſe parties were 
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employed within the lines. The 29th, the 


wooden buildings in the navy-yard, at the 
New mole, were taken down, and remov- 
cd to Roſia, where they were afterwards 


re-eſtabliſhed on an enlarged plan. As the 


communications along the line- wall, &c. to 
the Northward, were expected to be much 
expoſed to the enemy's fire, when the ſhips 
were brought before the walls, the Engineers, 
about this time, began a covert-way along 
the rampart, from Orange's baſtion to the 
grand parade, and thence to be continued to 


South port: this was done by clearing away 


tlie rubbiſh from the old houſes immediately 
under the works, and filling others up, 
which alſo ſerved as traverſes againſt the 
land- batteries. Another covert-way was 
like wiſe made, to communicate from the Prin- 
ceſs of Wales's lines with the South barracks. 
The 41ſt, upwards of a hundred covered wag- 
gons came to the enemy's line from the camp, 
ſuppoſed to be laden with ammunition and 
- ſtores for the batteries. 
Appearances became daily more important, 
in the month of Auguſt. The enemy's ar- 
tificers were remarkably diligent at Alge- 
ziras, and the cruiſers became more attentive 
to the blockade. They were particularly 


ſuſpicious of every veſſel which came in ſight 


from the weſt; and the gun- boats were ſtati- 
oned out as night-cruiſers; which probably 
was the reaſon why we had not been for 
ſome time viſited ' by them. In their camp 


every perſon ſeemed employed; and their 
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depots of faſcines and pickets were very con- 
ſiderable, notwithſtanding the quantities con- 
tinually removed to the lines. Nor were we 
leſs active in taking advantage of this inter- 
val: large and lofty traverſes were raiſed along 
the line-wall; new communications were 
made at Willis's; the flank of the Princeſs 
Anne's battery was rebuilt, and heavy metal 
mounted, to bear over Water-port. The 4th, 
the Corſican Volunteers were formed into 


an independent corps, under Signor Leonetti, 


who was appointed. Captain Commandant. 
The company conſiſted of a Captain, and 
Captain Lieutenant, firſt and ſecond Lieute- 


nants, one Adjutant, one Chaplain, four Ser- 


jeants, four Corporals, two Drummers, and 
ſixty-eigkt privates. They were armed with 


a firelack and bayonet, each a horſe-piſtol 


ſlung on the left fide, and two cartridge- 
boxes. The Governor quartered them on 
Windmill-hill, and committed that” poſt to 
their charge. 

As the completing of the ſubterranean 
communication from the King's to the Queen's 
lines appeared (from the difficulty at that 
time attending the reinforeing of the latter, 
in caſe of an alarm) to be an object of great 
importance, the Governor, on the 5th, order- 
ed all the miners in the differentr egiments 
into the King's works, to proſecute it with 
greater diligence, and aſſiſt in the gallery 
above Farringdon's, which now extended a 


hundred and __ feet in the ſolid rock, The 
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ſame day, the enemy removed the old maſts 
out of ſeveral of the. battering-ſhips, ſubſti- 
:ating jury-maſts in their places. Three hulls 
now appeared nearly finiſhed, The evening 
af-the 6th, the Governor thought proper to 
detach a truſty ſerjeant, with four men, from 
Land-port, to a receſs in the rock under the 
Queen's lines, near Lower Forbes's, with or- 
ders to advance a ſentry to the barrier, who 
was to liſten attentively to what was tranſaQ- 
ing upon the neutral ground; but by no means 
to fire, except in his own defence. This 
party was to withdraw at the g prey of the 
morning, that __ * 2 not be ob rved by 
the enemy. 

The 7th, came in a doſencer who had been 
formerly in our ſervice at Minorca, He ſwam 
from behind Fort Barbara, and landed at the 
Devil's tower; near which place he met a 
patrole of cavalry, but throwing himſelf on 
the ground, was not obſerved. He ſaid the 
Duke was reſolved to fire the 25th inſtant; 
and from the prodigious number of mortars 
mounted in the lines, reports were induſtri- 
ouſly propagated in the camp, that our ord- 
nance would ſoon be ſilenced by their ſupe- 
rior fire, and the batteries beaten to powder. 
He further acquainted us, that there were 
thirty- four thouſand men in camp, and but lit- 
tle 1ntercourſe betwen the Spaniards and their 
_ who were principally new levies, and 
rery little diſciplined ; concluding with a con- 
Arn atich of the laſt intelligence, that the ſol- 
diers in general ſo diſreliſhed the buſineſs, 
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that many daily deſerted with their arms into 
the country. We continued to fire a few light 
balls at night, for fear the enemy ſhould 
make any addition to their advanced works, 
which, from the immenſe quantity of mate- 
rials brought to the lines, we ſuſpected would 
be commenced very ſoon; and as it was ap- 
prehended their advances would be made to 
the eaſtward, the guns at Willis's and the 
heights bearing towards that quarter, were 
loaded with grape, to be more effectual in 
the execution, in caſe they were diſcovered. 
On the iith, the 72d regiment, which was 
quartered in the baſtions in town, independent 
of their quota towards the other duties of 
the garriſon, voluntarily offered to aſſiſt in 
making the new covered- way from the grand 
parade to Orange's baſtion; and a hundred 
of them were immediately employed. /The 
Governor however, as a compenſation for 
their zeal, ordered them to be paid as real- 
men, (that is, to receive two reals each per 
day; which is equal, at par, to about 9d. 
ſterling) with the addition to each man of a 
pint of grog. is | 

The enemy, on the 13th, got up the maſts 
and yards in ſeveral ſhips, and bent the fails 
of two: but from the appearance of the 
whole, we did not think they could be finiſh- 
ed by the 25th. Some few days before, they 
| lined the upper port-holes of the two-deckers 
with tin; to protect, as we imagined, the 
cheeks of the ports from being burnt by the 
conſtant firing of the cannon. In the eyen- 
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ing, the 97th regiment furniſhed, for the firſt 
time, a working-party of a hundred and 
twenty men, to remove ſhip-titnbers from the 
New mole, to Montague's baſtion, where the 
engineers nr to erect a cavalier for two 
uns. 
About chi- time, a ſpecies of influent 
10 its appearance on board the frigates in 
the Mole, and ſoon communicated with the 
garriſon. Its general ſymptoms were ſudden 
pains, accompanied with a dizzineſs in the 
head; though others were affected in a diffe- 
rent manner. For ſeveral days near a hun- 
dred men were daily taken to the w ae 
bat. bleeding, and a night's reſt, uſually re 
moved it. It was attributed, at that time, to 
the extraordinary heat of the atmoſphere, 
which was unuſually warm, owing to the pro- 
digious fires made by the Spaniards on the 
neighbouring hills, and the ſtagnant ſtate of 
the air: but we have ſince learned that it was 
univerſal over Europe; and we had reaſon, 
at that _ to think the enemy were not leſs 
affected by it. 

A general officer, ſuppoſed to be the Duke, 
viſited, on the x5th, the advanced works; 
which, we afterwards ſuppoſed, was to re- 
connoitre the ground, previous to entering 
upon the ſucceeding additions which were 
made to the parallel; for the fubſequenf 
morning at day-break, to our great aſtoniſh- 
ment, we diſcovered that they had raiſed, 
during the preceding night, a very ftrong and 
lofty epaulement, in extent about five hun- 
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dred yards, connecting the parallel to the eaſ- 
tern breach, with a communication near a 
thouſand three hundred yards long, extending 
from the principal barrier of the lines to the 


- eaſt end of the epaulement. Their works 


now embraced each ſhore of the iſthmus, and 
fully completed the firſt parallel, The com- 
munication, or boyan, (as it was diſtinguiſhed 
by our engineers) conſiſted of caſks filled with 
ſand, which was alſo thrown up in front, -- 
having traverſes at equal diſtances in the rear, 
made of caſks and faſcines: but the epaule- 
ment appeared to be raiſed entirely with ſand- 
bags, from ten to twelve feet high, with a 
thickneſs. proportionable ; and all together 


was a moſt ſtupendous work. Its purpoſe 


however was not immediately pointed out. 
To ere theſe new additions in ſo ſhort a 


time, we computed, at a moderate calcula- 


tion, muſt have employed ten thouſand men; 
which was afterwards confirmed to us by their 
officers: and for ſo numerous a party to be at 
work within eight hundred yards of the gar- 
riſon, and not be diſcovered, muſt appear to 
a perſon not preſent almoſt incredible. We 
threw a few light balls whilſt they were at 
work, one of which, we afterwards learned, 
greatly alarmed them ; but, finding they were 
not diſcovered, they reſumed their occupa- 
tion, and withdrew in the morning unob- 
ſerved. The Spaniſh gazette deſcribed this 
parallel as of two hundred and thirty toiſes* 


A toiſe is equal to our fathom, or ſix feet. 
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in length; and added, that à million ix un- 
ared thouſand ſand-bags were uſed in raiſing 
it. The communication it mentioned to 
have been in length ſix hundred and thirty 
toiſes, and formed of faſcines and caſſes. The 
Governor at night did not order an increafe of 
firing on the new works: a few rounds were 
diſcharged, with ſeveral carcaffes and light 
balls; but the latter were almoſt immediately 
extinguiſhed. ns „„ 
The night of the 15th, the enemy brought 
a great number of caſks, pickets, and faſ- 
cines, to the rear of the eaſtern communica- 
tion, which was raiſed ſome little near the 
bartier. They alſo erected three epaulements 
with ſhoulders, of ſand-bags, for mortar-bat- 
teries, in the parallel, Two were to the 
weſtward, and the third to the eaſtward of the 
Mahon battery. Le e 
The morning of the 18th, we obſerved one 
of the battering-ſhips at anchor off Barcelo's 
battery. About noon, the men of war at Al- 
geziras were decorated with flags, as was cuſ- 
tomary on the celebration of a feſtival ; and, 
what did not eſcape our obſervation, the Eng- 
liſh enſign was at the main- top- gallant maſt- 
head of the Admiral's ſhip, with the Spaniſh 
enſign flying triumphantly over it. Soon af- 
ter, ſeven barges with crimſon awnings rowed 
from Algeziras to the Orange-grove, where 
tkey received on board ſome great perſonages, 
and returned to Algeziras, eſcorted by fifteen 
gun-boats, which repeatedly fired ſalutes, as 
did the men of war: on their return amongſt 
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the ſhipping, the battering-ſhips hoiſted their 
enfigns, and ſalutes were again fired by the 
men of war. 'The barges then proceeded to 
the battering-ſhip which was anchored apart 
- from the reſt, where they remained ſome 
time; and on the company's quitting the ſhip, 
the fired a ſalute of eight guns, and the boats 
went along-ſide the Admiral. About three, 
the battering-ſhip got under way, and failed 
to the northward, paſt the flag-thip : ſhe en- 
deavoured to ſail back, but in vain, and was 
obliged to be towed to her ſtation by ten gun- 
boats. At ſix o'clock, three barges only re- 
turned from theSpaniſh Admiralto the Orange- 
grove, and were ſaluted and reconducted with 
the ſame ceremony as before. We now 1ma= 
gined that the Count d'Artois was arrived, and 
theſe compliments were paid in conſequence 
of his dining on board the Spaniſh Admiral. 
Our firing at night was very briſk. The ſuc- 
ceeding morning we perceived that the enemy 
had conſtructed nine traverſes adjoining the 
eaſtern part of the epaulement, and had raiſed 
the boyau with faſcines. The epaulement 
for another mortar- battery was likewiſe erec- 
ted in the parallel oppoſite the centre re- 
doubt. At niglit the enemy were heard hard 
at work: our firing was conſequently in- 
creaſed by the addition of the lower batteries: 
the enemy did not return a ſhot. * 
On the 19th, a ſmall magazine blew up in 
the enemy's camp, near Buena-Viſta, which 
ſet a hut on fire. About noon, a flag of truce 
came from the Duke: the officer appeared to 
Z 
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be a perſon of rank, as the boat had a crim- 
fon awning, and the rowers were in uniforms. 
After paſſing and repaſſing ſeveral times, our 
boat returned with a prefent from the Duke 
to the Governor, of ice, fruit, vegetables, &c. 
The officers informed us that the ſalutes fired 
the preceding day were in compliment to the 
Count d'Artois, &c. The following was 
handed about as a genuine tranflation of the 
Duke's letter on this occafion ; therefore, 
without vouching for its anthentieity, it is 
here inſerted to gratify the curioſity of the 


reader. 
Camp of Buena-Vifta, 19thof Auguſt, 1782. 
« SIR, 


HIS Royal Highneſs Count d' Artois, who 
has received permiſſion from the King his 
brother to aſſiſt at the ſiege, as a volunteer 
© in the Combined Army, of which their 
* Moſt Chriſtian and Catholic Majeſties have 
© honoured me with the command, arrrved in 
this camp the ryth inſtant. This young 
Prince has been pleafed, in paſſing through 
Madrid, to take charge of ſome letters 
* which had been ſent to that capital from 
this place, and which are addreſſed to per- 
* ſons belonging to your garriſon: his Royal 
* Highneſs has deſired that I would tranſmit 
© them to you, and that to this mark of his 
- © goodneſs and attention I ſhould add the 
* ſtrongeſt expreſſions of eſteem for your per- 
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ſon and charadter. I feel the greateſt plea- 


ſure in giving this mark of condeſcenſion in 
this auguſt Prince, as it furniſhes me with a 


pretext, which I have been anxiouſly looking 
for theſe two months that I have been in 
camp, to aſſure you of the wn. x7 eſteem I 
have conceived for your Excellency, of the 
ſincereſt defire I feel of deſerving yours, and 
of the pleaſure to which I look forward of 


becoming your friend, after I ſhall have 


learned to render myſelf worthy of the ho- 
nour, by facing you as an enemy. His 
Highneſs the Duke de Bourbon, who arri- 
ved here twenty-four hours after the Count 
d'Artois, deſires alſo that I ſhould aſſure you 
of his particular eſteem. ; "IR 

Permit me, Sir, to offer a few trifles for 
your table, of which I am ſure you muſt 
ſtand in need, as I know you live entirely 
upon vegetables : I ſhould be glad to know 


what kind you like beſt. I ſhall add a few 


game for the Gentlemen of your houſehold, 
and ſome ice, which I preſume will not be 
diſagreeable in the exceſſive heat of this 
climate at this ſeaſon of the year. I hope 
yon will be obliging enough to accept the 
ſmall portion which I ſend with this letter. | 


I have the honour to be, &c. 


B. B. Duc ds CrILLON, 


His Excellency General EL Tor, Ge. 


Z 2 


340 HISTORY OF THE LATE (2782, 


The barge which brought the letter and pre- 
ſent, ranged at a ſhort diſtance along the 
town, from off the Old-mole head to Ragged- 
ſtaff, where ſhe was ſtopped by our flag; but 
being thought rather too near, as they might 
thence make what obſervations they choſe on 
our batteries, a ſhot was fired over her from 
the Repulſe prame; upon which ſhe rowed 
further out in the bay, and waited at a conſi- 
derable diſtance for the return of our flag. 
The night of the 19th, the enemy raiſed the 
ſemicircular parapet of the place d armes join- 
ing the eaſt flank of the St. Carlos's battery, 
with ſand-bags eight or nine feet high, ap- 
parently for a battery: they alſo made ſome 
conſiderable additions to the eaſtern works. 
The day following, a flag of truce went from 
the garriſon with an anſwer to the Duke's 
polite letter of the preceding day : the Go- 
vernor's letter was reported to be to the fol- 
lowing purpoſe. 


© Gibraltar, Auguſt the 20th, 1782. 
| \ The 81 R, 


II find myſelf highly honoured by your 
obliging letter of yeſterday, in which your 
Excellency was ſo kind as to inform me of 

the arrival in your camp of his Royal High- 
neſs the Count of d'Artois, and the Duke 

* de Bourbon, to ſerve as volunteers at the 

* fiege. Thefe Princes have ſhewn their 

judgment in making choice of a maſter in 
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the art of war, whoſe abilities cannot fail 


to form great warriors. I am overpowered 
with the condeſcenſion of His Royal High- 
neſs, in ſuffering ſome letters for perſons in 


this town to be conveyed from Madrid in his 


carriages, I flatter myſelf that your Excel- 
lency will give my moſt profound reſpect to 
His Royal Highneſs, and to the Duke de 
Bourbon, for the expreſſions of eſteem with 
which they have been pleaſed to honour ſo 
inſignificant a perſon as I am. 

© I return a thouſand thanks to your Excel- 
lency for your handſome preſent of fruits, 
vegetables, and game. You will excufe me 
however, I truſt, when I aſſure you, that in 
accepting your preſent I have broken 
through a reſolution to which I had faithful- 
ly adhered fince the beginning of the war ; 
and that was, never to receive or procure, 
by any means whatever, any provifions or 
other commodity for my own private uſe; 


ſo that, without any preference, every 


thing is ſold publickly here ; and the private 
ſoldier, if he has money, can become a 
purchaſer, as well. as the Governor. I con- 
teſs, I make it a point of honour to partake 
both of plenty and ſcarcity in common with 
the loweſt of my brave fellow ſoldiers. This 
furniſhes me with an excuſe for the liberty I 
now take, of entreating your Excellency 
not to heap any more favours on me of this 
kind, as in future I cannot convert your pre- 
ſents to my own private uſe. Indeed, to be 
plain with your Excellency, though vege- 
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tables at this ſeaſon are ſcarce with us, eve- 
ry man has got a quantity proportioned to 
the labour which he has beſtowed in raiſing 
them. The Engliſn are naturally fond of 
"gardening and cultivation; and here we 
find our amuſement in it, during the inter- 
vals of reſt from public duty. The promiſe 
which the Duke de Crillon makes, of ho- 
nouring me in proper time and place with his 
friendſhip, lays me under infinite obliga- 
tions. The intereſt of our Sovereigns being 
once ſolidly ſettled, I ſhall with eagerneſs 
embrace the firſt opportunity to avail myſelf 
of fo precious a treaſure. 


I have the honour to be, &c. 
« G. A. FEi1orr., 
« His Exceilency the Duke de Cri lon, &c. 


Our Artillery, on the night of the 20th, fired 


with great vivacity from the upper and lower 


batteries, in all directions; for the objects now 


were ſo divided, the parallel being upwards 


of half a mile in extent, that we could not 
always be certain where they were employed. 
In the morning we found they had raiſed the 
boyau, 'and made ſome alterations in the 


Weſtern works. The enemy's operations 
were not now .carried on in the ſame flow. 


manner as formerly: the Duke ſeemed de- 
termined to act with vigour, and aſtoniſn us 
by the rapidity with which he raiſed his bat- 
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teries. His army was numerous, and his or- 
ders (if we may credit report) with reſpect to 
materials, unlimited. Every exertion was 
therefore uſed to complete them with expedi- 


tion. Whilſt our opponents were ſo active, 
we were not on our parts indolent, or in- 


attentive to the defence of the garriſon. 
The late additions of the enemy made conſi- 
derable alterations neceſſary in the works at 
Willis's, &c. Our parties were therefore 
augmented, and employed in ſtrengthening 
the communications, repairing the ſplinter- 
proofs, and on other important duties of the 
ſame nature. Green's lodge and the Royal 
battery were ordered to be caiſſoned with 
ſhip-timber: the intrenched covert-way from 
the Princeſs of Wales's lines was continued, 
and ſloping paliſades placed under thoſe parts 
of the line-wall, from the Eight-gun baſtion. 
to the new mole, which were not well flanked 
from above. A boom of maſts was likewiſe 
laid from the former to the head of the wa- 
tering-tank, and anchors ſunk in the ſhallow 
water between that baſtion and Ragged-ſtaff.. 

The afternoon of the 21ſt, a carcaſs from 
Willis's ſet fire to ſome looſe faſcines in the 
rear of the Eaſtern boyau, which ſoon com- 
municated to the work - itſelf ; and the line 
for a conſiderable extent was involved in the 
flames. On the appearance of the ſmoke our 
lower batteries immediately opened, and a 
moſt animated cannonade was directed from 
the garriſon. A party of the enemy endea- 
voured to extinguiſh the fire; but finding 
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their efforts to ſtop its progreſs in vain, they 
gallantly pulled down the line on each ſide, 
to prevent the flames from ſpreading; which 
they-at length effected, but not without con- 
ſiderable loſs from our artillery. - For ſome 
time we imagined the enemy would remain 
filent ſpectators of the conflagration ; but an 
Othcer arriving at the lines about ſix o'clock, 
their batteries inſtantly returned the fire, ſe- 
conded ſoon after by the new thirteen-gun 
battery near the Tower: the latter, however, 
after four or five diſcharges, was ſilenced by 
the Old-mole-head howitzers. Our fire was 
ſo briſk, and ſo well ſerved, that it exceeded 
theirs by four to one, About half paſt ſeven 
the flames burnt out : and our additional ord- 
nance, as well as the enemy's battery, ceaſ- 
ed. In this ſhort firing they returned ſeven 
hundred and forty-three ſhot, and thirty-eight 
ſhells; and 'we expended in the twenty-four 
hours, including what were diſcharged on 
this occaſion, ninety barrels of powder. 
We had three men ſlightly wounded. In 
the prior part of the day, thirteen feluccas 
arrived in the Bay from the eaſt: ſome ima- 
gined they were intended for additional gun— 
boats; others, for debarking troops. The 
22d, the enemy had repaired the damage 
done by the fire the preceding day; but in 
the afternoon a ſimilar accident had nearly 
happened: a carcaſs was thrown into the 
St. Martin's battery, and took effect: but 
the guard exerted themſelves with ſuch ac- 
tivity and bra very, that it was ſoon extinguiſh- 
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ed, although our lower batteries were again 
opened to ſupport it. The- enemy were on 
this day totally ſilent. The ſucceeding night, 
they dreſſed and raiſed the new commmuni- 


cation, and made ſome additions to the eaſt- 


ern part of the parallel: they were alſo at 
work in their new mortar- batteries; and 
great quantities of materials were brought down 
to the lines, and into the advanced works. 

The 24th, the inhabitants in Hardy-town 
began carly to remove their bedding, &c. 
towards Europa: they were confident, from 
the information of the laſt deſerters, that the 
enemy would again open their batteries the 
ſucceeding day, being the anniverſary of 
St. Louis; and no perſuaſions could baniſh 
their apprehenſions. They were however 
convinced, the following day, that the Duke 
was not prepared, whatever his intentions 
might have been ſome weeks before. 

- The enemy being heard at work, on the 


| night of 4 24th, drew a warm fire from 


our batteries. In the morning we found 
they had raiſed additional traverſes to the 
ſand-bag epaulement, which now preſented 
a formidable battery of s1xTY-roUR cmbra- 
ſures, divided into four batteries of fourteen 
embraſures each, and one of eight; leaving 
a ſpace at the eaſtern extremity, as we con- 
cluded, for mortars. The, original epaule- 


ment remained entire, the additional merlons 


joining at proper intervals the front work, 
which ſerved to maſk the embraſures till the 


batteries were finiſhed. Several embraſures 


of the eight-gun battery they had already 
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tned with faſcines. Some additions were 
alſo made to the St. Carlos's battery, the pa- 
rapet of which was lengthened towards the 
weſt. The following night, the enemy, not- 
withſtanding a warm fire from the garriſon, 
erected three large magazines, and began a 
N in the rear of the ſixty-four- gun bat- 

: they likewiſe lined many of the em- 
ba with faſcines, and raiſed a ſand-bag 
traverſe to cover the communication from 
the weſt flank of the ſixty-four- gun battery 
to the parallel. 

The 26th, the Opeen Charlotte, Leonora, 
and Charles ordnance-ſhips, with the St. 
Philip's Caſtle, were ordered into the Mole to 
be run aſhore till the attack was decided. The 
ſeamen belonging to the frigates were em- 
ployed alſo, about this-time, in carrying fails 
and yards to erect tents for a camp at Euro- 
pa, where they were to be ſtationed when 
the Governor would think proper to order 
them on ſhore. In the evening about ten 
o'clock came in a deſerter, an Iriſhman who 
formerly had been in our fervice : he ſwam 
from the beach beyond Fort St. Philip, and 
attempted to land at Bay-ſide, but was fired 
upon by their advanced ſentries. He inform- 
us, it was reported that the Duke had intend- 


ed firing on the 25th, but was prevented from 


finiſhing his batteries ſo ſoon as he expect- 
ed, by the heavy fire from the garriſon; that 
in their endeavours to extinguiſh the flames 
on the preceding 2 ſſt, the party had ſuſtained 


very conſiderable loſs: a colonel and ſeven- 
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teen men of the regiment to which he be- 
longed were killed. He corroborated the 
intelligence, by the laſt deſerter, concerning 
the number of men in camp, and reſpecting 


the prevalence of deſertion. 


We did not diſcover any material additions 
the morning of the 27th: a fifth magazine 
was erected; alſo ſeveral traverſes in the 
rear of the parallel. Another of the batter- 
ing-ſhips anchored the ſame day off Barcelo's 


battery, apart from the reſt : as ſhe ſwung 


round with the tide, we had an opportunity 
of viewing with glaſſes the ſtarboard-ſide, 
which we perceived was not finiſhed like the 
oppoſite; the bomb-proof only extending 
about three parts over, leaving conſiderable 


openings between the ſtrong uprights which 


ſupported it from the deck, for the conveni- 
ent reception of men, proviſions, and am- 
munition. We obſerved, the ſame day, a 
great number of boats ranged along the ſhore 
at Algeziras. In the afternoon, the Repulſe 
prame came into the New mole; and the 
ſucceeding morning the Fortune and Van- 
guard were likewiſe withdrawn from the 
bay. At night the enemy erected a number 
of traverſes in rear of their parallel and 
battery, and finiſhed ſome interior work, as 
they had done the preceding night, though we 
kept up our uſual fire. 180 210 gat 
The enemy's ſquadron was reinforced on 
the 28th with ſix Spaniſh line-of-battle ſhips 
and a xebeque, under a commodore from the 
weſt. In the courſe of the day, two twen- 
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ty-four-pounders were taken up the hill to 
the gallery above Farringdon's, for the em- 
braſures already opened; and four hundred 
additional —— were ordered into the 
works. Upwards of fix hundred men were 
at this time daily employed at Willis's, cover- 
ing and ſtrengthening the flanks ; likewiſe in 
forming new-communications, with ſplinter- 
proofs, traverſes, &c. as the new battery en- 
filuded moſt of the old covered ways, and 
rendered a thorough change neceſſary in thoſe 
works, before the artillery. could be properly 
coyered. 'The communications in town and 
at the ſouth were therefore diſcontinued, till 
the above were put in the beſt ſtate of de- 
fence.and ſecurity. At duſk, three ſerjeants 
were poſted upon the Nor TH, KixG's and 
Sour baſtions, to obſerve and report the 
enemy's ſignals in camp, and along the coaſt. 
At might a deſerter from the Walons came 
over in the ſame manner as the laſt, He re- 
ported, that a very ſtrong party was ordered 
for work that evening; which induced the 
14 Governor to increaſe the firing from Wil- 
1 lis's, the lines, and lower- batteries. He fur- 
| ther acquainted us, that we killed numbers 
of their workmen ; and that the 15th of next 
month was fixed for opening upon the garri- 
ſon; but that all, even the volunters, were 
| diſheartened at the very thoughts of the at- 
| tack, Ninety pieces of cannon, he likewiſe 


ſaid, were brought into the ſixty-four- gun 
battery; which number was to be increaſed, 


to ſupply.the place of thoſe which might be 
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damaged, or over-heated, The night of the 
28th, the enemy raiſed more traverſes, and 
began communications to their magazines: a 
hundred and fifty*three of the former were 
erected behind the long boyau. They alſo 

worked upon the mortar-batteries, | 

It was about this period, that the Spaniſh 
twenty-ſix-pounders, with other guns of the 
ſame heavy nature, were diſtributed on the 
ſea-line in room of ordnance of ſmaller cali- 
bre, which were mounted in their places 
againſt the enemy's batteries. By this diſpoſi- 
tion, the Duke would not have it in his power- 
to return any of the ſhot we fired, as his can- 
non were all twenty-ſix-pounders; and the 
governor was enabled to retaliate on their 
ſhipping, thoſe ſhot which he had received 
from the land; annoying them by this means 
with their own weapons. Towards the con- 
cluſion of the month, the influenza had almoſt 
diſappeared : the working-parties were there- 
fore reinforced; though the heavy duty of the 
guards would with difficulty permit it: on 
the 29th, the engineers paraded upwards of 
ſeventeen hundred workmen, including non- 
commiſſioned officers. The enemy, on the 
night of the 2gth, raifed merlons for four em- 
braſures, joining the ſemi-circular ſand-bag 
epaulement, eaſt of St. Carlos's battery. Six 
battering-ſhips. were at anchor off Barcelo's 
battery on the goth. The ſame day, our 
ſeamen were ordered on ſhore, to encamp at 
Europa. At night, the artillery, in addition 
to their former fire, opened the Grand bat- 
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tery: it did not however prevent the enemy 
from platforming the ſixty-four-gun battery, 
and making further additions to the mortar- 
batteries. They alſo lined with faſcines the 
embraſures of the ſemi-circular four-gun bat- 
tery. Many hundred mules were ſtill em- 
ployed in bringing clay and faſcines to the 
parallel. Our fire was very deſtructive 


amongſt theſe animals, as well as their work- 


men ; two, three, and ſometimes more of the 
former, being frequently ſeen dead on the 


ſands at day-break. 


Our engineers, by the cloſe of the month, 


had extended Landport chevaux-de-friſe to the 


cauſeway, and begun the other acroſs the 


Tnundation. Carpenters were alſo engaged in 


caiſſoning the Royal and Green's-lodge batte- 
ries, and raiſing new traverſes at thoſe poſts. 
The enemy's ſquadron in the bay at this pe- 
riod was as follows: four line-of-battle ſhips, 
and one of fifty guns, (on board of which 


was the flag) two frigates, three cutters, four 


bomb-ketches, and ſmaller armed veſſels, 
were at Algeziras: two ſhips of the line were 
at anchor off the Orange-grove; and a fri- 


gate, with an armed brig, was at Cabrita. 


To theſe we may add the battering-ſhips and 
gun-boats. Since two of the men of war 
had removed nearer the enemy's camp, boats 
full of ſoldiers were frequently obſerved go- 
ing on board them; and as the guns were 


| Teen to be drawn back from the ports, and 
ſuddenly run out again, whilſt the troops 


were on board, we ſuſpected that they were 
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practiſing to work the guns, previous to their 

embarking on board the battering-ſhips. | 
Affairs ſeemed now drawing to a criſis : 

and, as every appearance indicated that the 


attack would not long bs deferred, the inhabi- 


tants, . apprehenſive of the conſequences, 
were wonderfully active in ſecuring them- 
ſelves and their property. The beſiegers 
wrought hard the night of the ziſt: two 
croſs-communications, lined with faſcines, 
were thrown up from the long boyau, leading 
to the parallel; one to the weſtern flank of 
the ſixty-four-gun battery, the other to the 
weſtward of the Mahon battery. Five tra- 
verſes were alſo erected within each of the 
new mortar-batteries, and magazines for am- 


munition began near them, joining the pa- 


rallel. We imagined they were likewiſe em- 
ployed in bringing down ordnance to the ad- 
vanced works. Our artillery amuſed them 
with a briſk fire; but the Governor rather 
objected to ſuch a quantity being at this time 
expended, as he was of opinion they were 
now too well covered in their batteries to be 
much annoyed; and we might afterwards 
have more occaſion for the ammunition. 
The evening of the iſt of September, a 
ſmall boat, manned with Engliſh ſailors, ſailed 
for Portugal. Lieut. Campbell, of the navy, 
failed in her with diſpatches from the Gover- 
nor for England. At night, the enemy erect- 
ed an epaulement of ſand-bags, apparently 
for two guns, adjoining the weſt flank of the 
Mahon battery; and raiſed, ſeveral faſcines 
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in height, the new communications. Some 
additions were likewiſe made to the maga- 


ines. Long ſtrings of mules ſtill continued 
bringing down faſcines and other materials, 


which were depoſited in different parts of 
their works. We imagined theſe animals 
alſo brought down ſhot and ſhells, as their 
piles in the artillery-park were conſiderably 
diminiſhed. In the garriſon, our engineers 
were indefatigable in raiſing defences againſt 
theſe formidable batteries; and coals were 
diftributed to the grates and furnaces for heat- 
ing ſhot. | 

We. perceived very little alteration in the 
operations of our opponents on the 3d : they 
lined the embraſures of the new two-gun 
battery, and added to the croſs-communica- 
tions. In the courſe of the day, their ſqua- 
dron was reinforced with two French men of 
war from the eaſtward ; which were con- 
duced into the bay by a Spaniſh frigate. 
The 4th, the enemy removed the guns from 
the two fourteen-gun batteries in the lines, 
and diſmounted moſt of the ordnance in the 
mortar- batteries; probably to repair the beds 
and platforms. 'The removing of the cannon 
from the former gave us no ſmall pleaſure, as 
we had experienced more fatal elle, during 
their late wanton bombardment and canno- 
nade from thoſe batteries, than from any other 


in their lines. The guns, we ſuppoſed, were 


brought forward to the parallel; for we ob- 
ſerved ten in the eaſtern extremity of the 
ſixty- four- gun battery. In the forenoon, ſix- 
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teen boats, with mantlets or barricades in the 


| bow, came from the river Palmones, and an- 


chored off the landing-place- beyond Point 
Mala: theſe, we concluded, were for the ſra- 


attack. About ſun-ſet, thoſe batteting- ſhips, 


which were finiſhed, removed from Algeziras 
to the Orange: grove: they ſailed rather hea- 
vily, and uſed ſweeps, notwithſtanding the 


breeze. About the ſame time, two grand ſa- 


lutes were fired by the French men of war. 
During the night of the 4th, the enemy's 
parties maſked the ſix weſtern embraſures of 
the St. Martin's battery, and. raiſed the para- 
pet with faſcines, intending, as we imagined, 
to convert it into a mortar- battery, as ſix 
mortars were ſeen, the preceding day, lying 
in the rear. The howitzers were alſo remov- 
ed from the Centre- redoubt, and ſome addi- 


tions made to the epaulement, in front of the 


St. Paſchal's battery, which was now. com- 
pane for. eight mortars. They likewiſe 
unk four deep excavations behind the eaſtern 
boyau, as reſervoirs for water, in caſe of fire. 
At night, another battering-ſhip joined the 
others at the Orange-grove : ſoon afterwards, 
the enemy ſhipped r on board them 
from the pier. Early on the 5th, a large 
body of men marched in a very irregular 
manner from Algeziras to the camp. We 
imagined they were the artificers who had. 

been employed upon the ſhips, and, were en- 
camped. ſouth of the tower; half of which, 
camp was now ſtruck. During the day, 
twenty-nine ſquare-ſailed boats arrived, (un- 

a 
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det convoy of an armed brig from the welt) 
and, with upwards of a hundred and twenty 
from Algeziras, aſſembled in a*line'off Roca- 
ditlo Point, at the mouth of Guadaranque. 
A large floating battery was alfo' towed out, 
and anchored at the entrance of the Pal- 
mones. Towards evening, about five hun- 
dred men, efeorted by à body of cavalry, 
embarked from the pier, on board the batter- 
ing-ſhips: the ſingular mode of conducting 
them to the beach could not fail to attract 
our notice, and to cauſe in us fome degree of 
furpriſe. About eight in the evening, a de- 
ſerter came in from the regiment of Naples: 
he reported that the '8th was named for the 
grand attack, and that all hands were actively 
employed in completing every thing in the 
feveral departments. t 

Few additions were perceived on the 6th : 
forme ſartd-bags were placed on the mortar- 
battery of the St. Martin's. In the forenoon, 
more boats joined the others at Rocadillo, 
from the weſt : the floating: battery was Tike- 
Wife towed to the pier near Point Mala. 
The Governor, the ſame day, made fome 
new arrangements in the garriſon detail. An 
additional field-officer was ordered to mount 
in the lines, to be independent of the field- 
officer in town; and the field-officers of the 
day, in future, were directed to make ſuch 
diſpoſition of the guards, picquets, and ord- 
nance in their ſeveral diſtricts, on every oe- 
caſion, as appeared to be moſt for the benefit 
of the fervice. A ſubaltern 1 was added to the 
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New-mole guard, who was at night to be de- 
tached with twenty men to the Mole-head ; 
and the picquets in future were ordered to 
mount fully accoutred, with ammunition 
complete. The 39th- regiment was alſo or- 
dered to town : the battalion companies to 
encamp in Southport ditch, and the grenadiers 


and light infantry to be garters in the pic- 


. 11841 * 
before occupied. by 


quet-yard bomb-proofs, before 
art of, the 7% regiment who on this diſpo- 
ition joined the reſt of 


Ff their regiment in 
ontague's and King's baſtions. -, 
The enemy's N on the land: ſide were 

now every hour advancing to perfection; but 
the Duke's attention towards completing them 
ſeemed ſo entirely to engage him, as in a great 
meaſure to prevent his taking the prudent 
precautions neceſſary for their defence The 
advanced batteries in the parallel were either 
unfiniſhed (though nearly completed) or un- 
dergoing ſuch, alterations, that the materials 
in their vicinity, greatly obſtructed the uſe of 
the ordnance which were mounted; and their 
batteries in the lines (except the forts) were 
in a ſimilar ſituation; the cannon, to permit 
the neceſſary repairs, being totally removed 
from ſome, and the mortafs drawn back or 
diſmounted in others. The forts, and ſome 
few mortar-batteries, were therefore the only. 
defences left to prete& theſe immenſe works 
from inſult and attack. This. tate of their 
works preſented an opportunity, in ſome re- 
ſpeAs not unlike that which dee Eliott 
had embraced in preceding year, when by 
a 2 
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an unexpected ſally he-gloriouſly deſtroyed the 
labours of ſo many months, The honour, 
however, of cauſing a ſecond diſgrace, was 
reſerved for Lieutenant General Boyd, the 
Lieutenant Governor, who, in the. forenoon 
of the 6th, recommended, by letter to. the 
Governor, the immediate uſe of red-hot ſhot 
againſt the land-batteries of the beſiegers. 
General Eliott acquieſced in the propoſal, and 
immediately ordered Major Lewis, the com- 
mandant of the artillery, to wait on Lieute- 
nant General Boyd for his inſtructions and 
commands, ſubmitting entirely to him the ex- 
ecution of the attack which he had projected. 
In conſequence of the Governor's aſſent, pre- 
parations were inſtantly made; and in a ort 
time every thing was properly arranged for 
the ſervice. In the interval, we muſt not 
however omit to take notice of the enemy's 
operations. E 

Early the morning of the th, ſeveral gun- 
boats were diſcovered off the Old-mole head, 


retiring from the garriſon; which we ima- 


gined had been ſounding under cover of the 
night. The garriſon-orders of this day con- 
tained the following arrangements: — The 
© marine brigade (which compoſed a corps of 
* about nine hundred men) to take rank on 
© ſhore according to the King's regulations; 
© Captain Curtis as colonel with the rank of 
© brigadier, Captain Gibſon as lieutenant- 
© colonel, Captain Bradſhaw as major, eight 
© lieutenants as captains, eighteen midſhip- 
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men as enſigus 3 aß he brigade to mount 
4 Europa- advance, and Little-bay guards. 
A picquet of the line to be detached every 
evening to the Prince s-lines, and an addi- 
tional ſubaltern at the ſame time to Land- 
port. One captain and eight privates to be 
added to Waterport-guard, whence a de- 
tachment of a ſubaltern and thirty men was 
to be ſent, at ſun-ſet, to the Old-mole head; 
which at ſecond gun-fire was to be joined 
by one of the captains. "Twelve privates 
to the main-guard, One ſerjeant, nine 
privates, and a gunner, to Ragged-ſtaff , 
* detaching a ſerjeant and fix men, with the 
© gunner, at retreat-beating, to the Wharf- 
© head” The alarm-poſts were alſo fixed 
as follows: The 3gth flank companies, to 
© take poſt on the North-baſtion town: three 
battalion companies of the ſame regiment, 
the South-baſtion ; the remaining five, at 
Ragged-ſtaff; extending towards the eight- 
gun baſtion. The 72d regiment: right, the 
North-baſtion town ; left,  Orange's-baſtion, 
extending as far further towards the King's-.. 
baſtion as poſſible. The 93d regiment, | 
(which was quartered at the ſouthward) to 
take poſt on the left of the 72d, towards 
the South-baſtion. Captain Martin's com- 
pany of artillery, the Grand-battery and 
aterport. Captain Lloyd's company, 
the King's and South baſtions.  Bxr- 
GADIER GENERAL  Preton to com- 
mand the corps in town. The Hano- 
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© verian ' brigade, from the eight un baſtion | 
J ſouth, to Prince, Edward's 'ba Pe inclu 

ſive, under the command, of Lieut, 10 
Dachenhaiifen. The 56th,regiment, South | 
parade. The 12th regiment, New-mole 

rade. The isn regiment, Roſia parade, 
Fe 58th regiment, in front. of their en- 
campment, detaching a flank company | 
through the. hole, in che wall upon Wind- 
F mill hill, to reinforce Europa: advance 

guard.“ (This regiment was to receive or- 
ders from Brigadier Curtis.) | The engi- 
« neers and artificers in two diviſions, one to 
5 aſſemble at the Eſplanade town, the other 
* at the Eſplanade ſouth.” It was recom- | 
mended at Yi ſame time to the commanding 
officers, to have a ſufficient reſerve in caſe 
of deficiencies, and to pay particular atten- 
tion td the flanks and redans which com- 
manded the front of the Line-wall. 

As the above exhibits the Governor's diſ- 
poſition of the troops, it will not improper 
to inſert in this place a detail of the guards 
which mounted in the garriſon at this period, 
with the ſtrength af the garriſon, and men 
daily on duty. The ſtrength of the garriſon, 
with the marine brigade, (including the of- 
ficers) in September, was about ſeven thou- 
ſand five hundred men; upwards of four 
hundred of whom were in the hoſpital. The 
nnmber daily upon duty is ſhown | in the fol- 
lowing abſtraQ, 


—_ 
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Guards - - 1091 Men, including Offic. 


Picquers, (including the addi- ; 
tions of the 12th) - : 613 ditto , 


Working-parties, under the excluſive of the En- 
Chief Engineer and te 7264 gineers and Over- 
Quaxter-maſter General, on ſeers, 

Fotal 3430 


beſides many who. were conſtantly employed 
as orderlies and aſſiſtants in the hoſpital, and 
in other departments in the garriſon. 
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In the evening of the 7th, a little before M 
midnight, two large lights appeared on the eſ 
ſhore weſt of the Orange-grove, forming a pe 
right line with our grand: battery; and at the de 
ſame time, two ſimilar fires were ſeen behind ef 
Fort St. Philip; whence, if a line was pro- W 
duced, it would to appearance have interſect- gr 
ed the former, about eight or nine hundred 
yards to the north-weſt of the Old-mole head. fi 
Theſe unuſual ſignals made many conjecture el 
that the enemy wers ſounding in that quar- ti 
ter. A few rounds were accordingly fired at Te 
intervals: in that direction n the North F 
baſtion. „ U 

By the morning of the 8th, the prepara- k 


tid; in the department of*the artillery, under r 
General Boyd's- directions, were eompleted';- 3 
and the ſueceſs of the attack in-a great mea- 
ſure depending upon embracing the favoura- . 
ble moment, it was no longer deferred. At a 
ſeven O clock, the town guards being reliev- | 
ed, the firing commenced from all the north- 
ern batteries which bore up the weſtern part of 
the parallel, and was ſupported throngh the 
day with admirable vivacity. The effect of 
the red-hot: ſhot and carcaſſes exceeded our 
moſt ſanguine expectations. Im a few hours, 
the Mahon: battery of ſix guns, with the bat- 
tery of two guns on its flank, and great part 
of the adjoining: parallel, were on fire; and 

the flames, notwithſtanding. the enemy sex 
ertions to extinguiſh them, burnt ſo rapidly, 
that the whole of thoſe works before night 
were cohſumed. The St. Carlos's and St. 


„% 


perienced. They were nevertheleſs. ſo, mug 
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Martin's batteries however on this occaſion, 
eſcaped the fate which they had. formerly ex 
deranged by the, breaches made to obſſruct the 
effects of the carcaſles, &c, that the enemy 
were under the neceſſity. of taking down the 
„ TINT Mr 

The enemy, for near, an hour, continued 


ſilent ſpectators of our cannonade. About 


eight, they fired a few. guns from the St. Mar- 
tin's batteries; and between. nine and ten, 
returned our fire from Forts St, Philip and 
Barbara, with the ſeven-gun battery in the 
lines, and ſoon after from eight new mortar-. - 


©. 


batteries in the parallel. This tardineſs in 


l 


returning our fire, in ſome. degree we attri- 
buted to the works being confuſed with ma- 


terials, and ſome of the batteries being de- 
ficient in ammunition. It might however be 
owing to want of diſcretionary orders, as an 
Officer of rank was obſerved to enter the 
lines about the time when their cannonade 
became general: a reinforcement alſo march- 
ed down from the camp. FOB POR 6" T5 
The. aſtoniſhing: bravery diſplayed by the 
enemy in their repeated attempts to extin- 
guiſh the flames, could not fail to attract our 
particular notice. Urged on moſt probably 
by emulation, they performed prodigies of 
valour; ſo that their loſs, under ſo well-di- 
rected a fire, muſt have been very conſidera- 
ble. The French Brigade, we afterwards 
underſtood, had a hundred and forty killed 
and wounded, If the Spaniſh caſuals bore 
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an equal proportion, their united loſs muſt | 


have greatly exceeded our calculation. 


About four o'clock in the afternoon, the 


cannonade abated on both fides, and the 
enemy ſoon after were totally Dont, Though 
we continued our uſual fire. The garrifon 


had two or three killed, and ſeveral wound. © 


ed. Lieut. Boag, of the artillery, and enſign 
Gordon, of the 58th regiment, were of the 


latter number. The former officer. had been 


wounded before: on this occaſion he was 
pointing a gun from Hanover battery in the 
lines, when a ſhell fell in the battery, He 


had Tearcely time to throw himſelf down in 
an embraſure, when the ſhell burſt, and fired 
the gun under the muzzle of which he lay. 


The report immediately deprived him of hear- 
ing, and it was ſome time before he recover- 


ed a tolerable uſe of that faculty. Major 


Martin, of the ſame corps, had likewiſe a very 
fortunate eſcape from a twenty- ſix-pounder, 
which ſhot away the cock of his hat cloſe to 
the crown. I inſert this anecdote, becauſe it 
is commonly believed, that if a cannon-ball 
of tuis diameter paſſes ſo near the head of a 
perſon, it is generally fatal. The Major was 
conſiderably ſtunned with the wind of the 
ſhot, but experienced little further injury. In 
the forenoon of the 8th, two more ſhips of 
the line removed to the Orange-grove, follow- 
ed ſome time afterwards by twenty-two gun 


and mortar-boats; and in the evening, one of 


the French men of war joined them from Al- 
geziras. In the courſe of the day, a number 
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of troops were embarked on board ſuch of the 


battering- ſhips as were finiſhed ; and at night, 


our artillery replaced the ammunition in the 
expence-magazines, which had been uſed to 


| ſuch good purpoſe in the morning. 


This unexpected inſult, undoubtedly, pre- 
cipitated the Duke's meaſures; and by pro- 
voking him to the attack, before the prepa- 


rations in the other departments were ready 
to combine with him in a general and power- 


ful effort againſt the Garriſon, ſerved greatly 
to fruſtrate the enterpriſe. Apprehenſive, pro- 


bably, that, elated by our good fortune, we 


might renew our attempts finally to deſtroy 
thoſe works which had eſcaped, the Duke de- 
termined to avoid the blow (which alſo might 
be in other reſpeQs fatal in its conſequences) 
by opening his batteries, even in their unfi- 
niſhed ſtate. Actuated, moſt probably, by 
theſe motives, the embraſures of the new bat- 
teries were unmaſked during the night of the 
8th; and the ſucceeding morning, at day- 
break, we were ſurpriſed to find every ap- 
pearance in their works for firing upon the 
garriſon, Two rockets from the forts in the 
lines were the ſignals to begin ; and the can- 


nonade commenced at halt paſt five clock, 


with a volley of about ſixty ſhells from all 
their mortar-batteries 1n the parallel, ſucceed- 
ed by a general diſcharge of their cannon, 
amounting, in the whole, to about a hundred 
and ſeventy pieces of ordnance, all of large 
calibre :—a Diſcharge, I believe, not to be 
parallelled : Their firing was powerful, and 
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entirely directed againſt our works; but was 
not, after the firſt round, altogether ſo tre- 
mendous as we had reaſon to expect from 
ſuch a train of artillery. At intervals, from 


: ten. to twenty ſhells were in the air at the 


ſame moment; their effects though were not 
equal to the numbers expended. Tue town, 
ſouthward of the King's baſtion, was little 
affected; but the i el front, and line- 

wall leading from the grand parade to the 


North baſtion, were exccedingly warm; and 


the lines and Land-port were greatly annoyed 
by the ſhells from the howitzers, which were 


diſtributed in various part of their parallel. 


Montague's and Orange's baſtions ſeemed 


to be the centre of the enemy's. croſs-fire 


whilſt the line-wall in their vicinity was taken 
a revers, by the ſhot which. paſſed over the 
lines from the ſixty-four-gun battery. 

Not imagining, from the rough appearance 


of the enemy's works, that they could poſſibly 
retaliate ſo ſoon, the guards and picquets at 


the north end of the garriſon were for ſome 
time expoſed, and ſome caſuals occurred : 
but we ſoon diſcovered whence we were chief- 
ly annoyed, and conſeguently became more 
cautious. Lieut. Wharton, of the 73d regi- 
ment, was dangerouſly wounded at Land- 
ort, 3 
Fl Whilſt the land-batteries were thus pouring 
forth their vengeance upon the northern front, 
NIN E line-of-battle ſhips, including thoſe un- 
der the French fla got under way from the 
Orange: grove, an paſſing along the garriſon, 


* 
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difcharged fevweral broadſides at the works, 
and particularly at a 'fettee Which had juſt ar- 


riveck under dür guns from Algiers. | When 


this Kquiadron Had got round Europa point, 


they ſüddenly weft, and, returfiing along the 


Eu 


ropa, Roſia, and New-mole batteries, com- 
menced a heavy fire 


the girrifon. The 


marine brigade and artilfery returned the ſalute 


till they paſſed, when the men of war return- 
ed to the eaftward. About the ſame time that 
the enemy werethus amuſing, us at the ſouth- 
ward, fifteen gun and mottar-hoats approach- 
ed the town, and continued their fire for 
ſome time; but the artillery giving them a 
warm reception from the King's baſtion; two 
of them were towed off with precipitation, 
and the reſt retired in great diſorder. One 
was thought to be very conſiderably dama- 
ped; and ſome imagined that her gun' was 
thrown over-board to ſave her from ſinking. 
This mode of annoying us on all ſides ex- 
atly correſponded with the accounts which 
we had received of the plan of attack dictated 
by Monſieur D'Arcon, the French engineer, 
who ſuperintended the enemy's preparations, 
They hoped probably to confound and over- 
whelm us, by preſenting to us deſtruction un- 
der ſuch various forms, and by the enormous 
quantity of fire which they poured in upon 
the garriſon. The Governor however did 


not approve of his troops being thus ſubjected 


to be harraſſed at their pleaſure, and reſolved 
therefore, if poſſible, to put a ſtop. to their 
fea-attacks. For this purpoſe, the furnaces 


— 
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and grates for heating ſhot, at the New-mole, 
were ordered to be lighted; and ſome arrange- 
ments took place in the ordnance upon Wind- 
mill-hill. Towards duſk, the enemy abated 
in the fire from their cannon; increaſing how- 


ever in the expenditure of ſhells, which, being 


generally fired with ſhort fuſes, broke in the 
air. This practice ſeemed well calculated for 


the purpoſes in view. In the day, they could 


obſerve with greater certainty the effect of 
their ſhot, and alter as circumſtances directed: 
the firing at night muſt unavoidably be leſs 
depended upon; ſhells were therefore burſt 
over the heads of our workmen, to prevent 
them, if poſſible, from repairing at night the 
damage received in the day. It did not never- 
theleſs obſtruct the duties in the department of 
the engineers; and the artillery were not hin- 
dered from further completing the expence- 
magazines with ammunition. The qyth re- 
giment was now ſo far recovered, as for ſome 
time to aſſiſt in the fatigue and duties of the 


_ garriſon; and this day the officers, with a 


hundred men, were added to the general roſ- 


ter. The town guards were alſo ordered in 


future to aſſemble in South-port ditch. 


The enemy's men of war (as we. expected) 


repeated their attack very early on the morn- 
ing of the toth. Each ſhip carried a light at 
her mizen-peak ; but they did not approach 
near enough to produce much effect. We re- 
ceived them with a well-ſupported fire ; and 
the next morning obſerved one of them at an- 
chor, with her bowſprit unſhipped, at Algezi- 
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ras. The remaining eight renewed their can- 
nonade about nine in the forenoon, and killed 
two of the marine brigade, and wounded a 
ſerjeant of artillery and two others. After 
they had paſſed as before, they wore ſhip, ap- 
parently-with an intention of continuing their 
viſits, but ſuddenly put about, and anchored 
off the Orange-grove. We were afterwards 
informed, that the diſcovery of a red-hot ſhot 
on board one of the ſhips, was the immediate 
cauſe of this baſty manceuvre. | 
The enemy continued their firing from th 
iſthmus, recommencing at morning gun-fire 
on the toth from their gun-batteries. At 
{even o'clock, including the expenditure on 
the 8th, they had diſcharged five thouſand 
five hundred and twenty-ſeven ſhot, and two 
thouſand three hundred and two ſhells, exclu- 
five of the number fired by the men of war 
and mortar-boats. The garriſon, on the con- 
trary, took no further notice of them, than 
to return a few rounds from the tetrace-batte- 
ries at their working-parties, who were re- 
pairing the damage done on- the 8th, and 
completing the reſt of their works. In the 
courſe of the day, the Brilliant and Porcu- 
pine frigates were ſkuttled by the navy in the 
| New-mole ; and at night the engineers, with 
a working-party, cleared the lines of. rubbiſh, 
and reſtored thoſe traverſes which had been 
demoliſhed. At night, the enemy's fire wag 
under the ſame regulation as the preceding 
evening. e | 
Bb 
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The next morning, when our guards were 
relievitg, a ſignal was made at the Tower, 
near: the quarry, under the Oneen of Spain's 
chair; and \the: enemy's cannonade became 
exceflively briſk: fortunately few caſuals 
occurred. Their firing, when this object 
ceaſed to amuſe them, ſeemed to be princi- 
pally directed againſt the obſtructions at Land- 
port, and in that part of the garriſon, Many 
of the paliſades in the covered way were 
deſtroyed, and the chevaux-de-friſe conſidera- 
bly injured : artificers were however con- 
ſtantly detached to repair thoſe breaches ; ſo 
that the whole were kept in a better flate 
than might be expected. In the afternoon, 
we —— to conclude, that the attack with 
the Battering-ſhips was no longer to be de- 
ferred. Several detachments of ſoldiers em- 
barked from the camp, and others were 
ſanding on the neighbouring eminences ; 


which, with the appearance, in the evening, 


of ſignals like thoſe which we obſerved on 
the night of the 7th, led us to imagine that 
every preparation was complete; and the 
wind at that time blowing gently in the Bay, 
ſrom the north-weſt, favoured our conjecture. 
Land-port and Water-port guards were im- 
ade reinforced, the furnaces and grates 
for heating ſhot were lighted, and the ar- 
tillegy, force to.man the batteries, 

Tbus prepared, we waited their appear- 
ance (for it ſeemed to be the general opinion, 
that the Battering-ſhips would advance, and 
be moored in the night, that they might be 
leſs expoſed to annoyance in this duty, and 

ben with greater effect together at day- 


Sept.) SIEGE OF GIBRALTAR 371 


break). Our attention was however called 
off from the Bay to the land-fide, where 
the enemy had ſet fire to the barriers of Bay- 
ſide and Forbes's; and the whole of thoſe 
paliſades to the water's edge were inſtantly 
involved in flames. The northern guards 
and picquets were immidiately under arms, 
and a ſmart diſcharge of muſquetry was 
directed upon ſeveral parties, which by 
the light of the fire were diſcovered in the 
meadows. The enemy. increaſing their bom- 
bardment, and nothing new happening in 
conſequence of the conflagration, the pics 
quets and guards were remanded undet co- 
ver; but the Artillery continued upon the 


| batteries. We had ſearcely recovered from 


this alarm, before the gun and mortar-boats, 
with the bomb-ketches, began to bombard 
the Northern front, taking their ſtations, off 
the King's baſtion, extending towards Fort 
St. Philip. They commenced about an hour 
after midnight; and their fire, added to that 
of the land-batteries, exceedingly annoy- 
ed Waterport and- its vicinity. The out- 
picquets were. again under arms, but pro- 
videntially our loſs was triffing. We return- 
ed a few rounds from the Sea-line, but ſtill | 
diſregarded the batteries on the Iſthmus; ex- 
cepting when their workmen appeared, or 
were thought to be employed. Major Lewis, 
Commandant of the Artillery, was unfortu- 
nately amongſt the wounded. The confine- 
ment of this active officer at this critical junc- 
ture, might have been highly prejudicial to 
the ſervice, had not his Seconds been of con- 
B b 2 | 
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firmed ability and experience: owing to their 
united exertions, the ſeveral duties in that com- 
plicated and important department were 
conducted with harmony and ſucceſs. | 
When the gun-boats retired, nothing new 
occurred till the morning of the 12th: their 
firing continued to be fupported at the average 
of four thouſand rounds in the twenty-four 
hours. About eight o'clock, reports were 
received” from Europa guard, that a large 
fleet had appeared from the weſtward. The 
wind was briſk, and we had fcareely time 
to form any conjectures concerning them, 
ere they approached-the Bay; and proved to 
be the Compiney FLeeTs of FRANCE and 
Sralx, conſiſting of ſeven three-deckers, and 
thirty-one ſhips of two decks; with three 
frigates and a number of xebeques, bomb- 
ketches, and hofpital-ſhips;' the whole under 
the command of ten admirals, and a broad 
pendant. In the afternoon they were all at 
anchor, between the Orange-grove and Alge- 
ziras. een 
This great accumulation of force could not 
fail to ſurpriſe, if not alarm the garriſon. It 
appeared as if they meant, previous to their 
final efforts, to ſtrike, if poſſible, a terror 
through their opponents, by difplaying before 
vs a more powerful armament than had pro- 
bably ever been drought againſt any fortreſs. 
Forty-ſeven fail of the line, including three 
inferior two-deckers; ten - battering-ſhips, | 
deemed perfect in deſign, and eſteemed invin- | 
eile, earrying two hundred and twelve guns; 1 


. muh]. 
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innumerable frigates, xebeques, bomb-ketch- 
es, cutters, gun and mortar boats, and ſmaller 


craft for diſembarking men; theſe were aſ- 
ſembled in the bay. On the land- ſide were 


moſt ſtupendous and ſtrong batteries and 
works, mounting two hundred pieces of heavy 
ordnance, and protected by an army of near 
forty thouſand men, commanded by a viRori- 
ous and active general, of the higheſt reputa- 
tion, and animated with the immediate. pre- 
ſence of two Princes of the Royal Blood of 
France, with other dighified: —— and 
many of their own nobility, Such a naval 
and military ſpectacle moſt certainly is not to 
be equalled-in the annals of -war. -From ſuch 
a combination of power, and favourable con- 
current circumſtances, it was natural enough 
that the nation ſhould anticipate the moſt glo- 
rious conſequences. Indeed their confidence 
in the effect to be produced by the battering- 
ſhips paſſed all bounds; and in the enthuſiaſm 
excited by the magnitude of their preparations, 
it was thought highly criminal even to whiſ- 
per a doubt of the ſucceſs. _ 

In drawing theſe flattering concluſions, the 
enemy, however, ſeemed entirely to have 
overlooked the nature of that force which was 
oppoſed to them; for, though the garriſc u 
ſcarcely conſſſted of more than ſeven thouſand 
effective men, including the Marine brigade, 
they forgot that they were now veterans in 
this ſervice, had been a long time habituated 
to the effects of artillery, and were Prepar d 


by degrees for the arduous conflict that await- 
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ed them: We were, at the ſame time, com- 
manded by OpriceRs of approved courage, 
prudence, and ability; eminent for all the ac- 


. compliſhments: of their profeſſion, and in 


whom we had unbounded confidence, Our 
ſpirits too were not a little elevated by the 
ſucceſs attending the recent practice of firing 
red-hot ſhot, which in this attack, we hoped, 
would enable us to bring our labours to a pe- 
riod, and relieve us from the tedious cruelty 
of a vexatious blockade. 
Before the garriſon had well diſcovered the 


force of their new viſitors, an occurrence 


happened, which, though trifling in itſelf, I 
truſt, I ſhall be excuſed for inſerting. When 
the van of the combined fleet had entered the 
bay, and the ſoldiers in cum were attentively 
viewing the ſhips, alledging, amongſt other 
reaſons for theit arrival, that the Britiſh fleet 
muſt undoubtedly be in purſuit ; on a ſudden, 
a general huzza was given, and all, to a man, 
cried out, the Britiſh Admiral was certainly i in 
their rear, as a flag ſor a fleet was hoiſted 


upon our ſignal-honſe pole. For ſome mo- 


ments the flattering idea was indulged ; but 
our hopes were ſoon damped by the ſudden 
diſappearance of the ſignal. . We were after- 
wards informed by the gunrd at that poſt, 
that what our creative fancies had imagined 
to be a flag, was nothing more than an Eagle, 
which, aſter ſeveral evolutions, had perched a 
few minutes on the weſtern-· moſt pole, and 
then flew away towards the eaſt. Though 
tefs ſuperſtitious than the ancient Romans, 


— , Ow. 
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many could not help fancying it a favourable 

omen to the garriſon; and the event of the 

ſucceeding day juſtified the prog noſtication. 
In the morning of the 12th, the Governor 


reinforced the picquets of the line; nine of 


which, in future, were ſtationed in town, 
and diſtributed as follows ; two at Waterport, 
two at Land-port, two in the lines, and the 
remaining three in the picquet-yard, with 
the field-ofticer of the town diftrict. The 
other picquet of the line was ſtationed at the 
ſouthward. The following return - ſpecifies 
the ſtrength of the picquets at this period, 


; » 4.) * Suh. 8. D. R. F. . 
The Azitillery, and Hanoverian brigade, each corps . 
The 42th, 39th, g6th, and söth regiments «- 1 11 54 
The 724 and 734 regiments - - wo „ 
The 97th regimeat - — — 1 N in, 236 


| p 2: f th ill 
Total four Captains 2 1 i 708 11 i 5Yo 


In the evening, about duſk, a number of 
men were obſerved to embark from the 
Orange-grove, on board the battering-thips ; 
which, with the preſence of the fleet, and 
the wind blowing favourably, induced us to 
conclude that the important attack was not 
long to be deferred. mY SOA Wu 

The enemy's cannonade was continued, al- 
moſt on the ſame ſcale as the preceding days, 
during the night of the 12th. The next 
morning, we obſerved the combined tet had 
made ſome new arrangements in their poſition, 
or moorings, and that the remaining two hat- 
lering-ſhips had joined the others nt the 
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Orange-grove, where their who lx force ſeem- 
ed to be aſſembled. About a quarter before 
ſeven o'clock, ſome motions were obferved 
amongſt their ſhipping; and ſoon after, the 
BaTTERING-SHIrs got under way, with a 
gentle breeze from the north-weſt, ftanding to 
the ſouthward, to clear the men of war; and 
were attended by a number of boats. As our 
navy were conſtantly of opinion, that the 

ſhips would be brought before the garriſon in 
the night, few ſuſpeQed that the - preſent 

manceuvres were preparatory to their finally 
entering on the intereſting enterpriſe : but ob- 
ſerving a crowd of ſpectators on the beach, 

near Point Mala, and upon the neighbouring 
eminences, and the ſhips edging down to- 
wards the garriſon, the Governor thought it 
would be imprudent any longer to doubt it. 
The town: batteries were e manned, 
and the grates and furnaces for heating ſhot 
ordered to be lighted. 

Thus prepared for their reception, we had 
leiſure to notice the enemy's evolutions. The 
ten battering-ſhips, after leaving the men of 
war, wore to the north; and a little paſt nine 
o'clock, bore down in admirable order for 
their ſeveral ations; the Admiral in a two- 
decker, mooring about nine hundred yards 
off the King's-baſtion ; the others ſucceſſively 
taking their places to the right and left of the 
flag-ſhip, in a maſterly manner; the moſt 
diſtant being about eleven or twelve hundred 
yards from the garriſon. Our artillery allow- | 
ed the enemy every reaſonable advantage, 
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in permitting them, without moleſtation, to 
chooſe their diſtance ; but as ſoon as the firſt 
ſhip dropped her anchors, which was about a 
quarter before ten o'clock, that inſtant our 


- firing commenced. The enemy were com- 


pletely moored in little more than ten minutes. 
The cannonade then became in a high degree 
tremendous. The ſhowers of ſhot and ſhells 
which were directed from their land- batteries, 
the battering- ſhips, and, on the other hand, 
from the various works of the garriſon, exhi- 
bited a ſcene, of which perhaps neither the 

n nor the pencil can furniſh a competent 
idea. It is ſufficient to ſay, that Four Hux- 
DRED PIECES of the heavieſt artillery were 
playing at the ſame moment: an inſtance 
which ſcarcely occurred in any ſiege fince the 
invention of thoſe wondetful engines of 


deſtruction. 


After ſome hours cannonade, the battering- 
ſhips were found to be no leſs formidable than 
they had been repreſented. Our heavieft 
thells often rebounded from their tops, whilſt 
the thirty-two- pound ſhot feemed incapable 
of making any viſible impreſſion upon their 
hulls. Frequently we flattered. ourſelves they 
were on fire; but no ſooner did the ſmoke 
appear, than, with the moſt perſevering in- 
trepidity, men were obſerved applying water, 
from their engines within, to thoſe places 
whence the ſmoke iſſued. Theſe circum- 
ſtances, with the prodigious cannonade which 
they maintained, gave us reaſon to imagine 
that the attack would not be ſo ſoon decided, 


_ 
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as, from our recent ſucceſs againſt their land- 
battery, we had fondly expected. Even the 
artillery themſelyes, at this period, had their 
doubts of the effect of the red-hot ſhot, 
which began to be uſed about twelve, but 
were not general till between one and two 
o'clock. The enemy's cannon at the com- 
mencement were too much elevated ; but 
about noon their firing was powerful, and 
well- directed. Our caſuals then became nu- 
merous; particularly on thoſe batteries north 
of the King s-baſtion, which were warmly 
annoyed by the enemy's fHanking and reverfe 
fire from the land. Though ſo vexatiouſly 
annoyed from the iſthmus, our artillery to- 
tally diſregarded their opponents in that quar- 
ter, directing their fole attention to the bat- 
tering-ſhips, the furious and ſpirited oppoſi- 
tion of which ſerved to excite our people to 
more animated exertions. J fire, more tre- 
mendous if poſſible than ever, was therefore 
directed from the garriſon. Inceſſant ſhowers 
of hot balls, carcaſſes, and ſhells of every 
ſpecies, flew from all quarters; and as the 
maſts of ſeveral of the ſhips were ſhot away, 
and the rigging of all in great confuſion, our 
hopes of a favourable and ſpeedy deciſion be- 
gan to revive. 

About noon, the mortar-boats and bomb- 
ketches attempted to ſecond the attack from 
the ſhips; but the wind having changed to the 
ſouth-weſt, and blowing a ſmart breeze, with 
a heavy ſwell, they were prevented taking a 
part in the aQion. The ſame reaſon alſo 
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hindered our gun-boats from flanking the bat- 


tering-ſhips from the ſouthward. 
For ſome hours, the attack and defence 


were ſo equally well ſapported, as ſcarcely to 
admit any appearance of ſuperiority in the 
cannonade on either fide. The wonderful 
conſtruction of the ſhips ſeemed to bid defi- 


ance to the powers of the heavieſt ordnance. 


In the afternoon, however, the face of things 


began to change conſiderably. The ſmoke 
which had been obſerved to iſſue from the 
upper part of the flag-ſhip appeared to pre- 
vail, notwithſtanding the conſtant application 


of water; and the admiral's ſecond was per- 


ceived to be in the ſame condition. Confu- 
ſion was now apparent on board ſeveral of 
the veſſels; and by the evening their canno- 


nade was conſiderably abated. About ſeven 


or eight it almoſt totally ceaſed, except from 
one or two ſhips to the northward, which, 
from their diſtanee, had ſuffered little in- 
jury. 

When their firing began to ſlacken, various 
ſignals were made from the ſouthernmoſt 
ſhips; and, as the evening advanced, many 
rockets were thrown up, to inform their: friends 
(as we afterwards learned) of their extreme 
danger and diſtreſs. Theſe ſignals were im- 


mediately anſwered, and ſeveral boats were 


ſeen to row round the diſabled ſhips. Our 
artillery, at this period, muſt have cauſed 
dreadful havock amongſt them. An indiſtin@ . 


_ clamour, with lamentable cries and groans, 
proceeded (during the ſhort intervals of ceſ- 
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fation) from all quarters; and a little before 
midnight, a wreck floated in, upon. which 
were twelve men, who only, out of threeſcore 
which were on board their launch, had efcap- 
ed. Theſe circumftances convinced us that 
we had gained an advantage over the enemy ; 
yet we did not conceive that the victory was 
ſo complete as the ſucceeding morning evinced. 
Our firing was therefore continued, though 
with leſs vivacity : but as the artillery, from 
fach a hard-fought day, expoſed to the in- 
tenſe heat of a warm ſun, in addition to the 
harraſſing duties of the preceding night, were 
much fatigued ; and as it was impoſſible to 
foreſee what new objects might demand their 
ſervice the following day; the Governor, 
about ſix in the evening, when the enemy's 
fire abated, permitted the majority of the of- 
ficers and men to be relieved by a picquet of 
a hundred men from the marine brigade, un- 
der the command of Lieut. Trentham ; and 
officers, and non-commiſſioned officers of the 
artillery, were ftationed on the different bat- 
teries, to direct the failors in the mode of fir- 
ing the hot ſhot. | 
About an hour after midnight, the batter- 
ing-ſhip which had ſuffered the greateſt injury, 
and which had been frequently on fire the 
preceding day, was completely in flames.; and 
by two o'clock, ſhe appeared as one continu- 
ed blaze from ſtem to ſtern. . The ſhip to 
the ſonthward was alſo on fire, but did not 
burn with ſo much rapidity. The light 
thrown out on all ſides by the flames, enabled 
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the artillery to point theguns with the utmoſt 
preciſion, whilſt the R and neighbouring 
objects, were highly illuminated; forming, 
with the conſtant flaſhes of our cannon, a 
- mingled ſcene of ſubliniity' and terror. Be- 
tween three and four o'clock, ſix other of the 
battering-ſhips indicated the efficacy of red- 
hot ſhot; and the approaching day nom pro- 
miſed us one of the completeſt defenfive 
victories on record. rot! 8. 
Brigadier Curtis, who was encamped with 
his brigade at Europa, being informed that 
the enemy's ſhips were in flames, and that 
the calmneſs of the ſea would permit his 
gun-boats to act, marched, about three 
o'clock, with a detachment to the New mole; 
and, drawing up bis boats in fuch manner as 
to flank the battering-ſhips, compelled their 
boats to abandon them. As the day ap- 
proached, and the garriſon- fire abated, the 
brigadier advanced, and captured two laun- 
ches. Theſe boats attempted to eſcape ; but 
a ſhot killing and wounding ſeveral men on 
board one of them, they ſurrendered, and 
were conducted to Ragged-ſtaff. The briga- 
dier being informed by the priſoners, that 
many men were through neceſlity left by their 
friends on board the ſhips, he generouſly de- 
. termined to reſcue them from the inevitable 
death which ſeemed to impend. Some of 
| theſe infatuated wretches nevertheleſs (it is 
ſaid) refuſed at firſt the deliverance which was 
| tendered to them, preferring the chance of 
that death which appeared inevitable, to being 
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put to the ſword; which they had been per- 

ſuaded would be the conſequence, if they 

ſubmitted to the garrifon. Being left however 

ſome moments to the horrors of their fate, 

they beckoned the boats to return, and reſigned 

themſelves to the 8 r ered of their Con- 
ueror s. 

Whilſt the navy were thus humanely re- 
lieying their diſtreſſed enemy, ihe flames 
reached the magazine of one of the battering- 
ſhips to the northward, which blew up, about 
five o'clock, with a dreadful exploſion. In 
a quarter of an hour- following, another, in 
the centre of the line, met with a ſimilar 
fate. The: wreck from the latter ſpread to a 
vaſt extent, and involved our gun-boats in the 
moſt imminent danger. One was ſunk, but 
the crew were ſaved. A hole was ät 
through the bottom of the brigadier's boat, 
his coxſwain killed, and the ſtrokeſman 
wonnded ; and for ſome time they were ob- 
ſcured in the cloud of ſmoke. After this very 
fortunate eſcape, it was deemed prudent to 
withdraw towards the garriſon, to avoid the 
peril ariſing from the blowing-up of the re- 
maining ſhips: | The Brigadier however viſited 
two other ſhips i in his return, and landed nine 
officers, two prieſts, and three hundred and 
thirty-four private ſoldiers and ſeamen, all 
Spaniards ;:' which, with one officer and 
eleven Frenchmen, who had floated in the 
preceding evening, made the total number 


favedamount to three hundred and ſifty- ſeven. 


Many of: the priſoners were ſeverely, and 
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ſome of them dreadfully wounded. They 
were inſtantly, on being brought on ſhore, 
conveyed to our hoſpital, and every remedy 
adminiſtered neceſſary for their different 


- "cas. 5:- 


During the time that the marine brigade 
were encountering every danger in their en- 
deavours to ſave an enemy from periſhing, the 
batteries on the Iſthmus (which ceaſed the 
preceding evening, moſt likely for want of 
ammunition, and which had opened again 
upon the garriſon of the morning of the 
14th) maintained a warm fire upon the town, 
which killed and wounded ſeveral men; and 
three or four ſhells burſt in the air, over the 
place where their countrymen were landed. 
This ungenerous proceeding could not eſcape 
the obſervation of the ſpeCtators in their 
camp; and orders probably were fent to the 
lines for the batteries to ceaſe, as they were 
ſilent about ten o'clock. _ | | 

Notwithſtanding the efforts of the marine 
brigade in relieving the terrified victims from 
the burning: ſhips, ſeveral unfortunate men 
could not be removed. The ſcene at this 
time exhibited was as affecting, as that which 
had been preſented in the act of hoſtility, had 
been terrible and tremendous. Men crying 
from amidſt the flames for pity and aſſiſtance; 
others, on board thoſe ſhips where the fire 
had made little progreſs, imploring relief with 
the moſt expreſſive geſtures and figns of 
deſpair; whilſt. ſeveral, equally expoſed to 
the dangers of the oppoſite element, truſted. 
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themſelves, on various parts of the wreck, to 
the chance of paddling to the ſhore. A fe- 
lucca belonging to the enemy approached 


from the Orange-grove, probably with the in- 
tention of relieving theſe unfortunate per- 


ſons; but, jealous of her motives, the garriſon 
ſuſpected that ſhe came to ſet fire to one of the 
battering-ſhips which appeared little injured, 
and obliged her to retire, Of the ſix ſhips 
which were ſtill in flames, three blew up be- 
fore eleven o'clock ;the other three burat to the 
water's edge, the magazines being wetted by 
the enemy before the principal — quitted 
the ſhips. The Admiral's flag was on board 
one of the latter, and was conſumed with the 
veſſel. The remaining two battering-thips, 
we flattered ourſelves, might be ſaved as glo- 
rious trophies of our ſucceſs; but one of them 
unexpectedly burſt out in flames, and in a 
ſhort time blew up, with a terrible report; 
and Capt. Gibſon repreſenting it as impracti- 
cable to preſerve the other, it was burnt in 


the afternoon, under his directions. Thus the 


Na vy put a finiſhing hand to this ſignal de- 
fenſive victory. | 

During the hotteſt period of the enemy's 
cannonade, the Governor was preſent on the 
King's baſtion, whilſt Lieut. General Boyd“ 


It will not be improper in this place to repeat, that Ge- 
neral Boyd was the founder of the King's baſtion, as it will 
be an apology for introducing a remarkable ſpeech of the 
General on that occaſion. In 1773, General Boyd, attended 
by Colonel Green, the Chief Engineer, and many Field Of- 
| ficers of the Garriſon, laid the foundation-ſtone of that work, 

with the Oy uſual oa ſuch occaſions. Upon placing 


9 


woo fron Fro yu 4 


the latter to Montague's baſtion. If a 
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took his ſtation upon the South baſtion, ani- 
mating the garriſon by their preſence, and 
encoutaging them to emulation. The ex- 
ertions and activity of the brave Ax TILIE. 
RY, in this well- fought conteſt, deſerve the 


"higheſt commendations. To their ſkill, per- 


ſeverance, and courage, with the zealous 


aſſiſtance of the Line, (particularly the corps 


in town, the 39th and 72d regiments,) was 
Gibraltar indebted for its ſafety againſt the 
combined powers, by fea and land, of France 
and Spain; and the Marine Brigade, though 
they had not ſo conſiderable à ſhare in the 
duties of the batteries, yet merit the warmeſt 
praiſes for their generous intrepidity in reſcu- 
ing their devoted enemies from . amidſt the 
flames. ene | 

Whilſt the enemy were cool, - and their 
ſhips had received little damage, their- prin- 
cipal objects were the KixG's baſtion, and 
Linp-WaLLt, north of Orange's baſtion. 
Their largeſt ſhips (which were about four- 


teen hundred tons burthen) were ftationed 


off the former, in order to filence that im- 
portant battery, whilſt a breach was attempt- 
ed by the reſt, in the curtain —_— from 

reach 
had been effedted, the priſoners informed us, 


that © their grenadiers were to have ſtormed 


the ſtone, * This ” ſaid the General * is the firſt ſtone of a 
„work which I name the Kinc's BASTTOR: may it be as 
„ gallantly de/ended, as I know it will be ably executed ;-and 
may I live to ſee it ref#ff THE UNITED E£PFORTS OF TAN 


Ce 


„% AND Syain!” 
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the garriſon under cover of the combined 
* fleets.” The private men complained bit- 
terly of their officers for deſcribing the Bat- 
tering-ſhips to be invulnerable, and for pro- 
miting that they were to be ſeconded by ten 

ſail of the line, and all the gun and mortar- 
boats. They further told us, that they 
had been taught to believe the garriſon 
* would not be able to diſcharge many rounds 
of hot balls: their aſtoniſhment, therefore, 
was inconceivable, when they diſcovered 
that we fired them with the ſame preciſion 
and vivacity as cold ſhot.“ Admiral 
Moreno, they ſaid, quitted the Paſtora, 
which was the flag-ſhip, a little before 
midnight; but other een tetired much 
earlier,” The loſs fuſtained by the enemy 
could never be aſcertained; but from the 
information of the priſoners, and the num- 
bers ſeen dead on board the ſhips, we eſti- 
mated it could not be leſs than two thouſand 
men, including the priſoners. The caſuals 
of the garriſon, on the contrary, were ſo 
trifling, that it will appear almoft incredible, 
that ſuch a quantity of fire, in almoſt all its 
deſtructive modes of action, ſhould not have 
produced more effect, with reſpeQ to the loſs 
of men. The return ſtands thus: 
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SEPTEMBER 13th, 1782. 
-., * +. on Waunded. 


Recments O. S. D. R. & F. O. 8. D. R&R . 
Royal Artillery- 1..'6s 3. 21 
12th Regiment nnn 
39th ditto = 1 5 
56th ditt 2 2 
58th ditto = I 1 4 
72d ditto - 2 I2 
73d ditto - 2 3 
97th ditto 3 2 
Hardenberg's 1 7 Lg 2 
Reden's — ö . 


De la Motte's - .. . + "ot 


Engineers with wag 
Irtificer Comp. K“ 
Marine Brigade ., 5 


1 


— 


Total 120 13 $500 63 


| (Artillery, Captain Reeves killed . 
| Captains Groves and Siward, 


Officers with Lieut. Godfrey, wounded. 
killed and; 3 


3th regiment. Lieut. Wetham, 
(ho had permiſſion to act as an 


' wounded | Artillery officer) wounded. 


(73d regiment. Captain MfKenzie 
L wounded. 

The diſtance of the 8 from 
the garriſon was exactly ſuch as our Artillery 
could have wiſhed. It required ſo ſmall an 
elevation, that almoſt every ſhot took effect; 
and the cannon thus elevated did not require 
the ſhot to be wadded. A circumſtance not 
unimportant; as the 3 which at point- 
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blank would have been expended in doubly 
wadding, was employed in keeping up the 
cannonade with greater briſkneſs. The damage 
done to our works held no proportion with the 
violence of the attack, and the exceſſive 
cannonade which they had ſuſtained, The 
merlons of the Jifferent batteries were diſ- 
ordered, and the flank of Orange's baſtion 
was a little injured ; but the latter was chiefly 
done by the land-fire, and was not of ſuch 
conſequence as to afford any room for appre- 
henſion. The ordnance and carriages were 
alſo damaged; but by the adivity of the 
Artillery, the whole ſea-line, before my, 
was in ſerviceable order, , 

The enemy, in this action, had more than 
three hundred pieces of heavy ordnance in 
play; whilſt the garriſon had only eighty 
cannon, ſeven mortars, and nine howitzers 
in oppoſition. Upwards of eight thouſand 
three hundred rounds, (more than half of 
which were /29t. /hot) and SEVEN HUNDRED 
AND SIXTEEN barrels of powder -were ex- 
pended by our artillery. What quantity of 
ammunition was uſed by the enemy, could 
never be aſcertained. The following was 
handed about as an authentic liſt ot the bat- 
tering- ſnips. A ſection, to ſthew the interior 
conſtruction of theſe extraordinary veſſels, 
was intended to have been added, but no op- 
portunity occurred of making further obſerva- 
tions than what were curſory and ſuperficial. 
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" < 3 
Names of the 22 2 > „. 
Battering-ſhips 8 Z 5 3 XZ Commanders 

* | ; 
Paſtora < 21 10 760 Rear Adm. Buenaventura 


8 | Moreno 

Talla Piedra 21 10 #460 Prince of Naſſau 

Paula Prima 21 10 760: Don Cayetan Langara 
El Roſario 19 10 700 Don Franc Xafier Munos 
St. Chriſtoval 18 10 650 Don Frederico Gravino 
Principe Carlos 11 4 400 Don Antonio Baſurta 
San Juan 9 4 340 Don Joſeph Angeler 
Paula Secunda 9 4 340 Don Pablo de Coſa 

Santa Anna 7 4 500 Don Joſeph Goicochea 
Los Delores 6 4 250 Don Pedro Sanchez 


, 
Ss. 


142 70 5260 


N. B. About thirty-ſix men to each gun 
in uſe, beſides ſailors, &c. to work the ſhips. 

The afternoon of the 14th, ſeveral thou- 
ſand men marched with colours from the ene- 
my's camp to their lines; and many ſhips in 
the combined fleet looſed their top-ſails. 
Theſe motions, and the circumftance of many 
of their boats being manned, cauſed various 
ſpeculations in the garriſon. © Whatever their 
future operations might be, it was prudent to 
be on our guard; the artillery were ordered 
therefore to remain upon the batteries, and the 
furnaces for heating ſhot to be continued 
lighted, left the enemy ſhould be prompted to 
put all to the ſtake, and attempt the garriſon 
by a general attack. It was indeed afterwards 
rumoured, that ſuch a deſign had been in con- 
templation, but was over-ruled by the duke, 
who was of opinion, it would be expoſing the 
fleet and army to immediate deſtruction. 
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Notwithſtanding this recent defeat, the ene- 
my re-commenoced their cannonade from the 
Iſthmus; expending, during the remainder 
of - the month, from one to two thouſand 
rounds in the twenty-four hours; diminiſhing 
gradually, and confining their ſhells to the 
night. Their operations on the land- ſide 
were ſtill carried on; and if we were able to 
form any conjectures at this period, from their 
motions to the northward, their late misfor- 
tune did not ſeem at all to damp their hopes 
of ſucceeding againſt the garriſon. A flag of 
truce went on the 15th with letters from our 
priſoners to the camp; and about two o'clock 
in the afternoon, the combined fleet handed 
in their top-fails, Some hours afterwards, 
they manned their yards, and fired a grand fa- 
lute. We were at a loſs to account for theſe 
fingular rejoicings. Lieut. M*Namara, of the 
72d regiment, was wounded the ſame day at 
Willis's, where our working-parties were em- 
ployed clearing away 'the rebbiſh from the 
batteries. 7 31 8152 
The garriſon having experienced the pow- 
etful efficacy of red-hot ſhot, and the Gover- 
nor thinking it expedient to have a continual 
ſupply of them, the engineers erected kilns 
(ſimilar to 'thoſe uſed in burning lime, but 
ſmaller)” in various parts of the garriſon. 
They were large enough to heat upwards of 
one hundred in an hour and a quarter; and 
by this jn vention Hot ſhot were, if thought ne- 
ceſſary, kept continually ready for uſe. Our 
former method of heating the ſhot, was either 
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in the grates and furnaces made for that pur- 
poſe, or by piling them in a corner of ſome old 
houſe adjoining the batteries, (as was princi- 

. pally the practice on the 13th) and ſurround- 

ing them with faggots, pieces of timber, and 
fmall-coal. By thoſe means, the artificers 
were enabled to ſupply the artillery with a 
conſtant ſucceſſion for the ordnance. An- 
ſwers were received in the afternoon of the 
16th to the 'prifoners. letters. At night, a 
great number of ſignals were made by the 
combined fleet. Shot were therefore again or- 
dered to be heated, and the artillery cautioned 
to be ready to man the batteries, The 39th 
and 7ad regimentsgalſo lay fully accoutred. 
The ſame night, the failors recovered the 
gun-boat which had been funk on the morning 
of the 14th. As the priſoners informed us, 
that intelligence had been received, previous 
to the attack of the battering-ſhips, that Lord 
Howe, with the Britiſh fleet, was preparing 
to ſail for the relief of Gibraltar, the navy be- 
gan to prepare to raiſe the Brilliant and Porcu- 
pine frigates, which had been ſkuttled in the 
Ne- mole; but their efforts, for fome time, 
were not attended with ſuccefs. 

The Spaniſh officers, priſoners, with the 
Frenchmen who were taken up from the 
wreck upon the night of the 13th, were ſent 
to the camp on the evening of the 17th. The 
remaining Spaniſh privates were encamped 
upon Windmill-hill, and given in charge to 
the Corſicans. Of the number who had been 
ſaved from the battering-ſhips, were an of. 
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ficer, a captain of marines, and twenty-nine 
privates, who were wounded, Moſt of theſe 
recovered in our hoſpital; but the officer, 
notwithſtanding every affitance and attenti- 
on, died on the 19th, He was buried, the 
ſucceeding day, withall military honours, at- 
tended by the grenadiers of the 39th regi- 
ment. | 
When we reflected of what vaſt importance 
8 rand enterpriſe was eſteemed, and what 
tenſe ſums had been expended in the in- 
La and formidable preparations, it was 
obſerved, with no. ſmall ſurpriſe, by many 
who were preſent when the priſoners were 
landed, that the majority of them ſeemed to 
be paſt that age when the vital powers are 
ſuppoſed to be in their greateſt vigour. In 
an expedition where youth and ſtrength beſt 
promiſed a favourable iſſue, this impolitic ar- 
rangement certainly could not pervade the 
whole ! The Spaniards, from their dark com- 
plexion and ſcanty diet, have naturally, even 
when young, an aged look; and yet our ob- 
ſervations ſeemed confirmed by other indubi- 
table facts. Several bodies were thrown 
aſhore, all of which jeemed advanced in 
years ; and one 1n particular appeared, from 
his grey beard and lean, viſage, paſt ſixty. 
This corpſe was horribly mutilated, and, with 
the miſerable objeQs then under the care of 
our ſurgeons, convinced us, by ocular proof, 
of the dreadfyl havock which our artillery 
muſt have made i in the latter ns of the day. 


V 
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The weſterly wind, which had caſt up theſe 
unfortunate men, threw alſo on ſhore many 
trifling curioſities, and ſome things of value, 
which had floated on the ſurface of the bay, 


after the battering-ſhips had blown up. 


Large wax candles, ſuch as are uſually burnt 
by the Romiſh prieſts before their altars : ſalt 
proviſions; and a great number of ammuni- 
tion-boxes, containing ten rounds of powder 
in linen cartridges, were collected by the gar- 
riſon the morning ſucceeding the defeat. 
Conſiderable pieces of mahogany, and ſome 
cedar, were ſaved from the wrecks of thoſe 
ſhips whoſe magazines did not blow up, which 
were afterwards converted into various uſeful 
articles, ſerving as memorials of our victory. 


The Governor had a handſome ſet of tables 


made for the convent, (the holes in the cedar, 
where the fire had penetrated, being filled up 
with ſound wood, cut in various figures, form- 
ing a beautiful contraſt with the burat part) 
which will ſerve as a ſtanding monument, to 
the gueſts, of the tranſactions of that glori- 
ous day, | 
The enemy's fire on the 19th was warmer 
than the few preceding days; and what was 
rather extraordinary, it was continued whilſt 
a fl:g of truce went from the Governor, and 


"another returned in anſwer. The officer 


who brought the Duke de Crillon's anſwer 
was one of his aide-de-camps, the Count de 
Rufigniac, colonel of the French regiment de 
Chartres. He preſſed much to deliver his 
packet perſonally tb the Governor, and offered 


* 
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to ſubmit to be blind-folded, provided he 
could be admitted into the garriſon. He 
was even ſo urgent as to put his foot on board 
our. boat, but was informed by the aide-de- 
camp that his requeſt could not be complied 
with. Not content with this anſwer, our flag 
was obliged to return, to acquaint the Gover- 
nor with this extraordinary circumſtance, who 
politely excuſed himſelf the honour which 
the Count intended him, as the ſtate of af- 
fairs would not then permit it. We ſhall have 
occaſion again to mention the Count before 
the cloſe of this work. The wind changed 
to the eaſt in the night of the 19th ; but 
the combined fleet ſtill remained at anchor i in 
the bay. The 20th, the mortar-boats, which 
had remained inactive for ſome time, bom- 
barded the garriſon, They ſeemed to be at- 
tended by only four or five gun-boats, and 
were extremely cautious in direQting their 
fire. Three ſhells fell in W 
amongſt the zoth regiment. 

Some changes took place in the Governor 8 
ſuite on the 21ſt: Town- major, Capt. Foulis 
was appointed aide- de- camp to the comman- 
der in chief, and Captain Delhoſte, of the 
72d regiment, town-major. A flag of truce, 
the ſame day, brought over a letter from the 
Duke, in anſwer to one from the Governor, 
of the preceding day. Their boat alſo brought 
clothing for the Walon priſoners. In the 
evening, about eight o'clock, reports were re- 
ceived from the northern guards, that the 

enemy were in motion in their camp, and 
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that troops were marching down to the lines. 
About the ſame time, ſome extraordinary ſig- 
nals were made by the Spaniſh Admiral. 
The three picquets remaining with the field- 
officer in town were immediately detached to 
reinforce the captain of Land-port, the Lines, 
and Waterport, who, beſides their uſual 
guards, had each two picquets with them 
before, The 3gth and 72d regiments were 
again ordered to lie accoutred, and the artil- 
lery cautioned to be alert. By this diſpoſition 
it was evident, the Governor ſtill expected a 
further attack upon the garriſon; and that 
evening it was moſt to be apprehended, as it 
was poſſible that the Duke by that day might 
receive an anſwer from Madrid, indicating his 
future operations. Upwards of twelve hun- 
dred men being thus diſtributed in the vicinity 
of the grand-battery, with two regiments at 
hand to act as corps de reſerve, we waited 
the further movements 'of the enemy. A 
little before midnight, a ſoldier of the 73d 
regiment, removing rubbiſh from the Prince's 
lines, fell from the extremity, and was killed. 
An officer with a ſmall detachment was im- 
mediately ordered from Landport, to bring in 
the body. This was diſcovered by the ene- 
my's advanced parties, who oppoſed it by a 
briſk diſcharge of muſquetry in regular pla- 
toons. Queen's-lines guard proteaed our 
party, who returned with the body without 
any caſualties. The ſteady and animated 
fire ſupported by the enemy, convinced us of 
the ſtrength of their advanced poſts. Nothing 
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g however, happened during the 
night after this occurrence. 


The Governor ſtill continued the party at 


Lower Forbes's under the lines. On the 


night of the 23d, they diſcovered two men 
near the ſtone ſentry-box, within the ruins of 


the old barrier. The ſerjeant's orders (the 


reader may remember) were, not to fire but 


in his own defence, or in caſe of an alarm; 


but obſerving. them meaſuring, with a chain, 


the diſtance between the foot of the rock and 


the inundation, and thinking they might be 


perſons of ſome conſequence, and probabl 
poſſeſſed of memorandums which might dil. 
cover the motives of their manœuvres, he de- 
termined in this caſe to fire: they in return, 
alarmed at his preparations, ſuddenly appear- 
ed on the defenſive; but the ſerjeant was ſo 
lucky as to kill the principal perſon, and the 
other ran off. The body was inſtantly brought 


in, but no papers of conſequence were found 
about him. He was thought to have been a 

volunteer. The ſerjeant, who was a cadet in 
General Reden's regiment, was ſoon after- 


wards promoted to a commiſſion ; but whe- 
ther for this ſervice, or in his jour, I cannot 
inform my reader. 

The enemy's firing ſeemed now to be di- 
reed under the follow! ing regulations: About 
five or ſix in the morning, when the night- 
picquets were retiring from their poſts, the 
cannonade commenced, and continued pretty 
briſk till noon, From twelve to two o'clock 
there was the uſual intermiſſion; for, as J 
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have remarked before, they would not be de- 


prived of their cuſtomary nap, or fie/ia. In 
the decline of the day, they. diſcharged more 
or leſs, as their caprice dictated. About ſe- 
ven in the evening, their cannoa ceaſed, and 
their mortars took up the fire, continuing it 
till day-break of the ſucceeding day. The am- 
munition now expended was generally from 
four to five, and ſometimes ſix hundred ſhells 
in the twenty-four hours, with from ſix hun- 
dred to a thouſand ſhot. The profuſion of 
the former had greatly diminiſhed the im- 
menſe piles in their artillery park, and their 
howitzers wcre not ſo laviſh of their trouble- 


| ſome ſhells as they had been. 


The 24th, the Brilliant frigate was raiſed 
after much trouble. The fame day about 
noon, upwards of fifty boats, which had been 
aſſembled for the attack, returned to the weſt- 
ward, and the matitlet boats retired up the 
river Palmones. The departure of the for- 
mer, with others which had left the bay the 

t wo preceding days, reduced their ſmall. craft 
to a very trifling number. 
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CHAPTER VI. 


De combined fleets remain in & ibraſtar Bay, 


being determined to oppoſe the relief of the 


garriſon Captain Curtis viſits the enemy's 
Camp to eſtabliſh a cartel —Enem raiſe ad- 


ditional works —The combined fleets greatly 
diftrefſed by a hurricane—A Spaniſh line- 


 of-battle ſhip is driven under the walls of 


Gibraltar, and ſubmits to the garriſon— At 


this junfure the Britiſh Fleet apppear in the 


Straits, but the convoy unfortunately paſs the 
Rock to the eaſtward— Letters received from 
the Britiſi Miniſtry by the Governor —The 
combined fleets, after making repairs, follow 
the Britiſh Fleet, but avoid an action Lord 


| Howe conduct the convoy ſafe into the Bay, 
fails to the weſtward, and is followed by the 


combined fleeets—enemy's cannonade dimi- 
niſhes, and the fire from the garriſon increaſes 


—enemy eſtabliſh a poſt under the rock near 
the Devil's tower —Repeat their attacks from 


The gun-boats—The Duke de Crillon acquaints 


General Eliott that the preliminaries of a 
GENERAL PEACE had been ſigned— Hoſtili- 
ties in conſequence ceaſe Ihe Emperor of 
Morocco ſends a preſent of cattI: with a let- 
ter to General Eliott, who ſoon afterwards 
receives from England official accounts of the 
peace Intervieu between the Duke de Crillon 


and the Governor ==The Governor views the 


$2, 
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Spaniſh batteries, and diner at San Roque— 
The Duke returns the viſit, in the garriſon 
Ceremony ef imveſling the Governor with 
the order of the Bath—Sir George Auguſtus 
Eliott s ſpeech to the garriſon, upon comme- 
nicating to them the THANKS of the King 
and Parliament for their DEFENCE of Gl 
BRALTAR. 


NoTWITHSTANDING we might natu- 
rally infer from the diſperſion of their ſmall 


craft, that the enemy had at length relin- 


quiſhed the hope of taking Gibraltar by force 


of arms; yet the continuance of their can- 


tonade, and the preſence of the combined 
fleets, (though frequent opportunities had 
offered for their return to the weſtward) ren- 
dered their conduct ſo ambiguous, that we 
could form no idea what line they purpoſed 
to purſue in their future operations. We 
knew a relief was intended by the Britiſh 
Fleet; but we could never imagine, if there 
was any thing of an equality, that the 
enemy would venture an oppoſition, even 
though a victory might make them maſters of 
Gibraltar. We waited therefore a few days 
to obſerve the movements of our adverſaries, 
and by their actions expected to ſolve the 
difficulty. 

The evening of the 26th of September, 
the whole of the combined army were under 
arms, formed in one line (which extended 
about four miles and a half) from the river 

* 
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Guadaranque to very near Fort Tonara. 

Some perſons of high rank, attended by a 
numerous ſuite of cavalry, paſſed along the 
front; and they were not diſmiſſed till after 
ſan-ſet. In the evening, Major Horsfall, of 
the 72d regiment, was wounded by a ſplinter 
of a ſhell. At night, another of our work- 

men in the Prince's lines fell from the extre- 
mity, and was killed. A party was detached 
from Land- port to bring in the body, and the 
Qneen's-lines and other guards ordered to 
protect them: the enemy however remained 
quiet. The 27th, their parties began to col- 
let bruſh-wood for faſcines. This cireum- 
{tance ſerved the more to increaſe our doubts 
relative to their future conduct. The ſame 
day, our navy got up the Porcupine frigate, 
the Engineers alſo finiſned the Royal and 
Green's-lodge batteries. The former is thir- 
teen hundred, and the latter nine hundred 
feet above the level of the Iſthmus; yet, not- 
withſtanding this elevation, the enemy's fire, 
during Don Alvarez's bombardment, was 
found to be ſo galling, that the Engineers 
were under the neceſſity of covering them 
with caiſſoned merlons. Several launches 
full of troops were obſerved, on the 29th, 
going on board the combined fleet. They 
were ſuppoſed to be Marines who had been 
landed from the men of war previous to the 
grand attack. A flag of truce, the ſame 
GAY, brought clothes for the priſoners. * Ear- 
ay on the morning of the zoth, a ſoldier of 
che 72d regiment deſerted from the ſerjeant's 
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party at Lower Forbes's. His own brother 
was one of the guard. The ſame day, the 
combined fleets were joined by a line-of- bat- 
tle ſhip. The enemy's cannonade ftill con- 
- tinued to be about a thouſand, or eleven 
hundred rounds of ſhot and ſhells in the 
twenty-four hours, Willis's batteries, and 
the extremity of the Prince's and Queen's 
lines, were much damaged from the ſixty- 
four-gun battery. A flag of truce went from 
the garriſon with a letter, and two parcels, 
which had been ſent on the 29th, directed 
for perſons who could not be found amongſt 
the priſoners. In the evening of the goth, 
the mortar-boats - bombarded our camp. At 
firſt we imagined they were alone, but the 
gun-boats ſoon afterwards fired upon the 
town from the northward. Two ſhells fell 
in the Hoſpital, and wounded ſeveral of the 
ſick. Other caſualties alſo happened in the 
garriſon. The priſoners upon Windmill-hill 
were alarmed on two or three ſhells fal ing 
near their camp; and it was not without 
ſome ſeverity, that their guards could keep 
them. within the boundaries. 

Early on the firſt of October, a boat came 
into Little Bay, with a Corſican on board, 
who had eſcaped from Algeziras. He had 
been mate of a neutral veſſel; but hearin- 
that ſome of his relations were in the Corſi- 
can corps, he was determined to join h's 
countrymen. The intelligence which he 
brought was, that Lord Howe only waited 
ſome reinforcements to ſail for the relief cf 
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Gibraltar, and that the combined fleet were 
reſolved to oppoie him. Thus conſoled with 
the hope of preventing the intended ſuccours, 
the enemy ſtill flattered themſelves that Gi- 
braltar muſt of neceſſity ſubmit, through the 
mere failure of proviſions. In the courſe of 
the day, the corpſe of a Spaniſh Officer was 
waſhed aſhore under our walls: a purſe of 
piſtoles, and a gold watch, were found in 
his pockets. He was buried with reſpec, 
two navy officers attending his funeral; and 
the following day, a flag of truce delivered tlie 
watch and money, to be returned to his friends. 
The ad, ſeveral men were wounded by the 
enemy's ſhot, in the gallery above Farring- 
don's, which continued to be proſecuted with 
diligence ; and Serjeant Harrop, of the 72d 
regiment, (a man univerſally admired for 
his gallantry and conduct in the works) was 
killed at Williss. We obſerved, the ſame 
day, ſeveral boats, which formerly had man- 
tlets in the bow, returning from the river 
Palmones; having, as we imagined, under- 
gone ſome alterations, to enable them to act 
as gun-boats. In caſe of a viſit from the 
latter, ſignals were now determined upon, to 
intimate when the artillery were to man the 
batteries, - TW o guns quick, and a red flag 
hoiſted upon a flag-ſtaff erected on the South 
baſtion, was to be the day- ſignal; two guns 
| quick, and a light, the ſignal for the night. 
In the evening, we had an opportunity of 
practiſing our new fighals, by the approach 
zof the mortar-boats, which bombarded the 
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garriſon for about two hours. The gun- 
boats, though perhaps attending them, did 
not fire. Previous to their viſit, ſome muſ- 
quets were diſcharged, and ſome ſignals made 
"amongſt the fleet; but we could not obſerve 
any particular movements. 

In the forenoon of the zd, a Spaniſh fri- 
Bate, with a flag of truce at her fore-top-gal- 
ant maſt-head, anchored within gun-ſhot of 
the Old-mole head, and immediately Capt. 
Curtis went on board her. In the forenoon 
Capt. Curtis returned, and the frigate ſailed 
back to the fleet. The wind at the time was 
ſo ſtrong, that ſhe was obliged to leave her 
anchor behind; which being mentioned to 
the Governor, orders were fent, not to fire 
upon the boats when they returned to fiſh it 
up. The following day, Capt. Curtis, accom- 
panied by the Governor's ſecretary and a na- 
val officer, went in his batge to the Orange- 
grove; where a carriaged waited and conduct- 
ed them to Buena-Viſta, the Duke's quarters. 
The intention of this viſit, we afterwards 
underſtood, was to eſtabliſh a cartel with the 
Spaniards for the exchange of priſoners. Capt. 
Curtis was introduced, by the Duke de Cril- 
lon, to His Royal Highneſs the Count d'Ar- 
tois, who thanked him, in very handſome 
terms, for his humanity and aflebty in re- 
lieving the unfortunate priſoners from the 
burning battering-ſhips; requeſting Capt. 
Curtis at the ſame time to inform the Gover- 
nor, that he entertained the higheſt eſteem 
and reſpect for him, for his benevolence and 


Dd 2 


404 HISTORY OF. THE LATE {158 


liberality to the priſoners upon the ſame oc- 
caſion. Before Capt. Curtis returned, which 
was in the evening, the kilns for heating ſhot 
were lighted and other preparations ws as 
if ſome attack was expected. During this 
correſpondence, the enemy's batteries ob- 
ſerved a proper ſilence, in reſpect to the flag. 
Capt. Curtis informed us, that Lord Howe, 
with the Britiſh fleet, was {on his paſſage to 
the Mediterranean. The garriſon did not 
however feel that indeſcribable ſatisfaction 
and pleaſure on this intelligence, which we 
had experienced when Admirals Rodney and 
Darby were announced in 1780 and 1781. 
A French Rear-Admiral, in a three-decker, 
with a frigate, and ſeveral ſmaller armed veſ- 
ſels, joined the combined fleet on the 3d. The 
man of war had many ſignals flying when 
ſhe entered the bay, which were anſwered by 
the Spaniſh Admiral. e 

The enemy's cannonade was ſtill continued, 
with ſuch variation as their caprice dictated. 
The number of rounds of ſhot and ſnells 
uſually exceeded eight hundred in the twen- 


ty-four hours, and ſometimes amounted to 


eleven or twelve hundred. We amuſed them 
with a trifling return, directed chic fly to 
their parties, who, to our aſtoniſhment, were 
ſtill forming conſiderable depd6ts of faſcines 
and materials in the lines. Lieut. . Kenneth 
M'Kenzie, of the 73d, was wounded on the 
Ath in the communication from the King's to 
the Qucen's lines. Two days afterwards, 

agreeably to a flag of truce of the preceding 
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day, the Spaniſh priſoners excepting ten ſick 
in the bolpital, and fifty- nine Walons and 
foreigners who requeſted to ſtay behind) were 
ſent to the combined camp. The Walons 


who preferred ſtaying in the garriſon were 


embodied into thoſe corps which choſe to re- 
ceive them. The 439th and 58th regiments 
entertained ten each; and the remainder 
were incorporated with the Corſican com- 
pany. 0159 a eee 
Two of the enemy's engineers had been 
obſerved, on the 4th, picketing out a work, 
extending from the. ruins of the Mahon 
battery to the weſtern beach, croſſing the 
north-weſt angle of the fartheſt gardens. 
We were at a loſs what to conclude from this 
appearance of a determination ſtil] to profe- 
cute the ſiege. They did not however let us 
remain longer in ſuſpence; for, on the morn- 
ing of the 6th, we diſcovered that they had 
erected a ſtrong boyau of approach, extend- 
ing, in the line before mentioned, about four 
hundred and thirty yards near a quarter of a 
mile. It was raiſed with ſand-bags; and 
from its reſemblance to the original epaule- 
ment of the s1xTY-rouR-gun battery, ſome 
jmagined it was intended for the ſame pur- 
poſe; though the Engineers were of opinion, 
it was only a communication to ſome addi- 
tional works in embryo. Although the 
enemy, by throwing up this extenſive Work, 
gained by ſtealth a ſecond advantage upon the 
garriſon, yet the Governor was determined, 


if poſſible, to prevent. them completing it. 
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The Old-mole head howitzers, with a warm 


fire from the heights, were opened at night 
n this new object; and, as the former 
almoſt entirely en di it, the enemy Were 
ſo much 1 that it was never. finiſhed. 
The night of the 6th, they made good the 
communication to the parallel, from the ex- 
tremity of the boyau, near the ruins of the 
Mahon battery, which was left imperfect the 
preceding night, 
The following day, the St. Martin's bat- 
tery took fire from the wadding or diſcharge 
of their own cannon. One merlon was de- 
ſtroyed, and another conſiderably damaged 
before the flames were extinguiſhed. We 
threw a few ſhells from below to diſturb them 
in this duty ; but otherwiſe no particular no- 
tice was taken of the accident. The enemy 
found their fituation ſo extremely warm in 
their new boyau, that on the night of the 


7th they threw up a firong ſhoulder at the 


extremity near the beach, to protect them 
againſt the howitzers of the Old-mole head. 
The ſhells were nevertheleſs fired with ſuch 
Judgement and dexterity, as juſt to clear the 


traverſc, and ſeemed to do as much execu- 
tion in the interior part as before, Great 


quantities of faſcines, &c. were ſcattered in 
the rear; whence we concluded they purpo- 
ſed working 1n the night, but had been pre- 
vented by the vivacity of our fire. They 
alſo repaired the St. Martin's battery. A flag 
of truce brought over letters for the Governor 
and Capt. Curtis on the 8th; and at night, a 
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boat failed for Leghorn with a midſhipman 
and fix ſailors, bearing home diſpatches from 
the Governor, This was the firſt boat or 
veſſel which left the garriſon after the victory 
of the preceding month. 

The enemy, about the Sth or gth, adopted 
a new plan for the regulation o their bom- 
bardment during the night: every ten or 
fifteen minutes they diſcharged five, ſeven, 
and ſometimes ten mortars at the ſame time, 
directing the ſhells principally to the ſame ob- 
jet. After a ſilence of the above period, 
they ſaluted us with a ſecond volley, and fo 
on till morning gun-fire. The number of 
rounds continued variable, from four to fix 
hundred ſhots, with almoſt the ſame propor- 
tion of ſhells, in the twenty-four hours. 
They were enabled to expend theſe immenſe 
ent an. of ammunition by receiving con- 

ant ſupplies. The parties in the faſcine- 
park appeared now to be conſiderably increa- 
ſed, and an univerſal activity ſeemed ſtill to 
prevail through the different departments. A 
perſon ignorant of what had paſſed, and ſud- 
denly brought to view their proceedings, 
might therefore naturally conclude from their 
operations, that they were elated with ſome 
ſucceſs, rather than depreſſed by a defeat. 
On the night of the gth, ſome ſignals were 
made at Cabrita-point, which were anſwered 
by 11 combined fleets, each ſhip ſhowing a 
light 
The wind blew freſh weſterly on the roth; 
and two frigates and a cutter joined the com- 
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bined fleets from that quarter, In the even- 
ing, a number of ſignals were mage by the 
Spaniſh admiral, which were anſwered by va- 
rious ſhips in the fleet. After ſun-ſet the 
gale increaſed, and at midnight it blew a bur- 
ricane, with ſmart ſhowers of rain, Signal- 
guns were repeatedly fired by the combined 
fleets; and from their continuance, and the 
violence of the wind, we concluded ſome of 
them were in diſtreſs. At day-break, a Spa- 
niſh two-decker was diſcovered in a crippled 
ſtate, cloſe in ſhore off Orange's baſtion : ſhe 
was under cloſe-reefed courſes, and had loſt 
her mizen-top-maſt. Obſerving her danger 
upon an enemy's lee ſhore, ſhe ſuddenly luffed 

up, and endeavoured to weather the garriſon : 
as ſhe paſſed, ſeveral ſhot were fired through 
her from the King's baſtion, which killed _ 
and wounded two others; and ſoon after- 
wards ſhe grounded near Ragped-ſtaff, and 
ſtruck to the garriſon, hoiſting an Engliſh 
jack over her own colours. A boat from the 
Speedwell cutter immediately took poſſeſſion 
of the San Miguel, or St. Michael, of ſeven- 
ty-two guns, commanded by Don Juan Mo- 
reno, a Chef d Eſcadre. The officers and 
men, to the number of ſix hundred and thir- 
ty-four, (many of whom were diſmounted 
dragoons,) were immediately landed, and con- 
ducted to the quarters before occupied by their 
friends upon Windmill-hilt The Governor 
was preſent when they were brought aſhore, 
and generouſly permitted them to take their 
baggage unſearched, and the officers their 
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ſock of freſh proviſions. When the morning 
cleared up, ſo as to admit of our obſerving 
the ſtate of the combined fleets, we diſcovered 
the whole in great diſorder. One was on 
"ſhore near the grand magazine : a French ſhip 
of the line had loſt her foremaſt and bow- 
ſprit: one, a three-decker, was miſſing, ſup- 
poſed to be driven from her anchors to the 
caſtward ; and three or four were forced half- 
bay over (two within range of the garriſon) 
where they all ſeemed to be in a very precari- 
ous ſituation, Many of the parapet-boats, 
and other ſmall craft, were alſo driven on 
ſhore near the Orange-grove. If the ſtorm 
had continued a few hours longer, it is not 
improbable that a three decker, with ſeveral 
other ſhips, would have ſuffered the fate of 
- the St. Michael. The wind, however, aba- 
ted as the day advanced ; and, when the ſwell 
would permit them to aſſiſt the diſabled ſhips, 
the boats were buſily employed in carrying 
out anchors and cables to thoſe which appear- 
ed moſt in diſtreſs. The garriſon were not 
idle ſpectators of theſe movements: ſeveral 
ſea-mortars were ſoon brought to bear on the 
neareſt ſhips, and one was in a ſhort time 
obliged to move; but anchoring again off 
Point Mala, we continued annoying her with 
ſhells and red-hot ſhot, till ſhe warped out of 
our range. 11.9 | 

The priſoners were no ſooner landed from 
the prize, than the ſeamen began to lighten 
the veſſel, by removing her powder aſhore, 
and cutting away the mizen-maſt : but re- 
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maining ſtill aground, they carried out anchors 


to prevent her going further aſhore, intend- 
ing to renew their exertions to warp her oft 
at h gh water. The St. Michael was eſteem- 
ed one of the beſt ſailers in the Spaniſh navy. 


She was a new ſhip built at the Havannah; 


very lofty between decks, which were of ma- 


hogany, and her beams of cedar, When the 


combined fleets appeared in the Engliſh chan- 
nel, the St. Michael was one of the leading 
ſhips, and was alſo in the ſquadron which 
fired upon the garriſon the gth of September, 
when the Duke de Crillon opened his batte- 


ries. The Spaniſh officers informed us they 


had received intelligence, the preceding day, 
of the approach of the Britiſh fleet ; which 
had induced Admiral Cordova to order the 
combined fleets to lie at fingle anchor, and 
prepare to weigh at the ſhorteſt notice : that 
they were thus fituated when the gale came 
on; and, the hurricane ſtill increaſing, a 
three-decker, early in the morning, ran foul 
of the St. Michael, and forced her from her 
anchor : that ſhe immediately ſet ſail, but, 
as the event had evinced, found it impoſſible 
to weather the rock. 

The intelligence of Lord Howe being fo 
near, now, for the firſt time, gave us ſenſible 
pleaſure; not ſo much on account of our 
perſonal ſituation, as of the advantage which 
the enemy's recent misfortunes would give his 
lordſhip over his opponents, as well towards 
accompliſhing the object of his orders, as af- 


fording him a further opportunity of acting 
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as his Lordſhip's well-known abilities might 
dictate, We were ſo elated by our enemy's 
diſtreſs, that ſome were fo ſanguine as to an- 
ticipate the moſt glorious concluſion of the 
-war, and our own ſufferings. Our ho 

however were ſoon depreſſed by intelligence 
of Lord Howe's great inferiority in number. 
Thirty-four ſail to oppoſe forty-two, which 
Nill remained at anchor in the Bay, gave us 
reaſon to be apprehenſive for the ſafety of 
the Britiſh fleet. The navigation of the 
Straits was ſo precarious, that, if his Lord- 
ſhip once entered the Mediterranean, he might 
probably be prevented from returning for a 
conſiderable time ; and the enemy, though 
now diſtreſſed, might, by the aſſiſtance of the 
camp, ſoon refit, and attack him under every 
advantage. By this digreſſion I am however 
anticipating the regular narrative, In the af- 
ternoon, a French two-decker ſailed to the 
eaſtward ; and ſoon after, a ſettee came in 
from the weſt, and fired ſeveral guns as ſhe 
entered the bay. At this time it was ſo very 
hazy in the Straits, that we could not ſee the 
oppoſite coaſts. About ſun-ſet, ſeveral large 
ſhips were diſcovered through the haze; and 
ſoon after, the Latona frigate, Capt. Conway, 


anchored under our guns, and informed us, 


that the ſhips in the gut were the van of the 
Britiſh fleet, commanded by Lord Howe, con- 
fiſting of thirty-four ſail of the line, including 
eleven three-deckers, with ſix frigates and 
thirty-one ordnance tranſports, and a rein- 
forcement of upwards of ſixteen hundred men 
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for the garriſon. Capt. Conway further told 
us of the anxiety which prevailed at home, 
relative to the ſituation of Gibraltar; and that 
it was only off the ſouthern coaſt of Portugal 
that Lord Howe had his doubts removed, by 
receiving intelligence of the enemy's late de- 
feat. This welcome information, he faid, 
was accompanied by advice, that, the com- 
bined fleets had taken their ſtation in the bay 
© of Gibraltar, reſolutely determined to pre- 
© vent, if poſſible, the intended relief.” We 
learned, that upon receiving the latter intelli- 
gence, the admirals and principal officers 
were ſummoned on board the Victory; where 
particular inſtructions and orders were commu- 
nicated, in expectation of an engagement, 
which was confidered as unavoidable. 
Although the enemy's ſignals for the ap- 
proach of the Britiſh fleet were made early in 
the afternoon, yet the Spaniſh admiral exhibi- 
ted not-the leaſt appearance of oppoſition to 
any reinforcements being ſent into the bay. 
Thisfavonrable opportunity was however loſt; 
owing, as Lord Howe expreſſes in his official 
letter, © to the want of timely attention to 
© thecircumſtances of the navigation,” Only 
four or five tranſports reached the bay; the 
reſt, with the fleet, paſſed to the eaſtward into 
the Mediterranean. At night, or early on the 
12th, Capt. Curtis failed in the Latona, to in- 
form Lord Howe of the calamity which had 
befallen the enemy's fleet. At noon, the Bri- 
th fleet appeared in good order off Eſtepona 
or Marbella; and the tranſports, with the fri- 


Od.) SIEGE OF GIBRALTAR 413 


zates, were working to windward to gain the 
bay. As they approached the Iſthmus, the 
enemy ſaluted them from their mortars, and 
fired upon them from behind the eaſtern ad- 
vanced guard-houſe. | 

Whilſt the Britiſh fleet, with the tranſports, 
were thus critically fituated, the combined 
fleets were very active in repairing their da- 
mages, and in forming a line of battle along 
the ſhore. In the evening, a number of 
troops were embarked on board them from the 
camp. Their xebeques, cutters, armed brigs, 
and gun-boats, alfo aſſembled in Sandy-Bay, 
with an intention probably of picking up our 
ſtraggling tranſports. In the cloſe of the day, 
however, this fleet of craft returned to their 
main fleet. At night, the Panther man of 
war, and ſeveral tranſports, anchored in the 
bay. 
The enemy on the land- ſide perſevered in 
their cannonade, and, obſerving that the St. 
Michael had run aground within the range of 
their batteries, threw great numbers of ſhells, 
with an intent to deſtroy her. Many burſt 
over her, and ſome fell very near; but, as 
their artillery could only be direQed by her 
maſts, none fell on board. They pointed 
their uſual weight of fire againſt our works, 
which the Governor (now that a proſpect of 
ſupplies appeared) returned with unuſual vi- 
vacity. Their new boyau ſeverely felt the ef- 
fect of our ordnance. It was conſiderably de- 
ranged, and the enfi/ading howitzers at the 
Old- mole head prevented them from ſtrength- 
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ening it with any additions of conſequence. 
In the garriſon-orders of the 1 2th, the follow- 
ing extracts were inſerted: : 


G. O. Extratt from a letter to the Gover- 


nor, from the Right Hon. the Earl of 
- - © Shelburne, | principal Secretary of 


State 10 tus Majeſty.” Dated St. 
Fame, Juby 10th, 1782. 


I am alſo honoured with his Majeſty's 
command to aſſure you in the ſtrongeſt 
terms, that no encouragement ſhall be want- 
ing to the brave officers and foldiers under 
your command. His royal approbation of 
the paſt, will no doubt be a powerful in- 
centive to future exertions; and I have the 
King's authority to aſſure you, that every 
diſtinguiſned act of emulation and gallan- 
try, which ſhall be performed in courſe of 


will meet with ample reward from his gra- 
cious protection and favour. Theſe his 
Majeſty's intentions you will communicate 
to every part of your garriſon, that they 
s may be perfectly ſatisfied their royal maſter 
feels for the difficulties they are under, ad- 
© mires their glorious reſiſtance, and will be 
happy to reward their merit.” 


Extract from a letter to the Governor, from 


ie Right Hon: General Conway, Com- 
mander in Ciref of his Majeſty's Forces. 
3 Dated Auguſt 3 14, 1782. 
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I am now to add, that J have the King's 
command to inform you, that he is in the 
« greateſt degree ſatisfied with the brave and 
© ſteady defence made by your garriſon ; and 
* his Majeſty is deſirous of ſhowing them 
6 every mark of his royal approbation. It 
is in this light that his Majeſty has been 
* graciouſly br ſed to conſent to granting 
q bat and forage-money, as a proper incal 
* gence to your officers.” 

Theſe extracts were peruſed by the garri- 
ſon with great ſatisfaction, as they demon- 
ſtrated, that the ſafety of Gibraltar was ef- 
teemed a matter of the firſt importance; and 
flattered us with the agreeable hopes, that 
our late fervices would be acceptably received 

our friends and countrymen. 

The Britiſh fleet, at day-break on the rzth, 
was ſtill off Marbella, with the wind at welt. 
About nine o'clock, A. M. the Spaniſh Ad- 
miral made the ſignal for the combined fleets 
to weigh anchor. By one o'clock the whole 
were under way. At three, a French rear- 
admiral, being the laſt of the rear diviſion, 
cleared the bay. Their number in all 
_ amounted to eighty fail, of which the follow- 

ing, I believe, is an accurate account: fix 
three-deckers, thirty-eight two-deckers, in- 
cluding ſeveral fifties (total forty-four men of 
war); five frigates, twenty-nine xebeques, 
cutters, armed ſhips, and brigs ; alſo two, 
; imagined to be fire-ſhips, Notwithſtanding 
little doubt was to be entertained of the ene- 
my's intention of leaving the bay, the Pan- 
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ther man of war remained at anchor with ſe- 
veral officers of the garriſon on board, whom 
the Governor had permitted to act as volun- 
teers in the engagement. When the com- 
bined fleets had cleared the bay, they ſtood 


ſome time to the ſouthward, and leaving a 


line- of- battle ſhip and two frigates to prevent 
the Panther from joining her Admiral, drove 
with the current ſome leagues to the eaſtward. 
They then appeared to edge down towards 
the Britiſh fleet, which was in cloſe line of 
battle upon a wind, with their heads to the 
ſouthward; the tranſports, with the frigates 
which had been beating vp, falling behind 
them to leeward. Thus were both fleets 
ſituated at the cloſe of the evening. Before 
the enemy had totally quitted the bay, Cap- 
tain, Curtis landed in a ſmall boat from the 
Latona frigate, with twenty thouſand pounds 
in ſpecie for the garriſon, having narrowly 
eſcaped being cut off by the combined fleets. 
He told us the Britiſh fleet were in high ſpi- 
rits, and impatient to engage notwithſtand- 
ing the. enemy's great ſuperiority. When 
the combined fleets firſt appeared in motion, 
the Spaniſh priſoners who had been landed 
from the St. Michael, were fo overjoyed, that 
they could not forbear expreſſing their eeſta- 
cies in ſo riotous a manner, as to call for 
ſome ſeverity, to confine them with the li- 
mits of their camp. . | 

As our obſervations on the manceuvres of 
the fleet were interrupted ſoon after ſun-ſet, 
we impatiently waited for the ſucceeding 
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day to be ſpectators of the action, vhich was 
now conſidered as impoſſible to be avoided; 
and orders were therefore given for prepar- 
ing ſeveral wards in the Navy-hoſpital for 
the reception of the wounded ; but on the 
dawn of. the 14th, the fleets, to our aſto- 
niſhment, were ſome leagues diſtant from 
each other; the Britiſh being to leeward in 
the ſouth-eaſt quartet, whilſt the combined 
fleets appeared off Eftepona, In the evening, 
the Britiſh fleet could only be diſcoveted from 
the ſummit of the rock, It ſeemed to the 
garriſon, that the Spaniſn Admiral, by hav- 
ing the weather-gage, had it in his option to 
bring the Britiſh fleet to action if he pleaſed. 
— The fleets being thus ſeparated, the Pan- 
ther, about noon, endeavouted to join Lord 
Howe, but put back for want of wind. Se- 
venteen gun- boats came from Algeziras, ap- 
parently to prevent her leaving the bay; but, 
obſerving her caſt anchor, they returned. 

The enemy's canhonade on the land fide 
was continued with great vivaeity. A few 
days, nay, probably hours, were to turn the 
balance for or againſt theit future hopes of 
obtaining the grand object of their wiſhes : 
they were not therefore economical in their 
ammunition; nor was the garrifon in the 
leaſt behind with them in the brifk uſe of 
their ordnance. Lieut. Gromley, of the 
Royal Artillery, was mortally wounded in 
the evening, at Willis's, and died ſoon after 


he was brought to the Hoſpital. 
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Part of the combined fleets, in the morning 
of the 15th, were ſeen, though the weather 
was very hazy, off Marbella. The Britiſh 
fleet was out of ſight ; the Panther neverthe- 
leſs attempted to join them. About eight A. 
M. the wind came about to the eaſtward. 
In the forenoon, nine polacres failed from the 
Spaniſh- camp, with troops- on board, for % 
Ceuta. This brought to our recollection the 
critical ſtate of that garriſon, both as to men 
and proviſions, when Admiral Rodney was in 
their neighbourhood in 1780 and the enemy, 
from embracing this opportunity. of ſending 
1 ſupplies, appeared not entirely to have for- 
1 gotten it. About noon, the Britiſh fleet was 
41 diſcovered in the offing, to the ſouth-eaſt of 
4 Ceuta, ſtanding under an eaſy ſail towards the 

| rock. At night the Latona, with eight or ten 
tranſports, anchored in the bay. They in- 
formed us, that the Buffalo man of war, with 
the remaining twelve ſhips, had ſeparated 
(by order) from the fleet, but had not after- 
wards joined. This intelligence gave us ſome 
uneaſtneſs for their ſafety ; but we flattered 
ourſelves they were gone, agrecably to in- 
ſtructions, to the Zafarine Iſlands, the place 
of rendezvous in caſe the fleets engaged. 
Capt. Conway, after a ſhort conference with 
the Governor, returned in the morning of the 
16th to the Britiſh fleet, which were cruiſing 
to the eaſtward of the rock, with the wind at 
eaſt. The combined fleets were not in ſight : 
we concluded therefore that they were gone 
into Malaga to make further repairs, and join 
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thoſe ſhips which had left the bay on the 11th. 
Since the arrival of the firſt tranſports, the 
garriſon had been buſily employed in diſem- 
barking the ſupplies. The former fleets had 


-principally brought us proviſions; this brought 


us only men and ammunition, which proba- 
bly might, without this ſupply, have become 
as ſcarce articles as the former had been. 
The exertions of the navy not being ſuc- 
ceſsful in floating the St. Michael, a hundred 
ſoldiers were detached on board, on the 17th, 
to their aſſiſtance ; and not long afterwards, 
ſhe was anchored off the New-mole. It was 
peculiarly fortunate that ſhe grounded on a 


bank of ſand, though ſhe was ſurrounded 


with rocks ; her bottom was therefore little 
injured. Sir Charles Knowles, batt. who had 
been formerly on this ſtation, was appointed 
to command her. The wind had now chang- 
ed to the ſouth-weſt; and in the forenoon 
of the ſame day, a Britiſh frigate appeared 
from the weſt. She made a ſignal when off 
Turopa, which being anſwered by our fleet, 
ſhe immediately joined them. At night, the 
gun-boats being heard in the bay, our batte- 
ries were manned to receive them; but, upon 
a gun being fired from the St. Michael, they 
threw up their rockets, and returned. Some 
were of opinion that they. meditated an at- 
tempt to cut her out. The 18th, the wind 
again came about to the eaſt; and the Buffalo, 
with eleven of the miſſing tranſports, arrived 
in the courſe of the day. Theſe ſhips, as we 
had conjectured, had ſeparated from the fleet, 
Ee 2 
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and were proceeding to the place of rendez- 
vous, when, not hearing the engagement, 

and the wind veering about, they returned, 

and were very near joining the combined 
fleets, but diſcovered their error time enough 
to rectify it. The miſſing veſſel, they in- 
formed us, had been taken by the enemy, 
ſome days before, off Malaga; and having 
on board, the wives and baggage of the two 
regiments which were on board the fleet, and 
were intended for our reinforcement, her cap- 
ture greatly diſtreſſed thoſe corps, and the 
garriſon heartily condoled with them. The 
Latona, in her return to the fleet, chaſed and 
boarded a veſſel, which proved to be a Spaniſh 
fire-ſhip. The crew deſerting her, were con- 
ducted, by two gun- boats attending, to a xe- 
beque at ſome diſtance, which afterwards 
went into Ceuta. The prize was ſent into 
the bay. About noon, four or five men of 
war arrived from the fleet, with the 25th and 
59th regiments. Lord Mulgrave, who com- 
manded the diſembarkation, landed the troops 

with the greateſt expedition under the line- 
wall at the New-mole, Roſia, and Camp bays, 
and returned to Lord Howe off Tetuan. 

The two regiments were encamped before ten 
o'clock at night : the former behind the bar- 
racks, the latter upon Windmill-hill. We 
now learned that the Admiral, having accom-- 
pliſhed the object of the expedition, intended 
to embrace the favourable opportunity of the 
wind, and immediately return to the weſt- 
ward. In the courſe of the night, the fire- 
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ſhip brought in by Capt. Conway was pur- 
polely ſet on fire, and being anchored apart 
from the ſhipping, blew up without doing any 
damage. The Latona ſoon afterwards joined 
the Britiſh fleet. Capt. Vallotton, the Go- 
vernor's firſt aide-de-camp, embarked in her 
to bear home the public diſpatches. Capt. 
Curtis alſo went in her, to communicate a 
meſſage from the Governor to Lord Howe; 
and did not return. | | 

At day-break on the 19th, both fleets, to 
our great aſtoniſhment, were in fight ; the 
combined fleets being ſome leagues to wind- 
ward. When the Britiſh fleet was a-breaſt of 
Europa, Lord Howe diſpatched the Tiſiphone 
fire-ſhip, with a. further ſupply of powder 
collected from the fleet. The Britith fleet 
afterwards put before the wind, and ſtood, 
under an eaſy fail, in cloſe order to the weſt- 
ward. The van of the combined fleet, com- 
poſed of French ſhips, followed with a preſs 
of canvas at ſome diſtance. By two o'clock 
P. M. Lord Howe was out of ſight ; but, the 
Spaniſh ſhips ſailing heavily, it was night be- 
fore they diſappeared. Though fully con- 
vinced of the prudence of his Lordſhip's con- 
duct, it was no very. pleaſing proſpect for a 
Britiſh garriſon to behold a Britiſh fleet, 
though inferior in force, lead the enemy. 
At night, the wind changed to the ſouth-weſt; 
and the ſucceeding day, a briſk cannonade 
was heard from that quarter. This however 
could not proceed from the action which af- 
terwards took place between the flects, as the 
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firitig was heard carly in the morning. Some 
time on the 19th, a guard of two ſubalterns, 
and ninety-ſix men, was ordered from the 
25th and 59th regiments on board the St. 
Michael, where they remained till ſhe was 
completely repaired. 

Several large ſhips were obſerved, on the 
20th, to be anchored at ſome diſtance from 
Algeziras ; and as fix or ſeven were conjec- 
—.— to be fire-ſhips, precautions were ac- 
cordingly taken, and the batteries from South 
baſtion to Europa ordered, in caſe of alarm, 
to be doubly manned. - The enemy, the ſame 
day, got off the man of war which ran aſhore 
near their grand magazine, In the evening, 
ſome movements were obſerved in the French 
camp; and on the ſucceeding day moſt of the 
tents were ſtruck. In the afternoon, the 
Spaniſh prieſt was confined to his houſe, for 
holding converſation with ſome af the pri- 
ſoners on Windmill-hill. The enemy's can- 
nonade was ſtill continued, upon an average 
of about five or ſix hundred rounds in the 
twenty-four hours. They lined ſome part of 
the new boyau with faſeines, and raiſed a 
few traverſes in the rear, notwithſtanding 
our briſk fire: they were, how ever, prevented 
from making any additions of conſequence, 
On the 224, a polacre arrived from Algiers, 
with intelligence from the Britiſh conſul, that 
Lord Howe had failed for the relief of Gib- 
raltar. Happily his lordſhip had effected that 

buſineſs, and probably before they at Algiers 
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were informed of the Britiſh fleet having left 
England. 1 10 

The extreme diſtreſs which the garriſon had 
experienced in the cloſe of the years 1779 and 
1780, and the great profits which from the 
exigencies of thoſe periods had ariſen to the 
adventurers who ran the hazard of a voyage: 
with proviſions for our relief, were, by this 
time, pretty generally known at home. The: 
favourable opportunity of a ſafe convoy under 
the Britiſh fleet, prompted, therefore, many 
maſters of tranſports (ſome of whom had been 
in the garriſon before during the war) to lay 
in a ſtock of various articles, with the proſpect 
that the diſtreſſes of their Aiends might afford 
theſe truly humane and generous patriots an 
occaſion to ſell them, on their arrival, at their 
own price. Although theſe ſupplies were 
moſt highly acceptable, yet the garriſon was 
not at this time in ſuch abſolute need of their 
aſſiſtance, as to purchaſe them at thoſe enor- 
mous prices which before had been given with 
pleaſure , nor in juſtice did we think, from 
the little riſł the adventurers ran, that they 
deſerved ſuch immenſe profits. A committee 
of officers from every corps aſſembled on the 
23d, to conſider what meaſures to purſue in 
order to prevent ſuch impoſitions in future; 
and, as every artiele brought to the garriſon 
was ſold at public auction, it was unanimouſly 
agreed, that a certain price ſhould be fixed 
upon each. article, allowing ſuch. profit as 
might reaſonably be thought adequate to the 
hazard; and when the eſtimate was publiſhed, 


424 HISTORY OF THE LATE #1982, 


every officer (I believe) pledged his honour 
not to exceed the terms therein ſpecified*. 

The prudent and manly regulation of the 
committee was ſtrictly attended to for about a 
fortnight, but it had not that immediate ef- 
fect we expected: many of our generous 
countrymen, rather than diſpoſe of their ven- 
tures for a profit of a hundred and fifty, and 
in ſome inſtances three hundred per cent. very 
liberally determined to ſell them for a frifling 
advantage at Liſbon, or elſewhere, in their 
way home. We ſhould nevertheleſs have 
foon got the better of their obſtinacy, had 
we continued determined and conſiſtent our- 
ſelves : but ſome individuals, who preferred 
ſelf-gratification to the public good, beginning 
to evade the agreement, the wHoLE was 
cancelled, and the demands of the adven- 
turers became afterwards equally as exorbi- 
tant, if not more ſo than before. So little 
dependence is there upon the adherence of a 
multitude to any ſumptuary regulations, how- 
ever eſſential to their real intereſt. 

The mortar-boats, on the night of the 23d, 
paid us a viſit, and did conſiderable damage. 
Their ſhells were chiefly direQed towards. 
the New-mole. The Hector cutter, in Go- 
vernment's ſervice, was ſunk by a ſhell, and 
every thing on board loſt. Several other 
veſſels narrowly eſcaped the ſame fat. We 
fired upon them from Willis's and the Old- 
mole; but their gun- boats were filent The 
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24th, we obſerved that the enemy had ſtruck 
the tents of four or five battalions, and two 
regiments were ſcen this day marching along 
the beach. The day following, ſome bag- 
gage was obſerved removing from the Duke's 
quarters; which gave us great hopes that his 
Grace was preparing to leave the camp, and 
that matters were verging towards a conclu- 
ſion. In the evening a deſerter came in, a 


native Catalonian. He informed us there 


had been an engagement between the Britiſh 
and combined fleets, but could give us no 
particulars. He further told us that their 
camp was breaking up: ſixteen battalions 
had already marched away, and others were 
preparing to decamp: that they had ceaſed 
to work in their approaches; and that their 
night- guards conſiſted of four thouſand men, 
under the command of two brigadier generals: 
concluding with acquainting us, that the win- 
ter- camp before the garriſon was to conſiſt of 
twenty thouſand men: that additional 
boats were building to conſtantly - harraſs us; 
and that a corporal and twelve men were ſtati- 
oned in the gardens to prevent deſertion. The 
26th, the tents occupied by. the Duke's corps 
encamped before Buena- viſta were ſtruck; 
which ſerved to increaſe our hopes, that the 
proſpeRQ. was not far diſtant of an end to our 
fatigues. Don Juan Moreno left the garriſon 
the ſame day, with a flag of truce. Our 
boat could not learn any further account of 
the engagement; but the officers were in- 
formed, that a general peace was expected, 
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as the Americans had been nee in- 
dependent by Great- Britain. 

_ More battalions left the enemy's camp on 
the 27th: their cannonade nevertheleſs was 
continued, and ſeveral ſhot ranged as far as 
the entrance of Windmill-hill; a diſtance of 
about five thouſand yards. Their camp was 
ſtill decreaſing on the 28th and 29th; and 
we judged from our obſervations, that about 
twenty-three battalions, with a brigade of 
artillery, had marched into the country. 


The laſt deſerters ſaid many had taken the 


route to Cadiz. The 3oth, we obſerved the 


enemy had ftationed a guard under the rock 


near the Devil's-tower. 'They were taken 
ſome notice of by our Artillery, who endea- 
voured to annoy them with ſmall projectiles 
from the ſummit of the Northern front. The 
Tiſiphone, Captain Sandys, with five or fix 
ordnance-ſhips (having a hundred and ſixty 
Jews on board) failed for England early in 


the morning of the ziſt. The ſame day, 


a ſoldier of the g7th regiment was Killed at 
Roſia, by a long-range ſhot from the Iſthmus. 

Three deſerters came in on the 2d and 4th 
of November, but could give no ſatisfactory 
information relative to the action between 
the fleets. They ſaid the French troops had 


quitted the camp with the Royal Volunteers. 


The enemy's camp continued to break up 
on the 5th and 8th, though ſome of the re- 
giments, it was imagined, took poſſeſſion of 


the large building eaſtward of Point Mala, 


which had been dein for a hoſpital. On the 
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th, two men of war and a ſloop (ſuppoſed 
to be French, from the Weft-Indies) paſſed 
to the Eaſtward. The Spaniſh gun-boats 
ſeemed to ſuſpect they were enemies, and 
intended to come in; as they were in mo- 
tion, and appeared to be preparing for an 
attack. The 8th, twenty-three gun-boats 
paraded at a ſhort diſtance from the garriſo1 

extending in a line a-head to the ſouthward! 
We expected an attack upon the St. Michael; 
but an eaſterly wind ſpringing up, they re- 
turned. They had ſcarcely got back, when 
a ſignal was made at Cabrita Point, and 
they again put about. Our attention was 
engaged by this manceuvre; and upon in- 
veſtigating the cauſe, we diſcovered a ſloop 
ſtanding towards the garrifon from the eaſt- 
ward. If this veſſel had continued the courſe 
ſhe then ſteered, ſhe might undoubtedly have 
reached the rock: whether, however, it was 
owing to the wefterly current off Europa, 
or the ignorance of the crew, we could not 
determine; in the courſe of an hour ſhe 
drove fo conſiderably to leeward, as to be out 
of the protection of our guns, and after receĩv- 
ing ſeveral diſcharges of round and grape from 
the gun-boats, was boarded by the enemy, 
Sir Charles Knowles, Bart. (who ſince Cap- 
tain Curtis's departure commanded in the 
bay) ordered ſeveral barges out to her aſ- 
ſiſtance, but to no purpoſe. A boat, with 
five of her crew, eſcaped to the garri- 
ſon, and informed vs ſhe was laden with ſu- 
gar and tea from Falmouth. Soon after- 
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wards, a Daniſh dogger was brought to an 
anchor in the bay, by a gun from Europa: 
ſhe was laden with rice and pilchards from 
England. A flag of truce, on the gth, went 
with a letter to the Duke; and in the even- 
ing, another brought over Enſign Lewis, of 
the 58th regiment, with the Quarter-maſter 
and a volunteer of the 25th, who had been 
taken in the Minerva brig, with the bag- 
gage, &c. of the 25th and 5gth regiments. 
This flag alſo brought over other priſoners. 
By theſe gentlemen, we learned that an en- 
gagement had taken place between Lord 
Howe. and Admiral Cordova, and that the 
latter was returned into port with his fleet 
much ſhattered, | 
After the departure of the flects, little at- 
tention was paid by the enemy to the block- 
ade. Not one cruiſer was now to be ſeen in 
the Straits, or to the Eaſtward; and few veſ- 
ſels of force were ſtationed at Cabrita Point. 
The idea of gaining. Gibraltar, either by 
force or ſtratagem, ſeemed at length to be 
totally relinquiſhed. Their cannonade from 
the land nevertheleſs was continued; but as 
it gradually diminiſhed, and ſcarce exceeded 
at this time two hundred and fifty rounds in 
the twenty- four hours, we imagined it would 
in a ſhort time totally ceaſe. The St. Philip's 
Caſtle, and ſeveral ordnance-ſhips, had left 
the bay the evening of the 8th; and on 
the roth and 12th, two light veſſels came 
to Algeziras, which from their appearance 
were thought to be of the latter. On the 
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12th, a flag of truce went with a letter to 
the Duke : whilſt it was out, the enemy's gun- 
boats commenced a ſmart cannonade upon 
the St. Michael, (which was now refitted) 
whilſt their mortar- boats bombarded our 
camp. We returned their fire; and two of 
the mortar- boats retired very early, the others 
following them in about an hour. Three or 
four ſhot were fired through the St. Michael, 
but no other damage was received. Our flag 
returned juſt as the cannonade ceaſed. As it 
appeared probable that the enemy might re- 
new their attacks upon the prize, Colonel 
Williams, who commanded the artillery, 
ordered mote mortars to be diſtributed along 
the ſea-line, from the King's baſtion to the 
New-mole fort. The 15th, a regiment quit- 
ted their camp; and at night their workmen 
raiſed about twenty traverſes in the rear of 
their advanced boyau, extending from the 
parallel about half the length of the work. 
Our fire at this period was variable. The 
day following, between twenty and thirty 
tranſports, with troops on board, ſailed un- 
der convoy of two frigates for the weſtward. 
Their artillery alſo about this time removed 
moſt of the ordnance from their park to the 
landing-place ; where we numbered thirty 
cannon and five mortars, with a great quan- 
tity of ſhot and ſhells ready for embarka- 
tion. The 17th, a xebeque, and ſeveral 
armed veſſels and gun boats, anchored at Ca- 
brita Point, as if they had determined to re- 
new the blockade; Three days _ all the 
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Spaniſh priſoners taken in the St. Michael, 
excepting a few who choſe to remain behind, 

were ſent to the ca 2 The Spaniſh officers, 
on this occaſion, informed us that there had 
been an engagement between the Britiſh and 
combined — which had ended to the ad- 
vantage of the farmer. In the evening of 


the 20th, a party of about a hundred men 


were {een to go from the eaſtern part of the 
enemy's, parallel to the back of the rock. We 
could not at that time account for the march- 
ing of theſe troops. The ſmall craft conti- 
nued at Cabrita Point, the men of war and 
larger veſſels being at anchor off the Orange- 

rove. Four fail of the line and three fri- 
gates, beſides;xebeques, &c. were now in the 
bay. The enemy, on the 21ſt and 22d, em- 
barked a vaſt quantity of powder from their 

rand magazine on board the men of war, 
Moſt of the ſpare ordnance had already been 
ſhipped on board, and others were removing 
daily toward the beach. 

.. Two boats arrived on the 23d from Por- 
tueal : they brought certain intelligence of 
the preceding action between the fleets. 
The particulars of - this intelligence were, 
that a el action had taken place between 
the Britiſh, of thirty-four ſhips, and the 
combined fleets, of forty-ſix ſhips of the 
line; that, though the latter had the wea- 
ther-gape, they ſtudiouſly avoided a cloſe en- 
gazement; and after a cannonade of ſeveral 
hours, ' hauled their wind, and directed their 
courſe to Cadiz. The ſame day, Lieut. 
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John MKenzie, of the 73d, was dangerouſ- 
ly wounded at Willis'ss The enemy's fire 
now ſcarcely. exceeded a hundred and fifty. 
rounds. Two more boats got in from Faro 
the night of the 26th. Our ſucceſs, in ob- 
taining theſe welcome ſupplies, rendered the 
enemy more vigilant and active to intercept 
them: every bqat, even friends, which ap- 
proached the rock, raiſed their ſuſpicion. 

Though every appearance in their camp in- 
dicated that they had given up all hopes of 
ſubduing the garriſon. by foree, their parties 
on the Iſthmus continned to be very buſy, 
and ſome evenings they made additions of 
traverſes to their Works. Heavy timber was 
alſo brought forward to the parallel, but for 
what purpoſe we could not then imagine, 
Their advanced parties had likewiſe the auda- 
eity frequently to approach half way upon 
te canſe way from bay ſide; but the artillery 
having orders toi, /cower the, gardens, and the 
neighbourhood; of bay ſide, with grape from 
the Old-mole, their curioſity in a ſhort time 
was pretty well cooled. Towards the cloſe of 
this month, the enemyꝰs fire became more 
faint, and ill directed, whilſt ours was more 
animated and effectual. Our engineers con- 
tinued to be conſtantly engaged. The re- 
building of the whole flank of the Prince of 
Orange's baſtion, a hundred and twenty feet 
in length, with ſolid maſonry, (which was 
now — finiſhed,) in the face of ſuch pow- 
erful artillery, can ſcarcely be paralleled in 
any ſiege. 
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In the beginningof December, the Achilles 
ordnance-ſhip with two or three boats, arrived 
from England and Portugal. - The 6th, a Ve- 
netian ſhip was driven by the current under 
the guns of Europa: we fired to bring her to, 
and the maſter inſtantly came aſhore, and in- 
formed us ſhe was bound to London; but, be- 
fore he could return, his veſſel was boarded 
by three gun- boats, which towed her to Alge- 
ziras. The maſter then came into the garri- 


ſon, and at night was permitted to follow his 


veſſel. The following evening, a German de- 
ſerted to us from the Walon guards. He in- 
formed us, that the enemy ſtationed every 
evening a guard of three hundred men near 
the Devil's tower, where they had miners at 
work in a cave; hoping to form a mine, to, 


blow up the north part of the rock. We 


paid no kind of attention at firſt to this intel- 
ligence ; fo ridiculous, and even chimerical, 


the ſcheme appeared. Recollecting however 


that a party had been obſerved to march that 
way ſome evenings before, and remarking, 
upon a cloſer inſpection, that every evening 


a numerous body of men approached along 


the eaſtern ſhore towards that quarter, we be- 
gan to give ſome credit to this ſingular infor- 


' mation.* The above deſerter alſo informed 


us, that the enemy had removed ſome ord- 
nance from the parallel, and that their guards 
and advanced parties were ſtill very ſtrong. 


In 1727, the Beſiegers formed the deſign of blowing vn 
Willis's batteries by a mine; but it is imagined they found it 
impracticable, as they never attempted to ſpring the mine, 
though che Journal of that Siege ſays it was loaded. 
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By this period, our engineers had penetra- 
ted a confiddicble diſtance in the gallery above 
Farringdon's battery, and had opened five em- 
braſures to the front of the rock; and to have 
a more ſecure communication to this ſingular 
work, a covered way was ſunk, by blaſting 
the . — from the above battery, to the en- 
trance of the gallery. The ſucceſs: with 
which this work had been proſecuted, and 
the conſiderable advantages which promiſed 
to reſult from it when finiſhed; induced the 
Governor to order that a ſimilar battery, but 
only for two guns, ſhould be made in the 
rock near - Crouchett's battery, above the 
Prince of Heſſe's baſtion .- and the workmen 
had now made ſome advances therein. On 
the lath, a guard-boat of the St. Michael, 
with twẽo officers and ſeven ſailors, went over 
to the enemy. We afterwards learned from 
the officers, ho returned in a flag of truce, 
that the ſailors roſè upon them, ſaying they 
were reſolved to go over to the enemy: that 
Lieut. Small, who commanded the boat, drew 
his hanger, and attempted a ſtroke at the man 
who was ſpokeſman upon the occaſion; but 
that he was knocked down by the coxfwain 
with the tiller of the rudder: that, whilſt he 
was thus ſenſeleſs, they had it in debate to 
throw him overboard; but, by the interceſſion 
of the young midſhipman, he was preſerved, 
and, hen taken aſhore, was ſome time betore 
he recovered. 

The enemy's parties under the rock, near 
the Devil's tower, began now to engage out 


Fr 
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curioſity. : Every part of the north front was 
explored, to endeavour, if poſſible, to diſco- 
ver what they were about. At length, on the 
Asth, a. Te, was found above Green's-lodge, 
whence we could diſtinguiſh a part of their 
work... The communication with this poſt, 
being along a level beach, was greatly expoſed 
9 . When their parties were diſco- 
vered advancing from the caſt flank of the 
ſixty- four - gun battery, our artillery at Willis's 
and on the heights prepared to ſalute them. 
They were permitted to approach unmoleſted 
within two or three hundred yards, when a 
general volley was diſcharged of cohorn-ſhells, 
with grape, ſeconded by the mortars on the 
Levant battery, loaded with hand-ſhells, or 
grenades, 8 together. A chance, or 
mine, was ſometimes ſprung upon them from 
the top, when they had nearly got under the 
rock; the ſtones from which added not a little 
to: their con fuſion and loſs. Notwithſtanding 
they were in this manner obliged every even- 
ing 59 paſs the gantlope of our fire, they con- 
nes; to bring materials, and maintained 

their poſt with ſurpriſing obſlinacy. Some of 
the guard were ſeen frequently, in the day, to 
advance from their cover: a party of Corſi- 
cans; who hitherto had done no other duty 
than guard the priſoners on Windmill-hill, 
were ordered therefore to the poſt above 
Green's- odge, to fire re upon thoſe 
chat appeared from below. 

A flag of truce went from the garriſon on 
the. 7th... The e Aide-de-camp in- 


* * Dae 1 r 1 1 Hf 2 


7 
! 


Dec.] SIEGE Or GIBRALTAR. 435 


formed us, that preliminaries of a general 
peace were expected to be ſigned in thè courſe 
of the month. The ſucceeding day, another 
flag went from the Governor with lettets to 
the Duke: it had ſcarcely retutned, when 
twenty nine gun and mortar-boats conimeri+ 
ced a ſpirited attack upon the St. Michael, 
and other ſtips, at anchor off Buena-V iſta. 
Since thefe boats had made a cuſtom of firing 
upon the garriſon,” we never remarked them 
to be arranged with morejudgment, or to be- 
have with greater gallantry, than they did on 
this occaſion. The mortar-boats 7 5 
the centre diviſion, and a diviſion of 

boats was arranged on each flank; their i 
of battle extending about two miles. They 
got their diſtance the firſt round, and retained 
it with ſuch preciſion, that almoſt every thell 
fell within fifty yards of the St. Michiel, 
which was the chief object of their attack. 
The ſeventy-fourth ſhell fell on board, about 
mid ſliip. pierced the firſt, and broke on the 
lower deck; killed four, dad wounded eleven 
failors; three of them mortally. After this 
accident, Sir Charles e bei appre- 
henfive: of the moſt fatal conſequences if a 
ſhell ſhonld fall into the magazine, removed 
the powder, through the oppoſite port-holes, 
into a launch, which was immediately towed 
under the rock; eighty barrels, which conſt 
not be removed, were thrown into the ſex, 
The enemy ſtill maintained a warm fire, 

it is 1magined, did not obferve that any had 
fallen on board. Several ſhells: carried away 

Ff 2 
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ornaments and parts of her rigging : fortu- 


nately however ſhe received no further injury, 


Not one ſhell came afhore from the boats. 


Captain Gibſon, at the commencement of the 
action, rowed out with eight gun-baits from 
the New-mole,: and very warmly attacked 
their northern diviſion. On his appearing in 


motion, thret᷑ parapet boats advanced from the 


Orange-grove to take our. boats in flank. One 


of this number was however. ſoon diſabled by 


the garriſon, and the other two joined the 


mal body. When the enemy had expended 


their ammunition, the mottar-boats retired, 
and the gun- boats covered their retreat in a 
moſt bennriful manner. They ſtood towards 
the Orange: grovc, and embarked ſome of 


_ their crews on board the men of war. Three 


of the line: of. battle ſhips, two frigates, and a 
xebeque, with ſeveral bomb-ketches and 


her veſſels; which, were all laden with mili- 


tary. ſtores, ſailed to the weſtward. The ene- 
my's land- batteries, as is mentioned before, 
were gradually diminiſning in their fire; but 
upon this occaſion, they ſupported the boats 
— — the bay wich a very Wirzated additional 
cannonade. 

„ The dealer of the enemy ee, aan 
With military ſtorgs, ſailed on the night of the 

ioth from the Orange- grove to lar weſtward. 

T e wind continued eaſterly and on the 
ſuc ceeeding; night, or rather whe. morning of 


| 57 21ſt, —— 10 ſtrong a gale, that the St. 


Michael was driven from her anchors more 
than. half: bay over: every exertion was made 


/ as OA ̃ os ii ern: 
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to recover her ſtation, but all proved inef- 
fectual; when fortunately an eddy wind 
brought her about, and Sir Charles Knowles 
was happy to tur her aground within the 
New mole on a fand-bank ſouth of the tank. 
The gale was ſo powerful on Windmill-hill, 
that the tents of the 5gth-regiment were tori 
from the pickets, and carried a conſiderable 
diſtance from the camp- ground. To obviate 
the like difagrecable circumſtances in future, 
that regiment was removed to encamp in 
South- port ditch, oppoſite Sydow's (formefly 
Hardenberg's) regiment. This arrangement 
obliged the town parade to be changed; and 
the guards afterwards afſembled on the red 
ſands, which continues at this time to be the 
general parade. In the courſe of the day, the 
St. Michael was warped into deep water, and 
moored in the New mole. At night a deſerter 
came in: he informed us that the enemy had 
twenty miners at work near the Devibs tower, 
protected by à ſtrong guard; that we annoy- 
ed their communication with that poſt very 
much, and every evening killed and wounded 
many men. In conſequence of this intelli- 
gence, our fire towards that quarter was in- 
creaſed, A flag of truce, on the goth, had 
informed us that the women belonging to the 
25th and soth regiments were at the ene- 
my's camp, waiting more modetate weather, 
to be ſent by water into the garriſon. The 
22d, they were received, but upon their land- 
ing were conducted to the Naval hoſpital, 


where fome few of them were detained by _ 
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the faculty'a as exceptionable. * Lieut. Small, of 
the Navy, came over on the 234 in a flag of 
truce... ie told us the enemy's ſmall craft 
had: waterially ſuffered from the ſtorm which 
had fo greatly endangered the St. Michael. 
The Dake de Crillon, the day following, vi- 
ſited the parallel, and was preſent in the weſ- 
tern. 52.55 whilſt an'engineer'picketed out 
a work at 'the extremity of it, near the beach. 
At intervals, we could now dictinctiy hear 
the exploſion of the mines in the enemy's 
cave or gallery at the Devil's tower. Few 
men were however to be ſeen in that neigh- 
bourhood-; though at night they continued 
the reliefs, and broüght materals as uſual, 
In the afternoon of the 25th, we obſerved 
the gun and mortar-boats in motion; and 
SD Wie four o'clock, eighteen of the former, 
and eleven.of 'the' latter, advanced from Alge- 
Ziras, apparently with an intention of renew- 
ing their attack u upon the unfortunate St. 
Michael; but eleven of our gun- boats oppo- 
Ting them,” 'the centre divit jon of mortar- 
boss, and the ſouthward diviſion, ſtood to- 
"wards Europa, and began a warm bombard- 
ment upon our camp, throwing their ſhells 
indiſctiminately from Windmill-hill to South 
ſhetl. Our gun-boats in this action behaved 
with great gallantry, directing their oppoſi- 
tien enetrely againſt the mortar-boats; the 
fie of Which they in a great meaſure diverted | 
from the ſhipping. A blind ſhell nevertheleſs 
fell Into the ward-room of the St. Michael; 
and - another thell carried. away the: mizen- 
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maſt of the Porcupine frigate, and burſt in 
the ſtate-cabin. Seven or eight ſhells fell 
within the hoſpital-wall : one diſploded in a 
ward, and killed and wounded ſeveral of the 
- ſick. Several houſes and ſheds were alſo de- 
ſtroyed, and others conſiderably injured: In 
ſhort, it was thought to be the warmeſt at- 
tack we had ever experienced from the gun- 
boats: and our men, being moſtly in ſpirits 
after their Chriſtmas dinner, wete conſe- 
quently leſs upon their guard. One was kil- 
led, and ſeven were wounded,. in the camp. 
As our artillery. had time to prepare, the ene- 
my's cannonade was returned with great viva- 
city; but the mortar- boats and ſouthward di- 
viſion. had taken ſo; judicious a ſtation, that 
few ordnance could be brought to bear upon 
them. We had nevertheleſs fome reafon to 
conclude their loſs was ſuperior to our own. 
Their land- batteries (with the addition of Fort 
St. Philip and the black battery, which had 
been ſilent ſome time) upon this occaſion, ; as 
upon the laſt, increaſed their fire upon the 
Town. We therefore had the enemy upon 
our whole front, from Europa Point to Land- 
port. At a quarter paſt ſix o clock, the mor · 
tar-boats retired, and were covered in their 
retreat by the gun- boats as before. This 
* It was during this attack, that the materials from which 
this work is compiled, were in the moſt immigent danger of 
being entirely deſtroyed :—A thirteen- inch ſhell from the 
enemy's mortar-boats, falling above the Camp- guard, rolled 
along the road leading from Buena: Viſta, and entered the 
author's marquee : though lighted when it entered. and tho 
its force muſt have been greatly ſpent upon the ground, the 
fuſe luckily broke x it. lodged" withta, and the marquee, with 
the furniture, by that fortunate circumſtance was preſetved. 
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diſhonourable and cruel mode of proſecuting 
the war, we had reaſon to think. would be 
continued till a peace thould put an end to 
all hoſtilities. The enemy had been very in- 
duſtriqus in ĩmipreffing this pleaſing informa- 


tion on the memories of the women, who had 


been lately detained by the weather in their 
camp. were told for their comfort, that, 
as the beff jegi ug army had been reluctantly 

compelled to relinquiſh the idea of recover- 


ing Gibraltar, they were determined to har- 


raſs and alarm the garriſon by ſucceſſive at- 
tacks from the gun and mortar-boats, which, 
for the purpofe of having regular reliefs, 
were to be increaſed in number: thus, by 
being expoſed to à revengeful enemy, the 
proſpe ct before us promiſed to be more irk- 
ſome and vexatious than the more intereſting 
period which had paſſed. 

Although the enemy's fire fm the Iſthmus 
was almoſt diſcontinued, the Governor, to- 
wards the concluſion of December, made up 
for their deficienc by a more animated diſ- 
charge than e every night the whole 
north. front appeared a continued line of fire. 
The Devil's-tower chiefly engaged his atten- 
tion: their guard at this poſt generally re- 
tieved about ſeven or eight o'clock in the 
8 if not prevented by our fire, The 

Ei We Bl diſcover) of ſand-bags 
wa ally deſtroyed; and the floping timbers 


"which TIRE had ies againſt the rock to pro- 


tec them from the over-head fire, were much 
ſhattered by the weighty fragments of rock 
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which were hurled upon them from above. 

The night of the 25th, the enemy opened 
three embraſures in the epaulement at the 
caſt end of the ſixty-four- gun battery. The 
embraſures were then maſked, and, the ſuc- 
ceeding evening, were faced with fafcines. 
The night of the 2gth, they raiſed a work of 
ſand- bags, of — a hundred feet in extent, 
at the weſtern extremity of the new. boyau. 

It was. picketed out when the Duke was pre- 
ſent, and extended to the rear at right angles 
with the epaulement. The zoth, nineteen 
gun and mortar- boats came out of the river 
Palmones, where they generally retired to 
repair, after firing upon the garriſon. The 
evening of the ſucceeding day being very 
calm, and ſome movements being obſerved 
amongſt them, we expected they would com- 
mence the new year with another viſit: but 
we were happily. difappointed. Since we 
were ſufficiently perſuaded of the conduct 
which the enemy had determined to purſue 
for the remainder of the war, the Governor 
again adopted the idea of retaliation: the gun 
mounted on Col. Williams's elevated — 

was removed to the Old- mole head, and other 
preparations were made to annoy their camp, 
when the boats ſhould renew their attack. 
In the courſe of December, ſeveral veſſels 
and boats arrived with ſtores and ſupplies. 

Others likewiſe left the bay, and flags of truce 
frequently paſſed between the Goyernor and 
the Duke. Their purport. was. not baer 
publiely kno mm. % 409585 
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The laſt day of December, a party of the 
navy fiſhed up one of the guns from the 
wreck of the battering-ſhips ; and the follow- 
ing day, the firſt of JAN ART, 1783, the 
gun, which was of iron, and a twenty-ſix- 
pounder, was draw in proceſſion by the Bri- 
tiſh tars, with a Spaniſh enſign: which had 
been taken from on board one of the ſhips, 
diſplayed over it, and attended by a band of 
muſic, playing Ged ſave the King b. 

Our obſervations made upon the enemy's 
proceedings at the Devil's-tower were as yet 
very. unſatisfactory; though, by the enter- 
22 activity of a ſerjeant in the artificers, 
we knew that they were in reality at work in 
a cave: for he had deſcended, by means of 
ropes and ladders, fo low as to ſee the mouth 
of the cave, and hear the people converſe, 
Early, therefore, on the morning of the 4th, 
three of the Governor's. aide-de-camps went 
in a barge, protected by two gun- boats, to re- 
connoitre this poſt. Their curioſity prompt- 
ed them to approach nearer than was perhaps 
prudent, as the guard fired muſquetry upon 
them, and a gun or two were diſcharged from 
Fort Barbara. Soon after they returned, the 
new three gun battery, at the eaſt end of the 
ſixty- four- gun battery, was unmaſked, though 
the guns were under metal. In the afternoon 


gs... Many more of theſe gone were afterwards recovered 
from the wrecks ;' and moſt of them, being of braſs, were 
ſold, - and the fans; with other monies ariſing from the heag- 
money granted by Parliament for the battering-ſhips, and the 
ſale of the St. Michael prize, were [proportioned in ſhares to 
the garriſon and Marine Brigade.—See- Appendix. | . „ 


marked, not one ſhell fell near the hoſpital. 
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of the ſame day, the gun and mortar-boats 
advanced in two diviſions from Algeziras, and 
when half-bay over, were joined by a third 
diviſion of five from Cabrita Point, conſiſting 
in all of thirty«three; | The centre-diviſion of 
ſixteen, principally mortar-boats, was warmly 
attacked by Sir Charles Knowles, with eleven 
of ours, whilſt the northern diviſion was as 
briſkly annoyed from the King's-baſtion. 
This diviſion -of twelve gun-boats had the 
boldneſs to approach within the range of 
gra pe, and fullered very conſiderably. One 

was undoubtedly funk by an howitzer-ſhell, 
and others were greatly damaged. Two of 
the mortar- boats were alſo driven from the 
line, and ſeveral others were obſerved to be 
in confuſion. The land- batteries, which had 
been ſilent ſince the Duke had viſited the 
lines on the 2d of January, ſeconded the at- 
tack by ſea with a very animated fire. The 
bay being calm, and little wind blowing to 
carry off the ſmoke, the appearance of this 
attack all together, from the extent of the 
front engaged, was tremendous. Lieutenant 
Holloway, of the engineers, aide-de-camp to 
General Greene, was wounded by @' ſplinter 
of a ſhell, which fell oppoſite to General de 
la Motte's quarters at the ſouthward, where 
the ſtaff at the ſouthward uſually aſſembled 
upon theſe occaſions. Two men were killed, 
and one wounded, in the garriſon; but the 
ſeamen had no caſuals. The St. Michael 
alſo on this occaſion eſcaped ; and it was re- 
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Wben the boats: had expended eighty-three 
ſhot, and two hundred and fix ſhells, they re- 
tired: from the Iſthmus five hundred and ſe- 
venty-eight' ſhot, and a hundred and two 
thells, were diſcharged i in this ſhort period. 
When our artillery had put the batteries 
in order, a party was detached, about og 
in the evening, to the Old-mole; and u 
wards of a hundred rounds of red-hot ſhot, 
with large and ſmall ſhells, were thrown into 
the enemy's camp: all appeared to. anſwer, 
except the heavy 'ſhells, the fuſes of Which 
were too ſhort for the range. The following 
morning, ſeveral pieces of a gun-boat, an 
oar, with ſome bread, garlick, &c. were 
ſeen floating in the bay, and gathered by our 
boats. This ferved to ſtrengthen our con- 
jecture of the preceding evening, that one of 
the gun- boats had been ſunk” in the action. 
In the evening, about nine o'clock, our 
northern guards were ſurpriſed with a ſud- 
den diſcharge of muſquetry on the cauſeway, 
and in the neighbourhood of bay fide: it was 
immediately returned from Land- port, and 
the lines, with a ſew rounds of grape from 
covert-port battery; after which there was 
a dead filence. The next morning, a bloody 
hat, with ſeveral ſhot-holes through it, was 
taken up near bay fide. We could not other 
wiſe account for this firing, than by ſuppoſ- 
ing that ſome ſentries, attemptin to deſert, | 
had been obſerved and purſued. One or two 
of « our own men in the Fleche were wound- | 
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ed by the ſcattered grape-ſtigt from the co- 
vert- port hattery. 

The evening of the gth, the enemy pa- 
raded with only twenty-three boats, ſeem- 
-ingly with an Ethos .of renewing their 
attack upon the ſhipping: and garriſon; but 
Sir Charles appearing - with, his ſmall force, 
his opponents thought, proper to retire, '' We 
were however alarmed, early the next morn- 
ing, by their firing upon the garriſon: they 
approached very cautiouſly, and directed 
their fire towards the Mans. Sir Charles 
Knowles had his. boats ſoon manned ; but had 
not been long out, hefore:one of them wk un- 
fortunately ſunk by a ſplinter from one of our 
ſhells which burſt in the air. The crew were 
inſtantly taken up by their friends, and the 
boat towed in. The land- batteries opened as 
before, and continued firing until the boats 
retreated. Our ſhipping received no damage, 
nor were any ſeamen hurt; but in the gar- 
riſon, we had one killed, and fifteen or ſix- 
teen wounded, beſides a Tow; an inhabitant. 
One of their ſhells fell into the north pavilion 
of the ſouth barracks, and burſt upon the ſe- 
cond floor: the officers were luckily out; for 
the rooms, above and below, were totally 
deſtroyed. When the ſmoke had ſufficiently 
diſperſed, we numbered thirty-eight boats, 
but could not diſtinguiſh (as their ſterns were 
towards us) how many carried mortars. The 
Governor ſaluted their camp in the evening 
from the Old-mole. A boat arrived on the 
11th from Faro, with diſpatches to the Go- 
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vernor. The Brilliant frigate was ordered 
ſoon afterwards to be prepared for ſea. - 
The enemy's cannonade from the land, 
except when the gun-boats fired, was at this 
time fo trifling, that it ſcarce deſerved. the 
name of a continuation. Our engineers were 
therefore employed in repairing the curtain 
of the Grand battery, the north face and 
flank of Montague's baſtion; with the ad- 
joining curtain; and though the men were 
much expoſed in this duty, the enemy ſet- 
dom if ever moleſted them. Their parties 
continued bringing various materials from the 
parallel to the poſt at the De vil's- tower. We 
never allowed them to paſs, or even appear, 
without a tremendous volley of ſhells, and 
grape, and fragments of ſtones, diſcharged 
from the ſummit of the rock. But our ar- 
tillery were not ſolely engaged with the ene- 
my in this quarter; every annoyance that 
could be deviſed was directed againſt them 
in all quarters. The ordnance, ſince the ar- 
rival of the laſt diſpatches from Faro, were 
kept in as quick action as the metal would 
permit. A party of Corſicans were alfo fta- 
tioned in the lines, to puniſh their patroles, 
who frequently had the audacity to approach 
within a few yards of the extremity. The 
evenings of the 18th and 19th, the enemy 
played off a number of rockets and other fire- 
works at Algeziras, r with ſeveral 
diſcharges of cannon. They likewiſe faluted 
us from the lines with a volley of ſhells, and 
twenty-one rounds of ſhot. We could not 
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divine the cauſe of theſe rejoicings. On the 
25th, ſome ſparks of fire communicating to 
an ammunition-box at Middle-hill guard, the 
contents blew up, and carried away great 
part of the wall and guard-houſe, bruiſing 
and burning ſeveral of the guard. The en- 
gineers were immediately ordered to repair 
the breach, and not quit the poſt till the 
works were in their original ſtate. A rein- 
forcement of a ſubaltern from the line, with 
a drum and twenty-one rank and file, was 
ordered likewiſe to join that guard every 
evening; and other regulations relative to it 
were eſtabliſhed. 


On the 29th, Lieut. Angelo Raffaeli, of 


the Corſican company, was ſlightly wounded 
in the lines. In the evening, the gun and 
mortar-boats, in number twenty-eight, fired 


upon our ſhipping and the camp. They took 


the ir ſtations off Europa and Roſia, apparent- 
ly determined to avoid the fire from the 
KINS's BasTlow, (which they had found fo 
Fatal to their enterpriſes) and directed their fire 
principally againſt the Brilliant frigate, which 
was then at anchor. off Buena-Viſta, and the 
St,, Michael in the New-mole. Their land- 
batteries opened at the ſame time, directing 
a furious cannonade into the town, and along 
our northern front. The garriſon returned 
their fire with great vivacity, though not with 
their uſual ſucceſs, Our gun-boats were alſo 
unfortunate, one of them being damaged 
very early in the action, and obliged to be 
towed in. We had three men killed, and 
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| eleven wounded ; ſix of whom were of the 
59th regiment. 'The enemy diſcharged from 


their boats two hundred and thirty-ſix ſhot, 
and two hundred and twenty-five ſhells ; and 
from the Iſthmus; five hundred and fifty-five 
ſhot, and two hundred and forty-five ſhells; 
after which, the former retired, and the latter 
were ſilent. The next day, four gun- boats 


fired upon the Brilliant, en Lahſunz but ſoon 


retired. At night, a ſoldier of the artillery, 
who had been puniſhed ſome time before, 
threw himſelf down the precipice from the 


Qneen's battery at Willis's: he paſſed ſo quick 


by the men on duty, that he was ſcarcely 
ſeen; and was not knowa till he was miſſing 
the next morning. Ia the courſe of the 
month, one of the 25th regiment deſerted, 
and another of the 58th (ho had been enter- 
tained from the ae! that remained behind 
of the priſoners, who were! taken in the bat- 
tering-ſhips) was retaken in attempting to get 
off. Two boats came in alſo from Faro, and 
a third was intercepted in her paſlage. 
February was introduced by an animated 
fire from the garriſon. Every part of the 
enemy's works felt the effects of our artillery. 
Thus affairs were proceeding, when on the 
2d, letters from the Duke de Crillon informed 
the Governor, that /e preliminaries of a ge- 
neral PEAce had been ſigned between 
GREAT - BRITAIN, FRANCE, and Searw. 
When the boats met, the Spaniards roſe up 
with tranſports of joy, and cried out, We 
are all friends ;” delivering the letters with 
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the greateſt apparent ſatisfaction. They could 
not inform us what were the terms of the 
peace; which occaſioned ſome anxiety in the 
garriſon relative to the fate of Gibraltar. Pre- 
vious to the boats meeting, the enemy diſ- 
charged about thirty rounds, but never, after 
the letters were delivered, fired upon the gar- 
riſon, Our artillery alſo ceaſed in the even- 
ing. The Spaniards, the ſucceeding day, ad- 
vanced from their works, and converſed with 
our ſentries in the lines, expreſſing their ſatis- 
faction that we were no longer at variance. 
This intercourſe was however forbidden by 
the Governor, who ordered the guards to in- 
form thoſe who approached our works, that all 
correſpondence of this nature was to be ſuſ- 
nded till official accounts were received from 
England of the peace. General Eliott an- 
ſwered the Duke's letter on the 3d, and order- 
ed the captain of artillery to fire an elevated 
ſhot, from Willis's, over any parties which 
might paſs between their parallel and the 
Devil's tower. The Duke, on the $th, inform- 
ed the Governor that the BLockADE by ſea 
was diſcontinued ; in conſequence of which, 
a placart was publiſhed in the garriſon, ſigni- 
fying that the port of Gibraltar was again 
OPEN. About noon, an elevated gun was 
wantonly fired over their works, which was 
the laſt ſhot fired in this ſiege. Soy 
This return of tranquillity, this proſpect 
of plenty, and relief from the daily vexations 
of ſo tedious a ſiege, could not fail to diffuſe 
a general joy throughout the garriſon. Indeed 


Gg 


459 HISTORY OF THE LATE (158: 


ſuch feelings are ſeldom experienced; they 
baffle all attempts to deſcribe them: far be- 


yond the pleaſure reſulting from private in- 
ſtances of ſucceſs or good fortune, ours was 
a ſocial happineſs; and the bene volent ſenti- 
ments acted upon the heart with additional 
energy, on the proſpect of meeting thoſe as 
friends, with whom we had been ſo long en- 
gaged in a ſucceſſion of hoſtilities. 

The Duke, on the 6th, informed the Gover- 


nor that the preliminaties had been ſigned the 


20th of January at Paris, and that GIBRALTAR 
was to remain in the poſſeſſion of GR RA T- 
BRITALIN. From this period, operations on 
both ſides were ſuſpended; each party anxi- 
ouſly waiting official accounts from England 
of the peace. Towards the cloſe of the 
month, the Duke began to withdraw ſome of 
the ordnance from the advanced batteries, 
and to remove materials from the parallel to 
the camp. The garriſon, on the other hand, 
were employed: in making repairs, and in ar- 
ranging various matters, which could not be- 
fore be attended to. Several ſhips, and a 
number of boats, arrived from England and 
Portugal; ſo that proviſions became every 


day more abundant, and conſequently the. 


prices of articles more moderate. 

In the beginning of Marcb, a ſchooner ar- 
rived from: Barbary, with a letter accompany 
ing a preſent of bullocks for the Governor. 
We, were ignorant of the contents of the let- 


ter; but it Was imagined the ſubject was, to 


requefteg. renewral ob, our' „ Two 


| 
; 
f 
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officers and - twenty-four Corſicans, who in 
their paſſage to Gibraltar had been chaſed 
aſhore on the coaſt of Barbary by the Spani- 
ards, arrived alſo in this — The former 
informed us, that upon the commencement of 
the attaek of the battering- ſhips on the prece- 
ding 13th of September, the Moors at Tan- 
gier repaired to their moſques, imploring hea- 
ven in behalf of their od alliec; and that, on 
receiving accounts of tlie defeat of the enemy, 
they made publie rejoioing, and gave every 
demonſtration of their-affeQion for the Eng- 
liſh nation 

When che ceſſatiouof boſtilities took place, 
parlies were almoſt daily paſſing between the 
Governor and the Duke; and the Spaniſh aide- 
de- camps never omitted expreſſing their ſur- 
pri ſe that the Governor had not yet heard from 
England. Their patience as well as ours was 
nearly exhauſted, when the long- expected fri- 
gate arrived on the loch of March: but for 
ſome: time, even when ſhe had got into the 
bay, ſhe kept us in ſuſpenſe, by ſteering cloſe 
along the Spaniſh ſhore, and ſhewing no co- 
lours. Attength, however, the Britiſh enſign 
was diſplayed, and the anxious garriſon ſalu- 
ted her with a general hutzza. She was the 
Thetis frigate, Captain Blankett; and ſoon 
after ſhe anchored, Sir Roger Curtis (who had 
been knighted for his conduct on the 14th of 
September) landed with diſpatches for the Go- 
vernor. The Duke de Crillon ſent a parley to 
the. gartiſon iu the evening, which was an- 
ſwered the ſuceteding day. The ſubject of 

__ S 2 
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this correſpondence probably, was to appoint 
an interview between the generals, as on the 
ratth his Grace, attended by his ſuite, came 
down to the extremity of the weſtern boyau, 
and ſent an aide- de- camp to inform the Go- 
vernor he was arrived. Genera! Eliott, at- 
tended by Lieut. Koehler, his aide- de- camp, 
ſoon afterwards rode out by Lower Forbes, 
and was met by the Duke on the beach, half- 
way between the works and bay- ſide barrier. 
Both inſtantly diſmounted and embraced. 
When the ſalutations were over, they conver- 
ſed about half an hour, and then returned to 
their reſpective commands. The cannon in 
the Spaniſh batteries were now all diſmount- 
ed, and large parties were daily removing 
them, with ammunition, alſo various mate- 
rials, from their poſt at the Devifs tower, to 
the lines and camp. As their guards were 
now conſiderably diminiſhed, numbers of de- 
ſerters were daily coming over to the garriſon. 
They were principally. foreigners; and the 
reaſon they gave, was a diſlike. to the fervice. 
The Duke, the 18th, ſent the Governor a 
preſent of a grey Andaluſian horfe. The 
224, the St. Michael man of war failed for 
England, where ſhe happily arrived ſafe. 
The day following, the Governor, accompa- 
nied by General Green the chief engineer, 
with their aide-de-camps, met the Duke in the 
works: they were conducted by his 
Grace through the whole, and afterwards to 
the ca ve at the Devil's tower. The Governor 
dined with the Duke at San Roque, and re- 
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turned in the evening. The ziſt, the Duke 
de Crillon, accompanied by the Marquis de 
Saya, Prince de Mazarano, Counts de Ja- 
maique and de Serano, Don —, the Inten- 
dant, and Captain Tendon, returned the viſit. 
The Governor received his Grace near For- 
bes's; and on entering the garriſon, a falute 
was fited of ſeventeen pieces of cannon from 
the grand battery. When the Dake appeared 
within the walls, the ſoldiers ſaluted him 
with a general huzza; which being unex- 
pected, it was ſaid, greatly confuſed him. 
The reaſon however being explained, he ſeem- 
ed highly pleaſed with the old Englith cuſtom; 
and, as he paſſed up the main ſtreet, where 
the ruinous and deſolate appearance of the 
town attracted a good deal of his obſervation, 
his Grace behaved with great affability. 
The officers of the garriſon were intro- 
duced by corps to the Duke, at the convent. 
When the artillery were mentioned, he re- 
cei ved them in the moſt flattering manner: 
« Gentlemen,” ſaid his Grace, addreſſing him- 
ſelf to them, T would rather ſee yon here 
© as friends, than on your batteries as ene- 
“ mies, where, added he, “you never 
“ ſpared me.” The Duke afterwards viſited 
the batteries on the heights. At Willis's he 
made ſome remarks on the formidable appear- 
ance of the lower defences; obſerving, whilſt 
he pointed towards the Old-mole battery, 
that, * had not his opinion been over-ruled, 
he ſhould have directed all his efforts againſt 
that part of the garriſon.“ The good taſte 
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of our batteries in ſo ſhort a n produced 
ſome compliments to the chief engineer; and, 
when conducted into the gallery above Far- 


ringdon's battery *, his Grace was particularly 
aſtoniſhed, eſpecially when he was informed 
of its extent, which at that time was between 
five and fix hundred feet. Turning to his 


ſuite, after exploring the extremity, ? Theſe 
“ works,” he exclaimed, © arc worthy of the 
e Romans,” After dinner, (at which were 


preſent the generals and brigaders in the gar- 
riſon, with their ſuites) he paſſed through the 
camp to Europa, each [regiment turning out 


without arms, and giving three cheers. The 
youth and good appearance of the troops 


much engaged his attention. When his cu- 


riofity was - gratified in that quarter, he re- 
turned, and was conducted about eight 
o clock without Land- port, being ſaluted 
with ſeventeen cannon on his departure. 


His horſe ſtartled at the flaſh of the guns, 
and almoſt, if not entirely unhorſed him; 


but he eſcaped without being hurt. The 


Duke, in the courſe of the converſation at 
dinner, paid many handſome compliments to 


the Governor and garriſon for their noble 


defence. He had exerted himſelf (he ſaid) 
* 10 the utmoſt of his abilities; and, though 
© he had not been ſucceſsful, yet he. was 


* happy in having his ſoyereign's approba- 


dc tjon of his conduct. 
Before the Duke de Crillon entered the 


garriſon, the Count de Ruffigniac, Colonel 
in the French, ſeryice, (Who, the reader may 


„ „ Now called Windſor. 
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remember, was very preſſing for admittance 
into the garriſon ſome few days after the de- 
feat of the battering ſhips, and who, for the 
ſole purpoſe of ſeeing the place, had remain- 
ed behind) was admitted into the garriſon 
without the Duke's knowledge ; and being in 
the fleche at Land-port when the Duke was 
approaching from Forbes's, his Grace could not 
avoid ſeeing Rim: As he had entered without 
the Duke's . permiſſion, his Grace requeſt- 
d he might not ſee him at the convent ; and 
the count being informed, withdrew into the 
gartiſon, apparently much chagrined at the 
Duke's particularity. Whenqhis Grace return- 
ed, it was ſaid, orders were given, not to 
porn the count to go back by way of the 
lines. The following evening, however, 

after ſatisfying his curioſity i in the garriſon, he 


returned. 


The 2d of April, the Duke de Crillon 
quitted the camp in his route to Madrid. He 
was ſucceeded in command by Lieut. General 

the Marquis de Saya, who had accompanied 

his Grace in the garriſon, and (what was very 
| ſingular) had ſerved as an officer at the preced- 
ing ſiege of Gibraltar in 1927. Deſerters ſtill 
continued coming Over' to us, and the Spa- 
niards were employed in removing materials 
from the neutral ground to the lines. Letters 
often paſſed between the Marquis and Ge- 
neral Eliott ; but though the latter requeſted 
to pay his compliments at San Roque, the 
etiquette. obſerved by the former (orders 
having been received from Madrid to prevent 
all intercourſe) x would 1 not, for ſothe time; per- 
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mit him to receive the Governor. The 15th 
of April, Sir Roger Curtis failed in the Bril- 
liant frigate on an embaſſy to the Emperor of 
Morocco: he took with him, as a preſent, four 
brafs twenty-fix pounders (which had been 
weighed from the wreck of the battering- 
ſhips) with proportionable ammunition. 
His Majeſty having been pleaſed to confer 
upon the Governor the moſt Honourable Or- 
der of the Bath, as a mark of his Royal ap- 
probation for the defence of Gibraltar; and 
having ſignified his pleaſure by Sir Roger 
Curtis, that Lieutenant General Boyd ſhould 
aQ as his Majeſty's repreſentative in inveſting 
General Eliott with the inſignia of the order, 
which ceremony was to be performed in as 
fplendid and magnificent a manner as the 
ſtate of the garriſon would permit; the en- 
gineers, ſoon after the arrival of the Thetis, 


began to erect a coOLONNADE upon the ram- 


part of THE Kixe's BASsTION, that the ho- 
nours might be conferred where the vicTo- 
RY was gained. By the 23d of April (St. 
George's day) the colonnade was finiſhed ; 
and every preparation for the ceremony being 
completed, the Governor commenced by 
communicating to the troops the thanks of 
their king and country for THEIR defence of 
Gibraltar. Detachments from all the regi- 
ments and corps, with all the Officers not on 
duty, were aſſembled in three lines on the 
red fands at eight o'clock in the morning; 
and the Governor taking poſt in the centre of 
the ſecond line, and the uſual compliments 
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being paid, his Excellency addrefled himſelf 
to x 4 Garriſon as follows: 3 | 


16 OuxnLaNEN, | 12 11 - of 
. \- hape aſſembled you 
« this day, in order that the officers and ſol- 
diers may receive, in the moſt. public man- 
ner, an authentic — 3 — 
to me by the Secretary of State, expreſſing 
the high ſenſe. his Majeſty entertains of 
i * your meritorious conduct in defence of this 
* garrifon.” The King's ſatisfaction upon this 
event was ſoon. divulged to all the world, 
* by his moſt — to both houſes 
aof Parliament. The houſe of Lords and 
the houſe of Commons not only made the 
5 ſuitable; profeſſions in their addreſſes to the 
Throne, at have. ſeverally enjoined me to 
communicate their unanimous thanks "7 
the Following rekgntians; . 


0 


* 


4 


05 Di eue rg Decembrie, 1782. W 4 


1 Reſol * 3 eee boy. the 
„Lords Spiritual and Temporal, in 
Parliament aſſembled, that 175 houſe 
. ++ doth. highly approve and acknow- 
1 +54. ledge; the ſervices of the . 
0 8 « Soldiers and Sailors, lately e 
ployed in the defence of elta; 
: and that General in do lignify 
the ſame to them.“ Ls e804; 2 
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© Reſolved, nemine cantradicents," that 

. © the. thanks of this houſe. [Com- 
© mons; be given to Lieut. General 

| © Boyd, Major General De la Motte, 

Major General Green chief engi- 

© neer, to Sir Roger Curtis, Knt. and 
© to the Officers, Soldiers, and Sailors, 
© lately employed in the defence of 
c Gibraltar. | 


The Governor then proceeded :=* No 
army has ever been rewarded by higher na- 
tional honours; and it is well known how 
great, univerſal, and ſpontaneous were the 
rejoicings throughout the kingdom, upon 
the news of your ſucceſs. Theſe muſt 
not only give you inexpreſſiple pleaſure, 
but afford matter of triumph to your deareſt 
friends and lateſt poſterity. As a farther 
proof how juſt your title is to ſuch flatter- 
ing diſtinctions at home, reſt aſſured, from 
undoubted authority, that the nations in 
Europe, and other parts, are ſtruck with 
admiration of your gallant behaviour: even 
our late reſolute and determined antagoniſts 
do not ſcruple to beſtow the commenda- 
tions due to ſuch valour and perſeverance, 

© I now moſt warmly congratulate you on 
theſe united and brilliant teſtimonies of ap- 
robation, amidſt ſuch numerous, ſuch 
exalted tokens of applauſe : And rox VE 
ME, FAITHFUL TOMPANTONG, IF I BUM- 
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BLY CRAVE YOUR ACCEPTANCE OP MY 
GRATEFUL ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS. I 
ONLY PRESUME TO Ask THIS FAVOUR, 
AS HAVING BEEN A CONSTANT WITNESS 
OF YOUR CHEER FUL SUBMISSION TO THE 
GREATEST HARDSHIPS, YOUR MATCHLESs 
SPIRIT AND, EXERTIONS, AND ON ALL 
OCCASIONS, YOUR HEROIC CONTEMPT OF 
EVERY DANGER.” 
A grand Feu-de-fair v was ben fired by the 
line, each diſcharge commencing with a royal 
ſalute of twenty-one. guns: Three cheers 
cloſed the ceremony. The commander in 
chief, general and field-officers, afterwards 
withdrew ; and the detachments [ formed two 
deep) marched into town, and lined the ſtreets 
leading from the convent, by the Spaniſh 
church and Grand-parade, to the King's- 
baſtion. About half paſt eleven o'clock, the 
proceſſion, began in the following order: ALL 
uncovered, and two deep, except the troops 
under arms. 


4 
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" MARSHAL. - 
Mufic, dit Regiment, o 
Fhyint 8. * 40 es the conquering _— cames.” | 
i "ARTILLERY. - $1 1 
QUARTER -MASTER-GENERAL, 12 1 ADJUTANT- 
GENERAL, TOWN-MA JOR; and&DEPUTY ; 
With other STAFF OF THE GARRISON: 

Fun Diviſion of FIELD OFFICERS, youngeſt ment 
Mufic, 58th Regiment, 9 
THE COMMISSIONER's SECRETAR V, 

Hearing on a; crimſon: velvet cuſhion the commiſſion. 
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THE COMMISSIONER's AIDE-DE-CAMPS. 


LIEUTENANT - GENERAL BOY, TIE DING 
* ”' COMMISSIONER. 


THE GOVERNOR's SECRETARY,” 
Bearing on a crimſon velvet cuſhion, the een of of the 
Order of the Bath. 

- THE GOVERNOR's — CAMPS, 
AS ESOQUIRES. 7% 
6E NE RAL b l 10 T 1. 
THE KNIGHT 'ELECT 3 noh 
Supported by Generals DE LX MOT TE and GREEN b 
- — Aide-de-camps to the Major Generals, Ane 1 
MAJOR. GENERAL. PICTO NW. 
5 His Aide-de-camm. 
IIIE BRIGADIER GENERALS, eldeſt rk. 
Their Brigade Majors. 

Muſic, De Ia Motte's. * 
Second Diviſion of FIELD OFFICERS, eldeſt firſt: 
Mauſic, 56th. Regiment. 

Tae GRENADIERS bd the Garkisox: 


No compliment was paid. to the knight 
elect; but as the commiſſioner paſſed, each 
| regiment, with the officers, ſaluted. When 
the proceſſion arrived at the colonnade, the 

eneral and field officers placed themſelves on 
cach {ide of the throne; the artillery formed 
under the colonnade, and the grenadiers, 
fronting the baſtion, along the line-wall. 
The proper reverences being made to the va- 
cant throne, the commiſſioner defired his ſe- 
cretary to read the commiſſion: which being 
done, he addreſſed the knight elect in a ſhort 
complimentary ſpeech, taking the ribband at 
the concluſion, and placing it over the Go- 
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vernor's ſhoulder, who inclined a little for 
that, purpoſe: three reverences were then a 
ſecond time made, and each took his ſeat on 
2 crimſon velvet chair on each ſide of the 
throne, the commiſſioner fitting: on the right 
hand. The Governor was no ſooner inveſted, 
than the muſic ſtruck up, God ſave the King. 
The grenadiers fired a volley, and a grand 
diſcharge of a hundred and ſixty pieces of 
cannon was fired from the ſea-line. The 
prbceſſion then paſſed forwards through the 
colonnade, and returned in the ſame order. 
The detachinents were afterwards diſmiſſed, 
and each non-commiſſioned officer and private 
received a pound of fre/e beef and a quart 
of wine. The generals, with their ſuites, 
and the field-officers, dined at the Convent. 
In the evening, the colonnade was illumi- 
nated with / different-coloured lamps, and 
tranſparent paintings in the back ſcene : and 
Sir George Auguſtus Bliott, with the Lieute- 
nant Governor, and principal officers of the 
garriſon, aſſembling. 'at the King's baſtion 
about nine o'clock; there was a diſplay of 
fire-works from the. north and ſouth baſtions, 
and the Spaniſh church; the principal of 
which were fired from the latter, being op- 
oſite to the company. 

Thus, in feſtivity and with honour, ended 
the labour of the garriſon of Gibraltar. 
During a period of three years ſeven months, 
and twelve days (that is, from. the commence- 
ment of the blockade to the ceſſation of arms) 
we- had - experienced a continued ſeries of 
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watchfulneſs and fatigue, the horrors of fa- 
mine, and every harraſſing and vexatious mode 
of attack, which a powerful, obſtinate, and 
revengeful enemy could deviſe. On review- 
ing the tranſactions of this period, two cir- 
cumſtances cannot fail to ſtrike the attentive 
reader; viz. the very ſlow manner in which 
the enemy proceeded in their operations, and 
the impoſſibility of maintaining ſo ſtrict a 
blockade, as to prevent all communication by 
ſea. - To evince , theſe, and other circum- 
ſtances not unimportant to military readers, 
I have been reduced to greater accuracy and 
minuteneſs than ordinary hiſtorians are oblig- 
ed to obſerve; and inſtead of the acuteneſs 
of. inveſtigation, or a ſplendid; ſententiouſ- 
neſs, I have been neceſſitated to purſue the 
narrative, almoſt uninterruptedly, in the te- 
dious form of a journal. I have not pre- 
ſumed to interſperſe. many animadverſions of 
my own : the only merit to which I can lay 
any claim, is that of a faithful narration of 
facts; and I confeſs, I would at any time ra- 
ther walk in the beaten track of truth, than 
miſlead the judgement of my readers in the 
wilds of fancy and conjeQure. 


A return of caſualties is annexed; alſo the 
expenditure of ammunition, both by the 
enemy and the garriſon. The papers, as 
well as the eſtimate of proviſions, I thought 
better to throw into the form of an appendix, 


than to interrupt the narrative by their inſer- 
tion. S 
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468 APPEND IL X 


A Calf 's head and feet r r 
A Calf 's pluck  —— . 0 14 71 
Hind quarter, with the head and tail of an ey 
Algerine ſheep rn 6 . 
Head and. feet of a ſheep v— 0 14. 73 
A Bullock's head, without tongue 1 
A Bullock's heart — — 0 9 9 
A Goat's head — — o 8 134 
Onions, per lb. — — e 2 6 
A Cabbage —— — os 2 5% 
A bunch of Cabbage leaves  —— "We >. 
A bunch of Carrots and Turnis — 0 1 04 
A ſmall bunch of Radiſhes — „ 

A pint of Milk and Water — 1 
A Lemon — — — 980 
A Quill — — ö —— O 0 65 
A living pig ſold for — — 9 14 9 


A large ſow in pig ſold for upwards of 29/. A goat, with 
a young kid, both of which had been purchaſed in England 
for 15s. ſold in the garriſon, when the latter was about 
twelve months old, for near 12/. An Fngliſh Milch Cow 
was ſold, in 1780, for fifty guineas ; reſerving to the ſeller ' 
a pint of milk each day whillt- ſhe gave milk: and another 
Cow was purchaſed by a Jew for ſixty guineas; but the 
beaſt was in ſo feeble a condition, that ſhe dropped down 
dead before ſhe had been removed many hundred yards. If 
theſe fach were not thought ſufficient to demonſtrate the ex- 
orbitant prices of every article in the garriſon, others could 
be adduced, of cqually as ſurpriſing a complexion. | 


APP EN DI X. 


2 he "lb are the nabe of t the Prizes 
Money, as diſtributed to the Garriſon of Gib- 
—— from the ſums arifing from the Head- 
Money granted by Parliament for deſtroying 
the Battering - ſhips, and the ſale of the St. 


Michael, man of war. 


The ſubſequent ow are proportions . 


of 30,000/. 
| 2 
The Governor, 1-16 = I875 
Lieutenant Governor - - 937 
Major General - =—- — 468 
Brigadier Genera! - 267 
Colonel 7-9. Ne 156 
Lieutenant Colonel - — 80 
r = 72, xo {i897 
Captain = * ON 
Lieutenant - - 25 
Second Lieut. and Enf In = 22 
Serjeant - - 3 
CO. 
Private - - - I 
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A ſecond Act of Parliament was afterwards 
paſſed, for granting to the Garriſon whatever 
might be fiſhed up from the wrecks of the 
Battering-ſhips; and thoſe employed in this 
duty have already proceeded with ſuch ſuc- 
ceſs, that braſs and iron cannon, with other 
articles, have been recovered to a conſiderable 
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